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Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

E. O’JFARRELL, 


The Inspectors of Lunatics 
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FIFTY-NINTH REPORT 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS OE LUNATICS 

ON THE 

DISTRICT, CRIMINAL, 

AND 

PRIVATE LUNATIC ASYLUMS 

IN IRELAND. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN CAMPBELL, 
EARL OP ABERDEEN, 

I.OIIO LIEUTENANT-GENEUAL AND GENEliAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

Lunacy Office, 

Dublin Castle, 30(7i June, 1910. 


May it please Youb Excellency, 

We have the honour to lay before You the Pifty-ninth Annual 
Report on the condition and. management of Lunatics and 
Lunatic Asylums Throughout Ireland, during the ycai 1909. 

The following Summary show's the number and distribution of 
the insane in Establishments ou the 1st Januaiy, 1910. ® 
compared with the number and distribution on 1st Januaiy, 
1909 


On 1st January, 1909. 


On 1st January, 1910. 


1 

Males. 

Pe- | 
males. 

Total. 

l 

Males, j 

Fe- 

males 

Total. 

In District and Auxiliary 
Asylums, 

„ Central Asylum, Dundrum, 

„ Private Asylums, 

„ Workhouses, 

Single Chancery Patients in 
unlicensed Houses, 

10,753 

144 

336 

999 

73 

9,285 

24 

477 

1,724 

66 

•20,038 

168 

863 

2,723 

139 

10,937 

151 

387 

1,014 

73 

9,333 

23 

514 

1,641 

71 

*20,270 

174 

901 

') , 2,655 

144 

Total 

12,355 

11,576 

23,931 

12,562 

11,582 

24,144 


* Ninety-four of those patients were boarded oiit in Work^u^es i - . 

and Londonderry Asylums, under the provisions of the Act da ana on w., 
t Not including 94 patients, as above. 
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Fifty-ninth Report on District, Criminal, 

These numbers do not include the insane wandering at W- 
or those residing in private dwellings, with the exception of such 
cases as are under the care of the Lord Chancellor, i.e., Chancery 
patients. ’ 

This summary shows that there was a total increase of 213 
during the year, which was exactly the same as the increase for 
the previous year. 

It was, however, 150 less than the average increase for the 
preceding ten years, which was 363. 

The foregoing figures relate to the actual numbers of the insane 
under care, but, as shown hereafter ( vide p. xiii.) the ratio of the 
increase in the number of the registered insane from year to year 
in proportion to the population , is somewhat greater, owing to 
the fact that tlic general population was, until 1909, yearly de- 
creasing. 1 

During 1909 an increase took place in all classes of Institutions 
except Workhouses. The numbers in District and Auxiliary 
Asylums increased by 232; those in the Dundrum Cr imin a l 
Lunatic Asylum by 6 ; those in the .Private Asylums and Institu- 
tions for the insane by 38 ; and the Chancery patients in un- 
licensed houses by 5; while the numbers in Workhouses de- 
creased by 68. 

Table I. (page xliv.), giving the number and distribution of all 
lunatics under care on the 31st December of each year from 1880 
to 1909, shows that in this interval of time an increase of 11,162 
has taken place in the total ; the inmates of J listrict and Auxiliary 
Asylums have increased by LI ,603 ; the criminal lunatics in Dnn- 
drum Asylum have decreased by 3 ; the patients in Private 
Asylums and Institutions have increased by 279 ; while the 
pauper lunatics in Workhouses have decreased by 808. 

It is satisfactory to record that the decrease in the number in 
Workhouses, which has been steadily taking place for several 
years past, still continues. 

During the year 1909, 6S5 cases wore transferred from Work- 
houses to Asylums — being 19 per cent, of the total number of 
admissions to the latter Institutions. 

Transfers from Workhouses to Asylums. 

The following return of the numbers transferred from Work- 
houses to District Asylums, from 1890 to 1909, shows that over 
18 per cent, of the admissions during that period came from the 
former institutions. 


[Table 
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T irle showing the admissions to District and Auxiliary Asylums 
T du dng each of the years from 1800 to 1909 and of these the 
numbers admitted and re-admitted from Workhouses 


Year. | 

1 

Number of 
Admissions. 

1890, 

3,095 

1891, 

3,010 

1892, 

3,181 

1893, 

3,207 

1894, 

3,229 

1895, 

3,216 

1896, 

3,329 

1897, 

3,285 

1893, 

3,469 

1899, * 

3,549 

1900, 

3,546 

1901, 

3,572 

1902, 

3,947 

1903, 

3,950 

1904, 

3,910 

1905, 

3,772 

1906, 

3,524 

1907, 

3,554 

1908, 

3,798 

1909, 

3,601 

Total, 

69,744 


Admissions from Workhouses. 


1st 


306 

297 

329 

349 

376 

413 

459 

435 

500 

542 

621 

602 

757 

685 

905 

666 

609 

635 

746 

615 


Ite- 

Admissions. 


10,847 


90 

84 

94 

89 

84 

75 

89 

111 

134 

125 

105 

117 

122 

125 

105 

93 

97 

74 

70 

70 


1,953 


396 

381 

423 

438 

460 

488 

548 

546 

634 

667 

726 

719 

879 

810 

1,010 

759 

706 

709 

816 

685 


Percentage of 
Workhouse Ad- 
imissions to total 
Admissions. 


12,800 


12- 79 
12-66 

13- 30 ' 

13- 66 

14- 25 

15- 17 

16- 46 
16-62 . 
18-23 

18- 79 
20-47 
20-13 
22-27 
20-51 
25-83 
20-12 

20- 03 

19- 95 

21- 48 
19-02 


18-35 


Proportionate Distribution in Institutions. 

rtiu., followina Table shows that the ratio of the insane in Dis- 
triS and tain Asy ms to tire total number under care has 
steaddy increased ^since 1880 , while the corresponding ratm m the 
case of Workhouses has continuously fallen. 

nial period since 1880 and in 1900 • _ 



Proportion per 

YEAH. 

In District 
and Auxiliary 
Asylums. 

1880, 

1885, 

1890, 

1895, 

1900, 

1905, 

1909, 

67 

69 

71 

73 

77 

81 

84 


In Workhouses. I 


In Private 
Asylums, &c. 


27 

25 

24 

22 

18 

14 

11 


6 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 
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Admissions. 

Table II. (page xlv.) shows the admissions to District and 
Private Asylums each year since 1881. From this table it will 
be seen that the total admissions lor 1909 showed a decrease of 
•208 as compared with the numbers for (lie previous year— the 
admissions to District Asylums having decreased by' 197 and 
those to Private Asylums by 11 . 

In 1881 the admissions to District Asylums numbered 2,502, 
and in' 1909 they amounted lo 8,601 ■ In the case of the Private 
Asylums, the numbers for 1881. were 145, and in 1909 they had 
increased to 258. It will thus bo seen that the increase in the 
last, as compared with the first year of that period, amounted in 
the case of the District Asylums to 44 per cent., and in the case 
of the Private Asylums to 78 per cent. 


We have so far dealt with the number of the insane in institu- 
tions or otherwise brought under official registration, but this 
does not include all the insane iti the country, as a number reside 
in their own homes or with relatives, or arc wandering at large. 
The general Census is the only means by which we can ascertain 
the number of the latter classes, who, at the last Census, 
amounted approximately to 15 per cent, of the total. 


Census Returns. 

The following statement, taken from the General Beport of 
the Commissioners for the Census of 1901 , shows the number of 
lunatics and idiots in Ireland in 1.851, 1.8(11, 1871, 1881, 1891, 
and 1901, at large; in Asylums, in Prisons, and in Workhouses, 
as returned in the Census Forms : — 


Years. 

Lunatics. 

Idiots. 

Total 

eunati«3 

and 

Idiots. 

At 

largo. 

In 

Asy- 

lums. 

In 

PriBona. 

In 

Work- 

houses. 

Total. 

At 

largo. 

In 

Asy- 

lums. 

In 

Prisons. 

In 

Work- 

huilBCS. 

Total. 

1851, . 

1,073 

3,234 

273 

494 

5,074 

3,662 

202 

13 

1,129 

4,906 

9,980 

1861, . 

1,602 

4,613 

273 

577 

7,065 

5,675 

403 

21 

934 

7,033 

14,098 

1871 . 

1,313 

7,141 

6 

1,274 

9,763 

5,147 

410 

2 

1,183 

6,742 

16,505 

1881, . 

943 

7,547 


1,284 

9,774 

4,548 

1,896 


2,195 

8,639 

18,113 

1891, . 

893 

11,265 


2,787 

14,945 

4,077 

990 


1,170 

6,243 

21,188 

1901, . 

5S6 

16,587 


2,661 

19,834 

3,272 

763 


1,181 

5,216 

25,060 


It may be pointed out that the difference between the numbers 
of the registered insane given in our Reports and those shown in 
the Census Returns for corresponding years, is owing to the fact 
that the former are made up to the 1st January, whereas the 
latter are shown for the date on which each Census was taken, 
about the end of March, or the beginning of April. 
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Proportion of Insane to General Population. 

Thp following Table shows the Proportion of the insane under 
care tier 100,000 of the Population estimated to the middle 
of each Year from 1880 to 1909 : — 


Estimated 

Population. 


1880, 

1881, 

1882, 

1S83, 

1884, 

1885, 

1886, 

1887, 

1888, 

1889, 

1890, 

1891, 

1892, 

1893, 

1894, 

1895, 

1896, 

1897, 

1898, 

1899, 

1900, 

1901, 

1902, 

1903, 

1904, 

1905, 

1906, 

1907, 

1908, 

1909, 


5,202,648 

5,145,770 

5,101,018 

5,023,811 

4,974,561 

4,938,588 

4,905,895 

4,857,119 

4,801,312 

4,757,385 

4,717,959 

4,680,376 

4,633,808 

4,607,462 

4,589,260 

4,559,936 

4,542,061 

4,529,917 

4,518,478 

4,502,401 

4,468,501 

4,445,630 

4,432,274 

4,413,658 

4,402,182 

4,391,565 

4,388,006 

4,377,064 

4,371,455 

4,371,635 


Number of 
Lunatics 
under care. 

Proportion 
per 100,000 
of Estimated 
Population. 

12,982 

250 

13,326 

259 

13,704 

269 

' 13,981 

278 

14,178 

285 

14,307 

290 

14,590 

297 

15,147 

312 

15,551 

324 

16,026 

337 

16,251 

344 

16,688 

357 

17,124 

370 

17,276 

375 

17,655 

385 

18,357 

. 403 

18,966 

418 

19,590 

432 

20,304 

449 

20,863 

463 

21,169 

474 

21,630 

487 

22,138 

499 

22,794 

516 

22,996 

522 

23,365 

532 

23,554 

537 

23,718 

542 

23,931 

547 

24,144 

552 


The iWures in this Table vary in Some instances from tlioae giver in lormer 

Kepor al tlie Elation is eM, noted Officially for the years between .Hose in wind, the 
Census is taken, anil is afterwards subject to revision. 

Prom this Table it will be seen that the number of the insane 
unde? care lias increased from 250 per 100,000 of the population 
in 1880, to 552 per 100,000 in 1909. . • 

The rate of increase for the past four years has been 5 pe 
annum, whereas the average rate during the entire period was 
over 10 per annum. 

Causation of Insanity . 

As indicated in our 57th Report, the Tables showing . the 
probable causes of insanity, which are published f i u 1 
year, must be taken merely as showing, from the : histones < if ti e 
cases admitted to the asylums, certain circumstan P 

peared to the observers to have had some relation to the oi g 
the mental disorder. 
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and Private Lunatic Asylums in Ireland. 

These Tables cannot he taken as laying down a scientific basis 
on which to arrive at any satisfactory conclusion as to the etiology 
oC insanity. B,v 

Scientific research shows that mental function is derived from 
the nervous system, and that insanity results from derangement 
in the working of that system. Scientists have already done 
much, and are still engaged in elucidating the physical changes 
which occur in the nervous system, whereby the various mani- 
festations of mental aberration are brought about. Much, how- 
ever, remains to be done in determining the causes which 
interfere with the working of so complex an organisation, and 
we can only add to the store of knowledge by tabulating from 
year to year, the clinical records of the cases which come & under 
care. 

The determination of the causes of insanity is rendered more 
difficult owing to the fact that, in nearly all cases, inquiry shows 
that more, than one of the tabulated causes are found to have 
been associated in the same case, and the question then arises as 
to which has been the. principal factor. In some cases, what was 
at first supposed to have been the immediate cause of the break- 
down turns out, on investigation, to be one. of the results of the 
mental enfeeblement which was a precursor of the final outbreak 
of insanity. 

It may be noted that almost all the assigned causes of insanity 
act with equal potency on the general population of the country, 
with little or no deleterious effect, and the question which still 
remains unsolved is why those causes should, in some cases, have 
such baneful influence on the nervous system, and not in others. 

In the study of medicine, from the earliest times, the im- 
portance of heredity in connection with insanity has been recog- 
nised, and statistics show that, its influence preponderates over 
all other assigned causes. 

In the statistics relating to the Irish District Asylums, it is 
returned as the cause, in 27 per cent, of the. cases admitted, and 
there can be no doubt that, if the post histories of all the patients 
coming under asylum care could be fully investigated, a much 
larger proportion would bo found to have inherited an insane 
diathesis. It may, indeed, be assumed that in all cases of in- 
sanity, there has existed some inherent or acquired feebleness of 
brain, on which various causes which would otherwise be 
innocuous, act as prejudicial influences in the production of the 
outbreak. 


Sources of Maintenance.. 

The. insane inmates resident in the various institutions 
throughout Ireland on 31st December, 1909, were supported from 
the following sources Of the 20,270 patients in District and 
Auxiliary Asylums, 808 contributed wholly or partly to their 
support ; 25G criminal lunatics located in these Institutions were 
maintained out of State funds ; and the remainder were main- 
tained partly out of the Government Grant and partly out of the 
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Local Bates. Tlie 901 patients in Private Licensed Houses and 
Institutions for the insane were supported entirely out of private 
funds ; 174 inmates of Dundrum Asylum were maintained at 
Government expense ; whilst the 2,655 insane residents in Work- 
houses were supported entirely by the Poor Bate. 


DISTRICT AND AUXILIARY ASYLUMS. 
Statistics, fire. 

There are 24 District Asylums in addition to the Auxiliary 
Asylum at Yonghal, but Portrane is a second Asylum for the 
same District as the Richmond, and it is, therefore, included 
under the statistics for the latter. A list of the District Asylums, 
giving the name of the Resident Medical Superintendent in each 
case, will be found in Appendix G. 

A full report on the condition and management of 
each institution, and the treatment of the patients therein, 
will he found in Appendix E, 

On the 31st December, 1909, there were in these institutions 
20,270 patients (10,937 males and 9,333 females). The numbers 
remaining on the 31st December, 1903, wore : — Males, 10,753; 
females, 9,285; total, 20,038; showing a total increase of 232 
during the year 1909. 

Table No. I. (Appendix A.) shows the population of each 
District and Auxiliary Asylum on the 31st December, 1909, and 
the number remaining on 31st December of each year since 1880. 

As shown by Table II. (Appendix A.) the daily average nnm- . 
her resident in all these, institutions during 1909 amounted to 
20,260 (10,894 men, and 9,356 women). 

Relative Proportion of Sexes. 

It is worthy of note that, notwithstanding great fluctuations 
in the different Asylums, the proportion of males to females in 
all the District Asylums taken together has remained practically 
constant for the past 30 years. 

Thus, as shown by Table I. (Appendix A.), the total number 
of patients in all the District Asylums at the end of the year 
1880 was 8,667, of whom 4,685 were males and 3,982 females — 
being 54 and 46 per cent, respectively. 

At the end of 1909, the numbers were — males, 10,937 ; females, 
9,333; total, 20,270; the proportions standing exactly the same 
as in 1880, viz., males, 54 per cent., and females, 46 per cent, 
of the total. 

The proportion of males to females in the general population 
varied little in the same period of time — being 49 per cent, males, 
and 51 per cent, females in 1880, whereas in 1909, the two sexes 
were approximately equal in number. 
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That the proportion of males to females in public. Asylums is 
greater than the relative', proportion in the, general population, 
cannot be taken as proof that the ratio of insanity is higher 
amongst the males. 

The explanation of the difference is, to some extent, found in 
the fact that when a man becomes insane, the necessity for send- 
ing him to an Asylum is much greater than in the case of a 
woman, for two reasons— firstly lie is more difficult to manage 
at home or in a Workhouse ; and secondly— being usually the 
bread-winner, when he becomes incapacitated, want of means 
compels his family to place him in an Asylum. 

When the. figures for the different Asylums are analysed 
separately, a great disparity in the proportion of the two sexes 
becomes apparent. Thus, in Ballinasloe Asylum, which serves 
the, rural Counties of Roscommon and Galway, the Table already 
referred to shows that in 1880 the males numbered 266 and the 
females 197, and at the end of 1909 the disparity between the 
sexes was, even greater — there being 8-12 males to 545 females. 

In the Belfast Asylum, on the other hand, which .serves a 
rapidly growing industrial and commercial district, the. figures 
in 1880 were almost the same as in Ballinasloe, viz., 262 males 
and 201 females— the. total bifid) being equal, but at the end of 
1909 the males in Belfast numbered 503, and the females 655. 

It may be here observed that in 1880 the Belfast Asylum served 
the whole of County Antrim, whereas it is now used for the City 
of Belfast exclusively. 

In the Richmond (Dublin) Asylum District, where the indus- 
trial conditions are not so marked as in Belfast, and where they 
differ little, if at all, from what they were 30 years ago, the pro- 
portion of females is decreasing. Thus, in 1880, the males 
numbered 451 and the females 571, whereas in the two Asylums 
for the District (Richmond and Pnrtrn.no) the males numbered 
1,574 and the females 1,550 at the end of 1909. 

As further showing that in purely agricultural districts, the 
proportion of males is, and lias boon for the past 30 years, much 
higher than the proportion of females, we give the figures for 
Castlebar (Co. Mavo), and Lcttorkenny (Co. Donegal) Asylums, 
viz. : — 


ItnSIDEXT on 31st Decemubr, 



1880. 

1909. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Castlebar Asylum, 

174 

115 

289 

503 

290 

793 

Letterkenny clo., 

200 

99 

299 

u 

448 

274 

722 
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From the foregoing, it will be seen, that while the proportion 
of the two sexes remains practically constant, when all the 
\sylums are taken together, the tendency is for the males to out- 
number the females very considerably in rural districts, and for 
the females to out-number the males in manufacturing and in- 
dustrial centres. 

Table III. (Appendix A.) shows for each of the Asylums the 
admissions, discharges, deaths, and escapes during the year. 


Admissions. 

The admissions numbered 3,601 (2,033 men and 1,568 
women). Of these, 2,842 (1,604 men and 1,238 women) were 
admitted for the first time ; while 759 (429 men and 330 women) 
had previously been under care. 

The following Table shows the first admissions and re-admis- 
sions to the District and Auxiliary Asylums during each year from 
1880 to 1909, and the proportion in each case per 100,000 of the 
estimated population. 


Year. 

First 

Admissions. 

Number. 

Proportion 
per 100,000 
of esti- 
mated 
population. 

1880, 

1,925 

37 

1881, 

2,044 

40 

1882, 

2,137 

42 

1883, 

2,185 

44 

1884, 

2,209 

44 

1885, 

2,240 

45 

1886, 

2,140 

44 

1887, 

2,243 

46 

1888, 

2,190 

46 

1889, 

2,329 

49 

1890, 

2,451 

52 

1891, 

2,350 

50 

1892, 

2,415 

52 

1893, 

2,458 

53 

1894, 

2,448 

53 

1895, 

2,458 

54 

1896, 

2,564 

56 

1897, 

2,551 

56 

1898, 

2,076 

59 

1899, 

2,856 

63 

1900, 

2,771 

62 

1901, 

2,821 

63 

1902, 

3,173 

72 

1903, 

3,125 

71 

1904, 

3,103 

71 

1903, 

2,966 

68 

1906, 

2,763 

63 

1907, 

2,745 

63 

1908, 

3,069 

70 

1909, 

2,842 

65 


He- 

Admissions. 


Proportion 
per 100,000 
of esti- 
mated 
population, 


I 


441 

458 

508 

519 

527 

610 

606 

620 

631 

627 

644 

660 

766 

749 

781 

758 
765 
734 
793 
693 
775 
751 
774 
825 
807 
806 
761 
809 
729 

759 


8 

9 

10 

10 

11 

12 

12 

13 

12 

13 

14 

14 
17 
16 
17 
17 

17 
16 

18 

15 
17 
17 

17 
19 

18 
18 

17 

18 
17 
17 


Total 

Admitted. 


Proportion 
per 100.000 

Number. 

of esti- 
mated 
population. 

2,366 

45 

2,502 

49 

2,645 

52 

2,704 

54 

2,736 

55 

2,850 

57 

2,746 

56 

2,863 

59 

2,821 

58 

2,956 

62 

3,095 

66 

3,010 

64 

3,181 

69 

3,207 

69 

3,229 

70 

3,216 

71 

3,329 

73 

3,285 

72 

3,469 

77 

3,549 

78 

3,546 

79 

3,572 

80 

3,947 

89 

3,950 

90 

3,910 

89 

3,772 

86 

3,524 

80 

3,554 

81 

3,798 

87 

3,601 

82 
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From this Table, it will be seen that the first admissions during 
1909 showed a decrease of 5 per 100,000 of the population on the 
number for 1908; while the re-admissions showed an increase, 
but not sufficient to affect the rate per 100,000. 

In ton of the Asylums (Youglial Auxiliary being grouped as 
one with Cork), there was an increase in the number of admis- 
sions as compared with those for 1908, whilst in thirteen Asylums 
(.Portrano being grouped as one with Richmond) the numbers 
decreased. 

Table X. (Appendix A.) shows the authority for admission to 
District and Auxiliary Asylums during the year. Of the total 
(3,601), 1,126 were admitted under the forms prescribed by the 
Statutory Regulations ; 11 were transferred from Dundrum to 
the Asylums of their districts., and 65 were transferred from 
Prisons by Your Excellency’s Order; 10 were admitted under 
the provisions of the Army Act, 1881, sec. 91, 2 under the Naval 
Enlistment Act, 1884, sec. 3; 2,3(52 were committed as dan- 
gerous lunatics, under the Act 30 and 31 Vic., cap. 118, sec. 10; 
and 25 wore admitted from Scotland under warrants, in pur- 
suance of the 6th Section of the Poor Law (Scotland) Act, 1898. 

Disci-iaeges. 

The total number of patients discharged during the year was 
1,817, viz., 1,017 males and 800 females. Of these 1,382 (751 
males and 631 females) were discharged recovered; showing a 
decrease of 19 on the number for the previous year. The per- 
centage of recoveries on the admissions was 38'4, being 1'5 per 
cent, higher than that for tins previous year. j 

The numbers removed by friends or sent to workhouses 
amounted to 135 (266 males and 169 females), a decrease of 12 
on the numbers for the. previous year. 

FjKOAI’KR. 

During the year ten patients (nine, males and one female) 
escaped, and were not re-taken, viz., three males from Ballina- 
sloe; one. of each se.x from Belfast; a male from Enniscorthy; a 
male from Mullingar; two males from Richmond; and a male 
from Sligo. 

Deaths. 

The number of deaths during the year was 1,542, viz. 823 
amongst the males and 719 amongst the females. 1 This shows 
an increase of 125 on the numbers for the previous year, the males 
having increased by 119, and the, females by 6. The general 
death-rate per cent, of the daily average number resident was 7'6, 
viz., 7'6 amongst the. males, and 7'7 amongst the females. .The 
general rate was '5 per cent, higher than that for the previous 
year — the rate in the case of the, males being I'O higher, while m 
the case of the females it was the, same in both years. Two of 
the deaths were by suicide ; and four resulted from misadventure. 
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The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident 
in each District Asylum during the years from 1900 to 1909 will 
be found in Table IX. (Appendix A.). Prom this Table it will 
be seen that the highest death-rate during 1909 was 12'6 per- 
cent. in Killamey, and the lowest 4'G per cent, in Clonmel 
and ' Ennis Asylums. The highest rate was 1'4 per cent, 
higher than the corresponding rate in the previous year, which 
was 1T2 in the same (Ivillarney) Asylum, while the lowest rate 
was '5 higher than that for the previous year, viz., 4'1 in the 
Waterford Asylum. 

Table XVI. (Appendix A.) shows the causes of death in the 
District and Auxiliary Asylums, with the average ages at death, 
and the number of cases in which the cause of death was verified 
by post-mortem examination. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths from phthisis, 
general paralysis of the insane, dysentery or colitis, and diarrhcea, 
and also the total number of deaths in each District Asylum 
during the year 1909 : — 


NUMBER OF DEATHS DURING X009. 


Percentage 
of Deaths 
from 

Phthisis to 
Total 
Deaths. 


From From 

General Dysentery 
Paralysis or Colitis 
of the and 

Insane. Diarrhoea. 


Antrim, 

Armagh, 

Ballinasloe, 

Belfast, 

Carlow, 
Castlebar, . . 
Clonmel, 

Cork, including 
Youghal 
Auxiliary. 
Downpatrick, 
Ennis, 

Enniscorthy, 


Killarney, . . 

22 

28-9 

- 

Letterkenny, 

3 

8-6 

- 

Limerick, . . 

9 

20-9 

— 

Londonderry, 

14 

25-9 

1 

Maryborough, 

8 

19-5 

1 

Monaghan, 

9 

20-0 

“ 

Mullingar, . . 

16 

24 ’2 

- 

Omagh, 

12 

20-0 

“ 

Richmond and 

74 

25-0 

32 

Portrane. 

Sligo, 

8 

20-0 

2 

Waterford, 

9 

26-5 

- 

Total, . . 

350 

22-7 

79 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


XX 


District a/nd AvMuvry Asylums, 


The following Table shows the total number of deaths each 
year from 1890 to 1909, and of those the number which resulted 
from phthisis, general paralysis of the insane, and epilepsy:— 


kUHBI 

Cause of Death. 

Othor 

Onuses. 

Total 

Number of 
Deaths. 

Year. 

Phthisis. 

General 
Paralysis of 
the Insane. 

Epilepsy. 

1890, . . 

255 

26 

55 

600 

936 

1891, .. 

215 

22 

43 

008 

888 

1892, . . 

259 

21 

72 

043 

995 

1893, .. 

300 

27 

52 

691 

1,076 

1894, . . 

324 

28 

04 

692 

1,108 

1895, . . 

257 

39 

58 

579 

933 

1890, . . 

255 

34 

59 

578 

926 

1897, . . 

343 

42 

51 

655 

1,091 

1898, . . 

339 

41 

49 

676 

1,105 

1899, .. 

321 

50 

44 

717 

1,132 

1900, . . 

349 

40 

56 

829 

1,274 

1901, . . 

313 

47 

54 

343 

1,257 

1902, . . 

349 

44 

06 

807 

1,326 

1903, . . 

308 

52 

52 

917 

1,389 

1904, . . 

418 

50 

71 

904 

1,449 

1905, . . 

407 

55 

50 

932 

1,450 

1906, . . 

370 

54 

87 

946 

1,457 

1907, . . 

400 

74 

03 

949 

1,486 

1908, . . 

372 

40 

03 

936 

1,417 

1909, . . 

350 

79 

79 

1,034 

1,542 

Total, 

6,570 

877 

1,194 

15,590 

24,237 


Autopsies. 

In 222 eases the cause of death was verified by post-mortem 
examination, as against 235 for the previous year. We regret 
to record that the number of these examinations, which de- 
creased in 1908, showed a further decrease last year. 

In four Asylums, viz. : — Carlow, Clonmel, Killarney, and 
Monaghan, no post-mortem examinations were made during the 
year; while only one was made, in Armagh, and two in Ennis 
Asylum. 


Pathologic at. Study. 

It is to be regretted that greater advancement has not been 
made in Irish Asylums, of late years, in the pursuit of pathological 
investigation. This subject is of such importance to the human 
race, being so essential to progress in the treatment of insanity, 
that we cannot too strongly impress on all concerned in the 
management of these Institutions, and especially on the junior 
medical staff connected with them, the necessity for greater 
effort, so as, in some degree, to keep pace with the advance now 
being made in all similar institutions throughout the civilised 
world. 

We would, therefore, again bring under the notice of the Com- 
mittees of Management of the various Asylums the advantages to 
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be gained by combining in an arrangement, in pursuance of the 
provisions of the 5th section of the Act 1, Edward VII., cap. 17, 
by which a common laboratory might be. provided, and a 
pathologist appointed who would give instruction in the pursuit 
of scientific investigation, to the medical staff. 

* The Irish District Asylums afford unlimited opportunities for 
the study of insanity, and it is unfortunate that advantage is not 
taken of such means of adding to our store of knowledge on the 
subject. At the same time, it must be admitted that in nearly 
all the public Asylums of Ireland, the medical staff is numerically 
so weak as to have little time available for pathological study. 

BECOVEEY AND DEATH BATES. 

Table VII. (Appendix A.) shows the percentage of the re- 
coveries on the admissions, and of the deaths on the daily average 
number resident in each of the District Asylums during 1909, 
while Table VIII. gives similar percentages, and also the per- 
centage of recoveries on the daily average number in all the 
Asylums, from 1893 to 1909. 

From these Tables it will be seen that the percentage of re- 
coveries on admissions during 1909 was 38'4, viz., 36'9 amongst 
the males, and 40-2 amongst the females; while the percentage 
of the recoveries on the daily average number resident during the 
year was 6'8, viz., 6'9 amongst the males, and 6-7 amongst the 
females. 

Miscellaneous Tables. 

Table V. (Appendix A) shows the duration of disease on re- 
ception in the admissions, discharges, and deaths during 1909 ; 
Table VI. the length of residence in Asylums of the patients who 
recovered, and of those who died during the year; Table XI. 
gives the ages of patients in quinquennial periods ; Table XII. 
their educational condition ; and Table XIII. their social con- 
dition as to marriage. 

Table XIV. gives the probable causes of insanity amongst 
those admitted in 1909, and Table XV. the forms of mental 
disease in the admissions, recoveries, and deaths during the year. 

Suicides and Deaths from Misadventube, &c., in Distbict 
Asylums. 

The number of deaths under this heading during the year was 
six, viz., two from suicide; and four from misadventure. 

In the previous year the total number was ten, viz. five 
from suicide, four from misadventure, and one from injuries in- 
flicted by a, fellow-patient. In one of the cases, however, which 
occurred during 1909, the patient, a female who had been sent 
home on triai from the Bichmond Asylum, died as the result of 
burns sustained at home by her clothes having accidentally 
caught on fire. 

The particulars of each of the five cases which occurred m the 
Asylums are as follow : — 

Suicides. 

At Ballinasloe Asylum, on the 12th May, a male patient was 
Working with others near the Biver Suck, which flow's past the 
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Asylum grounds, when lie suddenly broke away from the party, 
and, before he could be overtaken, reached the river, plunged in, 
and was drowned. A Coroner’s inquest was held, and the jury 
returned a verdict of death from suicide by drowning. They 
exonerated the staff from blame in connection with the matter, 
hut suggested that the river should he protected. 

Wo also lurid an inquiry on oath, as the result of which we con- 
curred in the finding of the Coroner's jury, and suggested the 
advisability of erecting an unclimbablo fence along that part ol 
the river bank which abuts on the Asylum estate. 

At Lettericenny Asylum, on the 27th September, a male 
patient escaped from the Asylum about dusk, and although at- 
tendants were searching for him all night, ho remained concealed 
until the following morning, when lie threw himself in front of 
an approaching train on the railway line some distance from the 
Asylum, and, being struck by the engine, he sustained a fracture 
of the skull and other injuries from which ho died almost a month 
afterwards. A Coroner’s inquest was hold, and the jury returned 
a verdict in accordance with the facts, adding that there was no 
blame attached to the attendants in charge of the patient when 
he escaped. 

We also held an inquiry on oath regarding the case, and in 
our report on the case, we expressed the opinion that there was 
some negligence in leaving a door open which ought to have been 
kept closed. Wo also pointed out the necessity for increasing 
the staff, and made some suggestions as regards the supervision 
of suicidal patients, and the securing of window frames in the 
Asylum. 

Heaths vuom Misadventure. 

At Letterkenny Asylum, on the 8th duly, a male patient 
sustained a fracture of the neck of the left femur, as the result 
of being knocked down by a fellow-patient. He died twelve days 
afterwards, and a Coroner’s inquest was held — the verdict of the 
jury being that death was due to exhaustion and heart failure 
following the fracture. 

At Monaghan Asylum, on the 29th December, a male patient 
fell in an epileptic seizure when corning down a flight of stairs, 
sustaining a fracture of the frontal bone of the skull, from which 
he died throe hours after. A Coroner’s inquest was held, and 
the jury returned a verdict accordingly, adding that no blame was 
attached to any of the attendants in connection with the matter. 

As the result of an inquiry on oath which wo held regarding the 
ease, wc concurred in the finding of the Coroner’s jury exonerat- 
ing the staff from blame, but we made a suggestion as regards the 
separation of the epileptics from the suicidal and newly admitted 
cases. 

At Poetrane Asylum, on the 4th February, a male patient, 
who was regarded as being convalsecent, escaped from the re- 
creation ground, and, although followed by attendants, ne 
managed to roach the seashore, before they could overtake nun, 
and, divesting himself of some of his clothing, lie rushed into 
the water, swam out about 200 yards, when he disappeared— hi 6 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



District and Auxiliary Asylums. xxiii 

■ strength having apparently failed. Eight days after, his body 
was washed ashore some miles off. A Coroner’s inquest was 
held, and the verdict of the jury was that the patient was drowned 
when attempting to escape from the Asylum, and they added .a 
rider to the effect that they did not consider there was any 
negligence or want of care on the part of the attendants in con- 
nection with the matter. 

Having held an inquiry on oath, we found nothing calling for 
unfavourable comment in the ease. 


Insanitary Conditions and Outbreaks of Zymotic Disease. 

The following arc the particulars of the insanitary conditions 
and outbreaks of zymotic disease which were reported in the 
different Asylums during the year : — 

In Antrim Asylum an outbreak of influenza occurred at the 
beginning of the year, attacking twelve male and four female 
patients, all of whom, however, recovered. The death-rate 
during the year was considerably above the average, being 10'7 
per cent, of the average number resident. 

In Armagh Asylum the only zymotic disease which appeared 
was one case of influenza, from which the patient recovered. 

In Ballinasloe Asylum, as in previous years, a considerable 
number of cases of zymotic disease occurred. Fourteen patients 
and two of the staff suffered from enteric fever, and this disease 
was returned as the cause of death in three eases during the year. 
Twenty-five of each sex, and a member of the staff -were attacked 
by diarrhoea, and five cases of the disease proved fatal within the 
year. Two of each sex suffered from erysipelas, one of the eases 
ending fatally. 

The other zymotic diseases recorded were : five of dysenteiy , 

twenty-eight (including eighteen amongst the staff) of tonsillitis, 
four of measles ; and two of influenza — none of these diseases, 
however, proving' fatal. 

In Belfast Asylum one male and two females suffered from 
erysipelas, and thirty-three males and fifty-one females from in- 
fluenza. All, however, recovered. The death-rate during the 
year was above the average, being 9'2 per cent, of the average 
number resident. 


In Carlow Asylum, as in the previous year, no cases of 
zymotic disease occurred. 

In Castlebar Asylum an outbreak of enteric fever occurred 
in the spring, the infection being traced to the milk supplied, by 
a contractor. Five male patients, three of the male stall (in- 
cluding the then Assistant Medical Officer), and five of the female 
staff were attacked, but all recovered. A few sporadic cases of 
influenza, also appeared. The death-rate was below the average, 
being only 5'1 per cent, of the average number resident during 
the yeah; 


In Clonmel Asylum six males, thirty-two females, and five 
members of the staff were attacked by dysentery, and one male 
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and two female patients by enteric fever, all of whom recovered- 
hut there was a fatal case of the latter (lisea.se amongst the staff' 
Notwithstanding the number of eases of zymotic disease which 
appeared , the death-rate was one. of the lowest amongst the Dis 
ti ict Asylums during the year, being only <fG per cent, of the 
average number resident. 

In Cork Asylum the number of cases of zymotic disease re- 
corded in 1908 showed a considerable reduction on previous years 
and in 1909 there was a still greater reduction— only four cases 
of enteric fever having occurred, viz., two amongst the female 
patients (one being fatal), and two amongst the female staff. 
The latter were probably contracted outside the Asylum, as the 
attendants had only returned from holidays when symptoms of 
the disease appeared. 

In the Youghad Auxiliary Asylum the only zymotic disease 
which appeared was influenza , which attacked four male patients, 
all of whom recovered. 

In Downpatrick Asylum the only cases of zymotic disease 
during the year were two of erysipelas, on the female side, and 
three of influenza on the male side, none of which proved fatal. 

In Ennis Asylum two female patients, and one of the male 
staff were attacked by erysipelas, while two of each sex, and six 
members of the staff suffered from influenza. None of the cases 
of zymotic disease, however, ended fatally, and the death-rate 
was amongst the lowest during the year, being only 4’6 percent, 
of the average number resident. 

- In Ennircobthy Asylum, influenza attacked thirteen male 
and five female patients, and proved fatal in live of the rhftle 
cases. No other forms of zymotic disease appeared during tire 
year. 

In Kilkenny Asylum, no eases of zymotic disease occurred 
during the year. 

In Killarney Asylum the death-rate, which was the highest 
of all the District Asylums in 1908, was even higher in 1909, 
viz., 12'G per cent, of the average number resident, and con- 
tinued to be the highest for the year. The record of zymotic 
disease was heavy. Twenty-six males and twelve females were 
attacked by colitis, which proved fatal in four of the male and 
two of the female eases. There were also four cases of erysipelas 
on the male, and one on the female side, and a member of the 
male staff suffered from enteric fever, but none of these six cases 
ended fatally. 

In Lettebkenny Asylum four males and thirteen females were 
attacked by influenza, which proved fatal in two of the male 
and one of the female cases. Two females suffered from ery- 
sipelas and one from scarlatina, all of whom recovered. The 
death-rate in this Asylum during the year was almost the lowest 
of all the District Asylums, being only 4'9 per cent, of the 
average number resident. 

In Limerick Asylum, as in the two previous years, there was 
only one case of zymotic disease, viz., enteric fever, from which 
the patient (a female) recovered. 
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In Londonderry Asylum the only zymotic disease which 
occurred was one case of measles on the female side. The death- 
rate was, however, above the average, being 9 9 per cent, of the 
average number resident. 

In Maryborough Asylum the death-rate, which was consider- 
ably above the average for several years past, tell to 7 4 per cent, 
of the average number resident in 1909, and, as m 1908 the only 
zymotic disease reported during the year was one lion-fatal case 
of enteric fever amongst the staff. 

Tn Monaghan Asylum the death-rate still continues to be low, 
having been only 5 per cent, of the daily average number resi- 
dent during 1909 Tho zymotic diseases which appeared within 
the year were seven cases of erysipelas, two oi influenza, an 
one fatal case of enteric fever. 

In Mullingar Asylum , although cases of enteric fever con- 
tinue to occur, the number is less— only three having been re- 
ported in 1909, viz., two amongst the patients and one amongst 
the staff— all on the male side. One of the patients succumbed 
to the disease. The only other form of zymotic disease whim 
appeared was diphtheria, of which there was one non-fatal case 
on the female side. , , , 

In Omagh Asylum one male and two females were attacked by 
enteric fever, which proved fatal in one of the female peases . < One 
of each sex suffered from erysipelas which ended fatally m the 
male case. Six female patients and two members of the female 
staff were attacked by German measles ; a male patient by c 
lulitis ; and five females by influenza, but all recovered. 

In the Richmond and Portrane Asylums one male and four- 
teen females, and a member of the male staff suffered fro 
dysentery which proved fatal in the case of the male patient, and 
one of the females. Three cases of enteric fever 
on the female side, one of which ended fatal y - 1 , ^ d 

and nine females and a member of the male staff were attacked 
by erysipelas, and one of the female staff by s adatina ah o 
whom recovered. The death-rate m these Asy i . 

the average during the year, having amounted to 9 4 per ce • 
of the daily average number resident. 

In Sligo Asylum there were two fatal cases of enteric ever on 
the male side. Two females were also attacked by this disease^ 
and another by erysipelas, but all recovered. ^ death-rate 
during the year was 6 per cent, of fb e . a , e A 
resident, which is below the average rate for 

No zymotic disease of any kind appeared m the Waterford 
Asylum during the year, and the death-rate, as m t P > 
very low, having been only 5'6 per cent, of the daily average 
number resident. 

Receipts and Expenditure during the Year. 

The expenditure incurred in the maintenance of the patients 
in District Asylums during the financial year ending 31st March, 
1909, is shown in Table XAIII. (Appendix A). 
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From thin Table it will be Keen that for the maintenance o 1 
an average number of 19,586 patients, including the repayment' 
iu respect of loans for building works, purchase of land , and other 
capital, charges, a sum of .-(1500,5)08 Os. 3d. was expended during 
the year. 0 

Excluding the loan repayments above referred to, which 
amounted to £93,843 17s. Oil., the gross amount expended on the 
actual maintenance ol' the patients was £407,664 3s. 3d. 

The receipts during the year were as follow £325,137 2s. M 
was paid out of Eocal Hates; the Government paid 
£191,188 13,?. 3 d. out of the Local Taxation Account, by way of 
Capitation Grant, in pursuance of the 58th section (sub-section 
(2), (c.)) of the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898; and a 
further Government contribution amounting to £7,597 9s. 8d. 
was made in respect of the full cost of maintenance of Criminal 
Lunatics during the previous year, in pursuance of section 3 of 
the Act 1 Ed. VII., cap. 17. Sums amounting to £188 7s. 3d. 
in all wore received from private sources in relief of the vote for 
the maintenance of such lunatics. Miscellaneous receipts, such 
as sales of farm and garden produce, sales of offal and old stores, 
fines on attendants, interest allowed by Bank, &c., produced 
£12,019 Is. 2d., while sums amounting to £12,954 10?. 44. were 
contributed by the relatives of patients, or out of their private 
property. 

All the foregoing figures refer to the District Asylums, and do 
not take into account the Auxiliary Asylum at Youghal, which 
contained an average number of 399 patients during the year, 
and the receipts and expenditure on behalf of which are shown 
at foot of Table XVI II. (Appendix A). When these are taken 
into _ consideration, the total expenditure on the District and 
Auxiliary Asylums, including the repayments of loans for build- 
ing works, etc., amounts to £508,416 6,s\ 8d., and the net ex- 
penditure on maintenance, excluding the loan repayments re- 
ferred to, amounts to £473,311 16s. 6 <1. 

The addition of the sum levied off the Cork District for the 
Auxiliary Asylum (£6,694 8s. 0 d.) raises the, total amount paid 
out of local rates to £331,831. I Os. Id. ; the addition of the Capita- 
tion Grant paid out of the Local Taxation Account in respect of 
the patients in the Auxiliary (£2,105 12s. Oil.) raises the total 
amount of the Grant to £193,294 5s. 3d., and the addition of the 
Miscellaneous Receipts in the case of the Auxiliary 
(£141 19?. 7 cl.) raises the total of these receipts to £12,161 Os. 9(1. 
Save in exceptional cases, when the cost of small works is de- 
frayed out of money provided for current expenditure, the actual 
sum expended on building works, purchase of land, &o., the cost 
of which is met by a loan obtained for the purpose in each case, 
decs not appear in Table XVl.TT. ; as it is only when these loans 
come under repayment that such works involve an outlay of 
Asylum Funds. 

The Government contributions for each of the years from 18 [o 
to 1908-9, during which the Government Grant has been in 
operation, together with the amounts paid out of local rates m 
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respect of the District and Auxiliary Asylums, are shown in the 
following Table 




Amount 6 of the Contribution towards tlie 






District and Auxiliary Asylums of Ireland. 

Daily 

Year. 

From Government 1 

1 

A 

verage 

Sources. 


*’rom Local 


umbel 

esident. 



In 

spect oi'| 

Total. R 


Capitation rc 

Kates. 



Grant. C 

nminal 

iunatics.| 

1 



1875, 

£ 

56,948 

£ 

.£ 

140,469 

£ 

197,417 

7,692 

1876, 

77,907 

— 

100,615 

184,522 

7,943 

1877, 

80,380 

— 

130,005 

210,3S5 

8,102 

1878, 

82,054 

— 

t 

t 

8,306 

1879, 

84,810 

— 

103,484 

188,294 

8,423 

1880, 

85,84L 

— 

108,964 

194,805 

8.545 

1881, 

87,250 

— 

122,679 

209,929 

8,794 

1882, 

89,425 

— 

114,953 

204,378 

9,170 

1883, 

92,867 

_ 

122,379 

215,246 

9,495 

1884, 

94,500 

— 

121,221 

215,721 

9,619 

1885, 

98,698 

— 

110,008 

208,706 

9,781 

188G, 

99,609 



93,788 

193,397 

9,998 

1887, 

101,800 

— 

104,326 

206,126 

L0,263 

1888, 

103,996 



101,070 

205,072 

10,693 

1889, 

109,118 



121,158 

230,276 

11,019 

1890, 

112,211 



123,358 

235,569 

11,297 

1891, 

111,990 



146,351 

258,341 

11,644 

1892, 

112,050 



148,042 

260,092 

< 11,958 

1893, 

119,721 

’ 

152,838 

272,559 

12,307 

1894, 

129,449 



153,001 

282,450 

12,605 

1895, 

126,266 

' 

164,880 

291,146 

13,082 

1896, 

130,653 

_ 

176,585 

307,238 

13,735 

1897, 

137,511 



183,815 

321,326 

14,340 

1898, 

343,653 

— 

216,742 

360,395 

16,019 

1899, from 1 b 1 Jan. 

516 

— 

110,249 

110,705 

— 

to 31st March. 
1899-1900, 

153,467 

_ 

211,902 

365,369 

15,785 

1900-1901, 

160,282 

— 

300,000 

460,282 

16,283 

1901-1902, 

165,826 

— 

360,056 

525,882 

16,796 

1902-1903, 

171,603 

_ 

363,798 

535,401 

17,428 

1903-1904, 

176,034 

3,448 

350,660 

580,142 

18,060 

1904-1905, 

181,760 

5,110 

332,506 

519,376 

18,576 

1905-1906, 

184,678 

11,145 

330,196 

526,019 

18,967 

1906-1907, 

186,363 

10 900 

323,822 

521,175 

19,240 

1907-1908, 

190,318 

7,873 

311,194 

509,385 

19,506 

1908-1909, 

193,294 

7,697 

331,831 

53*2,722 

19,985 


■ The amounts are given in round numbers fractions of £1 being excluded. 
tThe exact amount for this year cannot be ascertained. 
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As stated in previous reports, the Asylum accounts before the 
Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898,' came into operation did 
not include loan repayments and, therefore, prior to the year 
1900-1, the amount shown in the fourth column of above Table 
only represents the amount paid out of local rates towards the 
actual maintenance of the patients, excluding the cost of land 
buildings, etc. 1 

The amounts paid out of local rates do not, however, afford an 
exact indication of the actual expenditure from year to year as 
the sum required to be levied in any one year is affected by the 
balance in hand or deficit, as the case may be, at the beeinnme 
thereof.. B 


AviiRAon Cost. 

Table XIX. (Appendix A) shows the average cost per patient 
under the different heads of expenditure, in each of the Asylums. 
From this Table it will be seen that the averages per patient for 
all the Asylums for the year 1908-9, wore as follow 


— 

District 

Asylums. 

Yougjial 

Auxiliary 

Asylum. 

1 Average cost, including charges in respect of build- 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

ings, land, &c. — 

(a.) Calculated on the gross expenditure 

28 12 0 

18 16 4 

(&.) Calculated on the gross expenditure, less 
receipts from paying pullouts and other 
miscellaneous receipts, , , 

27 7 3 

18 9 3 

2. Average cost, excluding charges in respect of tmild- 
i ings, land, &c., i.e., cost of maintenance only — 

(a.) Calculated on the gross expenditure, less loan 
repayments, . . 

23 17 C 

14 8 1 

(&.) Calculated on the gross expenditure, less loan 
repayments and receipts from miscellaneous 
sources, . . . ... 

(c.) Calculated on tho gross expenditure, loss loan 
repayments, receipts from miscellaneous 
sources, and receipts on behalf of paying 
patients, ..... 

23 6 2 

14 1 .0 

22 11 11 

14 1 0 


These figures show an increase in the case of the District 
Asylums, and a reduction in the case of the Auxiliary Asylum, 
as compared with the amounts for the previous year, which were 
as follow : — 


— 

District Asylums. 

Yougbal Auxiliary 
Asylum. 



£ »• i 

1 (<t.) 

28 10 8 

10 1 8 

(*■), 

27 4 10 

19 i 1 

2 0), 

23 13 !) 

16 5 0 

(!>■), 

23 1 2 

16 2 0 

(«•), 

22 7 11 

16 2 0 
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The increase in the gross cost (1 (a)) in the case of the District 
Asylums amounted to 2s. Id., and in the net cost (2 (c)) to 4s. 

highest gross average cost per patient in the District 
Asylums, including loan repayments, was in the case of the 
Richmond and Portrane Asylums, where it amounted to 
£33 9s 2d and the highest net average, excluding loan repay- 
ments and ’deducting receipts from paying patients, and other 
miscellaneous receipts, was in the case of the Sligo Asylum, 
where the amount was £25 3s. lid. .... . 

The lowest average gross cost in the District Asylums, includ- 
ing loan repayments, was in the case of Castlebar Asylum, in 
which the amount was £23 Is. lid. ; and the lowest net average, 
excluding loan repayments, and deducting receipts from paying 
patients, 0 and other miscellaneous receipts, was in Carlow 
Asylum,’ the amount being £18 13s. 5d. 

The following are the details of the average annual cost per 
head for all the Asylums, calculated on the gross expenditure 
during the year 1908-9, as compared with 1907-8 



Average cost per patient per 
Annum, calculated on the Gross 

Expenditure. ; 

Heads under which the Expenditure 
is classified. 

District Asylums. ^ 

r oughal Auxiliary 
Asylum. 


Year 

907-1908. 

Year 

908-1909. 

Year 

907-1908. 

Year 

908-1909. 

Loan repayments, 

Salaries and wages, . 

Superannuation, ..... 

Provisions and groceries, .... 
Wines, spirits, and beer, .... 
Tobacco and snuff, . ■ • 

Medicines and medical and surgical appliances. 
Clothing, . . ■ • * 

Bedding, •••••■ 
Furniture, 

Fuel and light, . 

Washing materials, . • 

Water supply* • • • 

Farm and garden expenses, . . 

Repairs and alterations, .... 
Stationery, printing, and advertising, . 

Renta, Tates, taxes, and insurances, 

Incidental expenses (including postage). 

£ s. d. 

4 17 G 

5 5 11 
0 13 11 
8 C 11 
0 18 
0 5 1 

0 2 9 

1 18 11 
0 11 1 
0 7 8 
2 9 5 
0 G 0 

0 4 2 

1 2 2 
14 1 
0 3 10 
0 3 4 
0 6 8 

£ 4‘. d. 

4 15 10 

5 4 7 
0 13 7 
8 9 3 

0 1 C 
0 6 1 
0 2 8 

1 19 3 
0 11 9 
0 9 1 

2 8 7 
0 0 5 
0 4 1 
16 4 
13 4 
0 3 8 
0 3 8 
0 6 4 

£ s. d. 

4 2 7 
3 6 4 

6 12 5 
0 0 9 
0 2 5 
0 1 4 
16 8 

0 3 7 

1 14 G 
0 5 2 
0 8 G 
0 17 3 
0 15 7 
0 3 0 
0 1 11 
0 6 8 

£ s. d. 

4 8 3 
3 9 9 

C 1 1 
0 0 4 
0 15 
0 11 
0 6 0 

0 15 
2 3 4 
0 5 4 
0 5 0 
0 14 5 
0 7 3 
0 2 7 
0 3 5 
0 G 8 

Total average cost of patients maintained in 
workhouses under Act 38 & 89 Vie., cap. 67, sec. 9, 

18 8 3 

IS S 7 

— 

- 

Gross Total, 

28 10 8 

28 12 9 

19 7 8 

18 16 4 

Total excluding Loan Repayments, . • 

23 13 9 

23 17 5 

15 6 0 

14 8 1 

Deduct average sum per head received as 
contributions on behalf of paying patients, and 
as casual receipts, .... 

1 5 10 

1 5 6 

0 3 1 

0 7 1 

Net annual cost per head to Public Funds, in- 
cluding Loan Repayments, 

Do., excluding do., « • 

27 4 10 
22 7 11 

27 7 3 
22 11 11 

19 4 7 
16 2 

18 9 3 
14 1 0 
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Cost on Local Kates. 

Tabic XXI. (Appendix A) shows the total cost of the District 
and Auxiliary Asylums on the. local rates; and also the. estimated 
poundage of the. total sum paid during the year, on the rateable 
property of each district. As will he. seen by this table, the 
estimated poundage on the rateable property of all Ireland during 
the year 190S-9 was 5/,,-d., being ;\,d. more than the rateforthe 
previous year. 

Asylum Farms. 

Table XVII. (Appendix A.) shows the quantity of land in 
connection with each District and Auxiliary Asylum, and how it 
was utilised in the year 1909. 

The only addition made was in the. case of Ennis Asylum, 
where the Committee acquired 9 acres 0 roods 7 perches of land 
surrounding the filter beds, which were constructed in connec- 
tion with the now water supply introduced a few years ago. 

Ten acres were, however, given up at the Mullingar Asylum, 
as sites for labourers’ cottages, with the net result that the total 
area of land attached to all the Asylums was reduced by 3 roods 
and 33 perches. 

The receipts and expenditure on behalf of the Asylum farms 
are shown in Table XX. (Appendix A.), from which it will be 
seen that a total profit of .-614,532 12 . 9 . 3J d. was made on the 
working .of these farms during the financial year 1908-9. 

Accommodation. 

The following are the details of the works recently carried out; 
in progress, or urgently required at the. various Asylums 

Antrim Asylum.— No important works have been carried out 
at this Asylum during, the. year. We. have suggested the exten- 
sion of the farm, if an opportunity of acquiring additional land 
arises. 

Armagh Asylum. — An alternative exit from the attics of the 
new building for use in ease of lire, lias not yet been provided, as 
suggested by ns, nor have, any steps been taken to provide ob- 
servation dormitories, although the Committee have had these 
matters under consideration. The erection of additional accom- 
modation for patients is also still in abeyance. In our annual 
report on the inspection of the Asylum wo called attention to the 
necessity for enlarging the laundry and improving the heating of 
the buildings. 

Ballinasloe Asylum.— 'fhe work of improving and increasing 
the accommodation by the removal of dividing walls, and thus 
converting small rooms and corridors into large dayrooms and 
dormitories, has now been completed on the male side, but ad- 
ditional accommodation is still much needed. The extension ana 
improvement of! the laundry has also boon completed, and a dis- 
infecting chamber has been erected. Additions have been made 
to the front gate-lodge, and tile farm attendant’s cottage, and an 
electric cable has been laid to the old building. 
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We have called attention to the very defective state of the 
sewerage system, which is, probably in some degree at any rate, 
accountable for the large number of cases of infectious disease in 
this Asylum for many years past. The matter is at present 
under the consideration of the Committee. 

Belfast Asylum. — The erection of the various buildings of 
the villa colony Asylum at Purdysburn is being vigorously carried 
on. The recreation hall, two Chapels, and mortuary have 
already been completed, and the administrative block, hospital, 
workshops, laundry, stores, water tower, farm buildings, and 
four additional Villas are now in course of erection. 

Carlow Asylum. — A new drainage system has been laid down 
in the farmyard, and some sanitary accommodation has been 
provided there. Plans for the erection of a cottage at the farm, 
and a new cow-shed, and the conversion of the existing shed into 
implement and food stores, have been approved of. We have 
directed the attention of the Committee to the necessity for ad- 
ditional accommodation for patients, the enlargement of the 
dining hall, the remodelling of the sanitary and lavatory accom- 
modation in several divisions, the provision of a mortuary, the 
improvement of the appliances in the kitchen and laundry, the 
lowering of some of the windows, and the improvement of the 
heating of some of the single rooms. 

Castlebar Asylum.— The new sewage disposal scheme, which 
was referred to in previous reports, has now been taken in hand, 
and the necessary excavations in connection with it have been 
carried out. Owing to the large increase in the number of the 
patients, the Asylum has become greatly overcrowded, and we 
have, therefore, called the attention of the Committee to the 
necessity for providing further accommodation. 

Clonmel Asylum. — Some additional sanitary and lavatory’ 
accommodation has been provided at this Asylum, and electric 
power has been installed in the laundry. We have suggested 
the erection of a properly equipped mortuary. No steps have yet 
been taken to provide suitable accommodation for the female 
staff or to vacate the lower ward of the male house as recom- 
mended in previous reports. 

Cork Asylum. — The isolation hospital at this Asylum has 
been fitted up as a sanatorium for phthisical cases — two glass 
verandas having been erected in connection therewith. _ A new 
supply of water has been obtained at the farm by boring to a 
depth of 80 feet. As the Institution has become overcrowded, 
we have suggested that the question of providing further accom- 
modation should engage the attention of the Committee. 

_ Youchal Auxiliary Asylum.— No important works were car^ 
ried out at this Asylum during the year. The question of im- 
proving the water supply is still engaging the attention of the 
Committee. We have suggested that the walls in many parts of 
the building should be plastered. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



xxxii District and Auxiliary Asylums. 

Downpatrick Asylum. — Considerable progress has been made 
with the works m connection with the. new water supply 
f erred to in our last Deport. The pump-house lias been erected’ 
the reservoir has boon excavated , the. foundations of the watw 
tower have been built, and the mains have been laid. Then 
vision of a dining-liall for the male attendants; the erection of °a 
house for the storekeeper ; and some alterations in several of the 
wards have been under consideration. We have suggested the 
provision of a separate building for Divine Service, and the sub 
stitution of modern wooden window-sashes for the old fixed 
metal sashes, whore the latter still remain. 

Ennis Asylum. — A new fire main has been laid round this 
Asylum, and a now concrete water tank has been constructed* 
Further delay has taken place in carrying out the works in con- 
nection with the now sewage disposal system referred to in pre- 
vious Reports, but it is hoped that they will shortly be com- 
menced. The plans for the conversion of Tulla Workhouse into 
an Auxiliary Asylum are now almost completed, but no steps 
have been taken to carry out the much-needed extension and 
improvement of the buildings at the main Asylum, so often re- 
ferred to in previous Reports, although, as we have before pointed 
out, these works will bo required, notwithstanding the provision 
of an Auxiliary Asylum. Wo have made several suggestions for 
relieving the serious _ overcrowding of the Institution, and we 
have also called attention to the necessity for additional machinery 
in the laundry. 

Enntscorthy Asylum. — Thu boring operations in connection 
with the new water supply at this Asylum, which was referred to 
in previous Reports, have boon completed, and a concrete storage 
tank has boon constructed. We have suggested the enlargement 
of the laundry, which has become too cramped for the amount 
0/ work to be done in it. 

.Ktlkrnny: Asylum. — (lontracts have, now been taken for light- 
ing this Asylum by electricity and providing an improved water 
supply, and the works have been commenced. The new annexe 
has not yet been occupied, hut as soon as the water supply and 
lighting works are completed, a number of patients will be trans- 
ferred to it. Wc have suggested to the Committee that, when 
this has been done, they should consider the question of provid- 
ing accommodation for the insane inmates of the various Work- 
houses in the County, as the annexe would admit of extension 
for tho purpose, at a very moderate cost. 

ICillarney Asylum. — T he ventilation in parts of this Asylum 
has been much improved by making the fixed iron window sashes 
to open, and fitting blind windows with moveable wooden sashes. 
We have suggested the, provision of better workshops, the re- 
modelling of some of the small dormitories by removing dividing 
walls, and tho fitting up of tho. detached hospital for the treat- 
ment of tuberculous cases. No steps have yet been taken to 
obtain the additional land which is required for the recreation as 
well as for the employment of tho patients. 
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Letterkenny Asylum. — In connection with the new water- 
works, which have been jointly undertaken by the Asylum Com- 
mittee and the Letterkenny Urban District Council, a large 
reservoir is being constructed at this Asylum by the labour of the 
patients, supervised by some of the staff. The heating system 
has been re-constructed. 

Lbiekick Asylum. — The ten cottages for married attendants, 
referred to in our last Report, have been completed. A coal 
store has also been erected, and additions have been made to the 
cowshed 

We have again called attention to the overcrowding which 
still continues, and is so marked on the male side. No steps 
have yet been taken to remodel the front wings ; to enlarge the 
Catholic Chapel and dining halls ; or to re-construct the general 
bathrooms, as recommended in previous Reports. 

Londonderry Asylum. — As stated in previous Reports, the 
old buildings at this Asylum arc quite unsuited for the treatment 
of recent and acute cases, while the stores, laundry, and work- 
shops are antiquated and inadequate. No important structural 
works were carried out during the year. Some new’ piggeries 
were erected at the Gransha branch. 

Maryborough Asylum. — The remodelling of the heating 
apparatus of this Asylum and the erection of suitable workshops, 
the necessity for which was referred to in previous Reports, have 
now been taken in hand. One of the corridors has been re- 
floored, as recommended by ns, but no steps have yet been taken 
to remodel and improve the ventilation of the single rooms. 

Monaghan Asylum. — The Committee have had under con- 
sideration for some time past the question of providing additional 
accommodation for the insane poor of the district, but no decision 
has yet been arrived at, nor have any steps been taken to re- 
model and enlarge the administrative departments, to provide 
telephonic communication between the various buildings, or to 
erect suitable workshops for the employment of the patients, the 
necessity for which has been so often pointed out. The only 
work of any importance which was carried out during the year 
was the provision of a lrigh-pressure water supply to the new 
building. 

Mullingar Asylum. — The electric lighting of the Petitswood 
block from the main building ; the alterations in the sewerage 
system at that block ; and the construction of a veranda at the 
male hospital, all of which were referred to in our last Report, 
are. now completed. The coal yard has also been roofed over. 
The question of a new system of sewage disposal for the entire 
institution is under consideration. As the Asylum is now over- 
crowded by above 100 patients, the question of providing ad- 
ditional accommodation cannot be much longer postponed. At- 
tention has been called to the low temperature maintained 
throughout the buildings, notwithstanding that, a new heating 
apparatus has just been introduced into the Asylum, 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



xxxlv 


Dlgpt'iei and AuMini'y Asylmix. 


Omagh Asylum.— No decision lias yet been arrived at re»ard- 
ing the provision of the much-needed additional accommodation 
at this Asylum, to which attention has been called in past reports. 

Richmond Asylum.— Considerable progress has been made 
with the erection of the additional accommodation at this Asylum” 
which was referred to in our last Report. A new Board Boom 
and Committee Room have been fitted up at the Grangegorman 
Annexe, thus setting free the former Board Room as accommoda- 
tion for patients. The internal walls of the male dining-hall 
and adjoining dayrooms, corridors, etc., have been plastered: 
new floors have, been laid in a large section of the, male house, 
and two new airing sheds have been erected. An improvement 
has also been effected by the removal of some of the high walls 
at the .Grangegorman Annexe. We have, suggested the provision 
of visiting rooms other than those at present used for the pur- 
pose. 

Portrane Asylum. — The erection of the detached hospital 
block, referred to in our last Report as being part of the scheme 
for extending the accommodation for the insane poor of the dis- 
trict has not yet been taken in hand. The extension of the 
officers’ quarters has, however, progressed considerably, and 
plans for the erection of a new stable, potato house, abattoir, 
wash house, refrigerating room, granary, liquid manure tank, 
and additions to the hay barn and cattle shed have been approved 
of. Sanitary accommodation lias been erected on the exercise 
grounds. Some additional emergency doors have been provided 
for use in case of fire, and we have suggested further precautions 
in the case of the, wooden buildings. 

Sligo Asylum. — No steps have yet been taken to provide the 
much needed additional accommodation, so frequently referred 
to in our annual Reports. The question of lighting the institu- 
tion by electricity is still under consideration. The plastering' 
and painting of the internal walls are in progress, but much work 
of this nature still remains to be done. 

Water roRn Asylum.— The Roman Catholic Chapel at this 
Asylum has now been heated with hot water pipes. We have 
suggested some extensions in the laundry and meat store. 


Prosecutions. 

Two prosecutions for ill-treating patients were in s bM f( j 
during the year, both of which cases occurred in the Castlebai 
Asylum. In one, the eye of the patient (a male) was badly 
bruised and swollen. The attendant who inflicted the injury was 
convicted and fined T2 and costs. The Asylum Committee, un- 
wisely, in our opinion, decided to retain the • attendant m t 
service, but fined him .£1 in addition to the fine imposed by 
Magistrates. The Committee also reprimanded him seTCre ,,- ’ 
and warned him as to his future conduct. In the other case, _ 
wrist of tho patient (a female) was bruised and swollen 
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injury she alleged having been caused by a nurse striking her with 
a pass key. The Magistrates dismissed this case on its merits, as 
tliev did not consider the evidence sufficiently strong to convict. 
Two other cases of ill-treatment of patients were reported— one 
in Armagh Asylum and the other in Limerick Asylum. In the 
former the patient sustained a laceration of the urethra, with 
extravasation of urine into the neighbouring cellular tissue, 
which he alleged was caused by being kicked by an attendant. 
The attendant was dismissed, but the evidence against him was 
not deemed sufficient to justify a prosecution. In the second 
case, a male patient in Limerick Asylum was found one morning 
to be suffering from extensive bruises on his chest and arms, and 
contusion of one eye. The night attendant professed himself 
unable to explain how the patient sustained the injuries, but, on 
our deciding to hold an inquiry into the matter, this attendant 
resigned, and stated that he would not attend the inquiry, whicli 
was, therefore, not proceeded with. 

Inspection of Asylum Laundries and Workshops, &c. 

in pursuance of the arrangements set forth in the circular re- 
ferred to in our last Report, the Asylum laundries and work- 
shops, etc., have been visited by the Factory Inspectors of the 
respective districts, who have, in many cases, made valuable 
suggestions as regards the fencing of machinery and the better 
protection of the patients against danger of accidents. The sug- 
gestions have, in practically every case, been promptly carried 
out by the. Asylum Committees. 

Staff. 

The only change amongst the Resident Medical Superinten- 
dents of the District Asylums since the date of our last Report 
has been the retirement, owing to ill-health, of Dr. R. L. 
Donaldson, who was only appointed Medical Superintendent of. 
the Monaghan Asylum in February, 1907, after long and faithful 
service as Senior Assistant Medical Officer. It is with extreme 
regret that we record his retirement in the prime of life, as the 
result of injuries sustained in consequence of having been 
violently assaulted by a female patient early last year. Ho has 
been succeeded by Dr. Thomas P. Conlon, the Senior Assistant 
Medical Officer, whose zealous and efficient service for many 
years in that capacity give promise of his success in the more 
responsible post of Medical Superintendent. 

Superannuation Act, 1909. 

During the year 1909 a very important change in the con- 
ditions of service in District Asylums was effected by the passing 
of The Asylums Officers’ Superannuation Act, 1909 (9 Edw. 7, 
ch. 48). Under this Act, which came into operation in Ireland 
on the 1st April, 1910, Asylum officials will, in future, be en- 
rit-led to superannuation and other allowances on an assured basis. 
They are, however, for the first time, called upon to make a con- 
tribution towards their pensions, etc. — the contributions in the 
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case of existing officials ranging from two to three per cent, of 
the salary or wages and emoluments, according to length of ser- 
vice. In the cases of all officials appointed after the passing of 
the Act, the rate will be three per cent. The officials are to be 
divided by the Asylum Committee into two classes— the first con- 
sisting of all established officers and servants who have the care 
or charge of patients in tile usual course of their employment, 
and the second class to include all other established officers ami 
servants. Those of the. first class who have not less than twenty 
years’ service and are not less than fifty-five years old, or wb'o 
are permanently incapacitated after ten years’ service by injury 
or illness, are entitled to a superannuation allowance at the rate 
of one-fiftieth of their salary or wages and emoluments for each 
completed year of service. Those of the second class arc en- 
titled to a superannuation allowance under similar circumstances, 
except that in their case the age limit is raised to sixty yearn, 
and the rate is one-sixtieth instead of one-fiftietli fur each year 
of service. No superannuation allowance can exceed two-thirds 
of the salary or wages and emoluments. 

The Act also makes provision, amongst other matters, fur 
adding in special cases ' a number of years, not exceeding 
ten, to those actually served; for special superannuation 
allowances or gratuities in cases of officials injured in the 
discharge of their duties; for granting to the widow or 
children of an official dying while in the service a gratuity or 
annual allowance under certain circumstances; for returning in 
some cases the contributions made, by officials; for aggregating 
service in more than one Asylum for the purpose of computing 
the superannuation allowance, etc. ; and for apportioning the 
amount thereof between the different Asylums in which the 
official may have served. Provision is also made for safeguard- 
ing the rights of existing officers and for appeal to Your Ex- 
cellency in case of dispute. 

Under the Pauper Ininatio Asylums (Ireland) Superannuation 
Act, 1890 (33 and 5-1 Vic., c. 31.), which the Act of 1909 super- 
sedes, it- was within the, power of Asylum Committees to grantor 
withhold superannuation allowances as they saw fit. This Act 
is now repealed, save as regards any existing officials who may 
elect to remain subject to its provisions. 

In Appendix If. will be found a circular dated the 22nd 
December, 1909, regarding the provisions of the now Act. This 
circular was followed bv an Order prescribing the books to be 
kept with a view to recording the amount of the contributions 
made under the Act, particulars of service, etc., but as the Order 
referred to was not issued until 191.0, it will be dealt with in our 
next annual Report. 

Exemption op Contracts, etc., prom Stamp Dots. 

In Appendix F. will also bo found a Circular, dated the 29th 
May, 1909, notifying an important decision by the Board of in- 
land Revenue to the effect that Stamp Duty is no longer pajw® 
in respect of Bonds and Contracts in connection with Distne 
Asylums. 
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THE state criminal lunatic asylum, 

DUNDRUM. 

The number of patients resident in Dundrum Asylum at the 
end of 1909 was 174, viz., 151 males and 23 females, as compared 
with 1G8 (141 males and 24 females) at the end of 1908. 

The admissions (21) during 1909, including one female case 
re-admitted on revocation of her conditional discharge, showed a 
decrease of 3 on the number for the previous year, while the dis- 
charges numbered 13, as compared with 13 in the previous year. 

There were 2 deaths in 1909 as in 1908. 


The following Table shows the changes which have taken place 
amongst the inmates of the institution during the year 1909 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

-■ ' 

Remaining on 1st January, 1909, 
Admitted during the Year 1909, 

Total under treatment during Year, 

Discharged recovered, or not insane, 
Discharged improved, 

Died, 

Escaped, 

Remaining on 1st January, 1910, 

144 

•20 

24 168 

1 ; 21 

164 

25 189 

1 ' 1 2 

10 1 11 

2 | : 2 

151 ! 23 

1 

174 


Of the 21 cases admitted, 8 were found insane on arraignment , 

7 were acquitted of the offences with which they were charged, 
on the ground of insanity, or were found guilty but insane when 
the offences were committed; and 6 convicts, having become 
insane whilst undergoing sentences of penal servitude, weie 
transferred to the Asylum. 

The inmates remaining on the 31st December last were classi- 
fied as follows : — 111 (95 males and 16 females), w’ere louud in- 
sane on arraignment, and incapable of pleading ; 36 (3a males 
and 4 females) were acquitted on the ground of insanity, or a 
special verdict of guilty but insane was returned ; while 2/ L 
males and 3 females) were certified to be insane while undei going 
sentence of imprisonment or penal servitude. 

We have again to record that the general health of the patients 
has been good, and no accident, suicide, or- escape occurred duung 
the year. 

The special block for refractory patients, which was referred to 
in previous reports, has now been completed and occupied, lhe 
opening of this block has necessitated the addition oi two at- 
tendants to the staff. 
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Insane in Workhouses. 


The net average cost of maintenance during the financial , 
1908-9 was £41 os. 6(1. per patient, as compared with 113 q/o? 
in the previous year — showing a decrease of £1 14,?. gj ' ' 

The statistics relating to the Asylum , together with the animal 
report of the Eesident Physician and Governor, will be found in 
Appendix B. 

Table II. (Appendix B.) shows the various offences with which 
the patients under detention were charged ; Table III. shows the 
previous mental history of the patients; Table IV. the forms of 
their mental disease; Table V., the manner in which the 
patients discharged during the year were disposed of ; Table VI 
the ages of the patients ; Table VII. , their educational condition • 
Table VIII., their social condition as to marriage; Table IX ’ 
their previous occupations; Table XI., the daily average number 
employed; Table XII., the numbers attending Divine Service, 
etc. ; and Tables XIII., XIV., and XV. give details of the 
finances of the institution. 

BEESONS OP UNSOUND MIND IX IRISH 
WORKHOUSES. 

On the 1st January, 1910, the pauper lunatics in Irish work- 
houses (exclusive of those maintained under tile 9th Sec. of the 
Act 38 and 39 Viet., cap. G7, who are included in the population 
of the District Asylums), numbered 2,655, viz. 1,014 males 
and 1,641 females. 

On the 1st January , 1909, the numbers were Males, 999; 
females, 1,724; total, 2,723— showing a net decrease of 68, the 
males having increased by 15 , while the females decreased by 83 
during the year. 

It is satisfactory to record a further decrease in the total num- 
ber of the insane inmates of these institutions. 

The number in each of the unions throughout Ireland is shown 
1° Appendix D, which includes the 91 cases referred to below. 

The following table shows the number of the insane boarded 
out in workhouses in pursuance of the 9th Section of the Act 38 
and 39 Viet., cap. 67, under contract between the Committees of 
the respective asylums and the Poor Law Guardians 


Contracting Asylum. Workhouse. 

Number of Patients maintained on 
31st December, 1909. 

- . 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Antrim, . . Ballymena, 

31 

| 

31 

Belfast, . . Ballymena, 

0 

49 

58 

Ennis, . . Ennis, 

4 


4 

Londonderry, Limavady, 


1 

1 

Total, 

44 

50 

94 



The proposal to convert the workhouse building at Tulla into 
an Auxiliary Asylum for County Clare, which was referred to in 
our last Report, has made little progress, but it is understood 
that the plans for carrying out the work are now being revised. 
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Provision for. Imbecile Children. 

The need of special accommodation for pauper idiot and 
imbecile children has been frequently brought under con- 
sideration in our Annual Reports. So far back as the 
war 1891, in the 40th Report, we dwelt at length on 
the subject, pointing out the great want which exists in 
Ireland of an establishment specially set. apart for the 
reception of young imbeciles, where they would be removed from 
the neglect and cruel treatment they frequently experience when 
not under proper care, or from the contaminating influence of 
association with the adult lunatics in Asylums or with the pauper 
inmates of Workhouses— an association which cannot hilt be 
extremely undesirable. 

Up to the present, there has been no attempt in Ireland to 
make special provision for these helpless beings out of public 
funds, and the only establishment set apart for their care is the 
Stewart Institution, which is entirely supported by charitable 
donations, and only accommodates about 120 children. Here, 
as in other countries, private charity, unassisted by the rate- 
payers, has taken the lead in the succour of the feeble minded. 

Under existing legislation, several Counties might combine in 
setting apart a disused Workhouse as an Auxiliary Asylum, 
specially fitted up for the care of imbecile children. 

An Asylum of this class, to be conducted economically, should 
contain not less than from 400 to 500 imbecile children. Such 
an institution could, therefore, only be established in one of the 
more thickly populated urban districts, such as Dublin, Belfast, 
or Cork, where any surplus accommodation would by degrees be 
filled by children from the outlying districts, for whoso main- 
tenance a weekly sum might be contributed under the provisions 
of the Act 41 and 42 Vic., cap. 60, section 4./ The maximum 
sum, however, which the Guardians of any Union can contribute 
under that Act towards tlic support of the children in a separate 
institution is only 5 s. pier week — a sum which, even if augmented 
bv a contifibution from the Local Taxation Account, in piursimnce 
of Section 58 (2) (c) of the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 
1898, would be barely sufficient to defray the cost of main- 
tenance. 

Our repiorts on the lunatic wards of some of the workhouses 
visited by ns during the year wnll be found in Appendix E . 


We have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s obedient Servants, 

Geo. Plunkett OTarrell, 
E. Mamere Courtenay, 

Inspectors of Lunatics, 
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THE REPORT 


OF THE 


INSPECTORS OF LUNATICS (IRELAND) 

ON 


THE HOUSES LICENSED UNDER THE ACT 5 and 6 VIC. 
CAP. 123, AND LUNATIC HOSPITALS, 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1909. 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN CAMPBELL, EARL 
OE ABERDEEN, 

LOTiD LIETTTENANT-aENF,ltAL AND OKNEIUT, OOVEIINOIl OF IKEUOT, 


AND 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR SAMUEL 
WALKER, BART, 

i, oki) man ciiANOELr.au of Ireland. 


The 35th section of the Act 5 and (1 Viet., cap. 123, requires 
the Inspectors-Gcncral of Prisons, as Inspectors of Lunatic 
Asylums, to report annually to the. Lord Lieutenant, and to the 
Lord Chancellor, on the, state and condition of the Private 
Asylums. This duty was transferred to the Inspectors of 
Lunatics by the 23rd section of the Act 8 and 9 Viet., cap. 107. 
lour Lordship, as Lord Chancellor, has signified Your approval 
that our Report under that section dealing with the state and 
condition of the several houses licensed under the Private 
Asylums Act, and the care of the patients therein, shall he 
accepted as . a fulfilment of the requirements referred to. W« 
have, therefore, the honour of addressing this portion of. our 
Report, together with Appendix 0, and the part of Appendix h 
which relates to the Private Asylums and Institutions for the 
insane, to both Your Excellency and Your Lordship. 
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In Ireland accommodation for the insane who are able, or 
whose friends are able, to contribute towards their maintenance, 
is provided — 

(1.) In licensed houses, of which there are twelve. 

(2.) In establishments, which may be denominated lunatic 
hospitals. These establishments are not kept for 
profit, and w'ere originally endowed by private indivi- 
duals. Of these there are. four, viz.: — Bloomfield; 
St. Patrick’s Hospital, including St. Edmundsbury ; 
St. Vincent's ; and the Stewart Institution. 

(3.) A certain number of private patients who are able to 
contribute only small sums towards their mainten- 
ance are received into District Asylums. 


The number of licensed houses and lunatic hospitals continues 
the same as at the date of our last Keport. 


On 1st January, 1910, the number of patients resident in 
licensed houses and lunatic hospitals was 901, of whom 387 were 
males, and 514 females. These figures show an increase of 38 
on the number resident on 1st January, 1909 — the males having 
increased by 1, and the females by 37. 


The following changes have, taken place amongst the inmates 
of these, institutions during the year : — 


— 1 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Number resident on the 1st January, 1909, 

386 

477 

863 

Admitted, during 1909, . . • 

115 

143 

258 

Discharged during. 1909, 

87 

89 

176 

Died during 1909, . . . . 

27 

17 

44 

Escaped during 1909, 

“ ' 

~ 


Remaining on the 1st January, 1910, 

387 

514 

901 


Table No. 1 (Appendix C) shows the number resident on 31st 
December of each year from 1880 to 1909. Prom this- table it 
' will be seen that in 1880 the' number was 622, while in 1909 it 
had increased to 901 — an increase 'of 279 in twenty-nine years, 
or an average increase of about- 10 per antiuln. 

The admissions during 1909 showed a decrease of 11, as com- 
pared with the number for 1908 , the: males ' having decreased bv 
18, while the females increased by 7. 

d 
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The following table allows the admissions each year since 1880 
distinguishing first admissions from re-admissions: — 


YRARS. 

Fi rsl 

Admissions. 

It !• •Admissions. 

Totnl 

Admitted. 

1880, 

130 

3(3 

ICO 

1881, 

12*2 

23 

145 

1882, 

1-27 

+(> 

173 

1883, 

103 

32 

135 

1884, 

120 

30 

162 

1885, 

130 

30 

172 

1885. 

101 

40 

141 

1887, 

130 

48 

187 

1SSS, 

108 

38 

146 

1880. 

129 

30 

165 

1890, 

118 

20 

147 

1891, 

132 

35 

167 

1892, 

115 

45 

160 

1893, 

122 

38 

160 

1894, 

1 23 

39 

162 

1895. 

137 

41 

178 

1890, 

134 

(if) 

194 

1897, ; 

148 

59 

207 

1898, : 

1 60 

42 

202 

1899, 

1 50 

46 

202 

1900, 

159 

40 

208 

1901, 

158 

56 

209 

1902, 

188 

40 

237 

1903, 

19+ 

43 

237 

1004, 

1(11 

04 

225 

1905, 

185 

03 

248 

190t), 

208 

40 

257 

1907. 

213 

03 

276 

.1908, 

200 

00 

269 

1000. 

178 

. 80 

258 


As this Table, shows, the. number of first admissions in 1909 
was 3L less than in 1.908, while the re-admissions showed an in- 
crease of 20, 


The. percentage of recoveries on admissions during the year 
was 30 ' 5 , as compared with 29'7 in the. previous year, while the 
percentage of deaths on the approximate average number resident- 
was 5, as compared with 8' I in 1908. 


V ( iLUNTAM Hoarders . 

As stated in previous reports, a number of the Asylums receive 
patients who enter voluntarily under conditions laid down by ns. 
The majority of these oases only .remain for a short time; as they, 
cannot be detained after giving notice of their intention or desire 
to leave. On the 31st December last the total number of such 
voluntary hoarders resident in. all the Private Asylums and 
Institutions for the insane was exactly the same as on al» 
December, 1908, vizj.: — 21 (13, males and 8 females)., During 
the year 1909, 73 voluntary boarders (68 males and 5 femwM' 
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were admitted ; 66 (.61 males and 5 females) left ; and seven males 
died. 

No suicides or fatal accidents occurred in any of these Institu- 
tions during the year, nor did any patient escape. 

With the exception of the House of St. John of God, where 
the rebuilding of the portion of the Institution which was de- 
stroyed by fire in November, 1908, is in progress, no important 
structural additions or alterations were carried out in anv of the 
Private Asylums or Institutions for the insane during the' year. 

Table No. II. (Appendix C) shows the number under treatment 
iu all these Institutions during the year 1909, and the number 
remaining at the end of the year, and also, in the case of the 
licensed houses, the number for which each was licensed; Table 
No. HI. shows the admissions, discharges, deaths, and escapes 
during the year; Table. No. TV., the probable causes of insanity 
in the patients remaining at the end of the year ; Table No. V.', 
the forms of mental disease in the cases admitted, recovered, and 
died, and also in those remaining; Table No. VI., the ages of 
(he patients; Table. No. VII., their social condition as to mar- 
riage; and Table No. VIII., their previous professions or occu- 
pations. 

Our reports on the inspection of these licensed houses and 
other institutions will be found in Appendix E. 

We have the honour to be, 

Your Excellency’s and Your Lordship’s 
obedient Servants, 

Geo. Plunkett O’Earrell, 

E. Maziere Courtenay, 

Inspectors of Lunatics. 
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T , E jj Showing aduiisaiouB to District and Private Asylums iii 

each of the years from 1 S81 to 1909. 
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APPENDIX A. 



APPENDIX 



District awl Auxiliary Asylums. 


Table II- Showing for each District and Auxiliary Asylum the Number 

of Patients remaining on 31st December, 19U8, and also the Number 
remaining on 31st December, 1909, together with the Daily Average 
Number resident during the Year 1909. 


| Counties 

Asylums. i comprised in 
| present Districts. 


Antrim, • • j 

Antrim, 

Armagh, . • i 

Armagh, 

BalUnasloe, . [ | 

Galway, . ) 

Roscommon, j 

Belfast, - ■ 

Belfast Co. 
Borough. 

Carlow, . • [ 

|| 

Castlebar, . 

Mayo, 

Clonmel, 

Cork (Main Asy - ) 
lam). t 

do. Yougbal ( 
Auxiliary, ) 

Tipperary, 
North and 
Sth. Ridings. 

Cork, Co. and • 
Co. Borough 

Downpatrick, 

Down, . 

Ennis, . 

Clare, 

Enniscorthy, 

Wexford, 

Kilkenny, 

Kilkenny, 

Killarnev, 

Kerry, . 

Letterkennv, 

Donegal, . 

Limerick, 
Londonderry, 
Maryborough, 
Monaghan, . j 

Limerick, Co. 
and County 
Borough. 
Londonderry, 
Co. and Co. 
Borough. 
King’s and 
Queen’s. 
Monaghan, ) 
Cavan, . J 

Mullingar, . | 

Longford, ) 
Meath, . 
Westmeath, ) 

Omagh, . j 

Fermanagh, ) 
Tyrone, . 

Iticumond, . 
Portrane, 

Dublin, Co. 
and Co. 

Borough. 
Wicklow, 
Louth, . 

Sligo, . 

Leitrim, . ] 

Sligo, . i 

Waterford, . 

Waterford, Co 
and County 
Borough. 

Total 




ni t 0T i“n Ilie figures in this and tlie following Tables of Appendix A include, in the eases of ^tiim, 
Belfast, Ennis, and Londonderry, Patients maintained in Workhouses under the 9th sec. ol tho . ct 
38 and 39 Vic, fi. 67, ' ' . 
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District and 


[App. a. 


Table III. — Showing for cadi Di, strict Asylum the Number ,i 






A OMISSIONS 







First 

Not First 







Admissions. 

Admissions. 

Admitted. 

uuooTorod. 



p. 

T. 

M. 

p 

T. 

M 

V. 

T 

M. 

V. 

T. 

Antrim, . 

49 

43 

92 

13 

9 

22 

02 

52 

114 

27 

23 

50 

Armagh, 

36 

34 

70 

8 

7 

15 

44 

41 

85 

14 

20 

34 

Ballinaslou, . 

83 

63 

146 

26 

10 

42 

109 

79 

188 

53 

28 

81 

Belfast, . 

104 

119 

223 

28 

27 

55 

132 

146 

278 

44 

55 

99 

Carlow, . 

33 

25 

58 

6 

4 

10 

39 

29 

08 

18 

10 

28 

Castlebar, 

82 

53 

135 

10 

14 

24 

92 

07 

159 

25 

20 

51 

Clonmol, , 

54 

44 

98 

15 

8 

23 

09 

52 

121 

25 

19 

44 

Cork (including 
Youglial Auxi- 

173 

151 

324 

28 

25 

53 

201 

170 

377 

03" 

79 

142 

Iiary). 

Downpatrick, 

51. 

51 

102 

25 

20 

45 

70 

71 

117 

41 

40 

81 

Ennis, 

37 

20 

57 

10 

9 

19 

47 

29 

70 

28 

10 

44 

EnniBcorthv, . 

43 

31 

74 

10 

12 

22 

53 

43 

90 

13 

10 

29 

Kilkonny, 

27 

18 

45 

0 

5 

11 

33 

23 

50 

9 

8 

17 

Killarnoy, 

05 

40 

105 

30 

18 

48 

95 

58 

153 

35 

37 

72 

Lobterkonny, . 

01 

31 

92 

25 

5 

30 

80 

30 

122 

31 

14 

45 

Limerick, 

02 

35 

97 

12 

9 

21 

74 

44 

118 

28 

10 

44 

Londonderry, 

44 

30 

80 

11 

24 

35 

55 

00 

115 

11 

18 

29 

Maryborough, 

43 

28 

71 

14 

3 

17 

57 

31 

88 

25 

U 

30 

Monaghan, 

72 

67 

129 

24 

19 

43 

90 

70 

172 

44 

40 

84 

Mullingar, 

71 

47 

118 

23 

12 

35 

94 

59 

153 

36 

21 

00 

Omagh, . 

09 

03 

132 

34 

29 

63 

103 

92 

195 

46 

44 

89 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

207 

182 

419 

41 

39 

80 

308 

221 

529 

104 

72 

170 

Sligo, 

49 

42 

91 

2G 

8 

34 

75 

50 

125 

18 

11 

29 

Waterford, 

29 

25 

54 

4 

8 

12 

33 

33 

00 

15 

7 

22 















Total, 

1601 

1238 

2,842 

429 

330 

759 

2033 

1508 

3601 

751 

031 

1382 


RISCHAROks 


Not Id- 
proved, not 
Insane, a,nd ... T(Ml1 
Insanity D«schir*«l. 
doubtful, 


M 

V. 

T. 

M 

s. 

T. 

n. 



17 

7 

24 

- 

- 

- 

44 

30 

71 

8 

5 

13 

3 

2 

0 

25 

27 

52 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

55 29 84 

17 

24 

41 

1 

- 

1 

63 

79 ml 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

19 

10 

29 

5 

1 

G 

5 

1 

G 

35 

28 

63 

5 

3 

8 

1 

1 

2 

31 

23 

54 

3 

15 

18 

3 

3 

6 

69 

97 

166 

1 

3 

7 

2 

- 

2 

47 

43 

90 

3 

2 

5 

- 

- 


31 

18 

49 

5 

5 

10 

1 

- 

1 

19 

21 

40 

5 

- 

5 

- 

- 

" 

14 

8 

22 

9 

3 

12 

- 

- 

- 

44 

40 

84 

11 

5 

16 

3 

- 

3 

45 

19 

61 

12 

4 

16 

1 

- 

1 

41 

20 

61 

10 

16 

26 


- 

- 

21 

34 

55 

1 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

26 

14 

40 

It 

5 

19 

- 

- 

- 

58 

45 

103 

17 

6 

23 

- 

- 

- 

52 

27 

79 

13 

7 

20 

3 


3 

61 

51 

113 

65 

29 

84 

7 

- 

7 

168 

101 267 

9 

11 

20 

3 

9 

5 

30 

24 

54 

5 

4 

9 

2 

1 

3 

22 

12 

34 

230 

159 

389 

36 

10 

46 

1017 

800 1817 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 
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Antrim. 


Armagh. 
Ballinasloe. 
Belfast. 
Carlow. 
Castlebar 
i Clonmel. 


Cork (including 
Youghal Auxi- 
liary). . . , 

Downpatrick. 


3 

2 ' 
565 
95 
8 


Ennis. 

Enniscorthy. 

Kilkenny. 

Killarney. 

Letterkenny. 

Limerick. 

Londonderry. 

Maryborough. 

Monaghan. 

Mullingar. 

Omagh. 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 
Sligo. 

Waterford. 
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District ctwL Ai.bxil'iuiVij Asylwm, s. 


[Aw. A. 


Table IV.— Showing for each District Asylum the Number of C m 
admitted, recovered, and under treatment during the Tear 1909 
compared with the Number of Pebsons admitted, recovered an.i 
under treatment. 





OMISSIONS, 



llBOOVBHIKfi. 



Unuer Trzatai ent. 

— 

Asymjms. 
























Cases. 

Persons. 

Casas. 

Persons. 

Cases. 

Persona. 


JU 

F. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 

M 

V. 

T. 

Ri 

p. 

T. 

M. 

p. 

T. 

M. 

!. 

T. 

Antrim, 

62 

52 

114 

59 

52 

Ill 

27 

23 

50 

27 

23 

60 

431 

324 

755 

427 

322 

719 

Armagh, . 

44 

41 

85 

44 

41 

85 

14 

20 

34 

13 

20 

33 

315 

308 

G23 

313 

* 

621 

Ballinasloe . 

109 

79 

188 

107 

79 

186 

53 

28 

81 

53 

28 

81 

960 

624 

1,584 

958 

621 

1,582 

Belfast 

132 

146 

278 

128 

111 

269 

44 

55 

99 

44 

65 

99 

089 

783 

1,472 

685 

778 

1,163 

Carlow, 

39 

29 

G8 

39 

29 

G8 

18 

1( 

28 

18 

10 

28 

303 

264 

5G7 

303 

261 


Castlebar, . 

92 

67 

159 

91 

65 

156 

25 

20 

61 

25 

26 

51 

5G4 

331 

895 

563 

329 

892 

Clonmel, . 

G9 

52 

121 

377 

G9 

50 

119 

25 

19 

44 

25 

19 

a 

447 

45G 

903 

447 

151 

ft'I 

Cork (including 
Youghal Auxi- 
liary). 

201 

17G 

198 

173 

371 

03 

79 

142 

GO 

78 

138 

1,218 

1,159 

2,377 

1,211 

1,151 

2.365 

Downpatrick, . 

7G 

71 

147 

73 

70 

143 

41 

40 

HI 

■41 

40 

81 

482 

417 

89! 

470 

413 

889 

Ennis, . 

47 

29 

76 

47 

28 

75 

28 

10 

44 

28 

10 

44 

297 

231 

528 

297 

23i 

527 

Enniscorthy, . 

53 

43 

to 

52 

42 

94 

13 

16 

29 

13 

16 

29 

310 

309 

619 

309 

308 

617 

Kilkenny, . 

33 

33 

56 

32 

23 

55 

9 

H 

17 

a 

8 

17 

270 

226 

496 

269 

226 

195 

Killarnoy, . 

95 

58 

153 

91 

58 

152 

35 

37 

72 

35 

37 

72 

397 

349 

746 

394 

318 

742 

Letterkonny, 

86 

30 

123 

81 

36 

12(1 

31 

H 

45 

31 

14 

45 

514 

307 

821 

512 

307 

819 

Limerick, . 

71 

41 

118 

73 

44 

117 

28 

10 

44 

27 

16 

43 

418 

335 

783 

447 

335 

782 

Londonderry, . 

55 

60 

115 

53 

57 

11(1 

11 

18 

29 

11 

17 

28 

341 

305 

64G 

339 

302 

on 

Maryborough, 

57 

31 

88 

56 

31 

87 

25 

11 

36 

25 

11 

36 

339 

295 

G31 

338 

295 

633 

Monaghan, . 

9G 

76 

172 

91 

70 

161 

44 

10 

84 

44 

39 

83 

582 

481 

1,063 

577 

475’ 1,052 

Mullingar, . 

94 

59 

153 

91 

59 

153 

35 

21 

06 

35 

21 

56 

Clfl 

476 

1,121 

G15 

176 

1,121 

Omagh, 

103 

92 

195 

101 

90 

191 

15 

44 

89 

u 

13 

87 

521 

156 

977 

510 

152 

968 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

308 

221 

529 

303 

217 

620 

104 

72 

176 

102 

70 

172 

1,895 

1,800 

3,695 

1,885 

l,79l! 3.676 

Sligo, . 

75 

50 

125 

75 

50 

125 

18 

11 

29 

18 

11 

29 

456 

311 

767 

452 

311 

763 

Waterford, . 

33 

33 

G5 

33 

32 

65 

15 

7 

22 

15 

7 

22 

362 

SB 

668 

362 

305 

667 


— 

— 


— 


— 

— • 



_... 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total. . 

2033 

1568 

3601 1996 
1 

1537 

3,533 

751 

631 

138:! 

743 

_ 

625 

1,368 

12786 

10853 

23639 

12725 

10807 

23$S 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 
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District and AvmUary Asylums. [^ pp ^ 


Table VI. — Showing length of Residence in District and 
Auxiliary Asylums of the Patients who were discharoed 
Recovered during the Year 1909, and also of those who 
Died. I 


Lenoth of Residence. 

Recovered 


Died. 

Mules. 

domains. 

Total. 

Mules. 

Females, 

Total. 

Under 1 month, . . 

14 

9 

23 

24 

32 

56 

From 1 to 3 months, . . 

218 

141 

369 

61 

43 

104 

Over 3 „ 6 „ 

226 

194 

420 

56 


96 

„ 6 „ 9 „ 

100 

117 

217 


34 

74 

„ 9 „12 >. ■ 

51 

66 

100 

43 

35 

78 

„ 1 „ 2 years, 

GO 

63 

119 

9G 

73 

169 

„ 2 „ 3 „ 

26 

18 

44 

49 

61 

ml 

„ 3 ,, 5 „ 

28 

If) 

43 

92 

87 

179 

„ 5 „ r „ 

10 

7 

17 

76 

69 

145 

„ 7 „10 „ 

G 

11 

17 

07 

62 

129 

„ 10 „ 12 „ 

- 

2 

2 

32 

33 

65 

„ 12 „ 15 „ . , 

3 

7 

10 

36 

33 

69 

„ 15 „ 20 „ 

3 

1 

4 

64 

47 

Bi 

„ 20 „ 25 „ 

- 

- 

- 

33 


63 

„ 25 „ 30 „ 

- 

- 

- 

24 

24 

48 

,, 30 „ 35 ,, . , 

- 

- 

- 

14 

9 

23 

o 

>#< 

va 

CO 

- 

- 

- 

9 

4 

13 

Upwards of 40 „ 

- 

1 

1 

1 

17 

13 

30 

Total, . • 

761 

631 

1,382 

823 

719 

1,642 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 
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Table VII. Showing for each District Asylum the Percentage 

of Recoveries on the Admissions, and also the Percentage of 
Deaths on the Daily Average Number Resident during the 

Year 1909. 


1 

1 






I f 

ercontago of Koeoveries 


ASYLUMS. 

1 

on Admissions. j 

1 

! 

n 

isident. 


* 


ar. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Autrim, 


435 

44*2 

43-9 

10-8 

10-6 

107 

Armagh, 


81-8 

48-8 ! 

40 0 

7'3 

77 

7-2 

Ballinasloe, 

.1 

48-6 

35-4 

43'1 

77 

9-1 

7-9 

Belfast, 


38-3 

377 

35-6 

11*3 

7*4 

9-2 

Carlow, 


462 

34*5 

41-2 

77 

8-0 

7-5 

Castlebar, 


27'2 

38*8 

32-1 

5-3 

47 j 

5'1 

Clonmel, 

. i 

36-2 

36-5 

364 

5-4 

3-9 j 

4-6 

Cork (including Youghal Auxiliary), 

313 

44-9 

377 

8-9 

6-4 

77 

Downpatrick, 

■ 

539 

56-3 

557 

6-3 

90 

7-6 

EuuiB, . 


59-6 

55-2 

57*9 

4*0 

5-4 

4'6 

Enniscortliy, 


24-5 

37-2 

30-2 

7-6 

67 

77 

Kilkenny, 


27-3 

34'8 

30-4 

97 

77 

8-6 

Killarney, 


36-8 

63-8 

47-1 

13-8 

11-4 

12*6 

Lotterkenny, 


86-0 

38-9 

36*9 

47 

52 

4-9 

Limerick, 


37-8 

36-4 

37*3 

6-3 

6-4 

6-3 

Londonderry, 


20 '0 

30-0 

25*2 

8'5 

11*6 

9-9 

Maryborough, 


439 

35-5 

40-9 

5-9 

9*1 

7-4 

Monaghan, 


45-8 

62*6 

| 48-8 

3'8 

6-3 

5-0 

Mullingar, 


37*2 

35-6 

36-6 

6-5 

7'1 

6-8 

Omagh, 


437 

47-8 

456 

6-3 

8-8 

7'5 

Richmond and Portrane, 


33-8 

32-6 

333 

97 

9*2 

| 9-4 

Sligo, 


24-0 

22-0 

23 '2 

5'6 

67 

6-0 

Waterford 


46-5 

21-2 

j 33‘8 

4'9 

6-5 

j 5‘6 

Total, 


36’9 

40'2 

j 88’4 

7-6 

77 

1 7 ' 6 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





Table Till. — Showing for all the Distriot and Auxiliary Asylums the proportion (per cent.) of Recoveries to Admissions g 

of Deaths to Daily Average Number Resident ; and of Recoveries to Daily Average Number Resident, in the Five-year 
periods from 1893 to 1907, inclusive, and in 1908 and 1909. 
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TiBLE IX. — Showing for each District Asylum the proportion / per 
cent.) of Deaths to the Daily Average Number Resident during 
each of the years from 1900 to 1909. 



Percentage of Deaths oa Daily Average Number Resident. ! 











ASYLUMS. 












1900. ! 

1 

1901. | 

1902. 

1903. 

1904. 

1905. 

1908. j 

1907. 

1908. 

1909. 

Antrim, 


7'0 | 

6-8 

8'5 

6-0 

82 

11-2 

7-6 

7-8 

10*7 

Armagh, 

7-9 

4-6 

7*5 

7-2 j 

6-8 

6-2 

8-0 

5-3 

5-8 

7*2 

Ballinasloe, * 

7*0 j 

5-7 

6-6 

6-0 

5-8 

5-3 

5-5 

4-6 

6'9 

7*9 

Belfast, 

7-5 

7*9 

83 

8-1 

9-5 

8-4 

8-5 

10-3 

8-4 

9*2 

Carlow, 

8-0 

6*6 

5'9 

8'2 

11-0 

66 

6-9 

8-4 

6-5 

7*6 

Castlebar, 

8-0 

9-8 

7’4 

6-6 

77 

5*2 

4*8 

6-0 

5-2 

5-1 

Clonmel, 

8-5 

8*2 

9-0 

6*o ; 

7-8 

7-2 

8*9 

7*5 

7'5 

4-6 

Cork (including 

93 

7'5 

6'6 

6-4 

8-5 

1T1 

9-5 

8.2 

7‘1 

7*7 

Youghal Auxiliary 
from 1904). 
Downpatrick, 

10-8 

95 

10-3 

9-7 

8-6 

8-1 

7‘7 

10-2 

54 

7-6 

Ennis, 

6-2 

5*4 

65 

7-6 

9-1 

7-9 

7*4 

7-3 

7-3 

4*6 

Enniscorthy, . 

6‘2 

0-4 

63 

7-3 

9-0 

7-6 

6-1 

6*9 

6-9 

7-1 

Kilkonuy, 

5'1 

87 

5-0 

5-5 

5-1 

5*8 

6-8 

9-3 

9-0 

8*6 

Killarney, 

7-6 

9-6 

7-1 

11-2 

9-5 

9-9 

8'4 

10'4 

11*2 

12*6 

Lettarkenny, 

47 

4-9 

5-6 

73 

6-8 

6-9 

7-7 

8-0 

5-4 

4*9 

Limerick 

15-2 

7-4 

6-9 

7-4 

5-6 

5-4 

4-3 

4-9 

9'0 

63 

Londonderry, 

7-4 

8-2 

6-0 

13-3 

6-0 

6-8 

88 

?9 

6-8 

9-9 

Maryborough, 

8-9 

| 10'6 

10'5 

9-6 

9’4 

11-2 

11-4 

11-6 

9-6 

7*4 

Monaghan, . 

5-1 

| 7-2 

5-2 

7-1 

7-6 

7-4 

67 

5-8 

5-8 

5*0 

Mullingar, 

6-9 

! 6-8 

7'8 

60 

5-4 

5-0 

6’2 

6-3 

6-3 

6*8 

Omagh, 

11-8 

10-5 

11-6 

97 

G‘9 

10-4 

11-2 

5-9 

87 

m 

Richmond (including 

7-8 

7-9 

10-0 

7'9 

8-3 

7'6 

6-5 

8-2 

73 

B 

Portrano). 

Sligo, 

6-9 

6-6 

9-5 

11-7 

12-7 

83 

9‘7 

11-7 

8-6 

6-0 

Waterford, . 

5-5 

5-8 

3-3 

6-0 

6-1 

57 

5*0 

4-2 

4*1 

■ 

Total, 


1 7 ' 6 

7-7 

7-8 

7*8 

7-7 

7-6 

A- 

j 7-1 

1 7 ' 6 1 
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District and 


[Arp. A, 


j 




Table X.— Showing the Authority for the Admission of Patients into i 

during the year ended i 


Admitted undrh the Statutory 11 emulations. 


ASYLDMp. 


Trans- 

ferred 

from 

Centnl 

CrimiuJ 

Lnnstie 

Aiylnm, 

Oundrutt, 

on 

explratioa 

of 

Sentence. 

Ordinary 

cases 

admitted l»y 
Order of tho 
Committee. 

Admitted as j 
urgent by j 

tho Medical 
Officers. 1 

Admitted 
by Order of 
tho Lord 
Clianoollor 
or County 
Court Judge. 

Admitted 
by Order 
of tho 
inspectors 
of 

Lunatics. 

Soldiers 
on Aotivo 
Sorvioo 
admitted 
| tempo- 
rarily and 
paid for by 
tho War 
Office. 

J ayin 

Patients. 


M. 

V . 

T. | 

M. 

, 

T. 

M. 1 

1\ 

T. 

M. 

K. T 

T. 

M. 

K. 

T. 

M. F. T, 

Antrim, . . 

- 

- 

- 

25 

32 

67 

- 





“ 

i 

- 

1 


Armagh, . 

- 

- 

- 

9 

14 

23 


- 

- 


- - 

- 

- 

- 


- - - 

Ballinasloe, 

- 

- 


0 

14 

20 

- 

- 

- 



“ 

“ 

“ 



Belfast, 

- 

- 

- 

104 

138 

242 

1 


1 

- 



- 


- 

- -1- 

Carlow, . 

- 

- 

- 

10 

10 

20 

- 



- 

" 

- 

2 

1 

3 

- . . 

Castlebar, . 

- 

- 

- 

3 

8 

11 

- 


- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

“ 

■ 

_ - - 

Clonmel, . 

15 

17 

32 

- 

- 

- 





- 

“ 

“ 

1 

1 

“ ‘ ' 

Cork (including 

- 

- 

- 

09 

75 

141 

1 

- 

1 




1 

2 

3 

- * - 

Youghal Auxi- 

















liary). 

Downpatrick, . 

- 


- 

23 

43 

00 



- 

- 

- 

" 

3 

2 

6 

— 

Ennis, 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 




- 


“ 


" 

‘ 


Enuiscorbliy, . 

- 

- 

- 

20 

3d 

00 






" 

" 

' 



Kilkenny, 

3 

2 

5 

3 

8 

11 



- 



_ 

" 




Killurnoy, . 


- 

- 

10 

11. 

21 




“ 

" 

“ 

” 

' 



Lotterkenny, . 



- 

2 

3 

6 


" 



- 

“ 

“ 

“ 



Limerick, . 

- 

- 


1S 

8 

21 


~ 

- 

- 


2 

“ 




Londonderry, 

- 

, - 

- 

15 

23 

38 



- 

- 



" 

" 



Maryborough . 

- 

, - 


7 

14 

21 

- 

- 

- 


- 


' 




Monaghan, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 


* 

- 

" 

- 





Mullingar, . 

- 

- 

- 

9 

7 

10 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 


Omagh, . 

- 

' - 


10 

16 

25 

- 

- 

- 



- 

" 



















11 

2 - 

Richmond and 

8 

8 

10 

79 

104 

183 

- 

“ 

~ 

“ 

“ 






Portrane. 
















- - 

Sligo, . 

" 


- 

2 

9 

11 

“ 


“ 

" 

_ 






Waterford, 

- 

1 

1 

12 

18 

30 

“ 


" 



_ 





L 

Total, 

20 

28 

54 

438 

597 

1,035 


- 

2 

- 

I' 

2 

18 

15 

3. 

2 - 
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each District and Auxiliary Asylum, and also the Number Admitted, 
31st December, 1909. 
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District and Auxiliary Asylums. 


[App a 


Table XI. — Showing- in Quinquennial Periods the Ages of the 
Patients who were Admitted, and who Recovered durino 
the Year 1909 ; and also oE those who were Remaining in 
the District and Auxiliary Asylums on the 31st December, 
1909. 


Ages. 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 

Remaining on 
31st December, 
1909. 



M. 

p. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Over 6 to 10 Years. 

5 

7 

12 

- 

- 

- 

6 

11 

17 

„ 10 „ 15 


9 

13 

22 

- 

2 

2 

31 

23 

54 

„ 15 „ 20 


99 

87 

186 

39 

31 

70 

211 

155 

366 

„ 20 „ 25 

„ 

260 

196 

456 

80 

72 

152 

013 

457 

1,070 

26 „ 30 


307 

211 

518 

104 

83 

187 

1,091 

787 

1,878 

„ 30 „ 35 

„ 

287 

190 

477 

108 

84 

187 

1,416 

994 

2,409 

„ 36 40 

„ 

222 

182 

404 

86 

83 

169 

1,430 

1,070 

2,500 

„ 40 „ 45 


201 

150 

351 

90 

63 

153 

1,326 

i,m 

2,437 

„ 46 „ 60 


148 

113 

261 

68 

61 

129 

1,181 

1,027 

2,208 

„ 50 „ 65 

„ 

122 

112 

234 

61 

56 

117 

1,000 

959 

1,959 

„ 56 „ 60 

„ 

93 

86 

179 

29 

31 

00 

773 

812 

1,585 

„ 60 „ 66 


92 

82 

174 

35 

27 

62 

687 

729 

1,416 

„ 65 „ 70 


73 

57 

130 

22 

17 

39 

536 

542 

1,077 

.. 70 „ 76 

„ 

67 

42 

99 

13 

10 

23 

308 

317 

625 

„ 75 „ 80 

„ 

17 

9 

26 

3 

2 

5 

162 

132 

294 

„ 80 „ 85 

„ 

5 

9 

14 

2 

3 

5 

43 

56 

99 

„ 85 „ 90 

„ 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

11 

18 

29 

„ 90 years 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Unknown, 


36 

21 

57 

16 

6 

22 

114 

132 

246 

Total, 


2,033 

1,568 

3,601 

751 

631 

1,382 

10,937 

9,333 

20,270 
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Tabi^e XCI. — Showing the Educational Condition of Patients 
remaining in District and Auxiliary Asylums on 31st 
December, 1909. 


Educational Condition 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Well Educated, 

831 

771 

1,602 

Can Read and Write well 

2,844 

2,260 

5,104 

}J ,, indifferently, 

3,514 

2,684 

6,198 

Can Read only, .... 

1,150 

1,176 

2,326 

Cannot Read or Write, 

1,778 

1,554 

3,332 

Unascertained, .... 

820 

888 

1,708 

Total, .... 

10,937 

9,333 

20,270 


Table XIII. — Showing the Social Condition as to Marriage of 
the Patients in District and Auxiliary Asylums, who were 
Admitted, who Recovered, and who Died during the Year 
1909. 


— 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 

Deaths. 


M 

F. 

T. 

M. 

i\ 

T. 

M. 

F. 

1 . 

Married, . 

535 

443 

978 

223 

234 

457 

228 

180 

408 

Single, 

] ,344 

950 

2,294 

469 

345 

814 

504 

423 

927 

Widowed. 

84 

140 

224 

29 

40 

69 

60 

97 

157 

Unascertained, . 

70 

35 

105 

30 

12 

42 

31 

19 

50 

Total, 

2,033 

1,568 

3,601 

751 

631 

1,382 

823 

719 

1,542 
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District and Auxiliary Asylums. 


[App. . 


Table XIV— Showing the probable Causes of Insanity in tfe 
Patients who were admitted into District and Auxiliary 
Asylums during the Year 1609. 


CAUSES. 

Males. F 

emales. 1 

OTAL 

Moral Causes 

Domestic trouble, ..... 

39 

58 

97 

Adverse circumstancos, .... 

24 

15 

39 

Mental anxiety and worry, .... 

67 

50 

117 

Religious excitement, .... 

17 

25 

42 

Love affairs, ..... 

3 

10 

13 

Fright and nervous shook, .... 

13 

26 

39 

Physical Causes : — 

Intemperance in drink, .... 

273 

63 

336 

„ sexual, .... 

10 

4 


Venereal disoaso, ..... 

44 

3 

47 

Self-abuse (sexual), ..... 

27 

1 

28 

Over-oxortion, ..... 

6 

5 

11 

Sunstroke, ...... 

9 

" 

9 

Accidont or injury, ..... 

28 

7 

35 

Pregnauoy, . 

“ 

8 

8 

Parturition and tlio puerperal state, 

- 

39 

39 

Lactation, ...... 

“ 

3 

3 

Uterine and ovarian disorders, . , 

- 

4 

4 

Puborty, ...... 

28 

17 

45 

Change of life, ..... 

1 

' 40 

41 

Fevers, ...... 

5 

5 

10 

Privation and starvation, .... 

4 

4 

8 

Old age, 

64 

55 

119 

! Other bodily diseases or disorders, 

108 

86 

194 

Previous attacks, . 

178 

165 

343 

Hereditary influences, . . , 

532 

441 

973 

Congenital defect. ..... 

73 

78 

151 

Other ascertain ed causes, .... 

40 

26 

66 

Unknown, ...... 

429 

325 

754 

Not Insane on Admission, ok Insanity Doubtful, 

11 

5 

16 

Total, , 

2,033 

1,568 



8,601 






Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




App. A.] 


District and Auxiliary Asylums. 


17 


TtBLE XV. — Showing the Forms of Mental Disease in the Patients who 
were Admitted, who Recovered, and who Died in the District and 
Auxiliary Asylums during the year 1909. 


Forms of Mbntal Diskask. 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 


Deaths. 




M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Congenital or 

f with Epilepsy, 

12 

22 

34 

- 

- 

- 

15 

13 

28 

tal Deficiency, 

( without „ . 

67 

54 j 

121 

“ 



37 

16 

53 

Epileptic Insanity 

74 I 

44 

118 

12 

5 

17 

57 

41 i 

98 

General Paralysis of the In- 

51 

4 

55 

- 

- 

- 

63 

14 

77 

sane. 

Acute, 

454 

310 

764 

192 

154 

346 

76 

69 

145 


Chronic, 

193 

148 

341 

33 

37 

75 

170 

137 

307 

Mania, 

Recurrent, 

213 

168 

381 

122 

114 

236 

29 

33 

62 

A Pota, 

127 

28 

155 

81 

27 

108 

16 

2 

18 


Puerperal, 

- 

25 

25 

“ 

19 

19 


6 

6 


.Senile, 

43 

24 

67 

11 

1 

12 

24 

22 

46 


"Acute, 

485 

442 

927 

200 

185 

385 

91 

104 

195 


Chronic, 

65 

52 

117 

19 

19 

38 

68 

75 

143 

Melancholia, • 

Recurrent, 

126 

104 

230 

67 

47 

114 

15 

23 

38 


Puerperal, 

- 

14 

H 

- 

9 

9 

- 

2 

2 


Senile, 

21 

14 

35 

5 

4 

9 

15 

5 

mm 


Primary, 

21 

29 

50 

4 

10 

14 

12 

13 

25 


Secondary, 

29 

37 

66 

- 

- 

- 

80 

79 

159 

Dementia, 

Senile, 

36 

43 

79 

- 

- 

- 

46 

62 

108 


Organic (i.e., 
from Tumours, 
Coarse Brain 
_ Disease, &c.) 

5 

1 

6 




9 

3 

12 

Not Insane on Admission or 
Insanity Doubtful. 

11 

5 

16 







Total, 

2,083 

1,668 

3,601 

751 

631 

1,382 

823 

719 

1,542 
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District and, Auxiliary Asylums. 


[App.A. 


Table XVI.— Showing tlio Oausos of Death in the cases of all the 
Patients who Died in the District and Auxiliary Asylums during 
the Year 1909, together with the number of cases in which the 
Cause of Death was ascertained by Post-Mortem Examination, and 
the average ages at death. 


Causes oi' Death. 

1 

I 

Number of Deaths. 

Number 
ascer- 
tained 
by Post- 
Mortem 
Exami- 
nation. 

Average Ages 
at Death. 

Males. 1 

Females. 

Total, i 

Males. | 

Female, 

Group I. — Cerebuo- 

i 






Spinal Diseases. 







Apoplexy, 

11 

29 

40 

6 

19 

61 

Brain, Abscess of, 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Brain, Atrophy of, 

7 | 

2 

9 

1 

50 

13 

Brain, Organic Disease of, 

18 1 

15 

33 

1 

51 

57 

Brain, Softening of, 

id | 

22 

38 

6 

56 

58 

Brain, Tumour of, 

1 

- 

1 

1 

47 

- 

Embolism, . . ! 

- 

3 

3 

1 

- 

46 

Epilepsy, . . . 

-if. i 

34 

79 

10 

46 

« 

Exhaustion : Maniacal or 

ai 1 

72 

133 

8 

51 

49 

Melancholic. 







Hemiplegia, 

5 ! 

1 

9 

2 

64 

60 

Locomotor Ataxy, 

a 

- 

3 

- 

56 

- 

Meningitis, Cerebral, 

i 

1 

5 

1 

36 

13 

Meningitis, Spinal, 

2 

- 


1 

42 

- 

Myelitis, 

1 

1 

2 

- 

52 

57 

Paralysis, Bulbar, 

2 

1 

3 

- 

34 

31 

Paralysis, General of the 

til 

ir» 

79 

10 

43 

46 

Pisano. 







Paraplegia, 

3 

2 

5 

- 

58 

42 

Spinal Sclerosis, . 

1 


“ 


55 

65 

Giiour II. — Thohaukj 







1 Diseases. 





' 


Angina Pectoris, 

_ 



- 

- 

- 

Asthma, . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

69 


Bronchitis, 

28 

26 

ft 4 

9 

68 

61 

Empyema, 

1 

- 

i 

1 

65 


Endocarditis, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

“ 


IToart, Degeneration of, 

•18 

37 

86 

14 

. 64 


Heart, Valvular Disease of 

48 

78 

121 

31 

58 


Lung, Abscess of, 

1 

0 


- 



Lung, Congestion of, 

-1 

1 

: ft 

- 



Lung, Gangrene of, 

- 

1 

1 




Pericarditis, 

:i 

1 


1 



Phthisis, 

198 

162 

360 

i 36 



Pleurisy, 

r, 

3 

8 

5 


54 

Pneumonia, 

52 

41 

93 

19 



Guour III. — Abdominal 







Disbasks. 







Abdominal Tumour, 

_ 

... 

_ 

- 

- 

• 57 

Addison’s Disease, 

_ 

1 

1 

“ 


41 

Bowel, Obstruction of, . 

2 

1 

1 

3 
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Table XVI.— Showing the Causes of Death in the cases of all the 
Patients who Died in the District and Auxiliary Asylums during 
the Year 1909, together with the number of cases in which the 
Cause of Death was ascertained by Posbllortem Examination, and 
the average ages at death — continued. 





1 

Number 


1 



aseer- I 

Average Ages 1 





tained ! 

at Death. 

Causes of Death. 




by Post- ; 
Mortem ■ 
Exami- 1 
nation. 



1 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males, j 

Females. 

Group III.— Abdominal 







Diseases— continu eel. 







Bright’s Disease, Acute, 
Bright’s Disease, Chronic, 

2 

1 

3 

_ 

47 

25 

9 

6 

16 

6 

64 1 

52 

Colitis, 

6 

3 

9 

- 

60 i 

69 

Cystitis, 

i i 

- 

1 

1 

66 1 

- 

Diarrhoea, 

10 i 

8 

18 

1 

52 

46 

Dysentery, . 

1 

1 

2 

- 

70 

51 

Enteritis, 

2 

7 

9 

2 

49 1 

58 

Gall, Stones, 

Hernia, Strangulated, . 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. - 

Liver, Diseases of, 

4 

2 

6 

2 

55 

63 

Nephritis, 

8 

2 

10 

1 

61 

50 

Ovarian Disease, 

— 

1 

1 

- 


46 

Peritonitis, 

6 

1 

7 

1 

47 

16 

Prostate, Disease of, 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pylorus, Stricture of, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

55 

Spleen, Disease of, 
Stomach, non-Malignant 

- 

— 

— " 

- 

- 

- 

4 

4 

8 

3 

63 

51 

Disease of. 







Typhlitis, 

Urethra, Stricture of. 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Uterine Disease (not 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

56 

Cancerous). 

/ 






Group IV. — General 







Dibeases. 







Alcoholic Poisoning 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

40 

- 

Anosmia, Pernicious, 

5 

3 

8 

- 

43 

52 

Aneurism, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Arterial Sclerosis, 

1 

- 

1 

1 

68 

" 

Atrophy, 

Cancer, 

18 

1 

18 

1 

36 

9 

68 

05 

60 

Carbuncle, 

_ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

I 0/r 

Diabetes, 

3 

2 

6 

- 

58 

65 

Diphtheria, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

” 

Enteric Fever, . 

0 

5 

11 

3 

38 


Erysipelas, 

1 

1 

2 

- 

60 

29 

Goitre, 

— 

- 

- 


~ 


Gout, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hodgkin’s Disease, 

- 

- 

- 


- 

_ 

Influenza and its Compli- 

7 

1 

8 

1 

57 


cationB. 

Lupus and Rodent Ulcer, 

1 

_ 

1 

- 

76 

- 

Measles, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 


Myxredema, 

- 

3 

3 

- 

~ 

47 

Phlebitis, 

1 

- 

1 

1 

62 

- 1 

Purpura, 








C 
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District and Auxiliary Asylums. ^ pp ^ | 

Table XV L— Showing tlio Causes of Death in the eases of all t k ’ 
Patients who Died in the District, and Auxiliary Asylums duri ! 5 

tlio. Year 1 90!), together with the number of eases in which th * 

Cause of Death was ascertained hy Post-Mortem Examiuatk 1 

and the average ages at death — continued. 


Causes of Death. 

Number of Deaths. 

Number 
ascer- 
tained, 
by Post- 
Mortem 
Exami- 
nation. | 

Average Ages 
at Death. 


Males. 

, 1 
I- omalos. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Group IV. — General 
Diseases — continued . 





1 


Pytemia, 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Pyrexia, 

i 

- 

1 

- 

38 

- 

Rheumatic Fever 

2 

- 

2 

1 

47 

_ 

Scarlet Fever, . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 


Scrofula, 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

51 

Septicemia, 

2 

2 

4 

- 

56 

60 

Small Pox, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Syncope, 

3 

4 

7 

- 

65 

51 

Syphilis, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis, 

18 

27 

45 

8 

37 

35 

Gtnour V. 







Bones and Joints, Pi- 

_ 

4 

4 

- 

- 

62 

j seases of. 







Cellulitis, . , 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gangrene of Leg, Foot, 

2 

7 

9 

- 

49 

59 

or Hand, &c. 







Gen oral Debility, 

i 

1 

2 

- 

23 

52 

Senile Decay, . 

08 

51 

114 

11 

72 

75 

Group VI. — Accident on 
Violence. 

Suicidal. 







Asphyxia by Drowning, 

1 


1 

- 

32 

- 

„ Hanging, . 

- 


“ 


“ 


„ Strnnguln- 

— 


- 

- 



tion. 







Burns or Scalds, 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

Fracture of Skull, 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

30 


Other Injuries, . 

_ 

_ 

- 

“ 

- 


Poisoning 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 


Ruptured Bladder or 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

- 


other Viscua. 
Accidental. 







Asphyxia by Choking, . 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 


- 

„ Drowning, . 

1 

~ 

1 

■1 

1 


16 

Burns and Scalds, 

_ 

1 

1 

56 


Fracture or Dislocation, 

2 

- 

2 



Poisoning, 

- 

- 

- 



_ 

Rupture of the Bladdor 
or other Vinous. 

- 

~ 

' 




Other Injuries, , 

- 

- 

- 

_ 


_ 

Homicide, 

- 

“ 

- 




Total. , 

823 

719 

1,542 

222 

61 

52 
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ble XVII. — Showing the quantity of Land in connection with each 
District and Auxiliary Asylum, and how it was utilized during the 
year ended the 31st December, 1909. 



Quantity op Land connected with each Asylum. 

Asylums. ’ 

uantity of Land undkh Grass and Cultivated. 

Buildings, 
Courts, 
Woods, &c. 

Total Quantity 
of Land. 


By Spado. 

By Plough. 

In Grass. 


A. R. P. 1 

A. R. P. 

A. R. P. 

a. r. r. 

A. R. P. 


8 2 0 I 

25 

2 0 

80 1 11 

51 3 37 

166 1 8 


25 0 7 ; 

- 

- 

13 0 0 

15 0 10 

53 0 17 

Bailinasloe, . 

29 1 0 



92 0 0 

50 1 28 

171 2 28 

Belfast, 

9 0 0 

. 

_ 

21 2 0 

19 0 0 

49 2 0 

Do. (Purdysburn 

33 0 0 

54 

0 0 

154 1 24 

131 0 16 

372 2 0 

Estate). 







Carlow, 

31 0 0 

36 

2 0 

30 1 16 

6 3 24 

103 3 0 

Castlebar, 

31 0 0 

4 

0 0 

62 3 0 

9 0 18 

106 3 18 


*13 0 0 


— 

18 2 26 

30 1 38 

62 0 24 

Cork, 

58 0 0 


— 

70 0 0 

32 0 0 

160 0 0 

Downpatrick, 

5 0 0 

65 

2 0 

62 0 0 

40 0 31 

172 2 31 

EuniB, 

6 0 0 

15 

0 0 

45 0 7 

12 0 23 

78 0 '30 

Enniscorthy, . 

8 0 0 

34 

0 0 

30 0 0 

23 0 7 

95 0 7 

Kilkenny, 

6 2 0 

13 

2 0 

25 2 13 

27 3 24 

72 1 37 

Killarney, 

11 0 0 

25 

0 6 

24 0 0 

12 0 0 

72 0 5 

Letterkenny, 

53 1 20 

53 

1 19 

59 0 0 

27 0 0 

192 2 39 

Limerick, 

*24 0 36 



48 1 25 

15 1 22 

88 0 3 

Londonderry, 

11 0 0 

84 

0 28 

126 2 16 

95 0 36 

317 0 0 

Maryborough, 

2 2 0 

25 

0 0 

38 2 3 

8 1 9 

74 1 12 

Monaghan, . 

6 0 0 

24 

0 0 

47 0 0 

29 3 33 

106 3 33 

Mullingar, . 

10 0 0 

70 

0 0 

316 1 16£ 

17 0 0 

413 1 15J 

Omagh, 

10. 0 0 

54 

2 0 

31 2 0 

40 2 6 

136 2 5 

Richmond, . 

6 3 0 

13 

0 0 

14 0 2 

24 0 36 

57 3 38 

Do. (Portrane 

10 0 0 

40 

0 0 

267 0 0 

152 2 35 

469 2 35 

Estate). 







Sligo, . 

25 1 0 

4 

0 0 

30 0 28 

29 2 19 

89 0 7 

Waterford, . 

7 0 0 

32 

0 0 

8 0 0 

16 2 38 

63 2 38^ 

Total, . 

439 1 23 

672 

0 12 

1,716 0 26 

918 0 9 

3,745 2 31 

Youghal Auxiliary 

7 0 0 

11 

0 0 

6 0 0 

3 0 0 

80 0 0 

Asylum. 







GrosB Total, 

446 1 23 

683 

- 

0 12 

1,722 0 26 

, 924 0 9 

3,775 2 31 

. 


* Cultivated bofcli by spade and plough. 
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District and 


t 

[A».i ; 

Table XVIII.— Showing the Receipts and Expmditom m y 

ended C' • j 

RECEIPTS. 


; 


Asylums. . 

Balance in 

Money supplied by Councils on 
demand of Committee. 

Receipts on behalf of I 
Criminal Lunatics. 1 

1 

Receipt: 

free 

Pajiij 

Paneax 

1. 

fa vour at tlio 
close of last 
yeai. 

2. 

Levied off 
District. 

3. 

Capitation ! 
Grant from 
[joeal Taxation 
Account, 

4. 

Prom 

State 

Funds. 

5. 

From i 
Private 
Sources, 

n. 


1 

£ s. (1. | 

£ 8. (1. 

£ «. d. 

| 

£ s. d. ! 

£ s. 4, 


Antrim, 

2,185 15 1 

13,003 8 11 

5,790 11 1 

232 13 6 

- 

570 1 ; 

Armagh, ... j 

737 19 5 

8,5") 1 9 1 

5,343 10 11 

177 111 

14812 8 

642 4 1 

BaJlimxsIoe, 

2,835 (5 11 

22,351 0 2 

14,279 11 0 

552 19 0 

- | 

lift 11 

Belfast, 

3.2G5 13 8 

17,003 1 2 

11,676 10 10 

313 0 9 

- j 

73815 s 

Carlow, 

010 7 11 

0,805 11 3 

4,702 7 4 

142 7 5 

- 

513 18 

Castlebar, 

1,102 2 3 

9,448 14 8 

0,551 6 4 

198 3 4 

- 

90 5 1 

Clonmol, 

2,404 15 1 

11,353 17 8 

7,800 12 4 

315 2 9 

- 

288 17 2 | 

Cork, 

- 

21 570 10 5 

16,910 9 7 

900 3 10 

- 

1,03617 2 I 

Downpatrick, ... 

4,240 10 2 

10,914 9 5 

7,202 10 7 

201 8 0 

- 

535 8 

Ennis, 

2,015 19 6 

0,772 10 7 

4,223 11 7 

00 4 9 

- 

38111 8 

Enniscorthy, ... 

2,003 4 5 

8,900 10 4 

5,183 9 8 

227 10 0 

- 

502 6 

Kilkenny, 

840 8 11 

8 310 18 0 

4,010 2 0 

04 3 10 

- 

305 IE 

Killarney, 

3,713 15 5 

0,342 4 0 

0,097 10 0 

198 12 4 

A 10 0 

189 3 4 

Lottorkenny, ... 

0,400 19 0 

10,980 10 (1 

0.882 10 10 

298 18 11 

- 

447 6 1 

Limerick, 

0.720 10 5 

10,250 3 1 

0,743 Ui 11 

631 6 0 

0 4 7 

425 9 5 

Londonderry, ... 

- 

10,437 7 11 

6,302 7 1 

101 13 9 

- 

366 1 4 

Maryborough, ... 

7,109 5 1 

9,705 0 5 

6,007 9 11 

378 19 8 

- 

18713 5 

Monaghan, 

4,102 10 10 

13 583 It 0 

8,810 5 0 

138 4 7 

- 

32313 i 

Mullingar, 

- 

19,177 5 4 

9,444 14 7 

294 0 3 

- 

911 0 JC 

Omagh, 

700 8 3 

9.708 8 10 

7,531 11 2 

249 *6 2 

- 

795 18 4 

Riohmond and 
Portr.tr e. 

12,384 f> 8 

07,073 13 10 

29,121 0 2 

1,439 12 0 

30 0 0 

2,95316 5 

Sligo, 

1 4,009 10 2 

11,984 1 10 

0.025 18 2 

101 15 5 

- 

155 16 1- 

Waterford, 

2,900 0 10 

10,139 18 2 

6,068 18 8 

288 2 

- 

14911 ■ 

Total, 

71,202 12 11 

325,137 2 1 

191,188 13 3 

7,007 9 

188 7 

HtSiH ! 

Youghal Auxili- 
ary Asylum. 

250 10 7 

0,091 8 0 

2,105 12 0 

- 

- 



Gross Total, .. 

71,459 3 0 

331,831 10 1 

193,291 6 3 

7 597 9 

188 7 
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: tiic |, District and Auxiliary Asylum in Ireland for the Year 

> March. 1909. 


OTHER MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS. 

Balance 
against at 
the close 
of this 
year. 

13. i 

Total. 1 
14. 

ASYLUMS. 

EaledOi Farm : 
and Garden ! 
p:oduce. 1 
8. 1 

Sales of 
Offal and ; 
Old. Stores 1 

9. 1 

Fines on 
Servants, j 
10. 

Interest 
allowed by 
Bank. 

11. 

Other I 
Receipts, i 

12. 

15. 

i s. d. ! 

£ J. if. 

I 

41 s d. j 

j 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

1 

£ s. d. 

1 

S, I. d. 1 


631 17 5 ] 

42 16 10 ! 

- 

74 5 3 

2 12 0 

- 

22,600 10 4 

Antrim. 

ASS 11 7 j 

12 8 5 1 

. 1 10 0 

22 13 8 

69 18 6 

- 

16,196 3 3 

Armagh. I 

133 1 A 

54 5 0 1 

0 16 0 

19 0 9 

44 3 9 


40,423 14 11 

Ballinasloe. 

037 17 3 

5 13 2 ; 

- 

85 3 7 

- 

- 

33,970 2 2 

Belfast. 

519 8 5 

10 0 

15 0 

10 14 5 

10 0 0 

- 

13,381 19 9 

Carlow. 

9.4 14 (J 

28 10 0 

1 13 0 

55 0 2 

13 8 

- 

17,746 11 6 

Castlebar. 

19316 0 

50 6 6 

0 5 0 

64 1G 1 

4 10 11 

- 

22,596 19 G 

Clonmel. 

93319 5 

17 11 8 


10 1G 6 

249 13 G 

2.06G 7 5 

42,800 9 G 

Cork. 

263 10 3 

85 2 11 

3 4 8 

32 11 11 

5 3 3 

- 

23,523 6 2 

Downpatrick. 

573 11 9 

29 13 4 

0 5 0 

23 15 G 

1 13 9 

- 

14,688 0 4 

Ennis, 

536 3 9 

21 9 6 

1 8 0 

64 4 3 

67 18 10 

- 

17,508 5 3 

Ehniscorthy. 

102 11 1 

2 0 7 

- 

28 3 0 

51 13 7 

- 

14,324 5 10 

Kilkenny. 

61 3 9 

49 C 2 

- 

48 14 5 

88 11 0 

- 

16,798 10 5 

Killamey. 

106 12 1 

14 IS 6 

14 1G 0 

168 0 0 

12 8 8 

- 

25,093 G 7 

Letterkenny. 

140 7 4 

11 5 8 

3 17 0 

106 19 0 

5 5 0 

- 

24,951 9 3 

Limerick. 

202 5 1 

22 0 8 

- 

- 

12 18 9 

588 3 1 

17,095 17 11 

Londonderry. 

253 16 0 

24 5 6 

4 12 4 

69 12 9 

32 11 8 

- 

23,433 13 1 

Maryborough. 

906 8 8 

20 12 G 

0 19 6 

62 18 6 

0 6 4 

- 

27,950 0 3 

Monaghan, 

9616 5 

1 20 6 5 

0 11 7 


25 14 0 

2,742 18 9 

32,713 7 2 

Mullingar. 

701 10 9 

1 25 18 9 

1 10 0 

30 o S 

22 2 2 

807 7 10 

20,640 5 11 

Omagh. 

14219 5 

1 29S 10 4 

0 10 0 

131 1 0 

179 2 1 

- 

114,354 11 2 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

41 8 9 

39 10 2 

0 5 0 

87 16 9 

8 2 7 

- 

23,114 5 8 

Sligo. 

321 0 9 

7 3 7 

0 14 G 

- 

12 15 8 

- 

19,854 11 10 

■Waterford. 

8,979 0 G 

1884 14 9 

38 3 1 

1,208 13 2 

908 9 8 

6,201 17 1 

I 626,492 13 9 

Totid. 

11111 9 

2 0 0 

- 

24 12 11 

3 14 11 

- 

1 9,198 10 2 

Yonghal Auxili- 
ary Asylum. 

9.090 12 3 

i 

! 8SG 14 9 

| 38 3 1 
; 

1,233 G 1 

912 4 7 

6,201 17 1 

j 035,691 3 11 

1 

Gross Total. 


Prit 
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Tadle XVIII.— Showing the Receipts and Eipesdit® 
'Sear ended 31st Hard. 


BXPBm-DITURE. 


Antrim, ... 
Armagh, ... 
Ballinasloe, 
Belfast, ... 

Carlow, ... 
Castlebar, 
Clonmel, ... 
Cork, 

Downpatrick, 

Ennis, 

Enniscortliy, 

Kilkenny, 

Killarnoy, 

Letterkonny, 

Limerick, 

Londonderry, 

Maryborough, 
Monaghan, 
Mullingar, 
Omagh, ... 


Richmond and Port- 
rono. 


Balance 
against at 
ihc close of 
last Year. 

Repayment 

of 

Loans. 

Salaries 

and 

Wagos. 

Super- 

annuation. 

Providers 

anil 

Groceries 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

| 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

~ s. ■!. 

- 

5,974 2 7 

3.004 17 4 

- 

5,106 19 7 


2,606 16 11 

2,009 0 5 

192 0 2 

4,79510 7 

- 

4,305 12 1 

0,143 10 10 

721 810 

12,978 0 1 

- 

*3,679 IS 0 

6,414 0 9 

301 Q 4 

7,80615 8 

- 

1,635 10 10 

2,425 14 3 

259 0 5 

4,076 310 


2,808 1G 5 
2,629 18 4 
4,382 1 2 

S.7G5 12 4 
1G7 11 10 I 
2,187 7 11) 
2,1(51 8 7 

956 6 1) 
3,870 6 3 
2,070 10 1 
2,733 9 4 


2,705 0 1 
3,602 15 7 
9,530 2 10 

4,253 4 7 
2,517 10 8 
3,402 2 8 
2,600 7 4 

3,135 15 7 
3,640 10 6 
4,653 12 8 
3,906 8 10 


Sligo, 

Waterford, 


Youglml Auxiliary 
Asylum. 


- 

2,751 12 11 

3,473 13 11 

- 

2,980 9 0 

4,133 13 1 

2,792 10 5 

6,398 2 5 

3,912 7 6 

- 

8,037 18 7 

4,007 18 0 

- 

27,406 8 5 

13,379 19 10 

- 

2,220 17 11 

4,029 17 4 

- 

3,305 14 5 

3,549 7 5 

6,104 6 2 

93,313 17 0 

101,890 11 11 

- 

1,760 13 3 

1,391 10 11 

5,104 5 2 

95,104 10 8 

103,282 8 10 



1 


530 11 0 5,949 19 2 

448 0 0 7,764 7 i 

910 17 11 15,5^ 7 6 

280 8 9 4,403 6 3 

323 0 0 3,736 13 8 

292 17 10 5,129 3 II 


343 18 0 5,471 19 1 

243 11 2 6,675 4 : 

859 19 7 6,170 3 i 

307 6 4 4^85 4 


771 17 7 8,10413 

383 13 G 6,266 18 

811 7 3 5,332 17 

2.882 2 G 26,519 2 

031 12 8 5,148 18 

409 19 0 4,802 17 


repayments in the case of Belfast are made direct by the Boroug! “^dingl sun 
keep tho Accounts uniform with those of the other Asylums, a 
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on behalf of each District and Auxiliary Asylum in Ireland for the 
;9Qi | — continued 


EXPEnmEt. 


Wines. 

Spirits, 
anu Beer. 

1 

! Medicines, 

Tobacco aud ! and Medical 
Snuff. | and Surgical ! 

1 Appliances. 1 

Clothing. 

Bedding. 

Furniture. 

ASYLUMS. 

00 | 

23. i 

24. 1 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

£ s. i. ; 

£ $. d. | 

& s. d 

1 

£ s. d. 

s s. a. S 

£ s. d. 


1110 6 

145 9 10 

29 8 7 

1,064 G 5 

269 6 0 j 

278 3 9 

Antrim. 

110 

115 8 4 

34 14 7 

1,112 5 1 

440 5 7 

147 2 1 

Ajnnagh. 

270 12 5 

318 13 8 

220 5 9 

3,127 18 0 

1,084 8 4 

1,436 12 2 

Ballinasloe. 

9 G 4 

271 18 8 

123 11 7 

2,138 10 1 

636 3 5 j 

326 14 10 , 

Belfast. 

9 3 0 

99 13 8 

51 14 2 | 

662 2 2 

189 6 8 

54 19 0 

Carlow. 

21 4 1 

122 14 3 

53 19 4 

1,154 G 11 

435 13 3 

220 0 0 | 

Castlebar. 

252 S 2 

275 18 7 

64 11 8 

1,657 5 1 

593 14 10 

415 0 9 

Clonmel. 

; 46 0 G 

347 1 0 

200 7 11 

2,657 10 2 

241 13 4 

547 15 10 

Cork. 

62 14 0 

172 15 2 

208 1 6 

1,621 9 9 

337 11 7 

51G 8 6 

Downpatrick. 

6! 6 1 

83 13 4 

65 12 2 ' 

1,028 0 2 

310 15 5 

246 10 5 

Ennis. 

33 15 5 

170 14 1 

67 7 10 

977 12 1 

390 17 10 

314 12 4 

Enniscorthy. 

58 17 7 

166 18 6 

GO 2 8 

900 9 6 

203 5 5 

136 17 7 

Kilkenny., 

• 72 10 10 

95 3 8 

58 3 2 

1,234 14 11 

356 14 3 

208 12 3 

Killamcy. 

28 3 9 

170 18 9 

46 7 1 

1,353 2 10 

435 13 6 

362 17 8 

Letterkenny. 

44 2 0 

172 13 G 

59 18 1 

1,182 18 10 

318 0 8 

157 10 1 

Limerick. 

15 14 9 

125 9 8 

86 5 7 

955 6 1 

146 10 10 

305 0 3 

Londonderry. 

54 10 8 

71 4 11 

35 0 9 

1.228 3 0 

303 1 1 

101 17 7 

Maryborough. 

137 8 10 

291 2 8 

132 15 11 

1,514 7 9 

705 1 8 

411 8 8 

Monaghan. 

45 2 0 

257 2 5 

126 7 11 

2,929 2 6 

1,311 1 1 

339 19 G 

Mullingar. 

35 13 2 

! 228 1 3 

107 12 1 

1,071 0 10 

404 0 11 

227 4 10 

Omagh. 

12017 4 

944 9 3 

624 14 9 

6,326 1 5 

1,909 13 7 

1,444 9 5 

Richmond and 
j Portrane. 

25 3 0 

: 218 1 10 

101 9 1 

1,110 9 6 

236 4 1 

270 19 9 

j Sligo. 

3G 17 10 

1 109 14 0 

! " 

59 12 1 

1,200 17 9 

124 17 2 

351 0 5 

"Waterford. 

M66 3 

4,975 1 0 

2,618 4 3 

38,208 0 10 

11,420 0 6 

8,822 3 8 

TotaL 

5 16 10 

1 27 18 7 

22 10 4 

99 17 2 

- 

28 0 H 

j Youghal Ausili- 
, ary Asylum. 

1.172 0 l 

5.0Q2 19 7 

2,640 14 7 

1 38,307 18 0 

11,420 0 6 

8,850 4 7 

| Gross TotaL 


therefore, pass through the Asylum Accounts, hut they are included above, in order to 
Deea added to the amount “ Levied off District." on the Receipts side of Account. 
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Distr ict and 


[App, A, 

Table XVIII.— Showing tlio Receipts and Expesdiicbb 

ended 31st March, 






EXP ENSIXVRE 


* 1 

ASYLUMS. 

Fuel 

and Light. 

Washing 

Materials. 

Wator 

Supply 

Farm and 
Gardon. 
Expenses. 

1 

Repairs ! 
and 

Alterations. 1 

| 

Stationer/. 

Printing! 

and 

Advertising. 

29. 

80. 


31. 


32. 


33. 

34. 

35, 


£ s. 

il. 

£ H. 

d. 

£ #. 

(?. 

£ s d. 

£ s. d. 

£ S. (J. 

Antrim, 

2 010 13 10 

197 0 

4 

12 0 

0 

1,089 16 4 

375 6 0 

11G 16 11 

Armagh, 

1,328 17 

10 

274 13 

5 

8 2 

0 

319 18 2 

618 14 7 

49 7 11 

Ballinasloe, 

4.080 4 

2 

588 12 

0 

325 0 

0 

2,162 11 9 

1,261 1 3 

358 17 8 - 

Belfast, 

2,105 7 

5 

533 17 

3 

448 1 

0 

1,795 8 9 

1,354 3 10 

170 13 11 

Carlow, 

095 2 

4 

105 18 

5 

121 0 

0 

1,020 1 11 

281 6 10 

79 8 0 'j 

Castlebar, 

1,921 14 

3 

194 1 10 

102 10 

0 

303 18 1 

414 3 9 

34 17 0 1 

Clonmel, 

1,400 16 

8 

213 10 

4 

185 0 

0 

311 3 0 

701 2 9 

210 0 3 ' 

Cork, 

2,899 18 

6 

2G0 19 

G 

531 6 

10 

914 12 11 

1,049 6 6 

130 7 8 ! 

Downpatrick, ... 

1,053 1 

4 

142 18 

6 

- 


1,090 8 1 

1,806 5 2 

258 15 6 . 

Ennis, 

760 11 

1 

191 10 

3 

- 


842 9 6 

1,091 0 1 

97 10 9 

Enniscortliy, ... 

1,005 1 

0 

177 10 

1 

- 


400 0 3 

92G 8 6 

88 o 2 1 

Kilkonny, 

1,556 10 

4 

176 10 

2 

102 17 

6 

314 0 3 

389 0 10 

92 0 6 l 

Killarnoy, 

919 18 

7 

189 15 U 

105 8 

0 

174 3 10 

574 14 2 

82 10 0 ■ 

Lcttorkonny, ... 

1,924 19 

7 

251 1G 

(5 

2 0 

0 

093 17 9 

856 4 6 

123 4 10 | 

Limerick, 

1,090 1 

8 

163 18 1(1 

203 2 

6 

4(51 5 7 

486 18 11 

127 5 7 j 

Londonderry, ... 

1,514 10 

10 

188 19 

4 

127 15 

l 

783 1 8 

571 13 8 

101 16 4 j 

Maryborough, ... 

1,591 17 

3 

2(H) 0 

1 

209 18 

9 

302 1G 3 

629 2 10 

81 17 8 j 

Monaghan, 

1,981 11 

7 

201 0 

7 

283 10 

0 

446 10 2 

441 2 6 

123 10 3 

Mullingar, 

3,554 12 

5 

324 3 

4 

- 


2,607 13 4 

1,909 8 2 

240 8 4 

Omagh, 

1,882 G 

8 

161 16 

8 

- 


1,500 13 3 

770 14 4 

124 3 7 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

9,047 4 

5 

1,073 6 

7 

590 11 

0 

5,543 12 4 

4,593 11 11 

531 7 6 

Sligo, 

1,747 0 

8 

1G2 10 11 

401 16 

6 

323 17 9 

1,104 T 8 

191 U 19 

"Watorford, 

1,302 2 

7 

147 17 

9 

131 17 

6 

616 16 G 

478 8 11- 

130 8 10 

Total, 

47,374 5 

0 

6,216 6 10 

4,001 17 

2 

21,079 9 5 

28,705 2 8 

3,545 9 0 | 

Ynughnl Auxili- 
ary Asylum. 

8G4 15 

3 

106 0 

1 

100 o 

0 

287 13 8 

144 3 3 

51 8 9 

Gross Total, 

48,239 0 

3 

6,322 6 11 

4,101 17 

2 

24,907 3 1 

22,849 5 11 

3,599 17 0 

j 
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App. A-] 


„ beludf of each District and Auxiliary Asylum, in Ireland for the Sear 
KiO <j— continued. 


EXPB WDITtniE. 


— ■ 


raid to Boards | 
of Guardians | 




Bents, 

Bates, Taxes, 

Incidental 
Expenses 
(i deluding 

for Main- 
tenance of 
Patients In 
Workhouses, 

Balance in 
favour at the 
close of this 

Total. 

ASYLUMS. 

Insurance. 

Postage). 

underActSS&S'J 

- c 111 ' 




V., c. 67, s. 9. 1 




3G. 

37. 

38. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 


121 6 2 

142 2 9 j 

654 4 0 

1,993 19 5 

22,600 10 4 

Antrim. 

195 13 3 | 

200 12 11 

- 

885 18 5 

16,196 3 3 

Armagh. 

103 13 0 

1G1 1G 3 

- 

7G9 16 8 

40,423 14 11 

Ballinasloe. 

211 18 4 

1G9 14 6 

1,067 11 0 

4,511 0 6 

33,976 2 2 

Belfast. 

59 2 7 

132 19 G 

— 

1,423 12 2 

13,381 19 9 

Carlow. 

20 15 0 j 

118 3 3 

- 

481 3 10 

17,746 11 6 

Castlebar. 

145 19 1 i 

348 12 7 

- 

1,526 2 6 

22,596 19 6 

Clonmel. 

2S1 18 10 

574 1 11 

- 

_ ~ 

42,860 9 G 

Cork. 

151 17 10 

424 4 6 

_ 

2,324 2 10 

23,523 6 2 

Downpatrick. 

1G 3 8 

171 6 5 

73 0 0 

2,836 8 10 

14,688 0 4 

Ennis. 

178 7 3 

347 7 10 

- 

1,413 7 4 

17,568 5 3 

Enniscorthy. 

83 G 1 

137 12 G 

- 

G8G 16 10 

14,324 5 10 

Kilkenny. 

; 241 5 G 

116 1 2 

_ 

2,459 1 9 

16,798 16 5 

Killamcy. 

136 11 G 

211 12 11 

- 

4,754 4 5 

25,693 6 7 

letterkenny. 

-108 9 8 

147 G G 

_ 

6,567 5 0 

24,951 9 3 

Limerick. 

145 17 5 

204 11 8 

20 0 0 


17,095 17 11 

Londonderry. 

98 15 4 

50 16 4 


0,565 5 3 

23,433 13 1 

Maryborough. 

187 14 7 

360 9 1 


4,747 6 7 

27,956 0 3 

Monaghan. 

143 3 9 

171 10 2 

— 

- 

32,713 7 2 

Mullingar. 

! 91 1 10 

245 15 4 

- 

- 

20,640 5 11 

Omagh. 

672 18 10 

1,415 14 7 

- 

9,328 4 6 

114,354 11 2 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

35 12 4 

84 6 11 

_ 

4,408 18 2 

23,114 5 8 

Sligo. 

79 0 6 

189 S 6 

- 

2,797 13 4 

19,854 11 10 

Waterford. 

3,550 12 4 

6,156 S 4 

1,814 15 0 

60,480 8 4 

626,492 13 9 

Total. 

G8 11 2 

132 11 3 

- 

1,690 3 9 

9,198 10 2 

Yougbal Auxili- 
ary Asylum. 

3,619 3 G 

6,288 19 7 

1,814 15 0 

62,170 12 1 

635,691 3 11 

Gross Total, 
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Tablb XIX. — Showing tlio Averogo Cost per Patient during the yetr 

is classified in the 


T 

Daily 

Average 

Daily 1 
Average 
Number of 
Patients in 
Workhouses 
under Act 
38 & 111) V., 
c. 67, s. [). 

8. 

average cost 

Asylums. 

1. 

Number 
of Patients 
in Asylum. 

2. 

Repayment 

of 

Loans. 

4-. 

‘ Salaries 1 
and 
Wages. 

5. 

Antrim, 

596 

35 

£ s. ,1. 

10 0 6 

£ s. d. ■ 
5 0 10 ; 

Armagh, .... 

537 

— 

4 13 4 

5 1(1 7 

Ballinasloe, 

1,409 

— 

3 1 1 

4 7 2 1 

Belfast, 

1,122 

59 

3 3 10 

5 14 i ] 

Carlow, ..... 

496 

— 

3 5 11 

4 17 10 I 

Castlebar, .... 

738 

— 

3 15 1 

3 14 11 

Clonmel, .... 

777 

- 

3 5 1 

4 11 9 

Cork, 

1,500 

- 

2 14 9 

5 19 2 

Downpatrick, 

743 

— 

5 1 1 

5 14 6 

Ennis, ..... 

430 

4 

0 7 8 

5 14 8 

Emiiacortliv, .... 

522 

- 

4 3 10 

0 12 8 

Kilkenny, .... 

443 

— 

4 17 9 

5 15 7 

Killuruoy, .... 

S0!i 

-- 

1 11 8 

5 4 0 

Lettorkenny, .... 

701 

— 

•M 

O 

i— i 

>--3 

6 0 7 ■ 

Limerick, ... 

1174 

-™ 

3 1 8 

6 15 2 

Londonderry, . 

531 

l 

5 2 11 

7 9 4 

Maryborough, .... 

547 

- 

5 0 7 

6 7 0 

Monaghan, .... 

885 

- 

3 7 3 

4 13 4 

Mullingar, . 

1)58 

— 

5 11 0 

4 0 10 

Omagli, 

782 

— 

4 13 0 

5 2 8 

Richmond and Porlrane, . 

3,13!) 


l'- 

CO 

4 5 3 

Sligo, 

041 

— 

3 9 4 

7 4 6 

Waterford, . 

590 

~ 

5 12 1 

0 0 4 

Total — District Asylums, . 

19,487 

99 

4 15 10 

5 4 7 

Youglial Auxiliary Asylum, . 

39!) 


j 4 8 3 

3 9 9 
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1908-9 in respect of each of the Heads under which the Expenditure 
preceding Table. 


per patient. 




Asylums. 

10. 

1 

Super- 

annuation. 

G. 

Provisions 

and 

Groceries. 

7. 

Wines , 
Spirits, 
and Beer. 
8. 

Tobacco 

and 

Snuff. 

9. 

- 

£ s. d. | 

s. d. 

s. d. 



8 11 5 

0 6 

4 11 

Antrim. 

0 7 2 

8 18 7 

0 0J 

4 4 

Armagh. 

0 10 3 

9 4 3 

3 10 

4 6 

Ballinasloe. 

0 5 4 

6 19 2 

0 2 

4 10 

Belfast. 

0 10 5 

8 4 4 

0 4 

4 0 

Carlow. 

0 14 4 

8 13 

0 8 

3 4 

Castlebar. 

0 11 6 

9 19 7 

6 6 

7 1 

Clonmel. 

0 11 5 

9 14 6 

0 7 

4 4 

Cork. 

0 7 7 

5 18 6 

1 8 

4 8 

Downpatrick. 

0 14 9 

8 10 3 

2 10 

3 10 

Ennis. 

0 11 3 

9 16 6 

1 6 

6 6 

Enniscortby. 

10 1 

9 3 0 

2 8 

7 6 

Kilkenny. 

0 11 5 

9 17 

2 5 

3 2 

Killarney. 

0 6 11 

9 9 8 

0 10 

4 10 

Letterkenny. 

15 6 

9 3 1 

1 4 

5 2 

Limerick. 

0 11 7 

8 15 

0 7 

4 9 

Londonderry. 

1 11 1 

8 15 3 

2 0 

2 7 

Maryborough. 

0 17 5 

9 2 11 

3 1 

6 7 

Monaghan. 

0 7 11 

6 9 6 

0 11 

6 4 

Mullingar. 

10 9 

6 16 5 

0 11 

5 10 

Omagh. 

0 18 4 

8 9 0 

0 9 

6 0 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

0 19 9 

8 0 8 

0 9 

6 10 

Sligo. 

i 0 13 11 

8 2 10 

1 3 

3 8 

Waterford. 

0 13 7 

8 9 3 

1 6 

; B 1 

Total — District 
Asylums. 

— 

6 11 

0 4 

1 1 B 

Youghal Auxiliary 
Asylum. 
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Table XIX.— Showing the Average Cost per Patient during the year 

ia classified in the preceding 







average cost 

Asyi-ums. 

11. 

Medicines 
and Modieal 
and Surgical 
Appliances 
13. 

Clothing. 

13. 

Budding 

u 


*=3 


s. d. 

£ s\ 

d. 

£ 8. 

d. 


Antrim , 

1 0 

1 16 

•9 

0 9 

0 

0 9 4 1 

Armagh, . 

1 3 

2 1 

5 

0 16 

5 

0 5 0 

Ballinasloe. 

3 2 

2 4 

6 

0 15 

5 

10 5 

Belfast, . 

2 2 

1 18 

1 

0 11 

4 

0 5 10 ! 

Carlow, 

2 1 

1 6 

8 

0 7 

8 

0 2 3 

Castlebar, 

1 6 

1 11 

3 

0 11 

10 

0 6 0 

Clonmel, 

1 8 

2 2 

8 

0 15 

3 

0 10 8 

Cork, 

2 6 

1 13 

3 

0 3 

0 

0 6 10 

Downpatrick, 

5 7 

2 3 

8 

0 9 

1 

0 13 11 

Ennis, . , 

3 0 

2 0 

10 

0 15 

10 

0 11 3 

Enniscorthy, 

2 7 

1 17 

5 

0 10 

0 

0 12 1 

Kilkenny, 

2 0 

2 0 

8 

0 9 

2 

0 6 2 

Killarncv, . 

i u 

2 0 

n 

0 11 

10 

0 6 11 

Lcttcrkenny, 

i t 

1 18 

6 

0 12 

4 

0 10 4 

Limerick, . 

1 0 

1 16 

1 

0 0 

0 

0 4 8 

Londonderry, 

3 3 

1 10 

0 

0 5 

(i 

0 11 6 

Maryborough, , 

1 4 

2 4 

11 

0 11 

i 

0 3 9 

Monaghan, 

3 0 

1 14 

2 

0 15 

a 

0 9 3 

Mullingar, . 

2 7 

3 0 

0 

1 7 

1 

0 7 0 

Omagli, 

2 9 

1 7 

5 

0 10 

4 

0 5 10 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

4 0 

2 0 

4 

0 12 

2 

0 9 2 

Sligo, 

3 2 

1 14 

8 

0 7 

4 

0 8 5 

Waterford, 

2 0 

2 0 

8 

0 4 

3 

0 11 11 

Total — District 
Asylums. 

2 8 

1 19 

3 

0 11 

9 

0 9 1 

Youghal Auxili- 
ary Asylum. 

1 1 

0 5 

0 

— 


0 1 5 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Auxiliary Asylums. 31 


1908-9 in respect of each of the Heads under which the Expenditure 
Table — continued. 


per patient. 

Fuel 

and Light. 

Washing 

Materials. 

Water 

Supply. 

Farm and 
Garden 
Expenses. 

Asylums. 

10 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

£ s. d. 

j 3 7 6 : 

s. d. 

6 7 

d. 
0 5 

£ d. ! 

1 16 7 i 

Antrim. 

! 2 9 6 

10 3 

0 4 i 

0 11 11 

Armagh. 

j 2 17 11 j 

8 4 

4 7 

1 10 8 

Ballitiasloc. 

1 17 6 | 

9 6 

8 0 

1 12 0 ] 

Belfast. 

18 0 

4 3 

4 11 

2 1 2 

Carlow. 

2 12 1 

5 3 

4 5 

0 8 3 

Castlebar. 

| 1 16 1 

5 6 

4 9 

0 8 0 j 

Clonmel. 

1 16 3 

3 3 

6 8 

0 11 6 j 

Cork. ! 

118 4 

3 10 

1 

2 5 6 

Downpatrick. 

! 1 14 8 

8 9 

— 

1 18 6 

Ennis. 

i 1 IS 6 

6 10 

— 

0 15 4 

Enniscorthy. 

I 3 10 3 

8 0 

4 8 

0 15 6 

Kilkenny. 

| 1 10 6 

6 4 

3 6 

0 5 9 

Killarney. 

! 2 14 8 

7 3 

0 1 

0 19 8 

Letterkcnnv. 

1 12 4 

4 10 

6 0 

0 13 8 

Limerick. 

2 ir i 

7 1 

4 10 

19 6 

Londonderry. i 

2 18 3 

10 7 

9 6 

i 0 11 1 

Maryborough. 

2 4 9 

4 6 

6 5 

j 0 10 1 

Monaghan. 

3 13 5 

6 8 

— 

2 13 11 

Mullingar. 

2 8 2 

4 2 

_ 

1 18 5 

Omagh. 

2 17 8 

i 

6 10 

3 9 

1 15 4 

Richmond and Portrane. 

1 

2 14 6 

5 1 

12 6 

' 0 10 1 

Sligo. 

2 4 2 

5 0 

4 0 

1 1 11 

Waterford. 

| 2 8 7 

0 5 

1 

4 1 

1 5 4 

Total — District 
Asylums- 

| 2 3 4 

6 4 

1 

6 0 

0 14 5 

.Touglml Auxiliary 
Asylum. 
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Tablh XIX, — Showing the Average Cost per Patient during the ymr 

is classified in tte 



AVERAGE COST PER PATIENT. 

Total Average 
-lost of Patient? 

Asylums. 

21. 

Repairs 

and 

Alterations. 

22. 

Stationery, 
Printing, ami 
Advertising. 

23. 

Rents, Rates, ! 
Taxes, ami 
Insurance. 

24. 

Incidental 

Expenses 

(including 

Postage). 

25. 

Workhouses 
mder Act 38 & 
39 V., c . 07, 
s. 9. 

20. 


£ s. 

d. 

a. d. 

8. (1. 

£ 8. d. 

£ s. tf. 

Antrim, 

0 12 

7 

3 11 

4 1 

0 4 9 

18 13 10 

Armagh, 

1 3 

1 

1 10 

7 3 

0 7 6 

- 

Ballinasloc, 

0 17 11 

5 1 

1 6 

0 2 4 

- 

Belfast, 

1 4 

2 

3 1 

3 9 

0 3 0 

18 1 11 

Carlow, 

0 11 

4 

3 3 

2 5 

0 5 4 

- 

Castlebar, . 

0 11 

3 

0 11 

0 7 

0 4 0 

- 

Clonmel, . 

0 18 

1 

5 5 

3 9 

0 9 0 

- 

Cork, . 

0 13 

1 

1 8 

3 6 

0 7 2 

- 

Downpatrick, 

2 10 

3 

7 0 

4 1 

0 11 5 

- 

Ennis, 

2 9 

9 

4 5 

2 1 

0 7 10 

18 5 0 

Enniscorthy, 

1 15 

6 

3 4 

6 10 

0 13 4 

- 

Kilkenny, . 

0 17 

7 

4 2 

4 0 

0 Q 2 

- 

Killarney, . 

0 19 

1 

2 9 

8 0 

0 3 10 

— 

Letterkenny, 

1 4 

4 

3 6 

3 11 

0 6 0 

- 

Limerick, . 

0 14 

6 

3 9 

3 3 

0 4 5 

— 

Londonderry, 

1 1 

6 

3 10 

5 6 

0 7 8 

20 0 0 

Maryborough, 

| 0 19 

4 

3 0 

3 7 

0 1 10 

— 

Monaghan, . 

0 10 

0 

2 10 

4 3 

0 8 2 

— 

Mullingar, 

1 19 

5 

5 0 

3 0 

0 3 7 

- 

Omagh, 

0 19 

8 

3 2 

2 4 

0 6 3 

— 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

1 9 

3 

3 5 

4 4 

0 9 0 


Sligo, 

1 16 

4 

C 0 

1 1 



Waterford, . 

0 16 

2 

4 5 

2 8 

0 0 5 

— 

Total — District 
Asylums. 

1 3 

4 

3 8 

3 8 

0 6 4 

18 6 7 

Yougluil Auxiliary 
Asylum. 

0 7 

3 

2 7 

3 5 

0 6 8 
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1908-9 in respect of each of the Heads under •which the Expenditure 
preceding 't'ahle — conti'ii'iisd . 


Average Cost 
per Head , 
calculated on 

the Gross 
Expenditure, 
including 
Repayments of 
Loans. 

27. 

Average Cost 
per Head, 
deducting 
Receipts from 
Paying Patients 
’and other 
Miscellaneous 
Receipts from 
the Gross 
Expenditure. 

28. 

Average Cost 
per Head, 
calculated on 
the Gross 
Expenditure, 
less Repay- 
ments of 
Loans. 

29. 

Vvcrage Cost 
per Ilead, 
deducting 
Repayments 
of Loans and 
“ Other Mis- 
cellaneous 
teceipts" from 1 
the Gross 
Expenditure. 
30. 

Net Average 1 
Cost poyillead, j 
deducting 1 
Repayments of 
Loans, Receipts 
from Paying 
Patients, and 
other Miscel- 
aneous Receipts 
from the Gross 
Expenditure. 
SI. 

Asylums. 

32. 


£ s d. 

£ s. d. 

£ .«. d 

£ s. d. 


32 13 2 

30 9 4 

23 3 9 

21 18 1 

21 0 0 

Antrim. 

28 10 3 

26 4 2 

23 16 10 

22 14 8 

21 10 9 

Armagh. 

28 2 10 

27 17 1 

25 1 9 

24 18 1 

24 16 0 

Ballinasloe 

24 19 0 

23 8 2 

21 18 4 

20 19 11 

20 7 7 

Belfast. | 

24 2 2 

21 19 5 

20 16 3 

19 14 4 

18 13 5 

Carlow. 

23 7 11 

22 17 5 

19 11 9 

19 3 9 

19 1 4 

Castlebar. 

27 2 4 

26 6 10 

23 17 3 

23 9 2 

23 1 9 

Clonmel. j 

25 13 3 

24 4 5 

22 18 6 

22 2 8 

21 9 8 

Cork. 

28 10 8 

27 5 9 

23 9 7 

22 19 1 

22 4 8 

Downpatrick. 

26 15 1 

24 9 2 

26 7 6 

24 18 10 

24 1 8 

Ennis. 

30 19 0 

28 13 3 

26 15 2 

25 8 8 

24 9 5 

Enniscorthy. 

30 15 8 

29 13 7 

25 18 0 

25 9 8 

24 15 10 

Kilkenny. 

23 15 7 

23 1 1 

22 3 11 

21 15 9 

21 9 5 

Killarney. 

29 14 10 

28 4 8 

24 4 8 

23 7 2 

22 14 5 

Letterlienny. 

27 5 6 

20 4 11 

24 3 11 

23 15 11 

23 3 4 

Limerick. 

31 3 6 

30 0 9 

26 0 8 

25 11 9 

24 18 0 

Londonderry. 

30 16 9 

29 15 10 

25 16 2 

25 2 1 

24 15 3 

Maryborough 

26 3 11 

24 14 3 

22 16 7 

21 14 3 

21 6 11 

Monaghan 

30 18 2 

29 16 5 

25 6 8 

25 3 8 

24 4 11 

Mullingar. 

26 7 11 

24 7 5 

21 14 10 

20 14 8 

19 14 4 

Omagh.. 

33 9 2 

32 5 7 

24 14 7 

24 9 9 

23 10 11 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

29 3 8 

28 13 3 

25 14 4 

25 8 10 

25 3 11 

Sligo. \ 

28 18 2 

27 11 5 

23 6 2 

22 14 7 

21 19 4 

Waterford. 

28 12 9 

27 7 3 

23 17 5 

23 5 2 

22 11 11 

Total — District 
Asylums. 

18 16 4 

18 9 3 

14 8 1 

14 1 0 

14 1 0 

Youglial Auxili- 
ary Asylum. 
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Table XX.— Showing tho Receipts and Expenditure f or t ] e 

attached to the District 




RECEIPTS, 

i 

1 

ASYLUMS. 

Potatoes. 

Other 
Root Crops, 

Other 

Vegetables. 

C- rain. 

i 

Hay 

and Straw. ' 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

B. 


£ 8. d. 

£ 8. (1. 

£ 8. (1 

£ s. d . 

£ s. d, : 

Antrim, ... 

121 10 10 

40 0 0 

75 3 0 

20 18 4 

IPS 0 0 i 

Armagh, ... 

111) 0 0 

10 2 8 

269 15 7 

34 18 0 

50 0 0 

Ballinasloe, 

ISO 4 7 

17 11 0 

194 9 1 

20 0 0 

8 0 0 i 

Belfast 

- 

13 0 3 

111 13 9 

- 

62 0 0 

Do. (Purdysburn 
Estate). 

Carlow, ... 

8/5 15 0 
514 11 10 

189 19 7 
26 13 4 

174 11 4 
151 8 fi 

119 17 G 
115 8 8 

392 0 C 

Castlebar, 

79 0 3 

61 17 6 

96 13 1 

21 7 1 

247 13 10 j 

Clonmel,'... 

160 9 0 

67 12 2 

168 7 8 

- 

43 10 0 | 

Cork, 

■J62 8 6 

79 10 11 

368 14 6 

- 

- i 

Downpatrick, 

230 0 3 

102 8 7J 

364 7 44 

5 0 14 

- 1 

Ennis, 

151 13 2 

- 

141 6 fij 

- 

7 410 I 

Enniscorthy, 

311 13 0 

22 1 8 

198 0 9 

5(5 9 2 

50 18 6 * 

Kilkenny, 

1)0 lfi 3 

40 5 5 

115 13 2 

15 9 G 

92 0 7 | 

Killamey, 

IDS 11) 9 

21 15 9 

96 12 4 

0 10 0 

14 0 0 1 

Lotteikonny, 

258 3 01 

23 15 1 

241 4 3.4 

■17 2 Utf 

- 

Limerick. 

245 7 11 

09 15 1 

157 12 9 

IS 3 0 

54 10 0 I 

Londonderry, 

129 18 9 

9 lfi 9 

154 lfi n 

100 16 0 

- 

Maryborough, 

389 l) 0 

52 12 7 

126 18 fi 

130 U 4 

113 10 0 

Monaglmn 

101 5 4 

60 11 10 

182 13 7 

1 11 8 

1(5 0 0 

Mullingar, 

291 17 10 

30 9 7 

238 15 5 

- 

- 

Omagh, ... 

233 14 7 

30 2 0 

171 12 fi 

- 

- 

Richmond, 

57 12 1 

153 13 2 

432 9 8 

02 8 0 

- 

Do. (Portrano 

Estate). 

Sligo, 

221 13 5 
126 0 0 

123 9 11 
59 l l 0 

620 19 2 
344 8 4 

129 16 0 

- 

"Waterford, 

365 18 4 

55 7 1 

100 0 0 

91 10 2 

17 0 0 

Total -Distric t 
Asylums 

Youglial Auxiliary 
Asylum. 

6,156 9 71 
221 2 0 

1,423 9 2J 
33 2 7 

5,237 7 14 
37 0 9 

1,010 9 4.1 
86 13 8 

1,41617 3 
910 3 

Gross Total ... 

6,377 12 13 

1/166 11 94 

5,271 7 101 

1,047 3 01 

1,420 7 6 


PJOTE A.-Tliis Table inoln.li* on tlio "Keooipts" idclo tho value of Stock ami MjfS 
alone being shown in tho Cash Account (Table XVIII). On *ho Dir 1 , 
employed on the farm, which arc not. shown urdcr “Parm ana w™ 
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Year ended 31st March, 1909, in connection with the Farms 
and Auxiliary Asylums. 


RECEIPTS. 







ASYLUMS. 

Pigs. 

Other 
Live Stock. 

Milk. 

Bacon. 

Butcher's 

Meat. 


i 7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

! £ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 


328 0 8 

357 0 9 

851 11 8 

- 

- 

Antrim. 

389 7 3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Armagh. 

— 

81 S 0 

654 17 4 

1,722 9 ,2 

105 13 1 

Ballinasloe. 

223 G 11 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Belfast. 

| 83 18 10 

! 78 7 8 

G28 11 6 
301 4 0 

1,413 0 11 
184 6 2 

502 7 9 

48 3 2 

Do. (Purdyshurn 
Estate). 

Carlow. 

] — 

— 

— 

409 9 4 

- 

Castlebar. 

! 193 16 0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Clonmel. 

1 869 16 2 

94 9 11 

470 9 6 

7G 2 11 

- 

Cork. 

15 5 0 

25 5 0 

972 16 Ofr 

834 15 10 

629 13 01 

Downpatrick. 

| 328 1G 2 

240 17 G 

411 13 10£ 

- 

- 

Ennis. 

i 365 4 6 

58 10 0 

— 

- 

- 

Enniscorthy. 

j 60 7 G 

- 

— 

287 9 G 

2 7 10 

Kilkenny. 

- 

20 19 0 

323 14 6 

- 

- 

Killamey. 

1 359 13 3i 

32 9 6 

G23 0 7 !l 

- 

91 3 10 

Letterkenny. 

97 15 G 

42 11 10 

327 1 4 

103 18 6 

- 

Limerick. 

— 

3 10 

370 7 2 

131 7 7 

673 1 1 

Londonderry. 

253 16 0 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Maryborough. 

82110 0 

79 5 0 

214 3 2 

- 

- 

Monaghan. 

5 10 0 

47 2 6 

2,111 17 1 

296 0 7 

571 9 6 

Mullingar. 

611 18 1 

43 12 9 

608 9 3 

103 11 6 

414 2 2 

Omagh. 

4 0 2 

2 0 0 

— 

G42 15 10 

- 

Richmond. 

— 

2 7 6 
39 14 0 

3,105 14 8 
320 IB 6 

553 4 2 
296 9 3 

1,448 0 8 
46 15 4 

Do. (Portrane 

Estate.) 

Sligo. 

733 3 7 

45 15 0 

- 

- 

- 

Waterford. 

5,823 13 31 
48 14 2 

2,146 4 9 

12,963 19 9* 

5,960 1 10 
140 17 10 

3,930 9 8£ 

Total— District 
Asylums. 

Yougbal Auxiliary 
• Asylum. 

5,873 7 5} 

2,146 4 9 

12,963 19 9$ 

6,100 19 8 

3,930 9 81 

Gross Total. 


consumed in the Asylum as well as the Cash reoeiyetl for what was sold— the latter 
side items are shown, such as wages and allowances of the members of the staff 
Expenses ” in Table XVHL, but under “ Salaries,” “ Provisions, &c 
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Table XX. — Showing tho Receipts and Expenditure for tie 

attached to the District 


RECEIPTS. 


ASYLUMS. 



Value 

Value 




Elides, Skins, 

Mis- 

cellaneous. 

of Stock 

of Produce 




and 

Wool. 

on 

31st March, 

on 

31st March, 

Loss. 

Total 



1909. 

1909 



13. 

14. 1 

15. 

1G. 

17. 

18. 

IS. 


£ s. il. 

£ s. tl 

£ s. «7. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

Antrim, ... 

_ 

- 

616 4 0 

1G3 13 4 

- 

2,778 2 7 

Armagh. ... 

- 

- 

101 2 4 

172 12 G 

- 

1,213 710 

Ballinasloe, 

2 5 0 

22 17 4 

1,154 0 0 

59G 0 0 

“ 

4,795 14 10 

Belfast, ... 

- 

- 

87 10 0 

42 3 0 

- 

529 13 11 

Do. (Purdysburn 

_ 

- 

1,129 0 0 

505 G 0 

- 

4,722 1 2 

Estate). 
Carlow, ... 

- 

97 14 7 

721 8 9 

277 11 0 

- 

3,019 5 5 

Castlebar, 

- 

G2 8 9 

3G3 10 8 

116 10 5 

- 

1,447 10 11 

Clonmel, ... 

- 

- 

218 12 0 

116 18 0 

- 

988 4 10 

Cork, 

0 12 G 

19 0 10 

8G0 8 0 

31 0 0 

- 

3,328 13 8 

Downpatrick, 

43 10 7 

15 8 74 

1,371 10 0 

G82 8 0 

- 

5,293 0 6 

Ennis, 


1 10 3 

409 15 0 

782 2 1 

- 

2,475 5 5 

Enniscortliy, 


24 10 0 

150 3 8 

92 0 0 

- 

1,335 14 3 

Kilkenny, 

- 

55 12 ft 

89 1 3 

211 2 G 


1,096 5 11 

ICillarney, 

- 

39 10 0 

381 Jfi 0 

248 S 8 

- 

1,349 11 0 

Lotterkenny, 

G 8 1 

13 it 0 

717 10 8 

(57 !) 0 

“ 

2,482 0 6i 

Limerick, 

- 

~ 

008 10 0 

128 11 2 

- 

1,854 G 0 

Londonderry, 

2G 12 1 

144 12 0 

844 15 0 

301 18 4 

- 

2,797 2 3 

Maryborough, ... 

- 


281 7 0 

219 10 0 

- 

1,576 17 11 

Monaghan, 

- 

- 

713 8 0 

53 3 4 

- 

2,243 12 5 

Mullingar, 

57 13 11 

1 0 0 

1,804 10 0 

0(59 3 0 


6,188 9 11 

Omagh, ... 

3G 14 1 

1G 8 0 

006 16 0 

115 10 0 

- 

3,051 911 

Richmond, 

- 

12 9 5) 

230 0 0 

■10 0 0 

- 

1,637 8 8 

Do. (Portrane 

Ill 14 1 

46 17 9 

2,240 0 0 

390 0 0 

- 

8,898 17 4 

Estate). 

Sligo 

1 14 9 

— 

038 0 0 

287 19 0 

- 

2,16111 8 

Waterford, 

- 

- 

444 6 10 

109 9 0 

- 

2,025 18 0 

Total— District 

287 5 1 

573 9 94 

10,945 0 8 

0,418 9 4 

- 

69,293 6 10J 

Asylums. 

Youghal Auxiliary 
Asylum. 

Gross Total, ... 

- 

70 0 0 

92 19 4 

- 

690 1 1 

287 5 1 

573 9 94 

17,015 0 8 

0,511 8 8 

- 

69,983 7 Hi 


" ' NOTE - See NoteAM 

» The difference between this amount and that shown in laet Boport ie caused the sc^ corrw . 
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Year ended 31sfc March, 1909, in connection with the Farms 
and Auxiliary Asylums— continued. 


EXPENDITURE. 




Value 




| 



ASYLUMS. 

of Stock 
on 

1st April 
1908 


of Produce 
on 

1st April, 
1908. 

Rent 

Paid 

Labour. 

1 

Manures. 


20. 


21. 


22. 

23. 

1 

24. 

i 

25. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ t. 

1 

ri. 


557 5 

0 

Ill 6 

8 

114 5 0 

129 4 

0 

- 


Antrim. i 

97 3 

8 

168 14 

6 

80 0 G 

77 19 

6 

64 5 

7 

Armagh. 

937 5 

0 

377 9 

2 

211 9 9 

21G 3 

0 

18 9 

5 

BaUinasloe. 

102 10 

0 

32 19 

0 

30 10 0 

51 10 

6 

- 


Belfast. 

1,060 5 

0 

387 19 

9 

166 10 0 

187 19 

9 

_ 


Do. (Purdyshurn 









Estate.) 

772 15 

9 

239 10 

0 

187 4 3 

113 9 

0 

98 2 

1 

Carlow. 

308 0 

5 

116 10 

7 

80 0 0 

104 7 

2 

29 18 

0 

Castlebar. 

267 2 

0 

74 16 

1 

50 0 0 

144 4 

0 

19 10 

0 

Clonmel. 

963 2 

8 

82 2 

6 

303 10 4 

242 5 

0 

G3 6 

2 

Cork. 

1,457 14 

0 

979 1 

4 

150 0 0 

280 8 10 

84 10 

0 

Downpatrick. 

405 16 

0 

788 2 10 

75 0 0 

13G 0 

4 

13 10 

0 

Ennis. 

191 11 

2 

92 7 

6 

147 13 4 

104 12 

2 

98 6 

0 

Enniscorthy. 

97 17 

5 

177 15 

G 

58 3 8 

88 4 

1 

20 3 

3 

Kilkenny. 

354 18 

0 

2(17 3 

9 

89 18 6 

195 0 

2 

40 19 

6 

Kiharney. 

G96 10 

3 

124 1 

0 

22G 3 11 

169 11 

11 

107 5 

6 

Letterkenny. 

497 15 

4 

136 1 

8 

292 4 5 

178 8 

0 

78 1 

4 

Limerick. 

771 14 

0 

309 5 

4 

404 5 0 

234 11 

7 

84 15 10 

Londonderry. 

-252 10 

0 

195 2 

G 

88 0 0 

94 2 

7 

39 4 

1 

Maryborough. 

682 3 

0 

113 1 

8 

214 10 0 

180 1 

0 

0 16 

3 

Monaghan. 

1,599 0 

0 

515 9 

8 

370 16 9 

704 13 

7 

36 12 

6 

Mullingar. 

528 10 

0 

123 0 

0 

80 4 0 

242 19 

9 

G8 8 

8 

Omagh. 

300 0 

0 

40 0 

0 

60 0 0 

143 18 

1 

21 0 

0 

Richmond. 

2,150 0 

0 

600 0 

0 

250 0 0 

617 11 

4 

77 15 

0 

Do. (Portrane Estate ) 

654 7 

0 

281 18 

4 

147 1 8 

154 7 

0 

39 12 

3 

Sligo. 

473 4 10 

149 10 

0 

80 0 0 

166 5 10 

87 10 

0 

Waterford. 

j *16,179 0 

6 

6,423 9 

4 

3,963 11 1 

4,957 18 

8 

1,192 1 

5 

Total— District ! 

Asylums. j 

Yonglial Auxiliary 

81 0 

0 

174 0 

0 

28 7 0 

136 16 

1 

18 17 

4 







Asylum. 

; 16,260 0 

6 

6,597 9 

4 

3,991 18 1 

1 

5,094 13 

9 

1,210 18 

9 

Gross Total 


Maryborough Asylum authorities -under-estimated the value of Stock on hand on 1st April, 1908, by 
value is now shown. 

D 2 
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Table XX. — Showing the Receipts and Expenditure for the 

attached to the District 


ASYLUMS. 

26. 


EXPENDITURE, 


Implements 

and 

Harness. 

27. 

Seeds and 
Plants. 

28. 

Pigs. 

29. 

Other 
Live Stock. 

30. 



£ s. d. 

& s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

Antrim, 


7 19 8 

63 15 11 

60 3 0 

372 7 1 

Armagh 


12 14 1 

30 6 9 

129 9 4 

- 

Ballinaaloe, . 


25 17 11 

77 9 5 

1,385 14 10 

21C 7 9 

Belfast 

. 

5 7 9 

5 8 0 

65 3 0 

- 

Do. (Purdysburn Estate), 

47 17 1 

100 3 7 

25 10 0 

964 10 0 

Carlow, . 


30 1 3 

22 1G 9 

141 13 8 

267 1 6 

Castlebar, 


37 11 9 

66 19 4 

107 13 0 

- 

Clonmel, 


31 4 11 

59 5 7 

81 14 6 

- 

Cork, 


43 11 7 

108 1 0 

359 G d 

177 14 11 

Downpatrick, 


70 10 4 

97 1 10 

220 5 6 

789 12 9 

Ennis, . 


28 4 0 

41 10 10 

75 15 6 

343 9 G 

Enniseorthy, 


24 8 2 

41 5 11 

320 G G 

51 0 0 

Kilkenny, 


11 12 3 

27 5 10 

110 19 4 

48 10 0 

Killarnoy, 


37 6 4 

15 7 10 

- 

1917 6 

Lctterkenny. 


78 18 0 

45 0 11 

28 7 9 

53 16 8 

Limerick, 


21 16 10 

24 It 9 

44 6 0 

107 1 8 

Londonderry, 


08 17 11 

31 5 0 

100 3 0 

187 0 9 

Maryborough, 


41) 11 1 

’ 27 13 0 

88 16 0 

- ■ 

Monaghan, . 


17 19 2 

21 8 11 

201 4 9 

189 11 0 

Mullingar, , 


69 15 4 

240 11 1 

6 0 0 

1,21313 0 

Omagh, . 


27 8 8 

35 17 11 

203 12 0 

674 3 4 

Richmond, . 


34 9 0 

1 33 19 11 

335 11 0 

38 0 0 

Do. 'Portrane Ee 

tate), 

109 14 1 

63 14 8 

265 13 1 

2,263 10 0 

Sligo, 


23 9 8 

11 4 8 

68 5 6 

77 18 4 

Waterford, . 


22 1 0 

103 1 8 

221 12 6 

7 18 C 

Total— District Asylums, 

Youglial Auxiliary Asy- 
lum. 

Gross Total, 

977 0 1 
3 19 9 

1,395 8 7 
45 18 11 

4,437 6 7 
90 10 0 

8,093 4 3 

981 5 10 

1,441 7 6 

4,527 16 7 

8,093 4 3 


NOTE- See note A 
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Year ended 31st March, 1909, in connection, with the Farms 
and Auxiliary Asylums — continued. 


expenditure. 




1 

| 


A8YLUMS. 

Fodder and 1 

Miscellaneous] 

Profit. 

Totai.. 


Stuffs. | 

| 




31. 

32. i 

33. 

34. 

35. 

£ s. d. 

& s. d. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 


858 11 1 

3 5 11 

499 19 3 

2,778 2 7 

Antrim. 

40 12 9 

26 5 G 

485 15 8 

1,213 7 10 

Armagh. 

345 7 10 

1 9 10 

982 10 11 

4,795 14 10 

Ballinasloe. 

_ 

— 

236 5 8 

529 13 11 

Belfast. 

560 2 1 

_ 

1,221 3 11 

4,722 1 2 

Do. (Purdysbnrn Estate) 

199 8 2 

86 15 0 

8G0 8 0 

3,019 5 5 

Carlow. 

18 7 8 

9 6 8 

568 16 4 

1,447 10 11 

Castlebar. 

I 40 5 2 

9 2 10 

210 19 0 

988 4 10 

Clonmel. 

149 14 8 

14 4 9 

821 13 9 

3,328 13 8 

Cork. 

j 403 4 11 

G5 G 5 

690 4 7 

5,293 0 6 

Downpatrick. 

331 S 9 

5 9 10 

230 17 1 

2,475 5 5 

Ennis. I 

21 18 8 

24 17 10 

417 12 0 

1,335 14 3 

Enniscorthy. 

39 7 2 

25 13 10 

390 13 7 

1,096 5 11 

Kilkenny. 

> 57 12 G 

0 7 0 

330 19 11 

1,349 11 0 

Killarney. 

127 13 91 

153 11 4j 

670 18 11* 

2,482 0 6* 

Lettcrkenny. 

105 9 3 

73 18 10 

291 11 5 

1,854 6 0 

Limerick. 

200 9 10 

27 10 2 

377 3 4 

2,797 2 3 

Londonderry. 

0 16 0 

11 10 0 

738 9 2 

1,676 17 11 

Maryborough. 

| 6 14 7 

2 0 G 

614 1 7 

2,243 12 5 

Monaghan. 

1 360 11 11 

40 10 8 

1,010 15 5 

6,188 9 11 

Mullingar. 

1 4G5 1 9 

14 6 2 

584 17 2 

3,054 9 11 

Omagh. 

283 1 2 

15 5 11 

327 3 7 

1,637 8 8 

Richmond. 

1,537 18 8 

183 1G 9 

729 3 9 

8,898 17 4 

Do. (Portrane Estate). 

56 13 9 

9 0 1 

647 13 5 

2,161 H 8 

Sligo. 

144 10 1 

33 16 11 

536 6 8 

2,025 18 0 

Waterford 

6,360 2 81 

837 12 9!f 

14,470 4 10J 

09,293 6 lOi 

Total— District Asylums. 

J 36 14 3 

18 11 4 

56 7 5 

690 1 1 

Yougbal Auxiliary ABy- 
lum. 

6,395 16 Hi 

856 4 1§ 

14,532 12 3* 

69,983 7 Hi 

Gross Total. 


on pageB 34 and 35. 
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Table XXI. — Showing the total amounts (exclusive of the Government 
Capitation Grant) paid by the County and Borough Councils to meet 
all Lunacy charges, including the cost of maintenance of the Patients 
in the District and Auxiliary Asylums, and the repayments in re- 
spect of Loans for Buildings, Purchase of Land, &c., durin» the 
Year ending 31st March, 1909, together with the Estimated Rate 
per £1 which such payments represent on the Rateable Property 
in each Lunacy District. 


Counties and County Boroughs 
comprised in oaoh Asylum 
District. 


Total Amount estimated 

paid (exclusive of Poundage 

Government Grant) J 11 ! 
for Lunacy Purnosus ,, toa °*° 
during tlio Yoar Property 

1008-9. to™ 


Antrim, . 
Armagh, . 
Ballinasloe, 
Belfast, 


Castlebar, 

Clonmel, 


Antrim, .... 
Armagh, .... 
Galway and Roscommon, 
Belfast County Borough, 
Carlow, .... 
Kildare, .... 
Mayo, .... 


Clonmel Tipperary, North and South 

Ridings. 

Cork (including Youghal Cork County and County- 
Auxiliary). Borough. 

Downpatrick, . . . Down, 

Ennis, Clare, 

Enniscorthy, . . . Wexford, 

Kilkenny Kilkenny, .... 

Killarney, .... Kerry, 

Letterkcnny, . . . Donegal, 

Limerick, .... Limerick Co. and Co. Borough, 

Londonderry, . . . Londonderry Co. & Uo. Borough 

Maryborough, . . . King’s and Queen’s, 


Mullingar, . 


Richmond and Portrane, 


Sligo, . 
Waterford, 


Kilkenny, 

Kerry, 

Donegal, 

Limerick Co. and Co. Borough, . 
Londonderry Co. & Uo. Borough, 
King’s and Queen’s, 
j Monaghan, . . . 

t Cavan, j 

( Longford ^ 

j Meath, I 

l Westmeath, . ... J 

j Fermanagh, 

I Tyrone ) 

Dublin Co. and Co. Borough, ) 

■ Wicklow . .... I 

. Louth, J 

! Leitrim, . .... 1 

Sligo, 

. Watorford Co. & Co. Borough, . 

Total, Ireland, 


a s. d. 1 

Pence. 

13,003 8 11 

4'3 

8,551 9 1 

47 

22,351 0 2 

6‘8 

17,003 1 2 

27 

0,805 11 3 

3’2 

9418 14 8 

7’0 

11,353 17 8 

4'0 

28,270 18 5 

5'2 

10,944 9 5 

3*2 

0,772 10 7 

5’0 

8,900 10 4 

5'5 

8,310 18 0 

5*5 

0,342 4 0 

4’9 

1(1,980 16 0 

8’5 

10,250 3 1 

4*5 

10,437 7 11 

5'8 

9.705 G 5 

4‘6 

13.583 14 0 

59 

19,177 5 4 

4'5 

9,708 8 10 

33 

07,673 13 10 

6*9 

11,984 1 10 

81 

10,139 18 2 

7*6 

331,831 10 1 

5*1 


exn2nditi2? e i« 5SS 8U T P ftid out of Local Rates during the yoar, the actual 

ni ■?}} ca !, c b ® mg 8hown in Table XVIII. The latter is partly mefbytna 
§ m ? fc Payments for Criminal Lunatics, as well as .by 
*£r'ife n S: 9? b6b . a , lf oi , Trying Patients and other Miscellaneous Receipts, the balance i oi 
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APPENDIX B. 


Table I. Showing the. Admissions, Discharges, and Deaths, &c., 

in the Central Criminal Lunatic Asylum, Dundrum, during the 
Year 1909. 


I 

Males. .Females.' 

1 ! 

Total. 

In Asylum on 31st December, 1908. 




I 

144 

24 

108 

Admitted during the year 1909, . 



• 

20 

1 

21 

Total number under treatment during year, . 

104 

25 

189 

Discharged during the year — 

M. 

F. 

T. 




Recovered, or not Insane, 

1 

1 

2 




Relieved, . • • 

10 

l 

11 




Not Improved, 






13 

Deaths during the year — 







• From Natural Causes, 

2 


2 




From Accidental Causes, . 

- 






33y Suicide, 

“ 



2 

- 

2 

Escapes during the year, . 




- 

- 

- 

Total discharges, deaths, and escapes during year 



13 

2 

15 

Remaining in Asylum on 31st December, 1909, . 



151 

23 

! 1 174 

Daily average number of patients in Asylum during 1909, 

145 

23 

1C8 
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Table III. Showing the previous Mental Ristory of the Patients 

"who were admitted into the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum during the Year 1909. 


i 

Males. | Females. 

Total. 

Re-admissions, ••••••• 

- 

1 

1 

First admission, but stated not to be the first attack of Insanity, 

1 

- 

1 

First attack, or no information on the subject, . 

m 

- 

19 

Total, . 

20 

1 

21 

Known to have actually attempted suicide or threatened to do so, 

2 

- 

2 

Regarded as being Suicidal, ..... 

- 

- 


Stated not to have attempted suicide, or no information on the 
subject, 

18 

1 

19 

Total, . 

20 

1 

21 

Affected with Epilepsy or Epileptiform Convulsions, . 

- 

- 

- 

Not so affected, . 

20 

1 

21 

Total, ... 

20 

1 

21 


Table IV. — Showing the Forms of Mental Disease in the Patients 
who were admitted during the Year 1909, and also in those 
remaining on the 31st December, 1909. 


Form of Disease. 

Admissions. 

Remaining 

on 

3 1st December, 1909 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Mania, ... 

7 

- 

7 

74 

3 

77 

Melanoholia, . 

l 

1 

2 

IS 

12 

27 

Dementia, ...••• 

0 


6 

17 

1 

18 

Monomania, ..... 

- 


- 


** 


General Paralysis, . 

1 


1 



4 

Idiocy, ..... 

1 


1 

14 

1 

15 

Puerperal Insanity, .... 

“ 



_ 

" 


Mental affections complicated with Epilepsy, . 

- 





7 

Doubtful or not Insane, .... 

4 


4 

19 

5 

24 

Total, .... 

20 

1 

21 

151 

23 

174 


Table V. — Showing the conditions under which Patients were 
discharged during the Year 1909. 


Conditions of Discharge. 

Number Discharged. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

Remitted to Prisons, ...... 


- 

“ 

Liberated or given up to care of Friends, 

2 

1 

3 

Transferred to District Asylums, . 

9 

1 

10 

Total 

11 

2 

13 
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Table VI.— -Showing the Ages of the Patients who were Admitted 
Discharged, and who Died in the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum 
during the Year 1909, and also of those remaining on 31st Decern! 
1909. ' ' 


Ages. 

Admissions. 

Discharges. 

Deaths. 

Remaining 

on 

31st December 
1908. 

Recovered 
or not 
Insane. 

Relieved. 

Not 

Improved. 


M, 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M, 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 






From 5 to 10 Years, . 






" 

- 


- 


“ 

- 





- ; 

- 

„ 10 to 15 „ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

' 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


_ 

„ 15 to 20 „ . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

„ 20 to 30 „ . 

4 ' 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

“ 

- 


1 

- 

1 

16 

3 

111 

„ 30 to 40 „ 

3 

- 

3 

- 

1 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35 

5 

40 

,i 40 to 50 ,, • 

10 

1 

11 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

48 

8 

56 

„ 50 to (50 „ 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31 

4 

3fi 

„ 60 to 70 „ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 


- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

13 

3 

16 

„ 70 to 80 „ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

7 

„ 80 to 90 „ . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

„ 90 and upwards, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


Unascertained, . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total, . 

20 

1 

21 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1 

11 


- 

• 

2 



** 

2 

151 

23 

174 


Males. Females. 

Average age at death, 47 — 


Table VII. — Showing the Educational Condition of Patients 
who wore admitted during the Year 1909, and also of those 
remaining on 31st December, 1909. 


— 

Admissions. 

Remaining 

on 

3l8t December, 1909. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Well Educated, .... 

1 

- 

1 

4 

- 

4 

Can Read and Write well, 

8 

- 

3 

13 

5 

IS 

„ indifferently, 

14 

1 

15 

86 

8 

94 

Can Read only, ..... 

- 


- 

11 

2 

13 

Cannot Reud or Write, .... 

- 

- 

- 

12 

7 

19 

Unascertained, .... 

2 

- 

2 

25 

1 

26 

Total, ..... 

20 

1 

21 

151 

23 

174 
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Table VIII. Showing the Social Condition as to Marriage of Patients 

who were Admitted, Discharged, and who Died in the Dundrum 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1909, and also of those 
remaining on 31st December, 1909. 



Admissions. 




Discharges. 



red. 

Deaths. 

Remaining 

on 

31st December, 
1909. 


Recovered 
or not 
Insane. 

Relieved. 

Not 

Improi 


M. 

r. 

T. 

RI. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Married, 

8 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 



- 


- 


48 

11 

59 

Single, . 

8 


8 

- 


- 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

51 

11 

62 

Widowed, 

0 


2 


- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 




- 

- 

- 


- 

20 

Not ascertained, 

2 


2 


" 

- 

4 

- 

4 

- 


- 


- 

- 

32 

1 

33 

Total, 

20 

1 

21 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1 

_1 

- 




2 

- 

2 

151 

23 

174 


Table IS. — Showing the Previous Occupations of Patients re- 
maining in Asylum on. 31st December, 1909. 


Occupations. 


Agriculturists, 

Clerks, 

Domestic Servants, . 

Masons, Bricklayers, and Slaters, 
Member of Religious Community, 
Mendicants, 

Pensioners and Soldiers, 

Police, 

Publican, 

Sailor, 

Shoemakers, 

Shopkeepers, 

Smiths and Workers in Motals, 
Tailors and Seamstresses, 

Teachers and Students, 
Victuallers, . 

Weavers, 

Other employments, 

No Occupation, 

Unascertained, 


Total, 


Males. 

'’emalas. 

Total. 

77 


77 

2 

_ 

2 

_ 

16 

16 

3 

- 

3 

1 

- 

1 

4 


4 

4 

- 

4 

3 

- 

3 

1 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

4 

_ 

4 

3 

_ 

3 

3 

_ 

3 

4 

1 

5 

3 

- 

3 

3 


3 

2 

- 

2 

6 

- 

6 

3 

2 

5 

24 

4 

28 

151 

23 

174 
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Table X.— Showing the causes of the Deaths in the Dund > 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum during the Year 1909 nut ' I 


Initials. 

Male. 

Female. | Age. 

Cause of Death. 

A. F., 

1 

! 

" i 29 

Phthisis. 

J. 0., 

1 

05 

Cardiac Uisease. 

Total, 

2 

- 



Table XI— Showing the Daily Average Number of Patients 
employed and unemployed during the Year 1909. 


Patients Employed. 

Patients Unemployed. 


Average Numbers. 


Average Numbers. 

IIow Employed. 



Causes. 



Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants 

20 

3 

Refusing to work, . 

29 

3 

in the wards. 





Ab Storekeepers, 

1 

- 

Unemployed because 



As garden or field 

45 

- 

of — 



labourers. 



(a.) mental con- 

8 

i 

In the kitchen, 

10 

- 

dition. 



In the laundry, 

4 

7 

(/;.) bodily con- 

13 

- 

As Shoemakers, 

4 

- 

dition. 



As Stoker, 

1 

- 




As Tailors, 

3 





At Needlework, 
Ab Upholsterers, 

I 

5 




3 

1 




Miscellaneous, 

3 





Total employed, . 

95 

16 

Total unemployed. 

50 

7 


Table XII. — Showing the Average Number of Patients attending 
Divine Service, taking Exercise daily, and attending Entertain- 
ments during the Year 1909. 



Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Attending Roman Catholic Service, 

60 

10 

70 

11 

12 

„ Protestant Episcopalian Service, 

10 

1 

„ Presbyterian Servico, 

10 


Total, . 

80 

13 

93 

Taking Exercise — Confined to Airing Courts, . 
„ In outor Airing Courts, 

60 

85 

5 

18 

65 

103 

Total, . 

145 

23 

168 

Attending Associated Entertainments, 

90 

18 

108 
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Table XIV. — Account of the Sum Expended, compared wife the 
Sum Granted by Parliament for the Dundrum Criminal Lunatic 
Asylum in the Year ended 31st March, 1909, showing a Surplus 
or Deficit upon each sub-head of the Vote. 


Service. 

Parliamen- 

tary 

Expend!* 

Expenditure compered 
with Grant. 


Grant. 

ture. 

Less than 
granted. 

More thin 
granted. 


£ a. a. 

£ s. d. 

£ 8. d. 

£ s. d. 

Salaries and Wages, 

3,924 0 0 

3,878 4 8 

45 15 4 

- 

Victualling Patients, and Rations for 





Attendants, .... 

*2,4311 0 0 

2,667 17 2 

81 2 10 

- 

Clothing for Patients and Uniform 





Clothing, .... 

614 0 0 

669 7 6 

- 

45 7 5 

Medicines and Surgical Instruments, 





&c., ..... 

46 0 0 

41 0 4 

3 13 8 

“ 

Escort and Conveyance of Patients, 

GO 0 0 

20 16 8 

33 4 4 

- 

Allowances to Patients ami GtratuiUos 
on discharge, .... 

100 0 0 

25 2 5 

74 17 7 

- 

Incidental Expenses. 

* Transferred from balance on Farm 
and Garden Account n» an 
: appropriation in aid of Grant in 

respect of Victualling Patients 
and nations for Attendants, 

110 0 0 
7,222 0 0 

200 0 0 

98 7 1 

41 12 11 


Total, .... 

7,422 0 0 

7,187 0 9 

234 19 3 

- 
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Report of tiif. Resident Physician and Governor of the Centhai 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum, Dundrum, for the Year 1909 . 


The Central Criminal Lunatic Asylum, 
Dundrum, Co. Dublin, 

15 th- January , 1910. 


Gentlemen, 

I have the honour to submit my nineteenth Annual Report, the 
usual statistical tables for the year 1909, the financial tables for the 
vear 1908-9, and the notes on the cases admitted during the year 
1909. 

The admissions were 21 in number— 20 males and 1 female, and 
were of a better type than usual. 

The discharges were 13 in number — 11 males and 2 females, and 
call for no special mention. 

The deaths were two in number, both males, and were due to 
natural causes. An inquest was held in each case. 

The average number resident was 168, as compared with 165 last 
year. 

The total number under treatment was 189. 

I am glad to be able to report for the sixteenth year in succession 
that there was no serious casualty, or suicide, and for the same 
period, with one exception, no escape. Considering the dangerous 
nature of the majority of tlie patients, this is a very remarkable 
record, and reflects credit on the whole staff. 

The general health of tlio staff and patients was very good. 

Owing to the low death rate, there is an accumulation of old and 
feeble cases, and in consequence an increased outlay on medical 
extras. 

The average cost per head was £4.1 5s. 6rf., as compared with 
£47 4s. fid . , tlic average cost for flic years 1885-89. 

Owing to swine fever, the herd of 72 pigs either died or were 
slaughtered. This will affect the profits on farm and garden for some 
years. 

The new block was occupied on August 15th, and has proved an 
inestimable gain. It consists of fifteen single rooms, with day-room, 
airing-court, and the usual offices. The patients are absolutely 
isolated from the rest of the inmates, and the moral effect on the 
disorderly can hardly be over-estimated. 

Nine beds were removed from tlie overcrowded dormitories, so 
that the net gain is only six beds. 

Despite this improvement, nearly eighty patients still pass through 
their dormitories to the lavatories, a state of affairs which, as regards 
supervision, is manifestly an undesirable arrangement. 

A fair amount of painting has been carried out, and the gas light- 
ing has been improved by the provision of incandescent lights, but 
this has been nullified by the general change in the gas lighting of 
the city. 
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Several new roads and paths were made, owing .to the new block 
being built on the main avenue, and the grounds were much altered, 
and 1 think, improved. A commencement has been made with an 
asphalte walk, which in time will run the whole circuit of the bourn 
dary wall, and afford opportunity for extended exercise for some of 

the refractory classes. . . , _ 

The estate is now overbuilt, and land is urgently required, iwo 
neighbouring estates are in the market, and I trust this opportunity, 
which may not occur again, will be utilised. I have no doubt that, 
with the ample labour at my disposal, the outlay could be recovered 
within fifteen years. . 

The existing land is thoroughly exhausted by fifty-five years ot 
continuous tilfage, and yields but a poor return for the labour ex- 
pended on it. It would be very desirable to erect cottages for 

married attendants. . . 

The religious services were carried out m a thoroughly satisfactory 

The amusements were carried out on the usual scale, and the 
library improved by a good supply of wholesome literature. 

The changes in the staff were unimportant,, and the average service 

13 The feeding case, to which I alluded in my last report, has made 
a complete recovery. The patient was fed by tube thrice daily for 
two and a half years, and his physical health is now perfect. 

The conduct of the stag has, with hardly an exception, been very 
good. The Assistant, and Consulting Physicians have rendered me 
valuable assistance in the discharge of my duties, and the Clerical 
and Stores Departments have been ably managed by Mr. J. U. 
Squires and Mr. Eugene Stewart. 

In conclusion, Gentlemen, I must thank you for your continued 
support and valued appreciation. 


I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

George Revington, M.D. 
Resident Physician and Govemor. 


The Inspectors of Lunatics, 
Dublin Castle. 
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APPENDIX C.— PRIVATE ASYLUMS AND INSTITUTIONS 
POR THE INSANE. 


Table I. — Showing the number of Patients remaining in the 
Private Asylums and Institutions for the Insane on the 31st 
December of each year from 1880 to 1909, inclusive. 
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Tible II. — Showing, in the cases of Licensed Houses, the Number 
for which Licensed, and also the Total K umber of Patients under 
Treatment in each Private Asylum and Institution for the Insane 
durinv the year 1909, together with the Number Remaining at 
the close thereof. 


Asylums and Institutions 
eur the Insane. 

Number for which 
Licensed. > 

Total Number under 
Troatinent during 
1909. 

Number Remaining 
on 3 1st December. 
1909. : 


M. 

f. 


1 

M. j 

F. j 

T. 

M. 

F. 

r. 

Armagh Retreat, Co. Armagh, . 

18 

22 


21, 

26 

47 

13 

22 

35 

Belmont Park, Coi. Kilkenny, . 

73 

- 


76 ! 

- 

75 

58 

- 

58 

Bloomfield Institution, Co. 

*_ 

- 

- 

21 j 

37 | 

58 

19 

28 

47 

Dublin. 




1 

! 





Carriglea, Dungarvan, . 

- 

50 

50 

i 

63 1 

63 

- 

47 

47 

Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

10 

10 

- 

5 

5 

- 

4 

4 

Farnham House and Maryville, 

26 

30 

56 

24 , 

30 

54 

16 

25 

41 

Co. Dublin. 










Hampstead House, Co. Dublin,. 

26 

- 

26 

23 

- 

23 

17 

- 

17 ■ 

Hartfield House, Dublin, 

40 

- 

40 

43 

- 

43 

27 

- 

27 

Highfield House, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

20 

20 

- 

15 

16 

- 

15 

15 

Lindville, Co. Cork, 

25 

35 

60 

25 

40 

65 

19 

36 

55 

House of St. John of God, Co. 

100 

- 

100 

100 

- 

100 

79 

- 

79 

Dublin. 










St. Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin, 

i »_ 

- 

- 

54 

104 

158 

38 

86 

124 

and St. Edmundsbury, Lucan. 










St. Vincent’s Institution, Fair- 

*_ 

- 

- 

- 

139 

139 

- 

119 

119 

view, Dublin. 










S t e w a r 1 1 Imbecile Depart- 

•*_ 

- 

- 

77 

55 

132 

70 

52 

122 

Iustitu- \_ ment. 
tion, Co. 1 

Dublin. J Private Asylum, . 


- 

- 

38 

50 

88 

31 

37 

68 

Verville, Clontarf, Dublin, 

- 

40 

40 

- 

50 

50 

- 

38 

38 

Woodbine Lodge, Co. Dublin, . 

- 

10 

10 

- 

5 

5 


5 

5 

Total, 



501 

620 

1,121 

387 

514 

901 


* Exempt from licensing. 
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Table III.— Showing for each o£ the Private Lunatic Agrlc^ 
Discharges, Deaths, and Escapes, durii- 


Asylums and Institutions 
for the Insane. 

Admissions. 

DlSCHAtteU. 

First 

Ltlmisaiona. 

Not First 
d missions. 

Total 

Number 

Admitted. 

llccoYorcd. R 

litYed. T 

In 

s« 

itWK 


,1 

. 

T. 

M. 

H. 

T. 

M. 

K. 

T. 

M. 

1 

F. 

T. JW. 

1 i 

F 7 . 

r. * 

Armagh Retreat, Co. Armagh, 

1 

- 

1 

4 

6 

10 

6 

6 

11 

3 

2 

5 - 

2 2 2 

1 . 

-.1 

Belmont Parle, Co. Kilkenny, 

8 

- 

8 

2 

- 

2 

10 

- 

10 

9 

- 

9 3 

-| 3 ;- 


Bloomfield Institution, Co. Dublin, 

6 

8 

14 

1 

6 

7 

7 

14 

21 

- 

4 

4 - 

i 2'-- 


Oarriglea, Dun gar van, .... 

- 

14 

14 

- 

3 

3 

- 

17 

17 

- 

4 

4 - 

sj 2 1 


Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin, .... 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 


1 "f 

1 1 

Farnham House and Maryville. Co 

7 

4 

11 

6 

5 

10 

12 

9 

21 

4 

2 

6 

- 3 !- 

2 !' 

Dublin. 














■ 

Hampstead House, Co. Dublin, 

3 

- 

3 

2 

- 

2 

6 

- 

6 

1 

- 

1 


1 

Ilartileld House, Dublin, 

7 

- 

7 

4 

- 

4 

11 

- 

11 

2 

- 

2 

- * 

- t 

Iliglifleld House, Co. Dublin, . 


1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 - 

- - 


Lindvillo.Co. Cork, . 

8 

0 

14 

2 

f 

7 

10 

11 

21 

4 

3 

7 

- 2 

i 

House of At. John of God, Oo. Dublin, 

10 

- 

10 

< 

- 

9 

19 

- 

19 


- 

8 

- 3 

S-, 5 

ftti. Patrick's Hospital, Dublin, and St.. 

13 

14 

27 

2 


0 

If 

21 

3(3 


12 

19 

3 7 

1 3 

Edmuntlsbury, Lucan. 














i 

St. Vincent’s Institution, Fair view, 

_ 

2{ 

20 



9 

- 

2fl 

29 

- 

9 

9 

3 1 3 

i a 

Dublin. 














1 

Stewart Institu-j 1 ^ 0 } 10 DB l >arl - 

13 


20 


- 

1 

14 


21 

- 

- 

- 

3 2 6 

4 «j i 

ticn, Oo. Dublin, Asylum, . 



IB 



4 


U 

17 



10 

1 6 7 

1 1 * 

Vervi lie, Olontarf, Dublin, 

- 

M 

16 

- 


1 

- 

1 

10 

- 


4 

3 3 

4 ; 

1 ■ 

Woodbine Lodge, Oo. Dublin, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 


- ” 


Total, 

8 

0 



3178 

3 

l_ 

4 

80 

11 

f 

3 25b 

4 

4 

i 89 

- \ 

!S S3 19 , 

1 1 

19 19 3S 

) 
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i ; Institutions for the Insane the Number of Admissions, 
i Year ended 31st December, 1909. 


Deaths. ; 

Prom j jjy 

> tral ! A ccidcut* 
Causes. 

T, t Total 

. Number 

Suicide. Diod 

F. j T. ' M. F. T. 

A1 . j F. T. ML 

F. T. 

- 3 - - - 

- 1 - - 3 

- 3 

5 - - - 

i- “ - 5 

- 5 

' 1 3 - - - 

| 1 

'j' - 2 

1 3 

; 3 3 - - - 


3 3 

11 2 1 - - 

- - - 1 

1 2 

I' 1 ' - 


- 1 

6- 6 - - 

- - - 6 

- G 

| 1 1 ' - - 

| i 


1 1 

6 r 5 |- - 

- - - 

- 5 

i 2 5 - - 

1 

-1- ' 

2 5 

-55-- 

j 

- 

5 5 

-1 1 1 - - 

- - - - - 

1 1 

l] - 1 - - 

- - - ~ 

- 1 

-33-- 



3 3 

27 17 44 - - 

- - - - 27 17 44 


Total 
Discharges, 
Deaths, 
and Escapes. 


Armagh Retreat, Oo. Armagh. 

j Belmont Park, Oo. Kilkenny. 

i Bloomfield Institution, Co. Dublin 

Carriglea, Dungarvan. 

Elm Lawn, Co. Dublin. 

Farnliam House and Maryville, Co. 
Dublin. 

Hampstead House, Co. Dublin. 
Hartfleld House, Dublin. 

HigMeld House, Co. Dublin. 

1 Lindvillo, Co. Cork. 

House of St. John of God, Co. Dublin 

t St. Patrick’s Hospital, Dublin, and 
St. Edmundsbury, Lucan. 

) St. Vincent’s Institution, Fair-view 
Dublin. 

3 Imbecile Depart- ) Stewart la- 
ment. > stitntion, Co. 

D Private Asylum, ) Dublin. . 

2 Vervill e, Clontarf , Dublin . 
Woodbine Lodge, Co. Dublin. 


1&4 106 220 Total. 
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Table IV. — Showing the probable Causes of Insanity in the 
Patients remaining in Private Lunatic Asylums and Institution' 
for the Insane on 31st December, 1 909. 


Gausks. 

Males. 

Females. 1 

I 

Total 





Moral Causes— 




Domestic trouble (including loss of relatives 

5 

21 

26 

and friends). 



Adverse circumstances (including business 

8 

16 

24 

anxieties and pecuniary difficulties). 



Mental anxiety and worry (not included under 

34 

17 

51 

above two heads), and overwork 




Religious excitement, .... 

11 

18 

29 

Love affairs (including seduction), 

1 

10 

11 

Friglit and nervous shock, 

4 

19 

23 

Physical Causes . — 




1 Intemperance in drink, 

02 

27 

79 

„ sexual, . 

1 

- 

i 

; Venereal disease, , 

3 

- 

3 

Self-abuse (sexual), .... 

9 

2 

11 

Over-exertion, . . \ • 

2 

1 

3 

Sunstroke, ..... 

6 

1 

7 

Accident or injury, .... 

6 

2 

8 

Pregnancy, ..... 

- 

- 


Parturition and the puerperal state, . 

- 

6 

6 

Lactation, ..... 

- 

- 

- 

Uterine and Ovarian disorders, 

- 

3 

3 

Puberty, ..... 

2 

14 

16 

Chaiige of Life, .... 


17 

17 

Fevors, .... 

6 

2 

8 

Privation and starvation, 

- 

2 

2 

Old age, ..... 

13 

13 

26 

Other bodily diseases or disorders, 

H 

9 

23 

Previous attacks, .... 

7 

12 

19 

Hereditary influences ascertained (direct and 

50 

83 

133 

collateral). 

93 

66 

149 

Congenital defect ascertained, . 


Other ascertained causes, 

7 

11 

18' 



Unknown, . 

63 

162 

205 

Total, 

387 

614 

j 901 
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TABbE V.— Showing the Forms of Mental Disorder in the Admissions, 
Recoveries, and Deaths, during the year IDO 9 ; and also in the cases 
Remaining in the Private Lunatic Asylums and Institutions for the 
Insane on the 31st December, 1909. 



— 

"" 









Baths. 

Remaining 

Form of Mental Disorder. 

Admissions. 

Recoveries. 

D 

on 

31st Dec .,1909. 





M 

X?. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

i. 

1 

1 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Congenital I 

With Epilepsy, 

2 

2 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

11 

27 

or H 

Infantile. ' 

Without Epilepsy, . 

13 

7 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

77 

46 

123 

Epileptic Insanity, 

2 

1 

3 

' 

- 

- 

4 

1 

5 

14 

9 

23 

General Paralysis of tho Insane, . 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

9 

- 

9 


Acute, . . 

21 

26 

47 

11 

22 

33 

4 

2 

6 

24 

31 

55 


Chronic, . 

7 

17 

24 

1 

1 

2 

3 

6 

9 

41 

131 

172 


Recurrent, . 

4 

15 

19 

2 

5 

7 

- 

1 

1 

16 

52 

68 

Mania • 

A Potn, 

8 

1 

9 

5 

1 

6 

- 


- 

13 

10 

23 


Puerperal, 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

2 

2 


_Senile, . 

- 

1 

1 

- 



- 

1 

1 

2 

11 

13 




Acute, 

22 

38 

60 

12 

16 

28 

2 

2 

4 

20 

53 

73 




Chronic, . 

19 

10 

29 

5 

- 

5 

3 

- 

3 

47 

56 

103 

Melancholia - 

Recurrent, 

3 

13 

16 

6 

2 

8 

- 

1 

1 

9 

25 

34 




Puerperal, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

2 

2 




k Senile, , 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

7 

11 



Primary, 

1 

4 

5 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

15 

26 

41 



Secondary, . 

7 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

63 

24 

87 

1 Dementia,' 

Senile, 

4 

4 

8 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

4 

16 

18 

34 



Organic (i.e.,fromTu- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

1 




mours, Coarse Brain 
Disease, &c.) 













Not Insane, 


1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

L 

- 

I 

“ 

IH 


Total, 

11 

14 

25 

42 

47 

89 

27 

17 

44 

__ 

1 
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Private Asylums and Institutions, 


[Aw. 0, 


Table VI. — Showing the Ages of Patients remaining in the 
Private Lunatic Asylums arid Institutions for the Insane on 
31st December, 1909. 


Ages. 

Halos. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under 15 years, 

31 

22 

53 

Over 15 to 20 years, . 

25 

18 

43 

Over 20 to 30 years, . 

33 

36 

69 

Over 30 to 40 years, . 

52 

77 

129 

Over 40 to 50 years, . 

81 

101 

182 

Over 50 to 60 years, . 

73 

100 

173 

Over 60 to 70 yoars, . 

66 

90 

156 

Over 70 to 80 years, 

19 

56 

75 

Over 80 yoars, 

7 

14 

21 

Total, . 

387 

614 

901 


Table VII. — Showing the Social Condition as to Marriage of the 
Patients remaining in the Private Lunatic Asylums ami 
Institutions for the Insano on 31st December, 1909. 


— 

Malos. 

Females. 

Total. 

Married, .... 

51 

76 

127 

Single. .... 

322 

390 

712 

Widowers and Widows,- 

14 

48 

62 

Unknown, .... 

- 



| ■ Total, 

387 

514 

, 901 
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Table VIII. Showing the previous Professions or Occupations 

of the Patients remaining in Private Lunatic Asylums and 
Institutions for the Insaue on 31st December, 1909. 


PlIBVIODS PROFESSIONS OR OCCUPATIONS. 

Males. | 

1 

Females. 

Total. 

Army, . • • ' 

8 | 

1 

8 

Navy, . 

2 


2 

Church, ■ 

52 

18 

70 

Law, . ■ • . 

10 

, ", 

10 

Medicine, . • 

10 

■ - 

10 

Students, • 

30 

9 

39 

In Trade, . • • * • 

36 

10 

46 

Farmers, • 

36 

,2 

38 

Other Occupations, * 

73 

32 

105 

No Occupation, . ■ • 

130 

443 

573 

Total 

887 

514 

1 

901 


[Appendix D. 
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W orkJtounes, 


[App. D, 


APPENDIX D. — Table showing the Number of Lunatics 


and 


Non-Epileptic. 


PliOVINOE OF 







I 

1 

i 

— 

ULSTER. 


M. 

V. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. , 



Go. Antrim. 








• 



Antrim, .... 



3 

3 






i 

Ballycastlo, . 











Ballymena,® . 

• 

42 

58 

100 






• 

Ballymoney, . 



1 

1 






, , 

Belfast, 


17 

15 

32 


1 

1 



33 

Larne, 










" ! 

Lisburn, 









. i 


Go. Armagh. 









1 


Armagh, 


G 

11 

17 

1 

1 

2 

7 

12 


Lurgan, 


14 

16 

30 


2 

2 

14 

18 

32 1 

CO. oavan. 










1 

Bailieborough, 



1 

1 





1 


Bawnboy, 











Oavan, 


2 

5 

7 

1 


1 

3 

5 


Cootehill, 


1 

3 

4 




1 

3 

4 s 

Co. Donegal. 











Bally shannon, . 


1 

1 

2 




1 

1 

2 i 

Donegal, 











Dunfanaghy, 


2 

1 

3 




2 

1 

3 

Glenties, 


2 

6 

8 




2 

6 

Hi 

Inishowen, . . , 


12 

7 

19 




12 

7 

12 

Lotterkonny, 










J 

Milford. .... 
Stranorlav, . 


' 3 

1 

4 




' 3 

' 1 

4 

co. Down. 











Banbridgo, . 



6 

6 


1 

1 


7 

7 

Downpatrick, 










• 

Kilkoel, .... 


1 

‘ 1 

2 




1 



Newry, .... 



y 

9 


1 

1 


10 

10 

Newtownards, . 


• 

l 

1 





1 


Co. Fermanagh. 











Enniskillen, . 


1 

4 

5 


1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

Irvines) own, 


2 


2 




2 



Lianaskea, . 








• 



CO. LONDONDERRY. 











Coleraine, 











Limavady.t . 


1 




1 

1 

1 

4 


Londonderry, 










• 

Magherafolt, 


0 

8 

14 




G 



CO. MONAGHAN. 











Carriokmacross, . 


1 


R 

2 

2 

1 

9 

10 

Castloblayney, 


7 

11 

18 

1 


1 

8 



Clones, 







1 




Monaghan, . 



1 

1 




• 



Co. Tyrone. 











Castledom, . 


■ 









Clogher, 











Oookstown, . 









1 

Dungannon, . 










Omagh, .... 








■ g 


Strabane, 


3 

6 

9 







Total, Ulster, . 


129 

190 

319 

i 

4 

10 

14 

133 

j 200 



Epiloptic. 


of the Act. 38 &39 Vic. chap. 67. ‘ ‘ . nn Agreement 

t The numbers in Lima vaci y Workhouse include 1 female maintained in pursuance ot a 
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Imbeciles in Union Workhouses on 31st December, 1909. 


Son-Epileptic. 


Total Number of 
Lunatics and 
Imbeciles. 


PROVINCE OF 
ULSTER. 


6 Antrim. 

2 Ballycastle. 
109 Ballymena. 

4 Ballymouey. 
62 Belfast. 

9 Larne. 

I Lisburn. 


35 Armagh. 
53 Lurgan. 


3 3 
1 3 4 
6 5 11 
G 3 9 


4 Bailieborough. 

4 Bawnboy. 

19 Cavan. 

13 Cootehill. 

CO. DONEGAL. 
4 Ballysbannon. 

1 Donegal. 

6 Dunfanaghy. 

17 Glenties. 

32 Inishowen. 

. Letterkenny. 

G Milford. 

7 Stranorlar. 


10 Banbridge. 

, Downpatrick. 

3 Kilkeel. 

18 | Newry. 

11 Newtownards. 

CO. FERMANAGH. 

12 Enniskillen. 

7 Irvinestown. 

3 Lisnaskea. 

CO. LONDONDERRY. 

4 Coleraine. 

19 Limavady. 

. Londonderry. 

20 Maglierafelt. 

Co. Monaghan. 

14 Carrickmacross. 

30 Castleblayney. 

15 Clones. 

5 Monagban. 

CO. TYRONE. 

4 Castlederg. 

, Clogher. 

2 Cookstown. 

5 Dungannon. 

1 Omagh. 

23 Strabane. 

589 Total, Ulster. 


oFIgreements with the Committees of the Antrim and Belfast District Asylums under Section I 
with, (he Londonderry District Asylum Committee under the same Act. 
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Wvrkhouseu. 


[Apr. 1). 


Table showing the Number of Lunatics and Imbeciles 


UNIONS. 

Lunatics. 

Non-Epiloptic. 

Epileptic. 

Total 

PROVINCE OF 





1 

| 





MUNSTER. 











CO. CLARE. 


M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F, 

T. 

Ballyvaghan, 



• J 








Corrofln, 







1 

1 



Ennis,* .... 


37 

31) 1 

(57 

1 

1 

2 

38 

ol* 


Ennistymon, 


5 

1(5 

21 





1G 

21 

Kflladyscrt, . 



5 

11 




6 i 



Kilrush. 


14 

IS 

32 


5 

5 

14 , 

23 


ScarifE, 


9 

12 

21 


1 

1 

9 

13 


00. CORK. 











Bandon, 


1 

3 

4 

. 



1 

3 

4 

Bantry, 



1 

1 





1 

1 

Castletown, . 


2 

1 

3 




2 

1 

3 

Clonakilhy, . 




. 







Cork, .... 


13 

GO 

79 

5 

21 

26 

18 | 

87 

105 

Dunmanway, 











Fermoy, 



0 

6 





G 

G 

Kanturk, 


2 

1(5 

18 

1 

1 

2 

3 

17 

20 

Kinaalo, 











Macroom, 



■4 

4 





4 

4 

Mallow. 


11 

17 

28 


1 

1 

11 

18 

29 

Midlecon, 











Millstreet, 



5 

5 


1 

1 


G 

G 

Mitelielstown, . 


1 

4 

5 




1 

4 

5 

Skibboreen, . 









a 


Skull. 

Youghal, 


1 

3 

’ 4 




* 1 

* 3 

‘4 

CO. KERRY. 











Oaherclvoen, . 











Dingle, 



2 






2 


Konmaro, 


1 

2 

3 




1 



Killarnoy, 











Listowol, 


3 

9 

12 




3 



Tralee, .... 


5 

14 

19 




5 

14 


Co. Limerick. 











Groom 


•1 

8 

12 




4 

8 

12 

Kilmalloek, . 


14 

Ui 

30 

l 


1 

15 

1G 


Limerick, 


15 

43 

58 

1 

3 

4 

1C 

4G 


Newcastle 


4 

8 

12 




4 



Rathkeale, . 


2 

1 

3 

• 



2 



Co. Tipperary. 











North Riding. 











Borrisokano, 










• 

Nenagh, 



11 

11 







Roscrea, 










• . 

Thurlea, 



4 

4 


1 

1 




j South Riding. 











Carrick-on-Suir, . 











Cashel, .... 


1 

2 

3 




1 



Cloghoen, 









• 


Clonmel, 


7 

8 


2 

2 

4 




Tipperary . 


8 

11 

19 

1 


1 

9 



00. WATERFORD. 











Dungarvan, . 


4 

4 

8 


1 

1 

4 

5 

9 

Kilmacthomas, . 



7 

7 




. 

1 


Lismore, 


4 

5 

9 

1 

2 

3 


no 


WaterEord, . 


1 

24 

25 


4 

4 





Total, MunBler, 


175 

390 

565 

14 

44 

58 

189 

434 

623 


• The numbers in Ennis Workhouse include 1 Mules maintained in pursuance of an A D ree 
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Workhouses, 


[App, D. 


Table showing the Number of Lunatics ancl Imbeciles in 


UNIONS. 




Lunatics. 





Non 

-Epileptic. j 

Epileptic. 

J 

Total. 


PROVINCE OF 



I 







LEINSTER. 
CO. CARLOW. 

M. 

K. 

T. 

1 

M. i 


T. 1 

M. 


T. 

i 

Carlow, .... 

5 

a 

14 

1 

3 1 
I 


6 

12 

13 

GO. DUBLIN. 










Balrotlievy 

’4(1 

G 

0 

* 8 

. 



6 



57 

07 

21 I 

29 

48 

78 


Dublin, South, 

40 

1)9 

130 

2 

5 

7 

42 

104 

UG 

Rathdown, . 









CO. KILDARE. 










Athy, 


1 

1 





1 


Celbridge 

1 


1 




1 


1 i 

Naas, 








1 

1 , 

Co. Kilkenny. 









i 

Callan, .... 

3 

2 

5 




3 

2 

fil 

Castlecomer, 


1 

1 





1 

1 

Kilkenny 


'll 







. 

Thomastown, 

4 

15 

1 


1 

5 

11 

16 

Urlingford, .... 

1 


1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

King's Co. 











1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

Edonderry, .... 

2 


2 




2 


2 

Tullamore 


8 

8 

• 





8 

CO. LONQFORD. 










Ballymahon, , . 


1 

1 





1 

1 

5 

Granard, .... 

2 

8 

fi 






Longford, .... 

2 

2 

4 




2 


4 

j 00. LOUTH. 










Ardeo, .... 








*10 

. I 
161 

Droglioda, .... 


lfi 

1(1 





Dundalk 

1 

10 

11 

1 


1 

2 



Co. MEATII. 










Dunsliaughlin, . 

Kells, .... 

' 3 

2 

3 

0 




' 3 

2 

3 

6 

Navan 

2 

3 

6 







Oldcastle, .... 

1 

1 

2 







Trim 

2 

4 

6 


1 

1 



' 

QUEEN’S Co. 










Abbey lei x, . 
Mountmelliok, . 



, 






• 

! GO. WESTMKATII. 










Athlone, .... 

Delvin, . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Mullingar, . 








1 

GO. WEXFORD. 









6 

Enniseorliliy, 

1 

4 

5 




1 

4 

Gorey, . 










Now Ross, . 
Wexford, . 


4 

‘ 4 


2 

' 2 


' 6 

6 

i Co. WIOKLO W. 










Baltinglass, . 

1 

3 

4 

1 


1 

2 



Rath drum, . 


5 

5 




. 



SliiUolagh, . . 

1 

1 

2 

| 

1 

1 




] Total, Leinster, 

114 

260 

374 

15 

39 

64 

129 

29S 

428 
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Union Workhouses, on 31st December, VM3-~eontiniied. 


i Non -Epileptic, j 


Total Number of 
Lunatics and 
Imbeciles. 


PROVINCE OF 
LEINSTER. 


16 27 43 

. 1 1 

. 1 1 


Co. Carlow. 

32 i Carlow. 


13 Bulrothery. 

13G Dublin, North. 
189 Dublin, South. 
Rathdown. 


5 i Athy. 

1 i Oelbridge. 
14 | Naas. 


14 

24 

Callan. 

2 

3 

Castlecomer. 

29 

46 

Kilkenny. 

12 

17 

Thomastown. 

2 

s! 

Urlingford. 


5 i Birr. 

S i Edenderry. 
19 1 Tullamore. 


2 Bullymahon. 
10 Granard. 

9 Longford. 


. Ai'dee. 

24 Drogheda. 
27 Dundalk. 


OO. MEATH. 
6 Dunahaughliu. 
14 Kells. 

18 Navon. 

4 OldcaBtle. 

19 Trim. 


6 Abbeyleix. 

28 Mountmelliok. 


CO. WESTMEATH. 
7 Athlone. 

13 Delvin. 

9 Mullingar. 


I CO. WEXFORD. 
29 I Enniscorthy. 

8 | Gorey. 


28 ! New ltoss. 
31 Wexford. 


CO. WICKLOW. 
21 Baltinglass. 

6 Rathdrum. 

10 Shillelagh. 


47 17 G 240 41G 


Total, Leinster. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



06 


Workhouses. 


|App. Ti 


Table showing -the Number of Lunatics and Imbecile- 


rilOVINCE 
OE CONNAUGHT 


CO. GALWAY 


Ballinasloc, 
Olifden, . 
Galway, . 
Glennamaddy 
Gort, 
Louglirea, 
Mount Bellow, 
Ough teravcl, 
Portumna, 
Tuatn, . 


Carrick-on-Shannon, 
Manorhamilton, . 
MoUill, . . . . 


Baltina, . 

Ballinrobo, 

Belinullot, 

Castlebar, 

Claremorris, 

Killala, . 

Swineford, 

Westport, 


CO. ROSCOMMON. 

Boyle, . 

Castloroa, 

Roscommon,. 

Strokestown, 


Dromoro Went, 
Sligo, . . 

Toborcurry, . 


Total, Connaught, 


ULSTER, .... 
MUNSTER, . 
LEINSTER. . 
CONNAUGHT, 

Total, Ireland, 


Non-Epiloptic. 


Epiloptie. 


Total 


120 

175 

114 

24 


19(1 

300 

2(50 

58 


310 

MS 

374 

82 

1,340 


SUMMAEI OF 




— 

— 




4 

10 

14 

133 

200 

333 

14 

44 

58 

189 

431 

a i 

15 

30 

54 

129 

299 

42S . 


5 

7 

2G 

03 

S9j 





— 

— | 

35 

08 

133 

477 

996 

1,473 j 
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in uuiou Workhouses on 31st December, 1909— continued. 


IMBECILES. 
Epileptic. | 


Total Number of 
Lunatics and 
Imbeciles. 


PROVINCE ; 

OF CONNAUGHT. 


5 Ballinasloe. 

8 Clifden. 

6 Gahvay. 

9 Glennamacltly. 

7 Gort. 

5 Loug'irea. 

11 Mount Bellew. 
14 Oughteiunl. 

3 Tortumna. 

14 Tuam. . 


Oarrick-on-Slmnnon. 
8 Manorhamilton. 

Mohill. 


18 Ballinau 
5 Ballinrobo. 

3 Belmullet. 

8 Castlebar. 

C Claremorris. 
1 Killala. 

13 Swineford. 
12 Westport. 


CO. ROSCOMMON. 

1G Boyle. 

15 Castlerea. 

1G Roscommon. 

15 Strakostown. 


I CO. SLIGO. 

Dromore West. 
Sligo. 

Tonerourry. 


164 262 Total, Connaught. 


114 

116 

230 

1 

15 

11 

26 j 

j 163 

206 

369 

31 1 

31 

02 

H3 

206 

369 

13 1 

34 

47 

73 

82 

155 

1 9 

l 9 

18 

513 

CIO 

1,123 

j 63 

1 85 

153 


256 

262 

431 

383 

416 

305 

173 

108 

1,276 

1058 


671 1,054 MONSTER. 

539 844 LEINSTER. 

154 262 I CONNAUGHT. 

1691 2.749 I TOTAL, IRELAND. 
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APPENDIX E. 


Reports on Inspections. 


DISTRICT AND AUXILIARY ASYLUMS. 


ANTRIM DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 6tli December, 1909. 

It is satisfactory to record that, on my visit to this asylum to-Jay, 
I found that the number of the patients had decreased by 26 since 
the date of the last statutory visit paid by my colleague— just a year 
ago — the males having decreased by 18, and the females by 8. 


The following Table shows the admissions, discharges, and deaths 
since then : — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On the register at last visit (1st Decemlwr, 1908), 

309 

275 

644 

Admitted since, . • 

G5 

54 

119 

Total, 

434 

329 

763 

Discharged recovered, 

29 

24 

53 

Discharged unrocovered, 

Died, ...... 

16 

38 

8 1 
30 

68 

Total. 

83 

62 

145 

On the register on the 6th December, 1901), 

351 

267 

618 

Absent on probation ; on pass ; or by escape, 
Maintained in Hallymeiiu Workhouse, under the 



32 

9th Section of the Act 38 & 39 Vie. cap. 07, 

31 

1 

Resident on the 0th December, 1909. 

320 

266 

586 


I saw all the patients — specially examining those of the admissions 
since the date of last visit who still remain in residence and 1 
also saw the cases located in Ballymena Workhouse under the pro- 
visions of the above-named Act. _ . , 

The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions during the P e ™ 
covered by the above Table was 44*6 amongst the males, and 4 
amongst the females. 

Fifteen patients were confined to bed to-day — three males being 
seriously ill ; two males and three females suffering from ™ 1 ! 10r . ' 
ments ; and two males and five females were confined to bed owing 
to the debility of old age, , 

None of these cases sillier from bed-sores, nor were any o e 
patients who died since last visit suffering from bed-sores at the use 
of death. 
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District Asylum s.. 


District Asylums.. ^9 i 

ill the deaths were from natural causes, no suicides or fatal acci- 
dentshaving occurred, and in no case was a Coroner's request deemed 

Ue ThfcIuse of death was verified by post mortem examination in 8 

0 ^?h 6 2 i C atifying to record that no casualties of any kind occurred 
unonast the natfents during the past year, and they continue to be 
treated without having recourse to either mechanical restraint 

^hheonlv zymotic disease which visited the institution was influenza, 
/which there were 12 cases on the male and 4 on the female side 
•„ the Soring, but none of the cases ended fatally. 

Twenty-seven of the patients (15 males and 12 females) suffer from 
■mllensv and 13 (8 males and 5 females) are regarded as being 

actively 'suicidal. All these eases, as well as a number of others, are 
1,-pnt, under continuous observation. . , 

Two males and one female are returned as suffering from general 

paralysis of the insane. 

The following Table shows the number of patients employed to-day, 


[1U. UJJ-Vi nuvn.a ■ " 

Numbers. 

Nature of Employment. 

Males. | 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, 

68 

05 

54 

As garden or field labourers, . 

1 

— 

As clerk, • 

3 

_ 

As storekeepers, • • 

3 

— 

As messengers, . • 

2 

— 

As stokers, • 

1 

— 

As plumber, . • • 

3 

— - ‘ 

As masons, • • ■ 

3 

— 

As carpenters, . • • 

2 

— 

As painters, . ’ 

8 

— 

As tailors, • 

As shoemakers, . • . 

4 

— . 

6 

— 

As upholsterers . • • 

4 

— 

As bakers, . • • 

26 

— 

Carrying coal, . • • 

19 

— 

In the farmyard, • 

11 

7 

In the kitchen, . 


25 

In the laundry, • * * 

2 

— 

In Officers’ quarters, • 



46 

At needlework, • 



44 

At knitting, . 



Total employed, 

231 

176 


At this season of the ^ “T ^r 5 
UWers S sho^n a^ve, is much less than the number engaged at 

“nnection, I would suggest that, 
the Committee should take steps to acquire additional land 

.w. a. 

adapted lev their purpoae. and are tell lighted and heated.^ ^ 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



70 


Reports cm. Inspections. 


[App. E. 


The religious ministrations of the patients are duly attended to 
and a high proportion of them arc able to bo present at Divine Ser- 
vice. Last Sunday 172 (114 males and 58 females) attended the 
Presbyterian Service; 111 (64 males and 47 females), the Protestant 
Episcopalian ; and 80 (46 inales and 34 females), the Roman Catholic 
Service. 

Every effort is made to interest and amuse the patients, of whom 
134 males ar.d 120 females are able to attend the weekly dance and 
concerts, etc. 

The beds and bedding arc clean and comfortable, and, at my sug- 
gestion, the Medical Superintendent intends providing an under 
blanket for every patient. 

The clothing of both sexes was good and suitable for this season of 
the year, and the general appearance of the patients reflected credit 
on the staff. 


I was present at dinner, which consisted of trailed, beef, broth, and 
potatoes. The meal was well served, and the potatoes, in particular, 
were very good, and the supply plentiful. 

The patients were extremely quiet and well behaved. 

Notwithstanding that the weather was very cold to-day, a comfort- 
able temperature was maintained throughout the wards and corridors. 

Contributions in respect of the maintenance of 33 patients (22 males 
and 11 females) are obtained from relatives, or out of their own pro- 
perty, at rates varying from £10 to £33 per annum. 

I understand that the Committee intend to appoint a Head Nurse, 
as soon as a suitable candidate for the post can bo obtained. The 
necessity for making this appointment has boon emphasised in pre- 
vious reports. 

I examined the asylum records, and found them, as usual, carefully 
written up. The manner in which the Case-books arc kept by Dr. 
Walter Smyth, the Assistant. Medical Officer, is deserving of the 
greatest praise. These records bear testimony to his zeal and ability. 

The satisfactory condition of the institution as a whole, its air of 
comfort, its immunity from accidents, and its uneventful administra- 
tion year after year, afford the highest testimony to the ability with 
which it is managed by the Committee, and Dr. Graham, the Medical 
Superintendent. 


Gtfi December, 1909. 


ARMAGH DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected ON 27 th October , 1909. 

, 0n m y visit to this asylum to-day, I found that there is only one 
patient more in residence than at the time of my colleague’s last visit 
in November. 1908 — the males having increased by two, and the 
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females having decreased by one. The following table shows the 
changes which have occurred amongst the patients during the eleven 
months which have since elapsed : — 


Males. Females. Total 


On the register at last visit (27th Nov., 1908), . 1 
Admitted since, • • • • • | 

272 
41 I 

268 

41 

540 

82 

Total, 

313 ! 

309 

622 

Discharged “ Not insane,’* 

Discharged recovered, .... 

Discharged unrecovered, 

Died, •••••• 

11 

10 

18 

2 

16 

5 

19 

2 

27 

15 

37 

Total 

39 

42 

81 

On the register ou 27tli October, 1909, 

Absent ou probation ; on pass ; or by escape, . 

274 

267 

541 

Resident on the 27tU October, 1909, 

274 

267 

541 


The overcrowding referred to in the last report still continues, and 
the Committee should, therefore, without delay, take into considera- 
tion the question of providing additional accommodation. 

The percentage of the recoveries on admissions since last visit has 
been 26'8 on the male, and 89'0 on the female side. 

The deaths which took place during the past eleven months were 
all due to natural causes — no suicide or fatal accident having occurred, 
and in no case was a Coroner’s inquest deemed necessary. 

In only one case was the cause of death verified by post mortem 
examination. 

The record of casualties shows that, since last visit, one patient 
sustained a runture of the urethra which was believed to have been 
caused by a kick given by an attendant, who was afteiwards dis 
missed. This was the only serious accident reported. 

The record of zymotic diseases has also been favourable, _ as only 
two oases appeared, viz., a case of erysipelas, and another of influenza 
— botli on the female side. . 

Seven patients were confined to bed to-day-one of 
seriously ill; one male and three females suffering from “ al1 
inents; and one female was unable to get up owing to the debility 

old age. , , , 

The records show that none of the patients at] prraent undeH ireat- 
menfc and none of those who died since last visit suffered from bed 
sores * 

Thirty-six (21 males and 15 females) are returned « W %- 
leptics, but none are regarded as actively suicidal, , 

cases of general paralysis of the insane at present m the asylum 

Mechanical restraint was not used in the trea |;“ eilt ° tient (a 
patients during the period under review, and only one patie 1 
female) was secluded, on one occasion for 2 0 
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The following Table shows the number of patients employed to-day, 
and the nature of the employment: — 


Nature of Employment. 

Numbers. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in tin; wards, • 

46 

58 

A s garden or field labourers, • • . 

99 

— 

As stokers, . • *■ • • 

3 

— 

As plumbers, .••••*• 


— 

As carpenters, 



As painter, . • • • • 


“ 

As tailor, . ... 


■ 

As shoemakers, 



As upholsterers, ... ... 



As weavers, ...••• 



In the kitchen, 

7 


In the laundry, 


27 

At needlework, 



At knitting, 



Total employed, 

189 

211 


Some parts of the buildings (including the Roman Catholic Chapel) 
have been painted since last visit ; a new bridge over the stream flow- 
ing through the grounds has been constructed; two new water closets 
have been erected; two divisional clothes stores have been fitted up; 
the steam pipes have been laid to the weaving shed; and the position 
of the feed pump for the boilers lias been altered. These works hare 
been carried out by the staff, with the assistance of some of the 

^ The laundry lias become too small lor the size of the institution, 
and should be enlarged, as not only is more room required for the 
patients employed in it, but the accommodation for drying is also 
inadequate. 

A considerable proportion of the patients can attend Divine Ser- 
vice, as the following Table, giving the numbers present at the re- 


— ! 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Roman Catholics, . . 

Protestant Episcopalians, 
Presbyterians, 

MethodistB, 

• | 

• 

130 | 
62 i 
21 
4 

107 i 
48 j 
13 
6 i 

237 

100 

34 

10 

Total, 


207 

j 174 

j 381 


One hundred and ninety-three males ancl lot remans . , 

as being present at the associated entertainments, and, m a 
the usual games, the patients are afforded opportunities of 
concerts, theatrical performances, and visits to the locals > 

The patients were, on the whole, clean and well clothed, but ^ 
of the males in the new hospital would require greater a _ ^ 

lie given to tlieir cleanliness, and the clothing of some o 
the old building was torn. , , ' 0 Q the 

There is no tailor on the stall — the repairs to the S 

male side being done by a patient. 
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All the tweed and shirting required by the patients is woven in the 
■ Titntion and the material which I examined on the looms in the 
weaving shop (in which six patients are employed) appeared to be of 

“TheAe^ing^n some of the beds should be renewed, as it has be- 

C ° Themed-covering , which I had weighed in two cases taken at 
a rn was 17 lbs in weight, which is scarcely heavy enough foi the 
^eT’umess the 'dormitories are well heated. The temperature 
iaken in various parts of the buildings to-day, was only 46 degrees 

a temperature which is too low for persons m good health 

Tnd when it is remembered that many of the insane are feeble and 
1 mutated it is evident that they must suSer greatly from the cold 
durinsTtbe winter— in fact some of them complained to me on this 
d nint g Doubtless, some members of the Committee are also 1 isitmg 
P t i oca i prison where the temperature is usually not 

6b LSL F^r Evm-y effort should be made to ensure that 
who^re afflicted in mind should not also 
be afflicted in body by a preventable cause of this nature^ 

I was glad to see extra radiators being put m No. 3 UMeVa,? 
Jm “i I w« unfavourably by U» 

s= HSSSsfd = =fSa 

The meal was good, and proper y cooked an^the^ataer t 

themselves with propriety. AH the _ • T; r di “^ on . 
but a few of the refractory women m alternative exit from 

No steps have yet been taken to P^f'^fTs pointed out in 

fc=ii 3 2 assa:; 4- «— 

sibility would be incurred. , „ on i; nuous super- 

The provision of observation dormitories for the contanu P 

vision of suicidal and epileptic Brents, » ad c j y would 
although various proposals have been un erection of a one- 

suggest that the difficulty might be met hy < ^ ^ 
story building at each side of the new P ^ not made f 0 r the 

same time, be considered whether pi present treated 

isolation of cases of tuberculous disease, who are at pie 

in association with other forms o i ‘ ^ess. written up to date. 

I examined the asylum records and found on Dr Allman, 

The Medical Registers and Case-books reflectjedffl on 
whose devotion to her duties deserves co „ a t; s f ac tory 
The general condition of the institution is satastactory. 

21th Octobei'y 1909 . 
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On my visit to this asylum to-day, I was glad to find that the 
number of the patients had decreased by 16 since the date of the last 
statutory visit paid by my colleague on the 22nd October, 1908 — the 
males having decreased by 11, and the females by 5 


The following Table shows the admissions, discharges, and deaths 
during) the interval which has since elapsed. 


— 

Males j 

Females. 

Total. 

On the register at hist visit, 22nd October, 19l 8, . 

S55 

556 

1,411 

Admitted since, ' . . 

120 

S9 

209 

Totnl, 

976 

645 

1,620 

Discharged recovered, . . 

63 

34 

9 7 

Discharged uurecovered, .. .. ... 

4 

1 

5 

Died, . . . . . . . . . . 

64 

69 

123 

Total, 

131 

94 

225 

On the register on the 17th November, 1009, 

844 

551 

1,395 

Absent on probation, 

1 

- 

1 

Absent on puss, 

-• 

- 

- 

Absent by escape, ... 

- 

- 

- 

Resident on the 17th November, 1909, 

843 

551 

l • 

j 1,394 


Of the 1,395 patients now on the asylum books, 916 (573 males 
and 343 females) are primarily chargeable to the County Gahvay, 
and 4-79 (271 males and 208 females) to the County Roscommon, and 
out of these there arc only sovou (4 males and 3 females) on behalf 
of whose maintenance contributions — ranging from £10 to 
.£28 2s. 10;/. per annum— are received from relatives, or out of 


their own property. 

The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions, during the 
period since last inspection, was 52'5 amongst the males, and 38'2 
amongst the females. 

A considerable number of patients — 49 in all — were confined to 
bed to-day — 22 (15 males and 7 females) being seriously ill; M (12 
males and 2 females) suffering from minor ailments ; 10 (9 males and 
one female) unable to get up owing to the debility of old age; and 
three men were kept in bed in consequence of being acutely excited. 

None of these cases, however, suffer from bod-sores, and in the 
eases of none of the patients who died since last visit did bed-sores 


exist at the time ol' death. 

Seventy-nine patients (42 males and 37 females) suffer from epilepsy , 
and 31 (12 males aiid 19 females) are regarded as being actively 
suicidal. 

All these cases, as woll as a number of others, are kept under 
special observation . 

There are no cases of general paralysis of the insane at presen 


under treatment. 
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The records show that 93 patients (43 males and 50 females) were 
rai-ed bv the attendants last night, but nine beds on the male side 
„1 found wet this morning — a number which points to the neces- 
sity for more careful nursing on the part of the male night staft. 

None of the deaths during the period under review call for any 
sneeial remarks, except one case in which the patient committed 
suicide by drowning in the River Suck, which flows past the asylum 

^ colleague duly investigated the circumstances of this case, 
hut. found that no one was to blame in connection with the matter, 
as there was absolutely nothing in the history of the patient to 
indicate that he had any suicidal tendencies. It was, however, 
suusested that the Committee should consider the advisability oi 
erecting an unclimable fence along that part of the river which 
abuts on the asylum estate. 

In the cases of 14 of the 123 deaths which occurred since last 
visit, the cause of death was verified by post mortem examination. 

As is usually the ease in this asylum, the record of zymotic disease 
has been heavy. During the period under review there were U 
cases of enteric fever (19 amongst the patients, and 3 amongst the 
Stag) and 4 of the cases ended fatally. Twenty-nine patients o 
each sex and two members of the male staff, were attacked by 
diarrhoea, which proved fatal in five cases. None of the ocher forms 
of zymotic disease, however, ended fatally. They were as follow 
8 cases of dysentery, 2 of erysipelas, 4 of measles, 33 (including 
amongst the staff) of tonsillitis, and 2 of influenza. 

A vreat number of these cases of infectious disease can be turned 
to the new hospital building, and their occurrence is probably due to 
the defective sewerage system, to which attention was called in the 
report made to the Committee by my colleague m May last. 

A general scheme for the sewage disposal of the entire institu- 
tion is, therefore, urgently required. 

The records show a long list of casualties since the date ot last 
visit They number 17 if all-12 being fractured bone. i, caused 
by falls-several of them as the result of being attached by fel 
patients; 1 was a wound in the gluteal region, also sustame as 
the result of a fall; one woman dislocated her left jlio uld er by 
throwing herself against, a wall; one patient fractured his fingi 
in striking another; one patient attacked another with a *mfe 
inflicting a severe wound in the abdomen; and one patient « Mamed 
a fractured rib and a number of cuts and abrasions m 
with a temporary attendant, who knocked him down and kicked li . 
The attendant in the last case was dismissed, and steps were taken 
to prosecute him, but he went to America before the case came on 

'“ft Satisfactory to note that since the date of the last visit 
neither restraint nor seclusion was used m the trea men J 

^Rvfmales effected their escape, but three of them were after- 
wards re-taken. . , . ,, i_ ii, p 

The Chaplains are very assiduous m their attentior 
spiritual welfare of the patients, 608 of whom ( Vg 

females) are able to attend the Roman Catholic Service, and 11 p 
males and 6 females) the Protestant Service. 
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Sufficient provision is made for tlie amusement of the patients, 
of whom 436 (2DC males and 180 females) take part in the 
associated entertainments. 

Since last visit, theatricals, concerts, Ac., have been got up on a 
number of occasions, and there arc ample facilities for engaging 
in the usual indoor and outdoor games. 

A ! t this season of the year there are not the same facilities for 
employing- the male patients on the farm as at other times, and, 
therefore” in the following Table, showing the numbers actually 
employed to-day at other occupations, the average summer number 
of field labourers is given. 


Table showing the number of patients employed ou 17th Novem- 
ber, 1909, and the nature of the employment. 


Natiuc of Employment 

Numbers. 

' Males | 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, ... 

36 

116 

As garden or field labourers (average number), 

337 

** 

As carpenter, 

1 


As painter, 



As tailors, ... 



As shoemakers, 

38 

- 

In the kitchen, 


In the laundry, 



In officers’ quarters. ... 



At needlework, 


18 

At knitting, 


1 

At fancy work, 

Total employed, 

4*29 

293 


Since the date of the last visit, tlm asylum staff, with the assis- 
tance of some of the patients, have made additions to the front 
gate-lodge and the farm-attendant’s cottage; erected a disiufectin 
chamber; completed the removal of partition walls so as to f rm 
large dormitories on the male side; built tlic foundations of a a™ 
weigh-bridge, and have also done some masonry work in connectio 
with the heating apparatus on the male side. 

Tlio laundry has been entirely remodelled and enlarge , 
now quite satisfactory. The walls and coiling only require to 

re-plastered in places. „ n ntract has 

A new water meter has been obtained, and 
been entered into with the Urban Council for the watei supp y 

the institution. , look s lj a bbV 

The asylum is lan old one, and many of U 0 f man y 

and cheerless, but, having regard to the poor eimu u 

of the ratepayers of tlio district which it selves, it 1 

that all expenditure should be carefully noiisidcrcf. 

On the other hand, it is false economy to "f^ien W cteuffi- 
for curative purposes without providing foi P j p as been 
ness, order, comfort, occupation and "ment are 

truly said, by a distinguished physician, in their 

not cured liy medicine out. of a bottle^ hu y ^ amemt . ie£ . 
surroundings, and by providing them with comfo are , 

Pictures, flowers, bright furniture, games, 
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ti c-pfore essential. These take the place of medicines iu dirert- 
B L morbid thoughts of the insane, and turning them mto more 
, e i o«rl ultimately, into saner channels. Di. JS.irwan 
L ' he . er “ | his and if the Committee give him the power, I feel assured 
^e diTailin evenly the "balance between the interests o 
fvLnavers on the one hand, and the reasonable requirements 
the insane poor on the other. He studies the wants of theuistitu- 
ln carefully! and is anxious to do everything he can to improve 

“ *stzrs£t “« f 

o ,nd recognising the heavy burden which the care of the insane 
oil the ratepayers, he lias succeeded m effecting many 
fl ‘Lvneuts without having recourse to the borrowing powers of 
ihey will continue to allow him a free hand, 
he 6 Mill, in process of time, greatly raise the standard of accommoda- 

tl0 TT„ has already obtained good dormitories by the removal of 

fe irrs; sttJizg ss £ 

formerly such a nuisance, as well as a cause 

"Nat dayroom is very crowded but Dr. Kirwau hop^to^emedy 

SSU of tubercuious 

"The old No. 10 Division has been divided into two, in accordance 

■» ■*- 

ployed as gardeners. imbecile children of tender 

Amongst the patients are a number of imbecim cmm ^ 

years who were committed to j^ere^e no public institutions in 
is greatly to be regretted that the children, such as 

Ireland for the training and education, of : a 
exist in England and Scotland, as 

insane has, in most cases, a pernicious e , them very good, 

I examined the provisions m store and fpund them v y g 
especially the bread baked in the asylum, which was 

' lU I h saw the patients at dinner 

potatoes, and bread. One or two of the patients P 
the potatoes, and some of them were cer am y notwith- 

The weather was very cold at the time of my ' felt 

standing this, the temperature in most parts of the buimi g 

warm. . , 4.1, e weight of the bed- 

The clothing and bedding were good, and the 

covering, in two cases taken at random, w • last 

No change has taken place in the strength of the start 
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visit. Thirty-seven of the male attendants and nineteen oi tin 
females now hold the certificate of the Medico-Psychological Asso- 
ciation for proficiency ill mental nursing. 

The female attendants were often in the past ansemic and 
dyspeptic, and the medical officers rightly attributed this to war; 
of exercise in the winter. They, therefore, introduced hockey as a 
means ot exercise, with excellent results, as the nurses take a great 
interest in the game, and have become much healthier and happier. 

It is becoming the fashion in some quarters to decry athletics, 
but there is no doubt that, when athletic exercise is taken in 
'moderation, it tends to improve the standard of health, both 
physical and mental. 

I examined the asylum records, and found them well kept by Dr. 
Mills and Ur. English, the Assistant Medical Officers, whose zeal 
in the discharge of their duties deserves every commendation. 

In order to lighten the heavy task of writing-up the records of 
each case, and to facilitate reference, I would suggest the introduc- 
tion of the new '• loose leaf ” case-books, which are now used in the 
majority of modern asylums. 

17th November, 1909. 


BELFAST DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Inspected on 5 fh nntl 7lh December, 1909. 


T finished the usual statutory inspection of this asylum to-day, and 
saw all the patients resident-- specially examining those of the admis- 
sions since the date of the last visit who still remain under treatment. 
The following Table shows the admissions, discharges, and death* 
during the interval which lias elapsed since the institution was m- 
spected by my colleague on the 3rd December, 1908. 


— 

Males. 

1 

Females, j 

Total. 

On \ lie Register at last visit (3rd December, 1908), | 
Admitted since, 

551 
133 j 

636 I 
150 | 

1,187 

283 

Total, 

081 

786 

1,470 

Discharged recovered, . • • • 1 

Discharged unrecovored, . 

Died, 

44 

21 

62 

64 ! 
24 ] 
48 

98 

45 

no 

Total, 

127 

1 120 

1 __ 

253 

On the Register on the 7th December, 1900, • 

Absent on probation, on pass, or by escape, 

Resident on the 7th December, 1909, 

t-— 

O 

” ! 



i 660 

1,217 

1 657 

j 660 

1,217 


Of the above numbers, 764 (323 males and 4' ' f em ales) are 

in the old asylum in Belfast; 395 (225 males an ma intained in 

at Purdysburn ; and 58 (9 malos and 49 fema es) rsma nce oi 

the Ballymena Workhouse, under a contract mad P 
the 9th section of the Act 38 & 39 Vic., cap. b . 
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. the a bove table shows, the total number of patients on the 
register increased by 30 during the past year— the males having 
increased by 6, and the females by 24. 

The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions during the 
interval covered 5 by the table was 331 amongst the males, and 36 

amongst the females. 

,.° in previous years, a large proportion of the admissions were 
transfers from the Belfast Workhouse— 50 males and 64 females, 
amounting to 40 per cent, of the total, having been thus transferred. 
None of the deaths resulted from accident or suicide, and in no case 
„ a Coroner’s inquest deemed necessary. As is usual in asylums 
-erring large cities, a high proportion of the deaths resulted from 
general paralysis of the insane— this disease having- been the cause m 
% of the male, and two of the female deaths. There are at present 

one female and sixteen male cases under treatment. 

The cause of death was verified by post mortem examination in li 
of the 110 cases. 

During the period under review a good many cases of influenza 
occurred— 34 males and 52 females having been attacked. There 
were also three cases of erysipelas — one on the male and. two on the 
female side — but these were the only forms of zymotic disease which 
ameared in the institution, and none of the cases proved fatal. 

Sixteen patients were confined to bed to-day— one male a,nd tour 
females being seriously ill ; seven females snSering from minor ail- 
ments; and four females being unable to get up owing to the de- 

^ Seventy-six patients (30 males and 46 females) suffer from epilepsy, 
and 25 (5 males and 20 females) are regarded as being actively 
suicidal. All these eases— as well as a number of others— are kept 
under continuous supervision. , , 

It is very satisfactory to record that the patients continue to be 
treated without having recourse to either mechanical restraint or 
seclusion; none of them suffer from, bedsores; and, during the past 
rear, there has only been one casualty, viz. :— a fractured Ferris, 
sustained by a female patient as the result of an accidental fal . 
Such immunity from accidents in an institution for the insane ox 
this size is highly creditable to the staff. 

I examined the provisions in the stores, and found them of good 

'^The^ dietary is very satisfactory, every effort being made to vary it 
as much as possible, and so rendering it appetizing to the patients. 
The food at the dinner, which I saw, was well cooked and properly 
served, and the conduct of the patients was most exemplary. 

They were neat and tidy in their personal appearance, and then 

clothing was good. . _ , A 

The beds and bedding were clean and m good order, and t 

weight of the bed-covering, in a number of cases taken at ; 

ranged from 26 to 29 pounds, which is ample— even for the cold 

The^religious ministrations of the patients are carefully attended 
to, and a considerable proportion can attend Divine Service both a 
the main asylum and at Purdysburn. Last Sunday ™ _ _ 

males and 128 females) were present at the Roman a 
vices; 244 (132 males and 112 females) at the Protestant Episco- 
palian Services; and 233 (119 males and 114 females) at the Ires- 
bytevian Services. 
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it each succeeding visit to this institution I am struck by the 
heautv of the surroundings at Purdysburn, and, as the scheme for 
rl'e complete asylum there gradually takes practical shape, the suit- 
.bihtv of the estate as a site for an asylum becomes more and more 
amarent. I can unhesitatingly say that no institution of this land 
the United Kingdom occupies a finer site, and, what is still more 
“ tifvine the Committee, ably supported by the Resident Medical 
Lnerinteudent, as might be expected from the representatives of 
-Jh an advanced and enlightened city as Belfast, have spared no 
"ins in the planning of an asylum worthy of the site. They have 
L the way in this country in introducing the Villa-Colony 
-v«tem and, notwithstanding the high standard of comfort which 
the buildings provide, they are all being erected at an extremely 
low cost. 

I cannot conceive a more perfect "mind cure’’ for those of the 
working classes who break down mentally, and whose lives are spent, 
s0 many of them in Belfast are, in large industrial institutions, 
mirsuing their daily toil in the midst of crowds of fellow-workers, 

Ld the^ ceaseless noise of machinery, than a change to the pure air 
and peaceful surroundings of Purdysburn, where the home life m 
one of the villas, with its rural setting, cannot but act beneficially 
in restoring both the mental and bodily health of the over-tired 
industrial fvorker. As the most effective means of hastening re- 
covery, therefore, the Committee, in the interest of economy if that 
were the only consideration, have acted wisely m proceeding with 
the erection of the complete asylum at Purdysburn. 

When the introduction of the villa colony system was under con- 
J3L i t was feared that its adoption would greatly increase 
the cost of administration owing to the 

buildings and the probability that a stronger staff would be re 
uhed fm the supervision of the patients, but this antapa ted 
objection has fortunately not been realised, as ex P erl “ ce -^ P 
present has shown that the cost of administration has m no w y 
increased. Indeed, owing to the careful sup^sion J^ioh ‘S^e. ^ 
cised over the expenditure m every detail, the f ' , £ reduce d 

maintenance, so far from increasing, lias een comfort 

in recent years, and, notwithstanding the ig average 

and treatment which is maintained m this ms _ , TJistrict 

cost is now considerably below the average m Irish Bistnct 

Asylums generally. , 

I examined the asylum records, and found them , a * e "rds ’reflect 
fully written up The case-books and other medical records reflect 
great 'credit 1 on the Assistant Medical Office* ^ dutie^m- 

crease, I might almost say, daily, owing t° e , J carried out 
the number of the patients, and yet they continue to be carried out 

with unabated zeal and fidelity. 

This increase, coupled with the necessarily oneious 
on the Clerk by the large building works in progress ^ “ 
markedly to the task already imposed on him. Notw thstandmg 
this, I found all the registers, &c„ in hxs charge, as usual, accura 
tely kept and fully written up to date. 

The Matron, too, is an _ officer whose zeal and efficiency it is 
scarcely possible to over-estimate. 
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The Committee are to be congratulated on possessing such able 
and efficient officers, and indeed the standard of their staff generally 
is high. 

I feel assured they will agree with me m recognising that this, 
as well as the highly satisfactory condition of the institution as a 
whole, is due to the able manner in which their efforts on behalf 
of the afflicted class committed to their charge, are seconded b: 
the Resident Medical Superintendent. 

7 th December, 1909. 


CARLOW DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


INSPECTED ON 9th SEPTEMBER, 1909. 

I made the usual statutory inspection of this Asylum to-day, anl 
saw all the patients, examining specially those who still remain of 
the admissions since the date of the last visit. An increase has taken 
place in the number of patients during the past year, there being 
now resident 12 more than at the time of the last visit. The 
following Table shows the admissions, discharges, and deaths since 
the date of the last inspection: — 


On the Register at last visit (21st. Ootjber, 11)08) 
Admitted Hince, . • • 

Total, 

Discharged recovered, 

Discharged unroooveml, 

Died, _.•••* 

Total, 

On the Register on the 9th September, 1909, 
Absent on probation ; on pass 1 or by escape, 
Resilient on the 9th September, 1909, 


Males. | 

Females. 1 

Total. 

259 

238 

497 

47 

26 

73 

MO 

264 

570 

17 

10 

27 

1 


1 

17 

16 

33 

35 

26 

61 

271 

238 

509 

271 

238 

soa 


taken place entirely on the 


As this Table shows, the increase has i.amu, i— f 

male side, the number of females being the same as at the date 

the previous visit. q , aM [ 146 

Of the 509 patients on the register, 305 (159 males ^ 
females) are chargeable to County Kildare, and ( 

92 females') to the County Carlow. ears 

Owing to the increase in the number of parents 1 fo ^ ^ 

past, the Asylum has now become considerably overorowdd 
so that beds have sometimes to be laid on the floor and there^ ^ 
even sufficient room for an attendant to pass 

PL IiT order K to provide additional sleeping accomm^ation^i^ 
become necessary to convert one of the dayiooros 
into a dormitory for male patients. 
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AU tlie dayrooms are very much overcrowded on wet Sundays. 
On the female side the overcrowding could be relieved somewhat by 
utilising the workroom as a dayroom on Sunday, but there are no 
means of effecting any relief of this kind on the male side. 

The question of providing additional accommodation should, there- 
fore now be taken into consideration by the Committee, and, at 
the same time, the enlargement of the dining hall — the necessity for 
which was referred to in a previous report — should be taken in 

The sanitary and lavatory accommodation in Divisions Nos. 3, 4, 

7 and S is inadequate, and the fittings antiquated, and there is no 
proper storeroom or boot-room attached to any of these Divisions. 

Some of the single rooms in the front of the building are damp, 
and require to be better heated. . 

A suitable mortuary is much required. The only room m which 
post mortem examinations could hitherto be made was the bathroom 
in No. 1 Division, but the institution is now so much overcrowded 
that this room can no longer be used for the purpose. In any case, 
it is needless to say, it is highly undesirable to have such examina- 
tions made in close proximity to the patients. . _ 

It would be an improvement and give more light and air it the 
windows of No. 4 Division, looking out on a yard, were lowered. 

Improvements are also required in the kitchen and laundry. The 
meat is roasted in two gas stoves, which are now much too small for 
the number of patients. One large modern roaster would be more 
satisfactory, and would prove in the end more economical. 

The washing machines in the laundry are worn out, and require 
to be renewed. If a new power washing machine were provided it 
could be driven by the existing shaft. 

In many of the district asylums there is a hakery, ill which all the 
bread required by the patients and staff is baked, on the premises. 
It is for the Committee to consider whether or not it would tend to 
economy to establish a bakery here. , , , 

The following table shows the number of patients employed to-day, 
and the natur e of tile employment „ 

Numbers. 


Nature of Employment. 


Assisting attendants in the wards, 

As garden or field labourers, . . 

As storekeeper, 

As stokers, 

As carpenters, 

As painters, 

As tailors, . . 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers, . . 

la the kitchen and dining hall, . . 

In the laundry, • • 

in officers’ quarters, 

At needlework, 

At knitting, 

At mat-making, 

At fancy-work, 

Total employed, 

~ Q 


Males. 1 

Females. 

42 

41 


82 

- 


1 

— 


3 

- 


5 

- 


5 

- 


6 

- 


6 

- 


G 

- 


13 

12 



25 


_ 

3 


- 

35 


i 

i 

20 

1 T 


| 170 

j 137 
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A hay shed lias been erected at the farm by the asylum staff with 
the assistance of sonic of the patients, and a good deal of painting 
lias been done throughout the asylum buildings. 

A considerable length of drain pipes has been laid from the farm- 
yard to the main sewer, under tlie supervision of the mechanical 
engineer. The work lias been carried out in a very creditable man- 
ner, and at a cost greatly below wliat it would have involved had the 
■work been done by contract. It would now lie very desirable to 
convert tlie farmyard privies into water-closets connected with this 
new drainage system. 

As there is so much plastering work to be done throughout the 
buildings, it might be advisable to add a plasterer to the staff. 

The work of picking liair is carried on in the Divisions, but, as it 
gives rise to so much unwholesome dust, it would be much more 
satisfactory, from a sanitary point of view, to provide an outside 
shed for the purpose. 

I saw the patients at dinner, which consisted of bacon, cabbage, 
and potatoes, and seemed to be relished by them. Their conduct 
was quiet during tlie meal. All the bacon used by the patients is 
supplied from the asylum farm, and, for some months past, a con- 
siderable portion of the butcher’s meat used lias been obtained from 
the same source — an excellent course to adopt, and one which might 
with advantage be extended. 

The percentage of recoveries on tlie admissions during the period 
since last visit lias been 36'2 amongst tlie males, and 38'5 amongst 
the females. 

None of the deaths call for any remarks, all having been due to 
ordinary causes. In two cases only was tlie cause verified by post- 
mortem examination. Tn none of the cases was a coroner’s inquest 
considered necessary. 

The only casualty recorded was a fracture of tlie right femur in the 
case of a male patient, as the result of having been thrown down by 
a fellow patient. 

The favourable record, as regards total immunity from zymotic 
disease, which this asylum has borne for years past, is still main- 
tained, and the death rate during 1908 was below tlie average for 
district asylums, being only GT) per cent, of the daily average num- 
ber resident. 

Ten patients (five of each sox) are at present confined to bed, six 
of them being seriously ill, three suffering from minor ailments and 
tlie debility of old age, and one is kept in lied owing to excitement. 

The number of patients who suffer from epilepsy is now 41 (29 
males and 12 females), and 23 (11 males and 12 females) are re 
garded as being actively suicidal. All these cases are kept under 
special observation both by day and niglit. 

None of the patients have bed-sores, and there are no cases of 
general paralysis of the insane at present in the asylum. 

During the period since last visit three females were placed m 
seclusion on 28 occasions for 109 hours in all, whilst mechanics 
restraint by means of a strait jacket was used in the treatment o 
five males for a total duration of 456 hours, and of one female lor 
eight hours 

It would be very desirable to have a properly fitted padded room 
on each side of the institution, as such rooms are essential for Jie 
treatment- of acutely excite’d patients, and obviate any necessity or 
the use of mechanical means of restraint in some cases. 
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Some of the Divisions contain as many as 92 patients, a number 
which is too large to enable the patients to receive individual tieat- 
ment and effective supervision. I think, therefore, that it would bo 
well to divide them into smaller groups. 

Some improvement might be effected in the arrangements for 
affording the female patients exercise, as their exercise ground is too 
close to the main avenue to the institution. Perhaps it might be 
possible to utilise the space at the south of the vegetable garden as 
an additional exercise ground for them. 

No attempts to escape were made since the date of the last visit. 
The religious ministration of the patients continues as heretofore. 
Last Sunday 373 (225 males and 148 females) attended the Roman 
Catholic Service, and 22 (11 of each sex) the Protestant Service. 

The women were very tidy, and their hair was in every case well 
done up, being adorned with differently coloured hows. Every 
patient’s hair is washed once a week, in addition to the weekly bath. 

The number of patients on behalf of whose maintenance contribu- 
tions are received from relatives or out of their own property has now 
increased to 40 (22 males and 18 females), the rates of payment rang- 
ing from £3 to £26 per annum. 

The vacancy in the office of Resident Medical Superintendent, 
which occurred owing to the appointment of Dr, FitzGerald as Resi- 
dent Medical Superintendent of the Cork Asylum, has at length 
been filled by the appointment of Dr. Thomas A. Greene, who was 
for many years Assistant Medical Officer in the Ennis Asylum. Pie 
seems already to have made himself acquainted with all the patients, 
and gives every promise of proving an able administrator. 

Since last inspection one female and three male attendants have 
obtained the certificate of the Medico-Psychological Association for 
proficiency in mental nursing, and there are now on the staff twelve 
males and seven females who hold that certificate. 

I examined the asylum records, and found them carefully written 
up. I would recommend the introduction of the new “ loose-leaf ” 
system for the case-books, the merits of which can be attested by Dr. 
Greene, who has had experience of its working in the Ennis Asylum. 

Dr. M'Kenna, the Assistant Medical Officer, was in charge of the 
asylum during the long interval between Dr. FitzGerald’s resign a- 
' tion and Dr. Greene’s appointment, and it is pleasing to testify to 
the careful and efficient manner in which he discharged the duties of 
Resident Medical Superintendent. I am glad to learn that, the Com- 
mittee, in recognition of his services, have granted him a substantial 
increase to his salary. 

9th September, 1909. 


CASTLEBAR DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 26th November, 1909. 

On my visit to this asylum to-day I found that the number of 
patients had increased by no less than 56 since the date of my col- 
league’s visit on the 27th August, 1908, the males having increased 

G 2 
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by 29 and tlie females by 27. _ The following table shows the admis- 
sions, discharges, and deaths since that date: — 



Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


On the register at last visit (‘27th August, 1908), 
Admitted since, 

Total, 


Discharged recovered, 
Discharged unrecovered, 
Died, 


Total, 

On the register on 26th November, 1000, 
Absent on probation, 

Absent on pass, 

Absent by escape, 

Resident on the 20tli November, 1000, 


474 

262 

730 

100 

76 

182 

580 

333 

918 

33 

31 

66 


4 

16 

30 

14 

44 

77 

49 

120 

503 

289 

792 

503 

2S9 

792 


The large increase in the numbers which this table shows is greatly 
to be regretted, especially as the majority of the ratepayers in the 
County Mayo are in poor circumstances, and the maintenance of the 
insane already imposes a heavy burden on them. 

The institution is now seriously overcrowded, and the provision of 
further accommodation is, therefore, a matter which calls urgently 


for the consideration of the Committee. c r , i , ,, 

Should the Committee be opposed to the erection of further build- 
ings for quiet and harmless cases at the asylum 6 as has been done else- 
where at a comparatively small cost, the difficulty might be met by 
the establishment of an auxiliary asylum, under the 76th section ot 
the Local Government (Ireland) Act, 1898, if a workhouse or other 
suitable building could be set free for the purpose. _ 

No time should bo lost by the Committee m facing the difficulty, 
as a serious epidemic may at any time break out m consequence o 
the overcrowding, and, in the panic resulting from such an eventu- 
ality, the Committee might be driven into incurring heavy expend - 
ture, which could have been avoided. 

As an example of the great overcrowding which prevails, ») 
mention that in one dayroom (No. 11) measuring 50 feet 9 inches by 
19 feet 9 inches, I found no less than 64 patients. 

It is difficult to account for the great disparity between the i nun- 
bers of the two sexes in this asylum, and while, as pointed out y J 
colleague in his last report, this may, to some extent be due totfc, 
fact that an insane man is generally more dangerous than 
woman, and is, therefore, more likely to be committed l as a eta 
serous lunatic, it is possible that, another explanation m > 
in the fact that a great number of the male population of Count) 
Mayo are in the habit of going to England and Scotland to tod 
employment for a considerable part of each year, an g 

stress of life there in the struggle for existence may “ 

mental breakdown in cases where there is any latent P‘ edl T 3 . to 
it. This certainly applies to the natives of Ireland who emig . 
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America, as it is found that the proportion of Irish-born immigrants 
who become insane in the United States is greatly in excess of the 
proportion of any other foreign-born immigrants. In this connection 
it may be noted that, of the 792 patients now in the asylum, no less 
than 88 (45 males and 43 females) are returned emigrants. 

The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions since the date 
of the last visit was 33 amongst the males and 40'8 amongst the 
females. 

I found 20 patients confined to bed to-day, of whom 4 males and A 
females were seriously ill, three females suffering from minor ail- 
ments ; four of each sex were unable to get up owing to tlie_ debility 
of old age ; and one male and two females were kept in bed in conse- 
quence of being acutely excited. 

One fatal accident occurred during the period under review, and 
formed the subject of a coroner’s inquest a-nd of an inquiry on oath 
held by my colleague. . 

In this case a patient who was working m the carpenter s shop 
suddenly attacked a fellow patient with a chisel, inflicting a wound 
in the abdomen, which proved fatal two days afterwards. 

The coroner’s jury returned a verdict accordingly, and expressed 
the opinion that there had been great negligence in leaving patients 
by themselves whilst using dangerous tools. 

On carefully weighing the evidence taken by my colleague at the 
inquiry into the case, we could not entirely concur in the opinion of 
the jury that a charge of great negligence in the care of the patients 
could be sustained. Considering that the patients m the workshop 
were selected with the greatest care, and their histories as recorded 
in the case-book gave absolutely no indication that any of them wer® 
homicidal or unfit to be so trusted, the fact that they were left 
without continuous supervision, in the absence of the carpenter, 
might, we held, have been reasonably attributed to an error ot 
judgment. The fatal assault was undoubtedly the result of a sudden 
impulse which could not have been foreseen, and might nave oc- 
curred even had an attendant being present in the workshop. We, 
however, in our report on the case, pointed out that the possibility 
of the occurrence of such an outbreak should never he lost sight ot 
and that provision should be made for the continuous supervision ot 

the patients at all times. , , , . 

The patient who committed the fatal assault was duly brought up 
for trial, and, being found insane on arraignment and incapable ot 
pleading, was ordered to be detained during the pleasure of the 
Lord Lieutenant. ITe was thereupon removed to the Dundrum 
Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 

Two other casualties occurred since the date of the last visit— one 
being a fracture of the tibia in the case of a female patient, as the 
result of an accidental fall, and the other a dislocation of the 
humerus in the case of a male patient, caused by throwing a stone. 

In four of the deaths since last visit a post mortem examination 

was made. . , , ■> . «• 

An outbreak of enteric fever occurred in the spring, and the mtec- 
tion was traced to the milk supplied by a contractor. live male 
patients, three members of the male staff (including le 
Assistant Medical Officer), and five members of the female staff, were 
attacked, but all recovered. One death, however resulted from this 
disease a few days after tbe date of the lasti inspection. 
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A few sporadic cases of influenza also occurred throughout the 
past year, but these were the only forms of zymotic disease which 
appeared in tlie institution. 

One of the patients suffers from a bedsore; 38 (24 males and 14 
females) are epileptic, and 15 (10 males and 5 females) are acutely 
suicidal. These two latter classes are now kept under continuous 
supervision, an observation dormitory having been established on 
each side of the institution, as suggested in previous reports. 

The records show that 31 males and 27 females were raised by the 
attendants last night, but 8 beds on the male, and 3 on the female 
side were found wet this morning, numbers which . point to the 
necessity for more careful nursing on the part of the night staff. 

Four patients were found in seclusion to-day (3 males and 1 
female), and, during the period since last inspection, 48 males and 
23 females have been placed in seclusion, the males on 433 occasions 
for a total duration of 4,134 hours, and the females on 237 occasions 
for 2,651 hours in all. 

Mechanical restraint was only used in tlie case of a male patient 
for eight hours to prevent him from injuring himself. 

The records show that one patient escaped, but was re-taken the 
following day. 

Since last visit a cinematograph entertainment and a concert have 
been provided for the amusement of the patients, in addition to die 
usual games. About 170 (90 males and 80 females) are able to 
attend tlie dances which take place weekly during the winter months. 

The Chaplains are assiduous in their attention to the religious 
ministrations of tlie patients, of whom about 281 (191 males and 90 
females) are usually present, at the Roman Catholic Services, and 8 
(4 of each sex) at tlie Protestant Services. 

The following table shows the numbers employed to-day and the 
nature of the employment i- — 

I Number?. 


Nature of Employment. 


Assisting attendants iu the wards, 
As garden or field labourers. 

As stokers, . 

As plumbers, 

As masons, . 

As plasterers, 

As slaters, . 

As carpenters, 

As painter, . . 

As tailors, . . 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers. 

In dining hall, j 
In the kitchen, 

In the laundry, 

In o ITicer s’ quarters, 

At needlework, 

At knitting, 

At miscellaneous work. 


Females. 


Total employed, 
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At this season of the year only a small number of the patients 
are employed on the farm, especially when the weather is wet, and, 
therefore, this table cannot be taken as showing the usual number of 
farm workers. As many as 190 are sometimes working in suitable 
weather, which would bring the total male workers up to about 360. 

The number of patients employed in the laundry i$ very credit- 
able to the female staff, especially the Head Nurse. 

The numbers employed at the different trades is another satisfac- 
tory feature, especially as the great majority of the patients were 
accustomed to agricultural work only, previous to their admission to 

the asylum. ... , ,, , 

A good deal of painting and distempering has been done through- 
out the wards since the date of the last visit ; the walls in many of 
the corridors and dayrooms have been cemented for some distance 
from the floor, so as to make a dado ; two new entrances have been 
constructed at the farm, some flooring has been relaid; about 200 
yards of a wall have been built at the new farm; extensive excava- 
tions have been made in connection with the new sewerage system ; 
and the female recreation ground has been levelled and remodelled, 
and a new cinder walk has been made round it. All these works 
have been carried out by the asylum staff, with the assistance of 
seme of the patients. 

Many pictures have been provided for the dayrooms, dming-nall, 
hospitals, &c., thus rendering them much more cheerful and home- 
like in appearance, especially the hospitals. 

In accordance with a suggestion made by my colleague, a, plasterer 
was employed for two months to repair the plaster where broken on 
the walls, with very satisfactory results, but this work has not been 


quite completed. ... , , 

Nearly all the floors have been re-laid within the past few years, 
and they are now polished, which is a great improvement in every 
respect, especially from a hygienic standpoint. 

It is to be hoped that, in course of time, all flagged floors through- 
out the Asylum will be abolished. , 

The grounds around the buildings have been terraced, and the 
new cinder track which has been made will be of great benefit to 
the patients, not only for ordinary exercise, but also as affording 
facilities for engaging in athletic sports. 

Much of the rough land attached to the institution has now been 
reclaimed, and made suitable for tillage. 

The various wards and corridors are heated by the low pressure 
system, and a good temperature is maintained throughout the insti- 
tution. . . ., 

Provision for escape in case of fire is made in all parts o e 
buildings, except in No. 13 Division on the female side and the 
corresponding dormitory on the male side, from neither o w jo is 
there an alternative exit. This is a matter which urgen y ca s or 

The patients were clean and tidy, and I noticed particularly that 
the finger nails of some of the females, especially those m c aige "> 
one nurse, were well attended to. „ i 

I saw the patients at dinner, which consisted of mut on to ' ai 
potatoes. The meal was well served, and seemed to ielsl f ' , 

The patients were orderly and quiet, and no doubt their good 
conduct was. to a great extent, due to the comfortable temperature 
of the dining-hall. 
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I examined the provisions in the stores, and found them gener 11 
good. ° - 

Two-thirds of the milk is “ Pasteurized,” and, having regard to 
the outbreaks of enteric fever which have occurred from time to 
time in this institution, it would be a great safeguard against in° 
fection if the entire supply were treated in this way. ° ' 

Some of the male refractory patients were excited, but this is not 
to be wondered at, having regard to the great overcrowding of the 
day room in which they arc located. 

It is satisfactory to note that the airing court ou the male side 
which was one of the few remaining in Irish District Asylums, lia^ 
been abolished, and all the patients are now allowed out for exercise 
in the grounds, thus affording them greater outdoor liberty 

The bedding was good, and tlio weight of the bed-covering, in a 
number of oases taken at random, varied from 21 to 25 lbs. on the 
male side, but only from 14 to 18 lbs. on the female side. In some 
of the latter cases the bed-clothes are scarcely heavy enough for this 
season of the year. 

Many of the old bedsteads have been improved by being converted 
into the “ Lawson -Tait ” pattern. This improvement has been 
effected at a comparatively small cost. 

More furniture is required in the visiting room, which looks rather 
bare at present. 

The general condition of the female side of the asylum continues 
to reflect credit on Miss Macaulay, the Head Nurse. 

A good many changes have taken place in the staff since the date 
of the last visit. As recommended by us in previous reports, the 
number of attendants lias been increased — four additional males 
and three females having been appointed. 

Of these, one of each sex is for night duty in the observation 
dormitories, which have been established for the continuous super- 
vision of epileptic and suicidal cases. 

It is gratifying to record that Mr. J. T. Kolly’s zeal and fidelity 
in the discharge of the responsible duties of Clerk for many years, 
have been rewarded by his promotion to the still more responsible 
post of Secretary to tlio Mayo County Council. The loss of his ser- 
vices to the asylum will be soveroly felt, as Ilia ripe experience and 
ability, added to his unfailing courtesy, made him a most valuable 
official. 

He has been succeeded by Mr. ,T. F. Higgins. 

Dr. Kirwau resigned his appointment as Assistant Medical Officer, 
on obtaining a similar appointment in a larger asylum. Although 
only a short time here, lie had already proved himself a zealous and 
efficient officer. 


He has been succeeded by Dr. Paul Blake. 

I examined the medical records, and found that some of the old 
cases have not boon written up, owing to Dr. Kirwau having beer 
incapacitated from duty, in consequence of contracting typkoio 
fever shortly before his resignation, and his successor has not yet 
been here sufficiently long to write up the arrears. All the recent 
cases have, however, been entered up to date. 

Having regard to the large amount of clerical labour involved in 
keeping these records, every facility should be afforded to the 
Assistant Medical Officer in tlio performance of this duty, and I 
would, therefore, recommend the introduction of the " loose-leaf 
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ca=e-books, which are now used in many asylums, as a great deal of 
time can be saved by their adoption. 

It is very pleasant to observe the great improvement which Dr. 
Ellison, the Resident Medical Superintendent, has effected in the 
general condition of the asylum, and I feel sure that he will 
continue to do everything in his power to keep pace with the advance 
in the methods of treating the insane. 


26th November, 1909. 


CLONMEL DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


INSPECTED ON 5th NOVEMBER, 1909. 


On my visit to this asylum to-day I found that a large increase 
has taken place in the number of the patients since the date of the 
last statutory inspection, on the 24th September, 190$, there being 
now 814 resident, as compared with 769 on the date mentioned, an 
increase of 45, viz., 22 males and 23 females. The following changes 
have taken place amongst the inmates of the institution during the 
interval between the two visits: — 


— 

j 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On the register at last visit- (24tli September, 1908), 
Admitted since, 

373 

75 

i 

396 

62 

709 

137 

Total, 

448 

438 j 

906 

Discharged recovered, 

24- 

17 ,| 

41 

Discharged unrecovered, 

1 

23 



Discharged " Nob insane,’ 

Died, . . . . • - • • - 

19 

42 

Total, 

53 

39 

92 

On the register on the 5th November, 1909, 

395 

410 

814 

Absent on probation, on pass, or by escape, 
Resident on the 5th November, 1909, . . 

395 

419 

814 


The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions during the 
period covered by the above Table was 32 on the male, and 27'4 on 

The death-rate has been, below the average, and all the deaths 
were from natural causes, no suicide or fatal accident having oc- 
curred, nor was a coroner’s inquest deemed necessary m any case. 

In none of the cases was the cause of death verified by post- 
mortem examination. 

Only two casualties occurred during the period under review, 
viz. a fracture of the femur in the case of a female patient, as 
the result of an accidental fall ; and a severe lacerated wound of the 
hand of a male patient sustained by thrusting it through a pane ot 

” Since last visit a male and a female patient and two members of 
the staff were attacked by enteric fever, with a fatal result in one ot 
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the latter cases. One male suffered from dysentery, and one 
each sex from influenza, but none of these cases ended fatally 

The numbor confined to bed to-day was 27, of whom four of each 
sex wore seriously ill, two of each sex suffering from minor ailments- 
while nine males and six fomales wore unable to get up owinr h 
the debility of old ago. None of these eases have bedsores. ° 

Tliirty-nino patients (22 males and 17 females) suffer fron 
epilepsy, and 16 (7 males and 9 fomales) are regarded as beiiw 
actively suicidal. 

All these cases, as well as a number of others, are kept under 
special observation. 

Two of the present male inmates suffer from general paralysis or 
the insane, and two of the deaths which occurred since last visit 
were due to this disease. 

Mechanical restraint has not boon used in the treatment of anv 
of the patients, and only two (both males) wore placed in seclusion- 
in one case for eight, and in the other for. three hours. 

In the interval since last inspection four males and one female 
attempted to escape, but were all re-taken in a short time. 

The religious ministrations of the patients receive due attention, 
and last Sunday 396 (178 males and 218 females) were present at 
the Roman Catholic Service, and 17 (12 males and 5 females) at the 
Protestant Service. 

About 380 (180 males and 200 females) arc able to be present at 
the associated entertainments, such as cinematograph exhibitions, 
which are occasionally provided, and the males are afforded ample 
opportunities of engaging in outdoor games. 

I saw the patients at dinner in the different buildings. The meal 
appeared to be very good, and was well served. 

The provisions, which I saw in the stores, were satisfactory. 

The following Table shows the numbers employed to-day, and the 
• nature of the employment: — 


Nature of lOinploymcul 


Assisting attendants in the ward 
As garden or field labourers, 
As storekeepers, 

As messengers, 

As stokers, . . 

As plumber, 

As mason, . . 

As carpenters, 

As painters, 

As tailors, . . 

As shoemakers, 

In the kitchen. 

In tiio laundry, 

In officers’ quarters, 

At needlework. 

At knitting, 

At fancy work, 

At quilting, 

At sowing machine, . . 

At miscellaneous work, 

Total em 


JN uniters. 


is. 


ployed, 



Males: 

Females. 


no 

58 


104 

- 


2 

- 


3 

- 


2 

- 


1 

- 


1 

- 


2 

- 


8 

- 


3 

- ■ 


1 

- 


4 

0 



12 


4 

“ 



100 



46 



9 



1 



4 


6 

9 


203 

278 
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Since the date of the last visit, the electric lighting of the insti- 
tution has been completed, and has proved very satisfactory, and an 
electric motor has been installed in the laundiy. , 

The erection of the consumptive blocks has also been completed. 

■V good deal of work has been done by the asylum staff, with the 
aid of some of the patients, including the formation of new roads, 
the erection of dwarf walls at the various detached buildings, and: 
the erection of additional bathing, lavatory, and sanitary accom- 

No steps have, however, yet been taken to provide the much- 
needed additional accommodation for the female staff, no less than 
■io of whom sleep in two rooms. . , , , . 

Exclusive of artizans, gatekeepers, kitcheumaids, laundresses, &c., 
the total number of attendants in actual charge of the patients m the 
wards is now 32 on each side, viz. : — 9 charge and 23 ordinary at- 

E The night staff consists of three males and four females. 

Seventeen of the male attendants and seven of the females nold 
the certificate granted by the Medico-Psychological Association for 
proficiency in mental nursing; and, having regard to the importance 
of rendering the attendants capable of performing tlieir duties 
efficiently I think the Committee should refuse to promote anyone 
to be a charge attendant who has not obtained this proof of efficiency . 

It is necessary once again to call attention to the unsuitability ot 
the old male 'building, especially the basement story, for the 
accommodation of the insane. This part of the institution was 
originally erected as a workhouse, and it provides none of the 
essentials which are nowadays required in the treatment of persons 

afflicted in mind or body. „ , , . . . ,,, 

The Medical Superintendent makes every effort to minimise the 
discomfort of the patients located in it by keeping them as much as 

possible in the open air. , , , , 

The Contrast between this old building and the various detached 
blocks erected in recent years on the higher ground is most marked, 
as the latter are exceedingly cheerful and bright, and, m addition 
to their healthfulness, their general air of comfort cannot but have 
a very beneficial effect on the mental condition o le pa l i 

C The clothing of the patients was tidy and good, and their bedding 
clean. I had the bed-covering weighed, m. two cases taken . 
random, and found it to be just under 22 lbs. m ean case. 

Nearly all tlie bedsteads are of modern type, but some of ant - 
quated pattern still remain in use. These are, however, gradually 
being done away with. 

The women’s hair was neatly dressed m most cases. 

The patients were quiet and orderly, with the exception ot th 
men in the old building, some of whom were noisy. ■ - 

The old fire engine shed is used as a mortuary, but it is very u 
suitable, and I would suggest that the Committee should take steps 
to erect a building specially fitted up for the purpose. , • 

Additional thermometers are required throughout the wa , 
order to have the temperature systematically recor e , 

order has yet been made by the Committee regarding the poultry 
about the grounds, which were referred to m the last report on tlie 
inspection of tlie institution. 
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The medical records are carefully kept by Dr. FitzGerald t'a- 
Assistant Medical Officer, but, in order to lighten his labour k 
writing m3 the Case-books, 1. would suggest that the new “ loose-leaf ; 
books, which arc being introduced into many asylums, should be 
obtained. The time saved by their introduction would enable tL 
Assistant Medical Officer to devote more attention to his other 
duties. 

■ The various office Registers are carefully kept by the Clerk. 

On the whole, the condition of the institution is satisfactory, and 
I noticed many improvements throughout the buildings, for which 
Dr. I-Iarvoy, the Resident Medical Superintendent, deserves averi 
credit. 


5th November, 1909. 


CORK DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Inspected on 13i // , 14 l/i, and 15 th December, 1909. 


I visited this asylum on the 13tli, 14th, and 15th instant, and 
saw all the patients resident, specially examining those of the ad- 
missions since the last statutory inspection was made, who still re- 
main under treatment. The changes amongst the asylum population 
since then are shown in the following Table: — 



Males. 

Females, j 

Total. 

On tin* register at last, visit (HH.li iSeplombor, I.D0K), 
Admitted mure, 

Total, 

.1 Hsoharged recovered, 

Discharged unrecovored, 

Died, . . . . . . • • • • 1 

Transferred to Youghnl Auxiliary, 

Total, 

On tho register on the HH.li December, 11)01), . . 
Absent on probation, 

Absent on pass. 

Absent by escape, . . 

Resident on the 13th Deoeinber, 1001), 

781 | 

‘228 1 

824 

204 j 

1,(105 

432 

1,00!) 

1,028 

2,037 

1 

1(11 

21 

50 

101 

32 

124 

25 

it? 1 

181 

372 

818 

J 

817 

1,065 

1 

817 

847 

1,664 


As this Table shows, tho males have increased during e P 
months by 37, and the females by 23, giving a total increase > 
so that the overcrowding referred to in the last report ias m0[ j a . 
more accentuated, and the question of providing further ac ™ 
tion should, therefore, engage the attention of the omm 

Of the 1,665 patients on tho register, 1,272 (634 mal® 8 **. jjj 
females) are primarily chargeable to the County oi or , 

(184 males and 209 females) to the City. ffere 

During tho interval since last visit, four attempts to escap 
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made but the patients (three males and one female) were all re- 
taken within 24 hours. One male, however, escaped on the 20th 
October last, and is still at large. ... , • 

" The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions during the 
period under review was 39’S amongst the males and 49;5 amongst 
the females— both of which are above the average for Irish District 

A ?u U 55 cases (29 males and 26 females) contributions towards the 
maintenance of the patients are obtained from relatives or out of 
*heir own property, at rates varying from £5 to £30 per annum 
The deaths since last visit were all from natural causes, no tatal 
accidents or suicides having occurred. In one case of sudden death 
from heart disease a Coroner’s inquest was held, and the jury 

returned a verdict accordingly. , 

One old patient (a female) died at the age of 95, after 54 years 

residence in tlie asylum. 

Seven of the deaths (six males and one female) resulted from 
general paralysis of the insane, and at present four males are suffer- 
ing from that disease. , 

One of the deaths in a male case was due to dysentery, an 
another to enteric fever. There were two other cases of the latter 
disease amongst the patients, and two amongst the staff— the latter 
probably contracted outside the asylum. All the cases of enteric 
fever occurred on the female side. These were the on y cases of 
zymotic disease which appeared during the interval since last mspec- 

t! °There is no doubt that the comparative immunity from enteric 
fever which the institution now enjoys is due to the energetic 
measures taken by the Resident Medical Superintendent to stamp 
out this insidious disealse, not only by exercising ® , 

vigilance over the premises, &c„ from which the milk is supplied, 
but also by having it boiled before being used m the asyhii . 

In 32 of the 124 cases, the cau'se of death was venfied y P 

mortem examination. . ,, , 

The only serious casualty during the 15 months undei rev e • 
a Colies’ fracture ill the case of a female patient, as the result 0 
accidental fall-a very creditable record for such a large ^totion. 

Forty-six patients were confined to bed on the rs d y ? 

visit — 6 males and 5 females being seriously ill, 8 males *ud 3 female 
suffering from minor ailments, and 12 of each sex were 
bed owing to the debility of old age. These patients were all col- 
lected in the hospitals— none being left in bed tlmoughout the waid ^ 
None of them are suffering from bedsores, but m the i cases of t 
of the patients who died since last visit, bedsores existed at the time 

0f One 1 hundred and seven (44 males and 63 females) suffer from 
epilepsy, and 6 males and 5 females are actively smcida.1. 1 
two classes, as well as a number of other patients (159 m all), aie 

kept under special observation. i j 

The chaplains are assiduous in their attention to the religions needs 
of the patients-a large proportion o whom are ab le to 
Divine Service. Last Sunday 1,004 (566 males and 43 -8 _ fema e ) 
were present at the Roman Catholic., and 48 (23 males and 25 femal s) 

at the Protestant Services. . ,, 

About 350 males and 280 females can take part m the associated 
entertainments, such as the weekly dances, and ample means it 
amusement and recreation are provided. 
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The dietary scale, wliicli lias been revised recently, is suitable to 
the tastes of the patients. I saw them at dinner, which consisted 
of soup, boiled beef, potatoes, and broad. Their conduct was good, 
and they seemed to enjoy tlie fare provided. 

I also examined the provisions in the stores and found them of 
good quality. 

The patients were well clothed, and their beds and bedding are 
good. The weight of the bed-covering in each case is about 20 lbs., 
which is sufficient. 

Mechanical restraint was not used in the treatment of any patient; 
since the date of the last visit, and only two (both males) were placed 
in seclusion, on four occasions for 29 hours in all, to prevent them 
from attacking other patients while passing through periods of excite- 
ment. 

The patients generally were clean and well eared for, and no com- 
plaints were made by them, other than protests against their deten- 
tion. 

I had special interviews with several, and afterwards discussed 
their cases with the Medical Officers, but no case arose in which any 
further action was necessary. 

All the patients who were physically able were out in the grounds— 
the airing yards, in which they were formerly confined, having been 
abolished. 

A large proportion of the patients wore employed, as the following 
Table, giving the numbers and the nature of the employment on the 
first day of my visit, shows : — 

| Numbers. 

Nature of Kmplovmenl. 


Assisting ultendutilH in the wards, 

As garden or field labourers. 

As clerks. 

As storekeepers. 

As messengers. 

As stokers, . , 

As plumbers. 

As masons, 

As plasterers. 

As carpenters, 

As pain tors, 

As tailors, 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers. 

As blacks m iths, 

As tinsmith, 

As swoepors, delivering coal, 

At weaving, mat, brush, and basket making, 
At picking fibre, 

In the kitchen, 

In the laundry, 

Tn officers 1 quarters. . . 

In attendants’ quarters, 

Tn workroom, . . 

In dining halls, 

At needlework, 

At knitting. 

At mat-making in workroom, 

Gleaning passages, 

Total employed, . . 


Mate. 

Fenmle3. 

135 

123 

320 

- 

3 

- 

4 

- 

40 

21 

G 

- 

3 

- 

2 

- 

2 

- 

8 

- 

8 

- 

8 

- 

10 

- 

6 

- 

o 

- 

1 

- 

12 

- 

10 

- 

20 

39 

12 

4 

4 

76 

15 

17 

8 

\ 5 


148 

24 

5 


160 


80 


6 

20 



i 

i! 

687 
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The returns of tweed and flannel woven by the patients, as well 
, t jj e impairs to baskets, wicker chairs, brushes, mats, &c. , are very 

'^number of alterations and improvements have been carried out 
=ince last visit by the asylum staff with the aid of some of the patients, 
including the re-laying of floors in places, and the provision of new 
fittings, ihc., in several of the officers’ quarters. 

The 'isolation hospital has been fitted up as a sanatorium for 
phthisical cases, with two glass verandas have been erected in con- 
nection therewith. 

Boring operations have been taken in hand, with the view of 
obtaining a water supply for the farm. 

These two latter works have been carried out by contract. 

The amount of land under tillage has been increased from 41 to 58 

^'/examined the medical records, and found them carefully kept by 
the Assistant Medical Officers, whose zeal in the discharge of their 
duties deserves commendation. 

Perhaps the Committee would consider the advisability of appoint- 
ing a Clinical Assistant for, say, six mouths each year, instead of 
a locum tenens when the Medical Officers are. on holidays, as such an 
arrangement would possess many advantages, and would not entail 
any additional expense. 

The Committee have liberally afforded the Resident Medical 
Superintendent a sufficiently strong staff of attendants, and have 
also wisely provided that all candidates must satisfy him as regards 
their physical and educational suitability for the post. 

Complaints are frequently made of emigrants from this country 
beinv sent back, on becoming insane, by the United States Govern- 
ment, and so becoming a charge on the Irish ratepayers. This 
applies particularly to Cork Asylum, which, owing to its proximity 
to Queenstown, appears to receive a considerable number of such 
returned emigrants. 

The law in the United States is that any alien who has been insane 
within five years before the date of his arrival in the States, or who 
has had several attacks of insanity at any time previous to arrival 
in the States, or becomes insane within three years after arrival, is 
liable to be returned to the country from whence he came. 

It is sometimes even alleged that persons are returned who had 
been longer than three years in the States before becoming insane. 

Undoubtedly, as the great majority of emigrants from this country 
are the strongest and healthiest of its youth, it is a great hardship 
that the country which thus receives the best blood of Ireland, 
should refuse to be burdened with those who afterwards break down 
mentally in the struggle for existence. 

16t/i December, 1909. 


YOUGHAL AUXILIARY ASYLUM. ' 

Inspected on 11th June, 1909. 

There are at present on the books of this asylum the names of 396 
patients, in the proportion of 240 men to 156 women. According to 
the estimated accommodation, the institution is now capable of con- 
taining 250 men and 160 women, so that there are at present 
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vacancies for 10 men and 4 women. Any existing vacancies on the 
female side will be at once filled, as there are three women about to 
be sent from the Youghal Workhouse. It appears that the Com- 
mittee were anxious to increase the female accommodation by talma 
some rooms from the male side, but, having regard to the small 
amount of vacant space thus obtainable, little could be gained tv 
doiim so, and no doubt tbo male vacancies will be quickly filled up. 

Since the last report was made 3G patients (28 men and 8 women) 
have been admitted ; 3 have been discharged ; and 35 (28 men and T 
womenl have died. 

The death-rate during tlio year 1908 was 9'5 per cent, of the daily 

average number resident. . . , 

The causes of death were those usually found in such an institution. 
None resulted from accident or suicide. Consumption was returned 
as the cause in 7 cases, or in 20 per cent, of the total number. 

In no case was a Coroner’s Inquest considered necessary, nor were 
any serious casualties reported since last visit. Indeed, the numbers 
of iniuries— such as black eyes— are very lew. The establishment 
has not been visited by any form of zymotic disease during the period 

Un A e t 1 the Time of the visit 7 patients were confined to bed, viz. 4 
men and 3 women, of whom four were seriously ill. 

Both men and women, having regard to their helpless and demented 
condition, were wonderfully clean and tidy, and their peisonal con- 
dition was creditable. No patient lias been mechanically restrained 
or secluded since last inspection. 

One male patient attempted to escape, but was brought back after 

24 Tlie ^ TetimTTliow that almost 75 per cent of the patients are able 
to attend to thoir religious duties, whilst 33 per cent, of the men, 
and 50 T.« cent, of the women are engaged at various niduste. 
Thirty one men work on the land ; 2 are employed as carpenteis. 

IS5S-7. - «*- 1 « » {-*? tfift 

Twenty-three women are engaged m the hum y, 

at dinner. Tljcir beha^W^ 
orderly , and the meal was sorve< w1 ^ [ 'Consisted of coffee, and 

Mitt sss 

of the week, and soup on Unco t to an U w(jelc y Brea a an d tea, 
each patient amounting to - lh ■ • "thread and tea for supper, 
or stirabout, is given fm Incakhs , d tBe women at 

Working patients get butter and extia biea , 
work in the laundry get lunch. , • t i, e s taff, and the 

No additions cm alterations have been tients The members 

proportion is still about one attendant ' - 1 to ass i s t in the care 

of the Religious Community, howovei, do mi female on 

of the patients. There are two male attendants, ana 

«i.»” '•» »■« '»“• 1““ in " 

- _ ,T ..1- 


de Mucli painting has been carried out dun “|j^® d P “J Whitewashed, 
all parts of the institution have been P a ; { ions . Shelving 
Presses have been erected in the storerooms of the divisions 
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and bins have been put in the storeroom. Many parts of the build- 
inn are still much in need of plastering, especially is this wanted in 
the provision stores, and in the sanitary annexes throughout the 
building, as rough walls in these places collect dust and dirt, which 
become sources of contagion and decay. 

As yet little has been done to improve the water supply, the 
pressure being still quite inadequate to meet the wants of such an 
institution in°case of fire, nor is there much hope of this defect being 
rectified until a separate pipe is provided for the special use of the 

a ~TliT various books are now better kept, but more frequent notes 
in recent cases should be entered in the Case-book. 


11th June, 1909. 


DOWNPATRICK DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 4th October, 1909. 

I saw all the patients resident in this asylum to-day, and inspected 
all parts of the institution. 

Since the date of the last statutory inspection, viz.:— the 2Jth 
December, 1908, the number of male patients on the register has 
increased by 12, while the females show a decrease of four, giving a 
net increase of 8 patients. , 

The following table shows the admissions, discharges, and deaths 
since the asylum was last inspected : — ________________ 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On the register at last visit (29th December, 1908) 
Admitted since, 

405 

03 

34G 

53 

751 

116 

Total, 

40S 

399 

867 

Discharged recovered, 

34 

34 

68 

Discharged unrecovererl, 
Died, 

13 

2‘2 

35 

Total, 

51 

57 

108 

On the register on the 4th October, 1909, 

417 

342 

759 

Absent on probation, 

1 



Absent on pass, 

” 



Absent by escape, 

— 



Resident on the 4th October, 1909, . . 

416 

340 

758 


The recovery rate still continues high, and is very much above the 
general average for the district asylums. During the interval since 
last visit, the percentage of recoveries on admissions has been 58 6, 
viz.: — 54 amongst the males, and 64’2 amongst the females. 
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The death rate has been low, and none of the deaths, during tte 
period under review, call for any observations, all having resulted 
from natural causes. 

In none of the cases did the Coroner deem it necessary to hold 
an inquest. 

Post mortem examinations were made in 11 of the 35 cases. 

The only cases of zymotic disease which appeared since last visit 
were two of erysipelas on the female side, a marked improvement 
on the records of former years. 

Six casualties occurred, all fractures of bones sustained as the 
result of falls, five of the injured patients being females and one a 
male. 

Ten patients are confined to bod to-day, seven (2 males and a 
females') being seriously ill, and three females suffering from minor 
ailments. 

The total number of patients returned as suffering from epilepsy 
is the same as the number at the time of the last visit, viz. : — 51 
(32 males and 19 females), but the suicidal cases show a considerable 
reduction, being now 15 (9 males and 6 females) as compared with 
27 when the institution was last inspected. Nine patients (8 males 
and 1 female) suffer from general paralysis of the insane. Two 
hundred and four (114 males and 90 females) are kept under special 
observation . 

The patients confined to bed continue to be free from bedsores. 
It is also satisfactory to note that the use of mechanical restraint 
or seclusion in the treatment of the patients is still dispensed with. 

The religious ministration continues as heretofore, save that a 
Methodist Chaplain has been appointed, so that there are now four 
Chaplains attached to the institution. The numbers who are able 
to attend Divine Service arc as follow : — 


Roman Catholics, 
Presbyterians, 

Protostan c Episcopalians, 
Methodists, . . 


Males. 

Females. 

104 

92 

05 

62 

57 

49 

4 

4 


There is no separate building provided for Divine Service at tte 
institution, an arrangement which is most unusual 
asylums. The institution is well supplied with a .very fine » 
tion Hall, which is used for religious services, but 1 1 must be borne 
in mind that religious sentiment enters largely in 
of many of the insane in this country, and Divine Worship un 
doubtcdly exercises a very soothing effect on them. T ing^> 
it is evident that it would be more beneficial to many P , 

to attend Divine Worship in a building consecrate 
for that purpose than in a hall used f°r °rdiMiy p P q{ ^ 
Committee have already done so much for matter bull 

patients that wo have hitherto hesitated to press this ^ 

feel it my duty to draw special attention to it, as ... t to 
matters which we are specifically directed by Act of 
inquire into. 
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Everv effort appears to be made to interest and amuse tlie patients, 
d the number returned as being able to attend the associated 
entertainments is 230—125 males and 105 females 
The number of patients employed varies little from the number 
recorded when the institution was last inspected. Their various 
occupations, and the numbers engaged at each to-day, are shown in 
the following table: — 


Numbers. 


Nature of Employment. 


Males. * Females. 


Austin «r attendants in the wards, 

1 

120 I 

n 

As garden or field labourers, 

2 i 

_ 

As storekeepers, 

C, 

_ 

As messengers. 

1 

__ 

As stoker, . . 

2 

- 

As masons, . . 

3 

_ 

As carpenters, 

3 

- 

As painters, 

3 

- 

As tailors, . . 

3 

_ 

As shoemakers, 

2 

_ 

As bakers, . . 

1 


As blacksmith, 

7 

- 

In the kitchen, 


21 

In the laundry, 

1 

3 

In officers’ quarters, 


fi 

in dining halls, 


8S 

At needlework, 

) 

31 

At knitting, 

| 


Total employed. 

j 259 

228 


The fabric of the institution has been kept m good * 3 
the asylum staff, with the aid of some of the patients and occasion 
outside labour. A number of small improvements have also been 
carried out, and parts of the stores have been remodelled, floored, 
plastered, ceiled, and refitted. The heating o e ^ 

completed, with beneficial results as regards the condition 

Th“°t storing and distributing the new -ate* 
have not yet been carried out, and meanwhile the seal city of water 
causes inconvenience. A contract for part o - > ■ ’ 

has been entered into, and it is expected that it will be taken 

ha iti s f °ato W expe.cted that the provision of dining accommodation or 
the staff, and the suggested alterations in Nos. , f ; n _ 

Female bivisions, which were referred to m my last report of 

spection, will be undertaken shortly. , . „ huild- 

I perceived an ” institutional ” smell in some parts f *he bmW 

ing, due to the defective ventilation, resulting wo uld 

facilities for opening the old fixed metal window sashes 1 ” 

suggest that these should be replaced by moc mnrove the 

which open freely, and every effort should be made to improve 

ventilation of the building generally. ■ j under review, 

Two patients attempted to escape during the period under revie , 

but were botli re-captured within 48 hours. ^ ^ 
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Tlic number nf patients on behalf of whose maintenance contri- 
butions are received from relatives or out of their own property fe 
4G (22 males and 24 females), the rates of payment ranging from 
£5 to £25 per annum. 

Lecturos and demonstrations continue to be given by the medical 
officers for the benefit of the attendants, 27 of whom hold the cer- 
tificate granted by the Modico-l’sycliological Association for pro- 
ficiency in mental nursing. 

I saw the patients at dinner, which consisted of bacon, white 
cabbage, and potatoes, and seemed to be much appreciated. The 
refractory classes, who dine separately, were given the same fare, 
and had the same table appointments as the general body or 
patients. 

I examined the stores and found them in good order. Every- 
thing bore evidence of the Storekeeper’s care and attention, and all 
the provisions appeared to he of good quality. 

The arrangements for stock-taking were explained to me, and 
appeared to be very satisfactory. 

I inspected the farmstead, and I was particularly struck by the 
precautions taken to ensure cleanliness in tlie milking of the cows. 
The stock and machinery appeared in excellent condition, and re- 
flected credit on the Land Steward. 

The recreation grounds in the vicinity of the hospitals and day- 
rooms have been much brightened and improved by new flower beds 
and borders, and well laid-out walks. Ample outdoor seating ac- 
commodation is now provided for the patients. 

I examined the medical records, and found them written up to 
date. The Case-books continue to be well kept by the Assistant 
Medical Officers. 

Tlie medical aspect of the institution is placed in the forefront, 
and the Resident Medical Superintendent makes every effort to 
impress on the stall that its hospital character is its leading feature, 
rightly considering that the restoration to physical health is essen- 
tial to mental recovery. My examination of the recently admitted 
cases exemplified the necessity for pursuing this method of treat- 
ment, as some of them are degenerate, and nearly all in poor 
health . 

The record of the extra diet given to the acute and physically in- 
firm cases shows a liberal issue of nourishing food as extras. 

The net average cost of maintenance was only £22 4s 8 d. per 
patient during the financial year ended the 31st March last, a rate 
which is below the. general average of all the Irish district asylums. 
It seems difficult to understand how the capitation cost can be kept 
so low in an asylum where the standard of treatment is undoubtedly 
good, but the explanation lies in the fact that the institution is, to 
a great extent, self-supporting. Gas, bread, patients’ and at- 
tendants’ clothing, boots, shoes, slippers, and mattresses are all 
made in the asylum. The full supplies of pork, milk, potatoes, aud 
other vegetables, as well as a considerable proportion of the beef 
required, are produced on the asylum farm. In addition, the exer- 
cise of strict supervision over the issue of supplies, and the preven- 
tion of all waste, enable the requirements of the patients to be met 
liberally, and at the same time economically. 

The general condition of the institution continues to reflect the 
greatest credit on its administration by the Committee and the Resi- 
dent Medical Superintendent. 

4th October, 1909. 
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ENNIS DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 11th September, 1909, and 3rd February, 1910. 

I paid tlie usual statutory visit to this asylum on the 11th Sep- 
tember last, and completed my inspection to-day. I saw all _ the 
patients resident on the first date, and on both occasions I examined 
speciallv those of the admissions, since the date of the previous 
statutory visit, who remained under treatment. The following table 
shows the admissions, discharges, and deaths between the date of my 
statutory visit in 1908 and the 11th September last: — 


1 

) 

Males. 

: 

Females. ! 

Total. 

On the register on the 6th November, 1908, . . 
Admitted since, 

Total, 

Discharged recovered, 

Discharged unrecovcred, 

Died, 

Total, 

On the register on the 11th September, 1909, . . 
Absent on probation, on pass, or by escape, 
Maintained in Ennis Workhouse, under the pro- 
visions of section 9 of the Act 38 & 39 Vie., 
cap. 67. 

Resident on the Util September, 1909, 

242 

42 

1 

198 

29 

440 

71 

284 

227 

511 

21 

2 

6 

x i 

10 

33 

3 

16 

29 

23 

52 

255 

4 

204 

459 

4 

251 

204 

455 


As this table shows, the number of patients had increased by 19, 
viz.: — 13 males and 6 females. , 

The overcrowding, therefore, so often referred to m past reports, 
is greater than ever, and I need not again dwell on the great want 
of proper dayroom accommodation. 

As one method of relieving the dangerous congestion somewhat, 

I would suggest that if a new observation dormitory were built at 
each side of the asylum, the rooms at present used as observation 
dormitories could be converted into day rooms. This would not entail 
any great expense, as the Medical Superintendent, with whom I 
discussed the matter, can explain to the Committee. 

Further accommodation could also be provided by the removal of 
dividing walls in places, and thus converting small rooms and cor- 
ridors into large apartments, but, at present, there is no place to 
which the patients could be removed while such alterations were 
being carried out. 

The enlargement of the dining-hall is also absolutely necessary. 
This work could be carried out by extending the hall into the 
Assistant Medical Officer's garden, a course which would necessitate 
giving him rooms elsewhere. 

In this connection, I may point out that, if the large administra- 
tive block which occupies the centre of the asylum could be given 
up for the accommodation of patients and attendants, a good deal of 


rinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



104 


Reports on Inspections. 


[Ai>p. E 


additional room would at once become available. This, however, 
would entail the erection of a separate residence for the Medical 
Superintendent, with a Boardroom and Clerk’s Office attached. 

The provision of better accommodation for the attendants is of 
great importance, and would tend to induce them to remain in the 
asylum service, as it is hopeless to expect them to remain when they 
can obtain much better wages elsewhere, unless they are afforded 
comfortable quarters. 

I think also that the Committee should hold out some inducement 
to the attendants to qualify themselves for the certificate of the 
Medico-Psychological Association for proficiency in mental nursing, 
by granting them the special allowance of £2 per annum which is 
given in other asylums to all the attendants who possess this proof 
of their fitness for the discharge of their duties. 

The additions and alterations which I have outlined above, and 
which are so urgently needed, will be necessary, even if the auxiliary 
asylum at Tulla were completed and occupied, so that there is no 
reason why they should be delayed, pending the carrying out of that 
scheme. 

The plaas for the conversion of Tulla Workhouse into an auxiliary 
asylum are in course of preparation, and it is to be hoped that no 
unnecessary delay will take place in filially settling them, having 
regard to "the urgent need of accommodation for the insane of the 

county. . 

It must be borne in mind that the use of the temporary dormi- 
tories, provided by the conversion of the sheds in the airing courts 
to the purpose, was only sanctioned for five years from the 27th 
April, 1905, and that time is now almost expired. It might be 
possible to have the time extended in the case of portion of these 
buildings, but. the continued use of the lean-to part as accommoda- 
tion for patients could not he recommended. 

A great drawback in the treatment of the patients under present 
circumstances is that the new admissions are necessarily treated m 
association with the refractory and troublesome classes, which can- 
not but injuriously affect the prospects of recovery in the cases of the 
former. As one result., the Head Attendant’s and Head Nurses 
Evening Report Books show that minor casualties amongst the 
patients — such as cuts and black eyes — arc numerous.. . 

None of the deaths shown in the table at the beginning of thu 
report call for any special remarks, all having resulted from natural 
causes. In only one case was the cause verified by post mortem 
examination, and in no case was a coroner’s inquest deemed neces- 

Tlie only zymotic diseases wliieli appeared were erysipelas and 
influenza— one case of the former having occurred and one of the 
latter — both 011 the female side. There was also a case of influenza 
amongst the staff. . . 

On the first day of my visit, 11 patients (8 males and 3 females) 
were confined to bed, five of whom were seriously ill ; three suffering 
from minor ailments; one from the debility of old age; and wo 
were kept in bed owing to their excited condition. 

Thirteen males and 12 females were returned as suffering from 
epilepsy, and 15 males and 12 females were regarded as being 
actively suicidal. These two classes are kept under special observa 
tion. 
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The observation dormitory on the male side lias now been com- 
pleted, and provides accommodation for 18 patients, with single 

rooms ’for 14 opening off it. 

The sick and debilitated patients continue to be carefully nursed, 
and none of them are suffering from bedsores. 

Only two serious casualties were recorded in the period under 
review, viz. : — An incomplete fracture of the sternum in the case of 
a male patient, the result of being kicked by a fellow patient, and 
in the other case the patient, also a male, bit off the end of his 
tongue and bruised liis right hand severely during an attack of 
acute excitement. . 

Mechanical restraint has not been used m the treatment of any 
patient- since the date of the last report, and the records show that 
seclusion was resorted to in tlie cases of two females and one male 

o„] v . i u the former for 14 hours’ duration in all, and in the latter 

for" a total period of 130 hours. 

One patient escaped, but was re-taken and brought back to the 
asylum within two days. 

The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions during the 
period covered by the table at the beginning of this report was 50 
amongst the males and 41’4 amongst the females. 

No change has taken place in the religious ministration of the 
patients, of whom about 257 (130 males and 127 females) are able to 
attend the Roman Catholic Services, and five females still attend 
the Protestant Services. 

In addition to the ordinary means of amusement and recreation, 
in the way of indoor and outdoor games, music, etc., two cinemato- 
graph exhibitions and a concert were given during tlie period under 
review, and a number of the patients were taken on the annual 
excursion to the seaside. 

The following table shows the number of patients employed on 
the first day of my visit, and the nature of the employment: — 


Numbers. 


Nature 'of Employment. 


Males, j Females. 


Assisting attendants in the wards, 

As garden or field labourers, . . 

As storekeeper, . . 

As stokers, 

As plasterer, 

As carpenter, 

As painter, 

As tailors, 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers, 

As baker, 

Iu the kitchen and refectory, . . 

In the laundry, 
hi officers’ quarters, 

At needlework, 

At knitting, . . . . 

At fancy work. 

At miscellaneous work, 

Total employed. 


40 

31 

72 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

4 

- 

3 


3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

12 

_ 

37 

2 

3 

_ 

35 

- 

03 

! 

4 

60 

1 

199 

186 
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A good deal of painting and papering lias been done by the 
asylum staff, with the assistance of some of the patients. They also 
erected a new concrete water tank, 26 feet square and 12 feet deep, 
and a concrete cattle trough, and laid 800 feet of piping in connec- 
tion with the latter. 


Additional machinery is much required in the laundry, as the 
present appliances are inadequate for the size of the institution. 

I saw the patients out in the open air, where, as a rule, the insane 
are quiet, whereas they are invariably turbulent and restless when 
crowded together in wards where they have not sufficient room. 

Their 'clothing was fairly good. 


I also saw them at dinner. They were quiet during the meal, but, 
in consequence of the small size of the dining hall, they have to take 
their food in batches, so that meals are being served practically all 
day. 

I examined the provisions in store, and found them satisfactory. 
The milk as is usually the case in this asylum, yielded a large pro- 
portion of cream (16 degrees), and the bread and meat were of 
good quality. 

The female side of the asylum was very clean and tidy, and its 
condition reflected credit on Miss Burns, the Head Nurse. 


Dr. T. A. Greene, who served for many years with Zeal and 
fidelity as Assistant Medical Officer, resigned in April last, on being 
appointed Resident Medical Superintendent of the Carlow Asylum, 
and has been succeeded by Dr. John P. Cahir, whose efficiency and 
keen sense of duty impressed me most favourably. 


I found the Caso-books carefully kept by him, and I was glad to 
observe that tho now system of “ looso-lcaf ” books has been intro- 
duced here, as, by the adoption of this system the labour mvolved 
in keeping these records and tracing the histories of the vanous 
casos is greatly lessoned. 

The Resident Medical Superintendent continues to discharge his 
onerous duties with care and discretion, and, so far as our observa- 
tion extends, to the entire satisfaction of the several authontie 
with whom lie is brought into official relations. 


3rd February, 1910. 


ENNI SCOUT II Y DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 1st November, 1909. 

On my visit to this asylum to-day I found 537 patients ; «siden^- 
being an increase of 16 since the date of my colleagu t p e 

18th November, 1908— the males having increased by 
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■ Ip- bv 6. The following table shows the changes m the asylum 
population since the date mentioned : — 


— _ 1 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On the resister at last visit (18th November, 1908), 
Admitted since, 

Total, 

256 

49 

265 

44 

521 

93 

305 

309 

614 

Discharged recovered, 
Discharged unrecovered, 

Died, 

Escaped, 

Total. 

14 

5 

19 

1 

15 

5 

18 

29 

10 

37 

1 

39 

38 

77 

On the register on 1st November, 1909, • . 

Absent on probation, on pass, or by escape, . . 

Resident on the 1st November, 1909, . . 

266 

271 

537 

266 

271 

537 


period covered by this table was 31 2, ■ , ° 

and 34-1 amongst the females. 

None of the deaths in the institution call for any J^oro net’s 
having been due to natural cau«s-and - - case w« . * ^ 

inquest deemed necessary. 0lie P a “ e f . “ ^ home tw0 days 

ffttTid ^body was* found in Waterford 

investigated this case, and found nothing calling for mifavour- 
able comment as regards the discharge of t le pa re , ■ cons idera- 
officers gave all the circumstances of the case their care f d 

tion, and acted to the best of their judgment m permitting ins dis 

charge f-rom the institution. . i _ »:„ pe th e 

In 12 of the 37 deaths which occurred m 
date of the last inspection, the cause was verified by P^moiten 
examination. This high proportion testifies to .the zeal ot 
medical staff in the furtherance of pathological reseaich. 

The only zymotic disease which appeared in the iMbtata was 
influenza, of which, however, there were 12 cases on the : male and 
5 on the female side-three of the male cases terminating fatally. 

Five serious casualties occurred, viz., a dislocation of : the clavicle 
and a severe scalp wound, both the resul o P Q f 

knocked down by fellow-patients; a fracture ri , cutmosed *o * 

could not be definitely ascertained; a fractured clavicle ^ 

have been caused by a fall out of bed; and e ° attacked ^bv 

of an eye, due to the patient having been suddenly attacked by 
another patient, who thrust his thumb or knuckles into the eye^ . 

The number of patients confined to bed is high—there emg 
to-day 21, of whom 6 males and 1 female are seriously 
sex suffering from minor ailments, and 3 males 
unable to get up owing to the debility of old age. 
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One of these patients suffers from a bedsore, which existed when 
slie was admitted recently, but it is healing up under the treatment 
she is receiving licre. 

Thirteen males and 16 females suffer from epilepsy, and 4 mate 
and 6 females are regarded as being actively suicidal. 

Thirty-two (14 males and 18 females) of those two classes are kept 
under special observation. 

None of the patients at present suffer from general paralysis of 
the insane, but one of the deaths since the date of the last inspection 
was clue to this disease. 

One patient escaped on the 23rd September last, and lias not yet 
been re-taken. 

Mechanical restraint has not been used in the treatment of any 
of the patients during the period under review, but 10 males and 3 
females have been placed in seclusion — the males on 88 occasions for 
a total duration of 862 hours, and the females on 4 occasions for 
22 hours in all. 

The religious ministrations of the patients receive due attention, 
and 296 (176 males and 120 females) are able to attend tke Roman 
Catholic Service, whilst 14 (6 males and 8 females) go to tke Pro- 
testant Service. 

Two hundred and fifty (120 males and 130 females) are returned 
as being present at the weekly dances. Cinematograph exhibitions 
have been given in tke asylum, and a number of the patients have 
been taken to local races, regatta, circus, and theatrical perform- 
ances outside. 

A female attendant has boon added to the staff during the past 
year, and ten male and live female attendants at present hold the 
certificate of the Medico-Psychological Association for proficiency in 
mental nursing. 

Every effort should be made to maintain a high standard of 
attendants, both from a physical and an educational point of view. 

To-day being a Church holiday in the diocese, none of the 
patients were engaged at work, but, the numbers who are now 
usually employed and tlio nature of the employment are shown in 
the following table: — 


Nature of Employment. 

Numbers. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards. 

40 

GO 

As garden or Hold labourers, . . 

75 

- 

As masons, . . 

0 

- 

As carpenters, 

2 

- 

As pointers, 

o 

- 

As tailors, . . 

4 


As shoemakers, 

2 


As upholsterers, 

13 

- 

As baker, 

1 

- 

Carrying coal. 

8 

- 

111 the kitchen. 

4 

11 

In tho laundry, 

- 


In o dicers’ quarters, . . 

- 


At needlework, 

- 

in 

39 

At knitting, 

- 

29 

Miscellaneous, 

- 

18 

Total employed, 

158 

184 
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c in ce the date of the last inspection, the asylum staff, with the 
o£ some of the patients, have repaired the weir at Kil- 
aSS hm-v excavated and constructed a tank in connection with the 
“water supply; and painted and coloured several of the divisions. 

The asvlum is becoming overcrowded, and several beds have to be 
, j • ^ of the corridors at night, but the Resident Medical 
placed “ informed me that it is proposed to provide accom- 

patients in the ^ * flpri^hffl, which is 
at present occupied by some members of the staff. 

The foul laundry has become too small, and the ironing room also 
needs enlargement. 

The buildings throughout were clean aud well kept, and the wel 
poSbed floors which Ire a marked feature of this asylum, continue 
to reflect credit on the staff. 

The patients were tidy in their persons and clothing, and they 
conducted themselves in a quiet aud orderly manner. 

The dietary is satisfactory. The bread, which is baked in the 
asylum, was of fair quality. 

Tn accordance with the statutory rules in force m all asylums, the 
Charge Attendant of each Division is required to keep a Repor 
Rnok S in which amongst other specified records, is entered the morn- 
Uig k a!d evening temperature. There does not however, appear to 
be anv retoid kept hire of the temperature in the various wards as 
required by No. li of the Rules respecting the duties of 
be As it is of importance that this rule should be caieful y 
observed the matter is one which should receive the Besident 
Medical Superintendent’s attention. 

Contributions in respect of the maintenance of 36 > of ! the > P^nta 
(13 males and 23 females) are < obtau tied from 
their own property at rates varying from £5 to £30 per annum. 

I examined the asylum records, and found that some of them are 
not quite written up to date. This may be partly due to 
of Dr Kennedy, the Assistant Medical Officer, on leave. w ?" 1< * 
lighten his labour in keeping the medical records i : the Comimtt 
sanctioned the introduction of the loose-leaf. Case-books, which 
are now used in the majority of modern asylums. 

On the whole, the condition of the institution continues satisfac- 
tory. 

1st November, 1909. 
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KILKENNY DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 6th and 7th November, 1909. 

The last statutory inspection of tliis asylum was made on the 23rd 
December, 1908, and since then the number of patients has decreased 
by eight — the males by seven and the females by one. The following 
Table shows the changes in the asylum population since the date 
mentioned : — 


On tho register at last visit (23rd Docomber, 1908), 
Admitted since, 

Total, 

Discharged recovered, 

Discharged unrecovered, 

Died, 


Total, 


On tlie register on tho Gth November, 1909, 

Absent on probation, on pass, or by escape, 

Resident on the 0th November, 1909, 

None of the deaths since last visit call for any observations all 
having been due to natural causes, and in no case was a coroners 
inquest deemed necessary. 

In five of the deaths post-mortem examinations were made. 

It is satisfactory to note that during the period under review no 
casualties occurred, and no cases of zymotic disease appeared m t e 
institution. 

Thirteen patients were confined to bed yesterday, one of each 
sex being seriously ill; 5 males and 3 females suffering from minor 
ailments ; 2 males were unable to get up owing to the debility o 
old age, and ono female was kept in bed owing to her excited oon i 
tion. 

None of the patients suffer from bedsores, and only one patient 
is returned as being actively suicidal. _ Sixteen males and nine 
females are epileptics, bub only two patients (one of each se f) ai 
kept under special observation. The continuous supervision ot e 
two classes is a matter of great importance, and it should, er 
fore, receive attention. 

Since last visit, only one patient (a female) was placed in seclu 
sion, for eight hours in all, while mechanical restraint, by means 
a camisole, was used in the treatment of three females, for a o 
duration of 457 hours, owing to tlieir violence, or to preven 
removal of surgical dressings. 

One patient effected his escape, but was re-taken the day after. 


1 Males. 1 

i 1 

Females. 

Total. 

230 

204 ! 

440 

25 

19 1 

44 

261 

223 

484 

8 

6 

14 

5 

- 

5 

1 19 

i 

14 

33 

j 32 

i 20 

52 

229 

| 203 

I 

432 

229 

o 

CM 

432 
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The percentage of the recoveries on admissions during the period 
under review was 32 amongst the males and 31’6 amongst the 
females. 

The following Table shows the number of patients employed yes- 
terday, and the nature of the employment:— 

Numbers. 

Nature of Employment, 


Assisting attendants in the wards, 

As garden or field labourers, . . 

Vs storekeeper, 

As stokers, 

As masons, . . 

As carpenter, 

As painter, 

As tailor, 

In the kitchen, 
la the laundry, 
la officers’ quarters, 

At needlework. 

At knitting, 

Total employed, 


Dr. West, the Medical Superintendent, who is a qualified engi- 
neer, lias introduced a system by which the waste steam from the 
laundry, kitchen, and heating system is made to heat the water 
pumped into the boilers, thus saving about two tons of coal per week. 

Contracts have been signed for the lighting of the asylum, by 
electricity, and putting in new pumps, with the view of securing a 
sufficient supply of water. 

The annexe at Lacken has not yet been occupied, but as soon as 
the water supply and lighting works are completed, a number of 
patients will be moved into it. 

Since this annexe was acquired by tbe Committee a great deal of 
work has been done to render it fit- for occupation. A boundaiy wal 
has been built in concrete; sewer pipes have been laid; 

a new lavatory and bathroom have been erected and fitted 

up; the roof has been repaired; new chimneys have been 
built; floors, doors, and windows have been repaired; all the 
rooms have been painted in duresco ; the greenhouse has been 
repaired and painted, and the tiled floor re-laid ; a number 
of partitions have been taken down, so as to form a dormitory 

and diningroom; and twelve new windows have been made 

for these rooms;' the outside of the building has been plastered 
and coloured; all the plumbing work has been renewed; six new 
doors and two new doorways have been made; about 100 trees have 
been cut down and the roots raised ; a new avenue has been laid ; 
and iron water mains, connecting the cistern at the mam asylum 
with the annexe, have been laid. . 

Dr. West deserves great credit for having these works earned out 
by the asylum staff, thus saving a large amount to the ratepayers. 

As soon as Lacken annexe has been occupied, the Committee should 
consider the question of providing accommodation for the insane 
inmates of the various workhouses in the county, as the accommoda- 


! Males. 

Females. 

75 

07 

! 43 

10 

1 

- 

; 4 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

13 

2 

_ 

20 

i 

1 

1 

19 

i 

28 
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tion at Lacken could, at a very moderate outlay, be easily extended, 
and it would be a great advantage if all tlie insane poor of the 
county wore brought under the same control, as has been done else- 
where, besides proving in the cud more economical than the present 
condition of affairs. 

The Committee, I understand, have under consideration the 
advisability of providing a bakery in the asylum. 

They have decided to purchase some cows, and it is to be hoped 
that in time, there will bo a sufficient number to enable all the 
milk required in the institution to he supplied without having 
recourse to outside sources. 

I would suggest as a precaution in case ot tire that internal stand- 
pipes, with hose attached, should be provided throughout the entirc- 

' Jl The” beds and bedding were clean, and I was glad to learn that 
100 of the old iron bedsteads have been fitted with Lawson-Tait 
spring mattresses, as suggested by my colleague in his last report 
The clothing of the patients was good, and I observed that 
woollen Cardigan vests are worn by all the males . 

Having regard to the success which has attended the weaving of 
material bv patients in the neighbouring asylum at Waterford, I 
would suggest that the Committee should take stops to obtain some 

looms for thh asylum. ... , , 

Twelve of the male attendants, but only one of the females, hold 
the certificate of the Medico-Psychological Association for proficiency 

in mental nursing. . „ , , . 

The Medical Superintendent considers the staff very weak, and he 
is of opinion that additional attendants would be required to bring 
it up to the proper standard. This is a matter of vital importance, 
and it should, therefore, receive the early attention of the Com- 

m In previous reports I referred to the prevalence of goitre amongst 
the patients in this asylum. I find that there aw amongst tl 
present inmates no loss than twelve of each sex suffering from this 
disease Tn this connection, I would suggest that a water-softening 
apparatus should be obtained, as the prevalence o gofhe «g 
traceable to an excessive amount of lime m the water used by those 

‘^TWeligious ministrations of the patients are °” ef " U y 
to and 257 (130 males and 127 females) are able to attend tte 
Roman Catholic Service, while 12 (8 males and 4 females) go 

P Thele'^s S a band performance weekly, at which about U5 m ales 
and 94 females attend. Occasional concerts and a P 10 ' 1 ™ 
been got up for the amusement of the inmates since the date of the 

The patients, as a rule, were quiet, but some of the women appear 
to have got into a habit of breaking glass. 

I saw the patients yesterday at dinner, which consisted of soup, 
meat, potatoes, cabbage, and bread, and seemed A ® W written 

I examined the medical records, and found them caiet y 
nr> bv Dr Bii‘ yn v, the Assistant Medical Onicer. , 

P The condition of the asylum, on the whole, was satisfactory, 
reflected^credit on the Resident Medical Superintendent and the 
other officers. 

7th November, 1909. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


ArP. E.] 


District Asylums. 


ns 


killarney district asylum. 

Inspected on 15th and 17th May, 1909. 

T visited this asylum on Saturday and to-day, and saw all the 
patients resident, examining sepauately those admitted since the 
last Statutory inspection. I had private interviews with some 
patients at their own request, but none of the representations 
which they made to me called for any action. 

The followin'* Table shows the changes which have occurred 
amongst the inmates since the asylum was visited by my colleague 
the 11th December, 1908: — 



Males. | 

Females. 

Total. 

On the reader at last visit (11th December, 1908), 
Admitted since. 

302 

43 

301 

22 

G03 

65 

Total, 

345 

323 

668 

Discharged lecovered, . * 

Discharged unreeo vexed, . . 

Died, 

Total, 

14 

5 

15 

20 j 

14 

34 

5 

29 

34 

34 

68 

On the register on the 15th May, 1009, 
Absent on probation, 

Absent on pass, 

Absent by escape. 

Resident on the 15th May, 1909, 

311 

289 

COO 

311 

289 

600 


As this Table shows, there is a decrease of three in ^total 
number of patients, the males having increased by , 

short period under review. «„ T ,Hnnp<! to be 

The death-rate, on both male and female sides, /wmallv high 
above the average, and this, combined 

recovery rate on the female side, accounts for the decrease 

n W cl IwShs since last visit call for any recall Wng 
been from natural causes, and m no case > . ^ cause yerifie ^ by 
deemed necessary. In none oi the ca 

post-mortem examination. . • Hip asvlum 

There are no cases of general paralysis of the insane m the asyiu .m, 
and R is worth noting that the Medical Superintendent states that 
there has Potheen a Single case of this disease under care since he 
took charge of the institution. 
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Tlie only casualty recorded as having occurred since last inspec- 
tion was a fracture of a female patient’s right arm, as tile result or 
being thrown violently against a wooden bench by another patient. 
On Saturday, however, 1 found in bed a female patient who had 
sustained an injury to her shoulder, and another whose ankle was 
injured, but neither of these casualties had been reported to the 
Medical Staff, although both had occurred on the previous day. I 
cannot too strongly impress on the stall the necessity of bringing 
all such injuries and casualties under the notice of the medical 
officers immediately on their discovery. 

The only zymotic disease which appeared since last visit was 
erysipelas, three cases of which occurred amongst the male patients. 
All, however, recovered. 


The patients at present confined to bed number 21, viz.— 7 males 
and 14 females, of whom 4 males and 5 females are seriously ill; 1 
male and 5 females are suffering from minor ailments, and 2 males 
and 4 females are in bed owing to the infirmity of old age or debility 
Some of the patients in bed are scattered through the different 
wards, instead of being all eollooted together in the hospital and 
placed under the charge of a hospital nurse. If this were carried 
out it is probable that some of the old feeble cases could be got. up 
out of bed for a part of each day, and put into armchairs around the 
fire, as is done, with good results, in many other asylums. 

I found in a cheerless single room one woman (M.F.) suffering 
from paraplegia, and she has also an incipient bedsore. It is 
manifestly desirable that cases of this kind should be treated m a 

hospital dormitory. 

I also found another woman in bed, being treated for itch, in an 
ordinary single room, instead of being placed in an isolation ward 
specially set apart for infectious oases. ,, 

A fire should be kept up in the dormitory for the sick, as well as 
in the dayroom, unless the. weather is very warm. 

The detached hospital is at present used for the storage of con- 
demned clothing and as a workshop for the plasterer. This bull - 
mg should bo fitted up and used for the accommodation of patents, 
as was originally intended. It would provide for about twelve sick 
patients of each sex, and should be placed m charge of a hospital 

Slaving regard to the universal recognition, in recent times, of the 
infective nature of tuberculosis, and its exceptional “ 

this asylum, it would be advisable for the Committee to considei h 
question of setting apart special accommodation for ttotnjwj 
of patients affected by this disease, and for this purp 
detached hospital would be suitable. , , u i om 

I had the bed-covering weighed in two cases take. at r “ 
and found it to be 16 lbs. and 18 lbs. respectively. 
light and it is absolutely essential that additional blan 
be provided in cold wealLr. Attention has air eody ^been cafied 
this matter by my colleague in his last report of ur ipe 
practice of changing the bed-clothing on fixed date « « 
owing to the extreme variability of our climate a veiy . ow temp 
ture being often experienced late in spring and ear y ^ 

that it is unwise to fix a definite date, irrespec ive M h 0 weather, 
for withdrawing the extra bed-clothing allowed m Winter- 
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T understand that, the temperature in the wards is taken only 
a dav viz. : — at 12 o’clock noon. It- should also be taken early 
u „„y, morning Even at midday the records show that two days ago 
t w “onty 50 degrees Fakr. in one of the Divisions (No. 7). The 
lowest temperature recorded this month was 49 degrees Fahr., and 
'in March it was as low as 42 degrees. 

In addition to the case already mentioned, another female is at 
present suffering from bedsores. 

1 Seventeen (9 males and 8 females) suffer from epilepsy, and 8 (4 
of each sex) are regarded as being actively suicidal. These cases are 
ali kept under special supervision, and an observation dormitory has 
now been provided on the female side. 

The records show that 55 patients (10 males and 45 females) were 
raised by the attendants last night, and only one bed was found wet- 
this morning, which is creditable to the night staff. 

Since last visit mechanical restraint by means of a strong dress has 
been used in the treatment of only one patient^-a male— for ten 
hours and seclusion has also been resorted to in only one case— that 
of a female —who was secluded on ten occasions, for 31 hours in all. 

The number of patients who are able To attend Divine Service 
continues to be below the average. The total number who go to 
Mass is onlv 140 (72 males and 68 females), and 4 (1 male and 3 
females) attend the Protestant Service. The stairs leading to the 
new gallery in the Roman Catholic Chapel seemed to me rather 
steep, so that, only the young and active patients should be allowed 
to go up to the gallery. , , , . , , , , , 

About 199 patients (94 males and 105 females) are stated to be 
able to attend the associated entertainments. Two dramatic per- 
formances have been provided for the amusement of the patients by 
local amateurs since last visit, and, in addition to the weekly dances, 
special festivities took place on New Year’s Eve and Shrove Tues- 

Ca The following Table shows the numbers of patients employed on 
Saturday, and the nature of the employment: — 

Numbers. 


Nature of Employment. 


Females. 


Assisting attendants in the wards, 
As garden or field labourers, . . 

As storekeepers, 

As stokers, 

As plumber, 

As plasterers and slaters. 

As carpenters, 

As painters, 

As tailors, 

As shoemakers, 

In the kitchen, 

In the laundry. 

In officers’ quarters, 

At needlework. 

At knitting. 

In the dining balls, . . 


Total employed. 
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As above shown, only 54 patients were employed on the farm, and, 
in this connection , T would, again. urge on the Committee the desira- 
bility of acquiring additional land for the institution. If it were 
possible: to obtain them, the fields in front of the asylum 
would bo most suitable for the recreation as well as the employment 
of the patients. Only two patients were employed at shoe-makin;, 
although there must be work for a greater number. In many 
asylums patients who, on admission, have no knowledge of this 
trade, are taught it while in the institution. 

The workshops are ill-adapted for their purpose. The tailor's shop 
is too small, and has no coiling, while the painter’s shop is too near 
the main building, having regard to the inflammable nature of the 
materials stored in it, notwithstanding that it is built against a 
main stone wall. 

Some parts of the building could be greatly improved by abolish- 
ing the three-bedded dormitories, which are objectionable. This 
could be done if dividing walls were removed, thus obtaining much 
larger apartments, with cross light and ventilation, by taking in 

ad i 0 waTglad U to 0 see that some of the iron window frames have been 
removed, and wooden frames substituted, but better ventilation is 
still required throughout the building. 

The lavatory and sanitary accommodation has been greatly im- 
proved, and the improvement of the kitchen, which was referred to 
in the ’last report on inspection, is nearly completed. 

The water pressure, which has been a cause of anxiety for along 
time past, has been improved, and now affords greater security m the 

event of ail outbreak of lire. . ... , 

The male dining-hall has been painted, and the wamscottmg has 
been renewed. This work was earned out by the asylum staff. 

1 examined the provisions in store. The bread chd not seem to be 

H^saw tlm patients at dinner, which consisted of meat and veget- 
able soul). The soup seemed to he good. 

I observed that the enamel was worn oil many of the soup basins, 
which ought to be replaced by new vessels. 

No change has taken place m the strength of the staff, 'vhi'h, 
exclusive of artizanS and laundresses, cook, kitchen-maid, 
mSs ete:; numbers 20 on the male, and 31 on 
actual charge of the patients m the wards. The night stall consist. 

Every effort Should be made by the medical °* oers b to ^f^ Ce d ^ 

attendants to take up the course of study prescribed by the Mediw 
Psychological Association, so as to enable them A , t]]at 
certificate of proficiency in mental nursing winch is gi J 

A T examined the asylum records, and found the Ca^** 4 * ^ 
written up by Dr. Downing, the Assistant Medical Officer. 

17th May, 1909 
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LETTERKENNY DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 24th and 26th July, 1909. 

I visited this asylum on the 24th instant, and completed my 
infection to-day. The number of patients in the institution con- 
tinues to increase, there being now resident 22 more than at the 
date of the last statutory visit. The changes which have occurred 
amongst the patients since then are shown in the following Table:— 


On the register at last visit, on the 28 th Oct., 1908. 
Admitted since. 

Total, 

Discharged recovered, 

Discharged unrecovered, 

Died, 

Total, 

On the register on the 26th July, 1909, 

Absent on probation, 

Absent on pass. 

Absent by escape, 

Resident on the 20 th July, 1909, 


i 1 

1 Males. j 

Females. 

Total. 

[ 

424 

277 

701 

07 

28 

95 

491 

305 

796 

27 

15 ! 

42 

6 

4 

10 

8 

13 

21 

41 

32 

73 

450 

273 

723 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

450 

273 

723 


As this Table shows, the number of males increased by 26 during 
the last nine months, while the females decreased by four. 

The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions since last visit 
has been 40'3 amongst the males, and 53'6 amongst the females. 

I found seven patients in bed, of whom three females weie 
seriously ill, two males were suffering from minor complaints, an 
one of each sex was in bed owing to the infirmity of old age. 

Forty of the patients (22 males and 18 females) suffer from 
epilepsy, and 28 (16 males and 12 females) are regarded as being 

aCt Tre y rec U ords a show that 61 patients (34 males and 27 females) were 
raised by the attendants last night, but seven beds (three on the 
male and four on the female side) were found wet this morning a 
number which would point to the necessity for more careful nursing 

on the part of the night staff. ' . , , 

Since last visit six males and twelve females were attacked by 
influenza, which proved fatal in one of the male and three of the 
female cases. There was also one case of erysipelas on the female 
side, from which the patient recovered. . , 

The percentage of deaths on the daily average number resident 
during 1S08 was very low on the male side, being 3 , an w 
on the female side, which is about the average. , , 

Two of the deaths since last visit were the subject of coroner 
inquests. In one case the jury returned a verdict of death from a 
natural cause, viz.: — heart failure, due to exhaustion following 
acute mania. 

2 
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In tlic other case, which occurred on the 20tli instant, the verdict 
was that the patient died from exhaustion and heart failure follow- 
ing a fracture of the left thigh bone, caused by a fall through being 
pushed by another patient twelve days previously. I investigated 
this case, and concur in the finding of the coroner’s jury as to the 
cause of the injury. No further action in the matter appears to he 
called for. 

With this exception, no casualty occurred amongst the patients 
since the date of the last visit. 

None of the patients are at present suffering from bedsores, and 
in none of the cases which died during the period under review 
were the patients suffering from bedsores at the time of death. 

In only two cases was the cause of death verified by post-mortem 
examination. 

Neither restraint nor seclusion was used in the treatment of any 
patient since the date of the last visit. 

The Chaplains visit once a week as a rule, in addition to sick 
calls and Sunday ministrations. The numbers of the patients pre- 
sent at Divine Service yesterday were as follow: — Roman Catholics, 
310 (197 males and 113 females) ; Protestant Episcopalians, 38 (23 
males and 15 females); and Presbyterians, 31 (16 males and 15 
females). The Catholic Chapel, notwithstanding that a gallery has 
recently been erected in it, is overcrowded during service. Perhaps, 
if two side galleries were also constructed it would render the building 
capable of accommodating the present congregation. 

Only 96 patients (59 males and 37 females) are returned as being 
able to attend the associated entertainments, a proportion which is 


very iuw. 

Tlie number of patients employed continues to be about the same 
as heretofore. The following Tabic shows the number employed at 
present, and the nature of the work:-- 



Numbers. 

Nature of HJinploymonl. 

Males, j 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards. 

73 

45 

As garden or Hold labourers, . . 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 


As masons. 
As plasterer, 

- 

As carpenters, 


As tailor, . . • 
As shoemakers, 

ID 

As upholsterers and toosing hair, 


Assisting plumber and engineer, 

25 


In the kitchen. 


In the laundry. 


2 

In officers’ quarters, . . 


17 

At needlework, 


40 

At knitting. 


2 

At fancy work, 



Total employed, 

213 

175 

— 


A large reservoir is at present being constructed by the Jtsy 
staff and patients, in connection with new waterworks wmcfl 
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been undertaken by the Asylum Committee and the Letterkenny 
Urban District Council conjointly. Satisfactory progress is being 
made with the construction of the reservoir. 

I saw all the patients, and had private interviews with some of 
them, who made the usual protests against their detention in the 
institution. I afterwards discussed with the Medical Superintendent 
a few cases whose insanity is not very marked, with a view to 
arranging, if possible, to have them discharged. 

The patients were almost all quiet and well conducted. Their 
underclothing was in some cases rather shabby. 

I saw dinner being served. It consisted of soup, with meat and 
potatoes, and, in some cases, of cornflour, boiled with milk. No 
orace is said before meals, although it is a usual observance nowa- 
days in almost every asylum. 

The number of paying and partly-paying patients now in the 
asylum is 20 (14 males and 6 females), the rates of payment varying 
from £6 to £24 18s. per annum. 

One of the male patients complained of being struck _ by an 
attendant a fortnight ago. I understand that this case will come 
before the Committee at their next meeting, and if they have any 
doubt as to the truth of this allegation, we shall be prepared to 
investigate the matter further. 

It appears that none of the female staff, except the Head Nurse, 
have obtained the certificate of proficiency in mental nursing which 
is granted to qualified candidates by the Medico-Psychological Asso- 
ciation. The Assistant Medical Officer states that there is a 
difficulty in training the attendants for the examination held by 
that Association, owing to their low standard of education. 
Nowadays it is considered absolutely necessary that attendants on 
the insane should be persons not only of good character and physique, 
but also possessed of sufficient intelligence and education to render 
them capable of being trained in the technicalities of their duties, 
and thus becoming qualified for the certificate referred to. In some 
asylums nearly all the attendants possess this qualification. 

I understand that the Committee require applicants for the post 
of attendant to produce a certificate of having passed the ifourth 
Standard, but I think it would be more satisfactory if the candidates 
also satisfied a sub-committee personally, that their education and 
general intelligence was such as to qualify them for being placed m 
charge of a clas 3 so helpless and difficult to deal with,, as the insane 
undoubtedly are. 

1 examined the medical records, and found the male Case-book 
and other registers duly written up, but the female Case-book f»-r 
chronic cases had not been posted since the 21st December last. Di. 
Martiu, the Assistant Medical Officer, who was absent during part 
of this period, and whom I have always found to be a zealous and 
careful officer, explained how this book had fallen into arreai , and 
undertook to have it written up before the date of the next meeting 

of the Committee. . , , 

In connection with this matter, I would point out the necessity 
for employing a locum tenons during the absence of either of the 
medical officers on leave or otherwise, as there are now 7 2o patients 
in the institution, a number which renders it extremely difficult for 
one officer to attend properly to the multifarious duties of Medical 
Superintendent and Assistant Medical Officer. The wntmg-up of 
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Case-books alone occupies a considerable amount of time daily, 
and the duties of the medical staff have otherwise been largely in- 
creased. 

r mav mention that a now method of keeping these ease records, 
known as the “Kalamazoo” system, lias recently been introduced. 

‘ , bv tll is system the labour of tracing the history of each case is 
' -pHucod For this reason, I would suggest its introduction 
C Lt onW as a means of saving time but also as an aid to the 
proper treatment of the patients, a knowledge of whose history in 
each case is indispensable in forming a correct diagnosis. 

TV Moore the Resident Medical Superintendent, seems to take a 
oveat interest in the welfare of the patients committed to his charge, 
and to devote himself to the successful management of the institu- 
tion. 

26th July, 1909. 


LIMEKICK DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 17tii Decembee, 1909. 

1 paid the usual statutory visit to this swytoto-d^y, 
that the number of the female paticn ^s w. L 1 ^ w hil e the males 

i saw dll D ] 7 afn.bitnrv mspec- 


had increased by 8.. 1 saw au w.o 1’^^^r^Sutery‘inspec- 
those of the admissions, since the date c ^ Ganges which took 

tion, who still remain under treatment. Die cMng ^ 


On the register at last visit (5th November, 1008), 
Admitted since, 


Total, 

■Discharged reoovered, 

Discharged unrccovorcd, 

Died, 

Total, 

On the register on the 17th Dooomber, 1009, 
Absent on probation, on pass, or by escape, 

Resident on the 17th Docombor, 1909, . . 


Males. 

Females. | 

Total. 

37(5 

81 | 

i 

295 
48 | 

071 

1-29 

457 

343 

800 

SO 

17 

•20 

Hi 

8 

20 

46 

23 

52 

73 

48 

121 

384 j 295 

679 

384 

j 295 

679 

snme- 


this Table shoVs, tlio number of patients has ‘ wto* 

during the past year. The overcrowding, thereloi 


As 

what during 
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„U- colleague called attention in his last report, still continues, and 
fj, becoine more marked on the male side. It is specially noticeable 
t the dining-halls and the Roman Catholic Chapel and I would 
tain urge the Committee to take steps to carry out the plans for 
remodeUing and extending the accommodation, which were referred 
to in my colleague’s report. 

Of the 679 patients now resident, 465 (268 males and 197 females) 
are chargeable to the County, and 191 (94 males and 97 females) 
the County Borough of Limerick, while 23 (22 males and 1 female) 

-re classed^ as “ criminal lunatics,” and the total cost of their main- 
tenance is, therefore, paid by the State. 

Contributions in respect of the maintenance of 31 patients (16 
males and 15 females) are obtained from relatives, or out of then 
own property, at rates varying from £5 to £26 per annum. 

The percentage of the recoveries on the admissions during the 
period covered by the above Table was 37 amongst the males, and 
33'3 amongst the females. 

The deaths during the period under review do not call for any 
observations, all having been due to natural causes, and m no case 
was a coroner’s inquest considered necessary. 

The cause of death was verified by post-mortem examination in 
13 of the 52 cases. 

The only zymotic disease which appeared during the past year was 
nop case of enteric fever, from which the patient recovered, and only 
one amident occurred, v'iz.-a fracture of the left tibia in the case 
of a male patient., as the result of a fall during an epileptic seizure. 

The patients confined to bed to-day numbered 24, of whom 7 males 
and 6 females were seriously ill, and 5 males and 6 females weie 
fering from minor ailments. 

One of the male cases has a bedsore but none of the patients who 
died since last visit were suffering from bedsores at the time oi 
death. 

Thirty-seven )26 males and 11 females) are epileptic and 37 (23 
males and 14 females) are considered to be actively suicidal. The 
cases, as well as a number of others, are kept under special observa- 
tion. 

The records show that during the period since last inspection, 
mechanical restraint by means of a strait jacke , was use ill 
treatment of 6 males for 125 hours m all, and of 4 * 

total duration of 159 hours, owing to their violence, whilst 8 females 
were placed in seclusion on 15 occasions for 140 hours in all. . 

Two male patients escaped since the date of the last visit, but 
were both re-taken within 48 hours. 

The religious ministrations of the patients receive due attention, 
and 234 (141 males and 93 females) are able to be present at, the 
Roman Catholic Service, whilst 6 males and 7 females attend the 
Protestant Service. 

About 272 (150 males and 122 females) can take part m the 
weekly dances. 
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The following Table shows flic numbers employed to-day, and ih 
nature of the employment: — 


Nature of Employment. 


Males, j Fi-mali v 


Assisting atfoiMl&iitu in tlio wards, . . • • • * 1-6 S3 

As gardon or Hold labourers, . . . • • • • • ' 67 

Ah clerk, . . • • • • • • • • * * j 1 

As storekeepers; . . • • • • • • • • j 2 

As stokers, . . . • • • • • • • • • 1 u 

As masons, . . . • • • ■ • • • • • ; 4 

As plasterer, • • • • • • • • • • : 1 

As carpenters, . . • • • • - - ■ • ° 

As painters, . . • • • • • • • • 6 

As tailors, . . . . • • • • • • • • J 

As shoemakers, . . • • • ■ ■ • • • * 

As upholsterers, . . • • • ■ ■ ■ • • ‘ 

As bakers, . . . . • • • • ■ • • • * 

As blacksmiths, .. .. •• •• •• * 

As weavers, . . • ■ • • ■ • • • * 

In vegetable house, . . . . • • • • • • » 

In scullery and in dining hall, • • • • • ■ JJ " 

In the kitchen, . . . . • ■ • • • • -* “ 

In the laundry, . . . . • • • • • • “ 

In officers’ quarters, . . • ■ • • • • “ * 

At needlowork, . . . . • • • • • • “ 

At knitting, . . . . ■ • • • • • 

At fancy work, . . . . ■ • • • • • j 

Total employed, • • • • 260 226 


The ten cottages for married attendants, which were in course of 
erection when the institution was last inspected, have now been 
completed. 

A good deal of painting and general repairs lias been done since 
last visit by the asylum staff, with tlio assistance of some oi the 
patients, and they have also erected a large coal store, and made 
some additions to the cow shed. 

No change lias been made in tlio strength of the staff. 

One patient complained to me of having been struck by the nurse 
in charge. I investigated the case, but could obtain no direct coil 
firmation of the patient's allegation. At the same time, the case 
was not free from suspicion, especially as the same nurse had een 
suspended on a previous occasion for harshness to patients. 

The higher officials only see the patients in going through the 
wards, but the attendants are in constant association with em, ai 
it is, therefore, of the greatest importance, that the attendants should 
be gentle and humane in their dealings with the patients. 

I feel sure that tho Committee have no hesitation m visiting, y 
condign punishment, any case in which the slightest roug ne 
cruelty on the part of an attendant towards the patients ca 

PI O? course, both officers and attendants have. frequently to endure 
without complaint, assaults on the part of excited pa.tien s. 

connection, I regret to say . that during my inspection^ I witness^ 

a serious assault on the Assistant Medical Officer, who , 
warning, struck a severe blow by an excited patient. 
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T found all parts of the asylum clean and comfortable, and the 
L S'“ of the patients satisfactory m every respect. 

C T aw them at dinner, which consisted of cod-fish and potatoes. 

The meal was well served, and the .patients were very quiet and 

orderly. 

The clothing and the bedding were good. 

i ocvliim records and found them written up. me 

I esammed the asylum recoins am ^ Medical 

nffier The' work in the clerical and stores departments is also 
°® ', , doue an d the Committee are to be congratulated on 

hiving such excdleut officers, as Mr. Frost and Mr. Cartledge have, 
during their long service, proved themselves to he. 

Inert from the structural defects and the over-crowding already 
reared to, The general condition of the institution reflects credit on 
Dr oTeill, the Resident Medical Superintendent. 

17th December, 1909. 


LONDONDERRY DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 23rd October, 1909. 


Males. 


Ou the register at last visit (25th July, 1908), . . 
Admitted since, 

Total, 

Discharged recovered, 

Discharged uniecovered, 

Died, 

Total, 

On the register on the 23rd October, 1909, •• 

Maintained in Limavady Workhouse, under 
provisions of the Act 38 & 39 Vic., cap. 67, 
section. 9. 

Resident on the 23rd October, 1909, . . 


279 

02 


Females. Total. 


341 


16 

12 

21 


49 


243 

78 


321 


522 

140 

662 


27 

16 

30 


292 


292 


248 

1 


247 


43 

28 

51 


122 


540 

1 


539 


As above shown, the males have increased by 13, and the femal 
by 5, giving a total increase of 18. 
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Of the 540 patients on the register, 359 (201 males and 158 females) 
are primarily chargeable to the County, and 176 (89 males and 8i 
females) to the City of Londonderry, while 5 (2 males and 3 females) 
are classed as “criminal” lunatics, and the entire cost of their 
maintenance is, therefore, paid out of State funds. In the cases of 
19 of the ordinary patients contributions towards their maintenance, 
ranging from .£5 to £31 3s. 6d. per annum, are received from rela- 
tives or out of their own property. 

The rate of recoveries on tlio admissions since last visit has 
been 25’8 per cent, amongst the males, and 34-6 per cent, amongst 
the females, giving an. average percentage of 30'7. 

All the deaths which occurred during the period under review 
resulted from natural causes, and in no case was a coroner’s inquest 
deemed necessary. 

In 10 of the 51 cases the cause of death was verified by post- 
mortem examination. 

Five serious casualties were recorded, viz. — fractures of hones, in 
four cases, and a dislocation in one case — all the result of falls, 
except one, m which the cause could not be ascertained. 

Two of the falls were due to the patients having been knocked 
down by fellow patients. 

The health record of the asylum continues to be satisfactory, and 
the only zymotic disease which occurred since the date of the last 
inspection was one case of measles on the female side. 

There are only three patients — two males and a female confined 
to bed at present owing to illness, and in none of these cases, or of 
the cases which died since last visit, did the patients suffer from bed- 
sores. 

Great credit is duo to the stall for making every effort to get all 
patients out of becl whose condition enables this to be done with 
advantage. It is well recognised that many old or demeuted people 
get into a liahit of lying in bed, and so gradually become bed-ridden 
if they arc not induced to rise when able to do so. 

Forty-six patients (25 males and 21 females) suffer from epilepsy, 
and all of them are kept under special observation. 

There are no patients regarded as being actively suicidal, and none 
suffer from general paralysis of the insane. 

The patients continue to be treated without having recouise to 
either mechanical restraint or seclusion. 

Only one patient attempted to escape since last visit, but he re- 
turned to the asylum, of his own accord, some days after. 


|Tabi,e. 
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Males. Females. 


Assisting attendants in the war, Is. 
t gSden or Held labourers. .. 

4s clerks, 

As storekeepers, 

As stokers, . . 

As plumbers, 

.As masons, . . 

As carpenters, 

As painters, 

As tailors, • • 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers, 

In the kitchen, 

In the laundry, 

At officers’ quarters, 

At photography. 

At needlework, 

At knitting, 

At fancy work, 

At knitting rags, 

All the potatoes and other “nd^nearly 'aU P the oatmeal 

stag were grown on the asylum > w }|le a considerable 

meat reared was also 

ment of the carpenter s shop, a “ amount of painting and de- 

aiterations, as well as a consider tablet amount^ ^ ^ d 

a^^r^'sha^an^'tel^honie ^^^and^hi^ atte^dants^houses^th 

gate-lodge! 16 SS? L* been, executed by the asylum stag, 

with the assistance of some of t con tinue as heretofore. 

The religious ministration ^ ^,V ^ gunday were ^ follow:— 
The numbers present at Divine oe j — 


Numbers Present. 


Londonderry Asylum:-- . 

At Roman Catholic Sei vice, . 

At Presbyterian Service, * * . 

At Protestant Episcopalian Servic , 

Gransha Branch : — 

At Roman Catholic Service, .. 

At Protestant Episcopalian Service, 
At Presbyterian Service, 

Totals, 


Males. 

Females. | 

Total. 

40 

1 

79 1 

119 

27 

29 

48 

40 

75 

(59 

71 

42 

38 

- 

71 

42 

1 38 

. 

247 

| 167 

414 
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As pointed out in previous reports, many of the Episcopaliar 
and Presbyterians attend both of the Protestant Services. f 1 

The numbers who are able to attend the associated entertainment- 

arc the same as at the time of the last visit, viz about Wn 1 

and 100 females. “ als 

Every opportunity of amusing and entertaining the patients h 
availed of, and, in addition to the usual games, they have enioved 
picnics, concerts, cinematograph, bioscope, and other variety enter- 
tainments, as well as visits to the theatre, local shows, and regatta 
&c. B 

The dietary continues to be liberal, and all the provisions in store 
appeared good. The quality of the bread has much improved since 
the time of the last visit. 

I saw the patients at dinner, which consisted of bacon, vegetables 
and bread. Their conduct was exemplary. The hospital patients 
dine in their divisions, as also do four refractory cases, but the latter 
get the same food, and it is served in exactly the same way as in the 
dining-hall. 

No change has been made in the permanent staff of the asylum 
since last inspection, but three additional attendants (one male and 
two females) have been engaged for temporary duty. The high 
standard of attendants, which lias always been a marked feature of 
this asylum, is still maintained. 

Twenty-eight of the males and 20 of the females now hold the 
certificate of the Medico-Psychological Association for proficicurr 
in mental nursing. 

The patients bore every evidence of being kindly treated, and 
were clean in their persons and clothing. The beds were also clean 
and comfortable, and the bed-covering, in two cases, taken at ran- 
dom, weighed 22 and 23 lbs. respectively. 

The obsolete character of the old buildings becomes more apparent 
every year, and, having regard to their unsuitability for the treat- 
ment of the insane, the Resident Modi cal Superintendent deserves 
the highest credit for the admirable condition in which, notwith- 
standing this drawback, the patients and their surroundings were 
found. 

I examined the medical records ami found them carefully written 
up by Dr Ruttlcdgc, the Assistant Medical Officer, the history of 
each patient being fully set forth in the Case-books. The administra- 
tive ability which lie displays in the. management of the institution 
during the absence of the Resident Medical Superintendent on his 
annual holiday deserves commendation. 

23rd October, 1909. 


MARYBOROUGH DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 15tii December, 1909. 

Since the last official inspection of this asylum three important 
and much-needed structural works, referred to in last report, have 
been taken in hand, viz. : — 

(1) The re-modelling of the heating apparatus of the whole 
asylum. 
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VaT some time past the heating system in the front wards has not 
i ^ rVincr satisfactorily, owing principally to sluggish circula- 
hot water. A contract has now been entered into for the 
nstallation of a forced circulation system of hot-water heating 
fltlhnnt the buildings, in connection with which new engines, 
t r ^ and calorifiers will be provided, and, where necessary, the 
S’glipes -if be re-arranged and repaired. This work is at 
present in progress. 

(■21 The erection of workshops. 

mi • or fc i s a t present being carried out by the asylum staff. 

Til walls are of concrete, and when the building is completed, 
mnle accommodation will be provided for the artisans and patien s 
employed at the various trades carried on in the institution, 
m A new floor has been put down in No. 1 Male corridor. 

When these works are completed it is hoped that attention wil 
be ^ven to thl ventilation and remodelling of the single room, 
mi D o qva at uresent in a very unsatisfactory state. file 

ItTowsTe too small to afford sufficient light and air; the floors m 
Ime ca=es are worn out, and the walls are rough and unsanitary. 

A the rooms referred to are used for the most troublesome patients, 
Tmnortance that provision should be made to afford every 
facUity for Zir care, wlmreas the rooms are in much the same state 

■FZ'Zy'Z? .fund much 1. need .1 pmutl... 
EseLdly does this refer to the ssuitary annexes The walls at the 
back of the water closet pans should be cemented and painted m 

' ig (fwing’to%he alterations in the heating system at present being 

1,1 T^bed clothing on both sides is much' too light, weighing only 
lfi T “ A tht Jason the over-clothing, viz.-sheet, blankets and 
11 than 20 lb! On some , 

& WdTetdm^e TttentU » many of them require 

I* rs S3 “fc ,% UK 

1,1 The dinner consisting of dry bread and cocoa, was served in the 
diS-hX This cannot be Joked on as an appetising or snbstan- 

There are now on the hooks the names of 555 patients, Demg 

of the male and 260 of the female sex, shpwmg - : ° f 16 
men and a decrease of 5 women in the last 13 months. . j adr 
The very large proportion of male, as compared 
missions, is difficult to understand. 
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The mortality rate has fallen to 8'1 per cent., and is not nos 
much above the average in Irish asylums, viz.— 7'1 per cent, of the 
average number resident. All the deaths were due to natural 

causes. , , , 

In eight cases the cause was venlied by post-mortem examination. 
20'4 per cent, were due to tubercular disease, and one was due to 
general paralysis of the insane. 

Bedsores existed at death in two cases, and one male patient in 
bed in the wards is suffering from a bedsore at present. 

Twenty-six patients (14 men and 12 women), most of them 
being old and feeble, were found in bed at the time of the visit. 

There is no record of any case of zymotic disease amongst the 
patients since last visit. One of the staff, however, had enteric 

fS1 One male patient made a serious complaint against an attendant. 
It was impossible to obtain any corroboration of his statement at the 
time. However, Dr. Coffey promised to make further inquiries. 

Three serious accidents are recorded, in two of which cases the 
patients sustained fractures of hones, and in one a dislocation, as 

the result of falls. . . , , . . 

No case of resort to mechanical restraint is recorded. 14 men 
were however, secluded on 83 occasions for 732 hours in all. 

Three men attempted to escape, and were absent from the asylum 
for periods varying from a few hours to five days. 

The records show that over 36 per cent, of the men and (8 per 
cent, of the women find some employment. Seventy-nine men are at 
work on the farm. It must be remembered that at this season there 
is little agricultural work, so that the percentage employed would be 


higher in the summer. , . , 

The strength of the staff remains unchanged, and gives a propoi- 
tion on both sides of one attendant to something over 12 patients 
a fairly strong stall for an Irish asylum. ,, , 9n 

The ministration of religion continues unchanged. Almost 80 
per cent, of the patients are able to attend their respective places ot 
worship. The Chaplains are regular in their attendance. 

The various medical books and records arc carefully kept by the 
Assistant Medical Officer. 


15th December, 1909. 


MONAGIIAN DISTRICT ASYLUM. 


Inspected on 28th -I ui.v , 1909. 


There are now in this institution 909 patients, m the 
of 501 men to 408 women. Since the last impec ion ' w» " 
the 13th August, 1908, there have been 159 admisi sion ( ^ 

69 women), 94 discharges, and 42 deaths, showing ,, foie to 

patients during this interval of time It is needle ■> ffhidl) 

refer again to the overcrowded condition of the ms > 

as the accommodation is only for 793, is greater than e 
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The Committee liave at present under consideration the necessity 
for nroS for the insane of the district, so that it is to be hoped 
that? something will be done to relieve the overcrowding, which 
vj detrimental to the best interests of the institution. 

" At the same time it is to be hoped that steps will be taken 
enlarge and remodel the administrative departments, viz.— kitchen, 
storef, laundry, and the accommodation for the staff, the madeqi > 
n t which, lias been so often pointed out. . 

f Nothing has as yet been done to provide the telephonic commun - 
cation between the various blocks, to the want of which attention 
has been so frequently called both by coroners’ juries and by our- 
eTves Strange to say, a telephone has been provided between the 
IisyTum and the town, but the needs of the patients, m the event of 

a °Th™ contract or the new piggeries was completed in ^January 
last, and since then no further complaints have been made on the 

Another contract° was completed in April last for a high-pressure 

"t^dTtlL^UrwoAfm^ has been done by the staff and 
patients in painting the wards and carrying out the necessary re- 

Pa TLVatientftTi g e S 'engaged during the winter in filling up the 
quarry , 1 which has always been a source of danger from attempts at 

S, ‘ Apart from the overcrowding, Dr. Donaldson has done much to 
P inc+iHition Many of the wards have been, painted. 

S7ona fu™tu"s'be“ provided, and pictures and flowers are 
every where distributed . This has helped toimprovet^conduriof 

the natients as, even in the wards occupied by the more excited 
order and tranquillity prevail, where formerly there was noise and 

eX Tbe m general health has been excellent, the mortality during 1908 
ine goo®™ 1 “ c , t-.a opr cent of the average number resi- 

is r 

re Tn d e 6 deltT waf'the'result of “e, in the case of an old and 

>•**' - ** 

'"5“;™. casualties. «* ending SKb 

ing from falls either accidental, or caused by being pushed down oy 

"“i^'Sc. ree.raiut and 

:'“p"v.ur°tbe — 1 it surgical dreeing., a.d in tie ether 
“£? “ Smpted t» escape, but brc.glt bad alter a tew 

h -Sb »T.ud wcureu were ‘S'd^wS 

^“.riu’ '.l^Seh.d bled, but, 1. tie dining-hall, tar.e. 
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and forks ought to be provided. The meal in the new block con- 
sisted of beef, vegetables, and potatoes, and in other parts of the 
house, of bacon and cabbage. 

The new dietary has now been for a year in use, and Dr. Donald- 
son appears to be satisfied with it. The amount of bread and meat 
issued to each patient is certainly small — 1| lbs. of meat per week, 
uncooked, and including bone, which is equivalent to a loss of 40 
per cent ' Butter is given for breakfast and supper, and porridge is 
issued at both these meals. The latter is said to be appreciated, and 
makes up for the small amount of bread allowed. 

Nearly 40 per cent, of the men and 55 per cent, of the women are 
employed at various industries. One hundred and sixty-six men 
work on the farm; 1 works with tlic carpenter, 4 are employed m 
painting; 4 as tailors; 2 as shoemakers; and 6 as upholsterers. 

As vet nothing has been done to provide suitable accommodation 
in the various shops, so as to facilitate the employment of the 
patients at the different trades, which are usually found so advan- 
tageous in the economical management of asylums. 

Efforts to amuse the patients have not been forgotten. Some of 
them were taken to the neighbouring cattle show and a number 
were brought to an entertainment in the Town Hall. A concert was 
also given for their benefit by the Catholic Chaplain About 90 
women are taken out walking every week when the weather permits. 

The Chaplains’ books show that 53 per cent.* of the patients are 
able to attend to their religious duties Four hundred and nine 
were present at Mass ; 41 attended tlio Protestant Episcopa .an Ser- 
vice, and 33 the Presbyterian Service last Sunday. The Chaplain., 
of whom there arc three, attend twice weeldy. 

There lias been no alteration in the strength of the stafi, w ic 
now gives a proportion of one attendant to over 13 male patients 
and on the femlle side, of one to over 14 patients. In addition the 
artisans help hr the morning and evening and at and 

the attendants is, however, constantly employed on fa r“ “d 
does no duty in tlic wards, and cannot be considoied on the stiengt 
of the male^staff. A farm labourer should bo employed m his place. 
The annual leave now involves the abseneo of three attendants on 
each side during the greater part of the year. tom _ nr . rT a tten- 

This should be remedied by the employment of 
dants to take the place of those on leave, as is now generally tie 

practice in similar establishments. . 1 helow the 

P Some of the candidates lately appointed A 

height necessary to make them useful attendants 011 “1 “hould 

regulation height for the candidates for these appointment should 
be adopted, and should in no case be deputed from Sincebst 
visit two of the attendants wore dismissed for assaulting p 
A prosecution was also instituted, but tlic magistrates dismissed the 

The various books and registers were found 
but in the Case-books the previous history of each case siiou , 

far as possible, be given. Donaldson who sustained 

It is most gratifying to find that Di. Dona ‘“ s " ’ y ent ha = re- 
such serious injuries from an assault by a fern P 

turned from his holiday completely restored to healt . 

28th July, 1909. 
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MULLINGAR DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected ok 21st Octobek, 1909, and 10th Januakv, 1910. 

T ™id the usual statutory visit to this asylum on the 21st October 
I paid the usua inspection to-day. I saw all the patients in 

last, and comp . ? examined those of the admissions, since the 

residence, and specia y - oofi, October 1908, who still 

date of “y 0l ^eItment V1S1 The admissions, discharges, and deaths, 
Wween tSat date and the date of my visit in October last, are shown 
in the following Table:— 


— 

j Males. 

Females. | 

Total. 

On the register at last visit (290, October, 1908), . 
Admitted since, • • 

co £ 

CO CD 

415 | 
52 | 

964 

141 

| 638 1 

467 

! 1,105 

Total, 

i 31 

1 16 

1 « 

Discharged recovered, 
Discharged unrecovered, 

17 

i 8 

1 25 

39 

j 24 

j 63 

Died, • • * 

Escaped, . • • ' 

j 1 


I 1 

1 88 

48 

| 138 


Total 

On tlie register on 21st October, 1909, 
Absent on probation, 

Absent on pass, 

Absent by escape, . 

Resident on the 21st October, 1909, 


550 

1 

549 


419 


969 


419 


968 


This Table shows that the ir u »£er h two § visits— the males 

within the year which elapsed ^females hy f our. 
having only increased by one, a amount of accommoda- 

Ae some doubt existed have been carefully re- 
tion provided in the mstitutio , superficial feet per patient 

measured throughout, and allowing and 80 superficial 

in dayrooms, 60 superficial fee dorm itories, and verandas), the 

feet in hos P* to \ ^“^“numbers^ or which there is now legitimate 
following table shows the numbers xor 
accommodation in the institution. 
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From these figures it will be seen that the accommodation, both 
by day and night, is deficient, especially the latter, there being 56 
patients in residence on the male side, and 53 on the female side, in 
excess of the legitimate sleeping accommodation. The overcrowding, 
therefore, which was referred to by my colleague in his last report 
still continues. 

I would specially direct attention to No. 5 Division on the female 
side, which was described by him. It contains about 100 (50 on 
each lloor) old, bed-ridden, wet and dirty, and epileptic patients. 

It is even as a dormitory, seriously overcrowded, and there is neither 
davroom nor diningroom connected with it, so that these old people 
have to spend all their time, and even, in many cases, have to 
answer the calls of nature in the room in which they pass their days, 
sleep, and take their food. This Division corresponds in many re- 
spects to the infirm ward of a workhouse, but I need not here dwell 
on the distinction which is recognised between people who are bereft 
of their reason and ordinary paupers. 

Durino- the daytime some of the patients m the Division sit on 
chairs which are squeezed in between beds. Owing to the overcrowd- 
ing on the female side, the reading-room has also been converted 
into a dormitory. 

Of the 969 patients on the register on the 21st October last, 384 
(224 males and 160 females) were chargeable to County Westmeath ; 
353 (192 males and 161 females) to County Meath; and 222 (125 
males and 97 females) to County Longford ; while 9 males and 1 
female were classed as criminal lunatics, the cost of their main- 
tenance being, therefore, defrayed by the State, in pursuance of 
the provisions of the Act, 1 Edwd. VII., cap. 17. 

None of the deaths during the period under review call for any 
special remarks, all having been duo to natural causes, and in no 
case was a coroner’s inquest considered necessary. In 12 of the 63 
cases, the cause of death was verified by post-mortem examination. 

The only zymotic diseases which appeared in the institution were 
enteric fever and diphtheria, two male patients and a member of the 
staff having been attacked by the former, with a fatal result in the 
case of one of the patients, and a female patient having contracted 

Four casualties occurred, all fractures of bones, three of which 
were the result of falls, one, however, boing sustained m a struggle 
with a fellow patient, but the others wore accidental. In the fourth 
case, the patient, a female, fractured her left parietal bone by 
striking her head against a bedstead. . 

On the first day of my visit I found a large number of patients m 

bed 102 in all. Of these, 5 males and 15 females were returned as 

being seriously ill; 16 males and 6 females as suffering 
from minor ailments, 12 males and 27 females as being kept 
in bed owing to old age or debility ; and 13 males and 8 females m 
consequence of being in an excited condition. None of these cases 
suffer from bedsores, and none of the patients who died within 
period under review were suffering from bedsores at the time 

de Owing to the insufficiency of the staff, a nujnber of excited and 
dangerous cases have to be kept in bed, who could be allowed up 
there were sufficient attendants to. take charge of such patients, a 
protect them and others from their violence. . . 

p One difficulty about increasing the staff is that there is 
modation for extra attendants, especially on the female side. 
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T found one man in a padded room perfectly naked. It “ painful 
. cases of this kind, which can only be properly dealt with by 
j° s . e a, , ta ff sufficiently strong to enable one or more attendants 
toTtold ofl lor his exclusive care 0 , at all events, until his habits have 

three patients (30 males and 23 females) suffer from epilepsy, 

! l 4 mate and 11 females) are regarded as being actively 
suicidal . These two classes, as well as a number of others, are kept 

“"Thesis 'only^one' caslTof general paralysis of the insane atpresent 
in the asylum! and one of the deaths in the period covered by the 
in tne asyiun , _ rpnnr t was due to that disease. 

T nm^*tet e period, mechanical restraint was used in the treatment 
Durin D P fprnale') for 4?/ hours, to prevent her from 

ZL ^ !Xring from al affection of the felt and legs, while 
so wire placed hi seclusion, on 135 occasions for 675 hours m 

all "an? 18 felte were similarly treated on 102 occasions, for a 

total d " ratio " TablHiready referred to, two patients escaped 

A* * 0Wn f nLn r e taken while eight others (all males) also escaped 

sirs? !srjg sz-Z'&vxsrJX. ‘*- 

400 in all are > t° goto^D f J can attend Mass; 18 (11 

mite and 4 females) the Protestant Episcopalian Service, and 4 

^fh^OO males and 150 females) are able to 
About 350 on g ( 0ccasiona l variety entertainments 

arfprovided for tte amusement of the patients, and a number are 

^ to em i l0yed ° n &e 

hrlt day of ?y ? visit, and the nature of the employment:- 



Tinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


134 


Re, porta on Inapectiona, 


[A.?p E 


As this Table shows, a considerable number of the women were 
engaged at knitting or sowing. It was pleasing to see these patients 
usefully employed, and the female workroom is always a good feature 
of this asylum. Tko workshops arc satisfactory, and a fair propor- 
tion of patients were occupied in thorn. Some of the younger 
patients have been taught shoemaking, and do very good work. B 

In addition to general repairs, where necessary, the asylum stag 
with the assistance of some of tire patients, have been engaged in 
painting the outside wood and iron work, and also in making drains 
and roads in the asylum grounds. The female side has recentlv 
been painted internally, and looks very bright, but it is, unfortu- 
nately, like the male side, greatly overcrowded. 

The verandas at the male hospital, which were referred to in mv 
colleague’s report last year, have now boon completed. They look 
very bright, and provide additional accommodation for 25 patients 
on each of the two floors. 

The coal yard has been roofed over — a work which will tend to 
economy, by preventing the deterioration of the coal, which results 
from exposure to the weather. 

Some alterations have also boon made in the sewerage system at 
the Petitswood block, and plans have boon drawn up for the recon- 
struction of the main sewerage system, as suggested by my colleague 
in his last report. 

The flooring in some of the dormitories is inclined to sag, but 
I understand that arrangements have been made to support them by 
pillars on the male side. Steps should also be taken to have this 
done on the female side. 

Wood-block flooring lias boon laid in some of the single rooms. 
Owing to its being watertight, this kind of flooring is most suitable 
for such rooms in lunatic asylums. 

If some mcmbei's of the Committee would themselves compare these 
floors with those which have been laid down in concrete in other 
parts of the buildings, I think they would agree as to the desirability 
of allowing the Medical Superintendent to lay down each year a 
certain amount of wood-block flooring, until all the floors are laid in 
this way. 

No steps have yet been taken to provide external water closets, the 
necessity for which has been under the consideration of the Com- 
mittee. 

The patients were well clothed. The women’s dresses were pro- 
perly cut and fitted to the figure, and tlicir hair, in the great 
majority of cases, was tidy. 

The beds and bedding were good and comfortable, and the weight 
of the bed clothing sufficient. 

I saw the patients at dinner, which was well served. It consisted 
of soup, boiled meat, and potatoes, with rice for some special cases. 
The meat was rather fat, but was otherwise satisfactory. It is to be 
i-egretted that there are no means of roasting the meat occasionally 
here, as is done in most asylums. 

All the milk, potatoes, and other vegetables required in the insti- 
tution are supplied from the asylum farm, and it also supplies a pro- 
portion of the butter, bacon, and beef. I woxild suggest that more 
potatoes should be grown, so as to increase the quantity issued to the 
patients. 
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I perceived an offensive smell, from tlie manure-yard, in tlie dairy. 
This can only be expected when the wind blows from a certain quar- 
ter, as the dairy door opens directly opposite the manure pit. 

I found amongst the patients an American citizen who became 
insane while visiting this country. It is certainly a hardship on 
the ratepayers that, although there is no provision for re-patriating 
such cases, Irishmen who become insane within a certain time of 
landing in the United States, can be sent back to be maintained in 
their native country. 

The Case-books and other medical records are now creditably 
written up by the Assistant Medical Officers, but I would suggest 
that the new “ loose-leaf ” Case-books should be introduced, as, 
under the present system a great deal of time is lost in tracing the 
histories of cases through over 20 large volumes on each side. 

A separate post-mortem register is not kept, as prescribed by 
“The Asylum Books and Records Order, 1900, ” the particulars of 
post-mortem examinations being entered in the Case-books. 

I examined the registers kept by the Clerk, and found them duly 
written up. 

Fifteen of the male attendants and 14 of the nurses hold the certi- 
ficate of the Medico-Psychological Association for proficiency in 
mental nursing. 

At the wooden annexe, in which patients suffering from tuber- 
culosis are located, there is a veranda for the open-air treatment of 
such cases. 

Needless to say that, having regard to the variability of our 
climate, the patients who are thus treated, in addition to having a 
plentiful supply of bed-clothing, hot jars, &c., require to be care- 
fully screened from wind and rain, and it seemed to me that greater 
precautions in this direction are called for. 

The temperature maintained throughout the buildings is, I regret 
to say, extremely unsatisfactory, and the matter is one which calls 
for the serious consideration of the Committee. In this connection 
I would direct their attention to my report o'f the 1st April last, in 
which I stated that : 

“ The patients — many of whom suffer from defective circula- 
tion, and others being melancholic, and, therefore, extremely 
susceptible to cold, and its depressing effects on mind and body, 
should, above all things, be afforded sufficient warmth, both in 
their personal clothing and in the atmosphere of their rooms.” 

I would ask the Committee to go through the different divisions 
themselves, and I think that, apart from the question of a general 
heating system, they will readily acknowledge that an open fire 
would make many of the unfortunate inmates, who are at all deli- 
cate, more cheerful and contented. 

The temperature to-day, at the time of my visit, was 46 degrees 
Fahr. in the female hospital, and the only part of the institution in 
which the heating was satisfactory was the wooden building known 
as the “Retreat,” which is heated by steam, and where, although 
most of the windows were open, a sufficiently high temperature was 
maintained. 

A Table showing the temperature recorded in the different divi- 
sions during the recent severe weather, and the numbers kept in bed 
owing to the cold, is appended. 
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It will be observed that tlie temperature throughout was extremely 
low, aud iu some cases it even fell to, or below, freezing point. 

This is very disappointing, having regard to the fact that a new 
heating system has recently been introduced into the asylum, but it 
is only fair to add that the Engineer states positively that, gives 
the necessary quantity of coal, a sufficiently high temperature can 
be maintained in all parts of the institution. 

During the cold weather last month, as the appended Table shows, 
a very large number of patients bad actually to be kept in bed 
owing to their inability to boar the cold when allowed up. 

Thus, on the 21st December, it is recorded that 94 women were 
confined to bed solely for this reason, and on the 22nd idem, it was 
reported to me that the hot water pipes in the lavatory of the female 
'hospital burst as soon as the thaw set in. 

It is unnecessary to say that a temperature of, say, 30 degrees 
Fahr., or 2 degrees below freezing point in a part of the institution 
occupied by sick patients, is quite unjustifiable, and I certainly think 
that, until arrangements can be made for having a proper tempera- 
ture maintained throughout the buildings, by the general heating 
system, fires should be kept burning in all the stoves and open fire 


P I may mention that I noticed recently in an English journal that 
at an inquest on the body of a man who died in a London work- 
house, the fact that the temperature of the ward in which he was 
found dead, was only 46 degrees Fahr., was severely commented on, 
and it was remarked that ' ‘ the convalescent ward of a workhouse 
with a number of people, many of them old, is certainly not the 
place to practice economy in fuel during December. 

In conclusion, I would beg tlic Committee always to bear in mind 
that there are only two methods of dealing with the insane poor. 
One is the old and barbarous method, which regarded the insane as 
so many wild animals, and treated them as such. This is the 
method which Hogarth depicts in his cartoons on Bethlehem Hospi- 
tal (Bedlam), where the unfortunate inmates are shown chained to 
the wall, and exposed to the ridicule and gibes of the crowd, ilns 
procedure was cheap and speedy, as, needless to say, the lives ot 
poor sufferers were of short duration, so that then bodies an . 
memory quickly passed into oblivion. The second method, which is 
spoken of as the moral and humane treatment of insanity, and wlu 
is now practised in every civilised land, recognises that the insane 
are our brethren, who through, in most instances, no fault ot um 
own, have become the victims of disease or injury of the brain, ana, 
in this way, have lost the greatest gift which Pronto* has be- 
stowed on mankind — the Divine gift of reason-and that their con 
dition should excite our warmest compassion. This moral r ea^ 
meat of insanity is carried out by attention to the environm en « 
the patients; by careful nursing (which pre-suppeses a su» 
stall of trained and educated attendants) ; by sunounding 
objects of interest and amusement ; by external warm , P P - 
clothing and ventilation, cleanliness, and nourishing oo . ^ 

these exercise a potent influence mi tlic patients recovery, 
assistance which religion affords is not to he lightly es ee ■■ 

All this lias been recognised for many years, ,, ity „f 

Parliament, passed nearly 70 years ago, under the 
which. we visit asylums, we are specially directed t q 


these matters. 
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Now, some of these essentials of treatment are carefully carried 
out at Mullingar, and it is freely admitted that great advances have 
been made during the past 25 years. The patients are now comfort- 
ably clad, the food is of good quality, the buildings are well venti- 
lated and supplied with baths, which are liberally used,_ and the 
Committee, having regard to the poverty of at least a portion of the 
district which the asylum serves, have shown great willingness to 
meet a large and increasing expenditure. It is, nevertheless, essen- 
tial that the Committee should now meet the deficiency of accom- 
modation which, as pointed out in our reports, still exists ; that they 
should increase the staff of attendants, and the necessary accommoda- 
tion for them, so that special cases can, when necessary, receive 
individual attention, and that patients should not be confined to 
bed because they are unmanageable or noisy, or because, during 
cold weather, a sufficiently high temperature is not maintained in 
the divisions. 

The heating of the buildings is a most important point, and tic 
Committee, acting on the advice of a skilled Engineer, have, as 
already stated, introduced a system of general heating which should 
work satisfactorily, but which, according to the asylum officers, 
requires a larger consumption of coal than is allowed by the Com- 
mittee. That allowance — 50 tons a week — would seem a liberal one. 
and, as a matter of fact, judging by the expense involved, it appears 
to be more than is used in many other asylums of corresponding size. 
It must, however, be borne in mind that it has to meet the wants of 
two large and distinct buildings, separated by a considerable dis- 
tance, besides heating the wooden annexe known as the Retreat. 

The regulation of the heating system rests with the Engineer, but 
the distnbution of coal is carried out under the direction of the 
Committee. The practical point is that during cold weather a 
sufficiently high temperature is not at present maintained through- 
out the buildings, and the patients, and especially the sick, owing to 
the hospital being at the end of the heating circuit, are often 
exposed to an indoor temperature which cannot hut affect them 
injuriously. The question is a technical one, and the Resident 
Medical Superintendent and the Engineer should, I . suggest, go 
carefully into it*, and make a joint report, so as to assist the Com- 
mittee in coming to a decision in this important matter. 

In artificially-heated buildings it is generally recognised that an 
average temperature of not less than from 55 to 60 degrees Eahr. 
should be maintained. 

10th January, 1910. 


[Table. 
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TABLE 

Showing the Temperature recorded in the Divisions .und the Numbers of 
Patients kept in Bed owing to the. Cold on certain dates in 1909 and 
1910: — 

Male Side. 


Date. 


Temperature at 4 

a.m. (Fahr.) 


Number 

of 

Patients 
iu Bed 
from 
Cold. 

No. of Division. 

Hos- 

pital. 

i. 

2 1 

3. 

4. 

r„ 1 

6 

19th December, 1909, 

46 

40 

40 

40 


_ 

35 

48 

20th „ 

, 44 

36 

34 

42 

- 

- 

30 

48 

21st „ 

46 

40 

38 

46 

- 

- 

42 

24 

10th January, 1910, 

52 

48 

46 

52 

~ 


48 

' 


Female Side, 


19th December, 1909, 

46 

44 ! 

38 


46 

50 

42 

70 

20th „ ., ! 

40 | 

u 

30 

- 

32 

38 

32 

93 

21st „ „ 

44 

a 

40 


40 

58 

46 

94 

10th January, 1910, 

48 

50 

46 


48 

62 

48 



OMAGH DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 26tii Octoueb, 1909. 

On my visit to this asylum to-day I found that there were seven 
patients more on the register than at the date of my last statutory 
visit about a year ago. The admissions, discharges, and deaths 
since then arc shown in the following Table: — 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On the register at last visit (30 th October, 1908;, 

425 

372 

797 

Admitted since, ..... 

95 

92 


Total, 

520 

461 

984 

Discharged “ not insane,” 

Discharged recovered, .... 

Discharged unrceovorcd, .... 

48 

14 

1 

49 

12 

1 

97 

26 

56 

Died, ...... 

27 

29 

Total, 

S9] g 

91 

180 

On the register on the 26 th October, 1909, 

431 

373 

804 

1 

Absent on probation, .... 

- 


Absent on pass. ..... 

- 

~ 

1 

Absent by escape, ..... 

1 


Resident on the 26th October, 1909, 

430 

j 372 

802 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



•U'P E-l District Asylums. 139 

This Table shows that the male patients have increased by six and 
the females by one, so that the overcrowding referred to in the last 
reDort is greater than before. 

Of the 802 patients now in the asylum, 557 (283 males and 274 
females) are primarily chargeable to the County Tyrone, and 245 
(147 males and 98 females) to the County Fermanagh. 

' Contributions in respect of the maintenance of 37 of the patients 
(25 males and 12 females) are received from relatives or out of their 
own property, at rates varying from £5 to £26 2s. per annum. 


The following Table shows the number of patients for whom the 
buildings provide proper accommodation : — 




1 


Total 

— 

Day Rooms. 

Dormitories, j 

Single Rooms ; 

Sleeping Ac- 
commodation. 

— 

Males, . 

370 

354 . 

47 

401 

Females, 

306 

325 

62 

3S7 

Total, . 

676 

1 679 

109 

788 

. 


From this Table it will be seen that the day-rooms are over- 
crowded by 60 on the male, and 66 on the female side, while, 
although there is a small margin for future admissions on the 
side, the sleeping quarters on the male side are also overcrowded, 
there being 29 patients ill excess of the legitimate accommodation. 

The provision of additional dayroom accommodation for both 
sexes, as well as further sleeping accommodation for males, is, there- 
fore, a matter of urgency, and, in connection with this subject, 1 
would also again call attention to the necessity for a proper male 
hospital, as, apart from other considerations, unfortunately in this, 
as in some other asylums, casualties frequently occur involving 
serious operations, which have at present to be performed under 
very unfavourable conditions. 

None of the deaths since last visit call for any special remarks, all 
having been due to natural causes. 

In one case, in which the patient died a day after liis admission to 
the asylum, a coroner’s inquest was held, and the jury returned a 
verdict of death from apoplexy supervening on alcoholic poisoning 
This patient, when admitted, had a wound on the back of ms head 
and a number of contusions on his face and arms, caused by falls 
sustained owing to his inability to take care of himself. 

In 15 of the 56 deaths post-mortem examinations were made by 
the medical staff, and ill five cases bedsores existed at the time of 
death. One patient, who is at present suffering from a bedsore, is 
on a water bed. . ... 

The list of casualties is again heavy, 13 having occurred since last 
inspection. Two of them were fractured bones, and one a sprained 
ankle, resulting from accidental falls; one was a fractured rib, the 
cause of which could not be ascertained; one patient lost the top of 
a finger by having a door slammed on it; in the cases of three 
patients bones were fractured, and in one case dislocated, as the 
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result of being knocked down by fellow patients; two patients sus- 
tained severe wounds on the nose and eye through being struck or 
kicked by others; another patient had liis thumb bitten; and, lastly, 
a patient fractured another’s skull by striking him with a large 
piece of coal. Fortunately, none of these casualties proved fatal. 

Various forms of zymotic disease have appeared since last inspec- 
tion. Two cases of enteric fever occurred on the female side, and 
both ended fatally. Two of each sox suffered from erysipelas, with 
a' fatal result in one of the male cases. Four males were attacked by- 
dysentery, five females by influenza, four females by German 
measles, and one male by cellulitis, but in all these cases the patients 
recovered. 

A good many patients (27 in all) were confined to bed to-day. 
Sixteen (6 males and 10 females) are seriously ill, and 11 (5 males 
and 6 females) are suffering from minor ailments. 

Twenty-four patients of each sox are returned as being epileptics, 
and 22 males and 24 females are regarded as actively suicidal. Of 
these two classes 40 males and 48 females are kept under special 
observation. 

There are no cases of general paralysis of the insane at present 
under treatment. 

The percentage of recoveries on the admissions since the date of 
the last inspection has been 50'5 amongst the males, and 53'3 amongst 
the females. 

Neither mechanical restraint nor seclusion has been used in the 
treatment of the patients during the period under review. 

Twelve patients escaped from tho institution — an unusually large 
number — but they were all re-taken within three days of their 
escape at the furthest. 

Four hundred and two patients (244 males and 158 females) are 
returned as being able to attend the Etonian Catholic Service, and 
145 (82 males and 63 females) go to the throe Protestant Services— 
Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Methodist. 

About throe hundred and ton (210 males and 100 females) are 
able to be present at the associated entertainments, and, in addition 
to the weekly dance and usual indoor and outdoor games, theatricals, 
concerts, &c., have boon got up for their amusement, while some 
have been taken to local shows, sports, and circus performances. 


[Tadsb. 
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The various ways in which the patients were employed to-day, and 
the numbers engaged, are. shown in the following Table: 


Nature of Employment. 


Assisting attendants in the ' 
As garden or field labourers 
As storekeepers, 

As messengers, 

As plumber, 

As mason, 

As carpenters, 

As paiuters, 

As tailors, 

As shoemakers, 

As upholsterers, 

As blacksmith, 

Whitening and colour 
In the kitchen, 

In the laundry, 

In officers’ quarters. 

At needlework, 

At knitting, 


•ing walls, 


rards, 


Total employed, 


Males. 

Females. 

89 

69 

115 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

l ■ 2 

— 

4 

— 

3 

— 

7 

7 

1 

— - 

8 

— 

4 

5 

3 

35 

1 

1 



58 

— 

1 109 

.218 

| 284 


In addition to ordinary repairs and painting, the asylum staff, 
with the assistance of some of the patients, have been engaged m 
reclaiming about an acre of waste land, re-making the boundary 
fences around the farm, constructing a liquid manure tank, and 
removing a mound of earth from the terrace near the fever annexe. 

It would improve the light and ventilation of the female hospital 
if the hank in front of it were cut away. ... , 

The temperature, taken in various parts of the institution, ranged 
from 48 to 56 degrees Fahr. More heat is required in the dormitory 
formed out of the upper part of the old Chapel, and I would suggest 
that the heating system should he extended from the fever annexe 
to the female hospital. . 

In going through the asylum, I felt the temperature in many ot 
the wards very low, and, considering that so many of the insane 
suffer from feeble circulation, and that adequate heat and light are 
so important in the treatment of melancholia— a form of insanity 
which is, unfortunately, very prevalent in this country, it is most 
essential that a sufficiently warm temperature should be maintained 
throughout the wards, and that they should be well , lighted when 
occupied by patients after sunset. 4 

River water is being laid on to the bathrooms, which, have 
hitherto been supplied entirely from . the deep well, hut the well 
water will he continued for the hot water supply. Every care must 
be taken to ensure that the patients are not allowed to drink any 
water which is not absolutely pure. . , 

I examined the provisions in store, and found them of good 
quality. The fresh meat, killed .in the asylum slaughter-house, was 
also satisfactory. Two-thirds of the milk required in the institution 
is now supplied from the asylum farm. 

I saw the patients at dinner, which consisted of boiled beet, vege- 
table soup," potatoes, and cabbage, all of good quality, except the 
potatoes, many of which were burrowed through by woims. 
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The couduct of the patients was quiet and orderly. Some ot them 
complained to me of the dietary generally, but to-day the supply 
certainly seemed sufficient. 

The patients were clean and tidy in tlieir persons, and their cloth- 
ing was good. 

The beds were also clean and well kept, and the bed-covering, in 
two casos taken at random, weighed 21 lbs. and 19^ lbs. respectively. 

Amongst the female patients were some imbecile children, whose 
condition could be greatly improved if there were public institutions 
in this country, such as exist in England and Scotland, for the 
training and education of such children. 

I examined the medical records, and found them carefully written 
up by Dr. O'Doherty, the Assistant Medical Officer, whose devotion 
to his duties continues to merit every commendation. 

As there are now over 800 patients in the asylum, the writing-up of 
the details of each case imposes a task which is too heavy for one 
officer to perform in addition to his other duties. In order to lighten 
this labour, and to facilitate the reference to previous records, I 
would suggest that “ loose-leaf ” Case-books, which are now in use in 
some asylums, should be obtained. 

The registers kept by Mr. Creery, the Clerk, were found carefully 
written up. 

Dr. Carre, the Resident Medical Superintendent, continues to 
take a great interest in the administration of the asylum, and the 
welfare of the patients committed to his charge. 


26th October, 1909. 


RICHMOND DT STRICT ASYLUM (INCLUDING PORTRANE> 
RICHMOND. 


Inspected on 29tli and 3()tu Novembeii, and 1st and 2nd 
Deoemiiisb, 1909. 

There are at present on tlio statutory books of the two institutions 
(Richmond and Portranc) the names of 3,138 patients, of whom 
1,582 (746 men and 83C women) aro located at the Richmond, and 
1,551 (328 men and 723 women) at Portranc, whilst one man and 
two women are out on trial, and two men who escaped have not ye 
boon re-taken. , 

Since the last official inspection, oil the 18th December, 1908, 5 
patients (297 men and 214 women) have boon admitted to the two 
institutions, 262 have been discharged, and 282 have died, resulting 
in a decrease, during the intervening period, of 33 (14 men and 
women). 

At the Richmond Asylum extensive structural works are at pr 
sent in progress, embracing additions to the male house, the conver 
sion of the detached block into an infirmary, and the provision o 
now boilers and a new heating system in the female house. 
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Since the last inspection much lias been done, especially in the 
plastering of the walls in the male house, a work which, though re- 
quiring much energy and perseverance to carry out in so large a 
building, will amply repay any trouble and expense involved, im- 
provin' 1 , as it does so much, the sanitary condition, the appearance, 
and the’ brightness of the wards. 

New floors have been laid in a large section of the ground floor of 
the male house. 

The new Board room and Committee room at Grangegorman are 
now approaching completion. These rooms will set free some of the 
best accommodation in the female house, at present used as a Board 
room. 

It is to be hoped that when this work is completed, steps will be 
taken to provide visiting-rooms in both houses. At present a large 
and important day-room in each house is appropriated to this pur- 
pose. The visitors’ are numerous, and require a large space for their 
accommodation, but, as they only spend a short time in the insti- 
tution, the rooms set apart for their use need not be of a very sub- 
stantial or elaborate nature. Perhaps the wooden buildings on the 
female side, now used as workrooms, might, for the present, serve 
the purpose. On the male side a new building would be required. 

Something lias been done to improve the outlook at Grangegorman 
by the removal of some of the high walls, so as to afford more light 
and air. 

The patients were clean and neat m their personal appearance, 
and well dressed. The material for the clothing is, in great part, 
manufactured in the institution. 

Except as regards their detention, the patients were remarkably 
free from complaints. 

Scattered through the wards of the Richmond and Portrane 
Asylums are to be found a number of imbecile children associating 
with the adult insane. This association cannot be for the benefit of 
either, as the time and attention of the staff are occupied m looking 
after these helpless children, who only learn to copy the bad habits 
of their elders. Furthermore, they are exposed to all sorts of 
dangers in such an establishment. In so large and populous a dis- 
trict it should be possible to obtain and set apart a ward m some 
workhouse, where all the imbecile children could be collected m suffi- 
cient numbers to render it economically possible to provide ^n ade- 
quate staff for their care and training. Under the Poor Afflicted 
Persons Relief (Ireland) Act, 1878 (41 and 42 Vic., cap. 60), section 
4, provision exists for sending such children to any workhouse, and 
for contributing towards their maintenance therein. 

The dinner, which was served in the hall, on one of the days of 
my visit, consisted of fish, with sauce and potatoes, followed by rice 
pudding. It was decently and regularly served, and partaken of m 
good order and auietude on the part of the patients. _ 

The bedding has been increased, and the overclothmg now weighs 
18 lbs., an improvement on the past, although, owing to the want of 
any artificial heating, the temperature m some of the dormitories 

must be very low. , , ., 

In one of the wooden buildings, temporarily used as. a dormitory 
during the building operations, an extra blanket is given, as this 
building is more exposed to cold. 

The causes of the deaths in the asylum call for no special remarks. 
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One coroner’s inquest was held, in a case of sudden death f rom 
rupture of the aorta. 

In 18 cases the cause of death was verified by post mortem examina- 
tion . 

Thirty-seven deaths, or 24 per cent, of the total in the Richmond, 
were dim to tubercular disease. Over 27 per cent, of the male 
deaths were caused by general paralysis of the insane, and at present 
40 male and 5 female patients are suffering from that disease. 

Durine the year the following cases of zymotic disease appeared in 
tlm asvlum viz— 20 cases of dysentery, 11 cases of erysipelas (almost 
all on the female side), and 3 cases of typhoid fever. 

The casualties, of a serious, but nou-fatal character comprised 
Pvaohires of bones in nine instances, seven of which were due to acci- 
dental falls and two to other accidental causes. A male patient also 
“d a dXcation of the thumb in a struggle whh attendants 
whom he had attacked, and a woman was wounded on the forehead by 

another patient. _ 

The records of restraint and seclusion show that one female patient 
continues to require restraint, in order to protect her from her fixed 
desire to injure her eyes. 

rw hundred and thirty-two men and 41 women have been se- 
cluded— the men^n 1 ,133^occasions for a total of 12,595 hours, and 
the women on 1,175 occasions for 8,453 hours in all. 

Two men attempted to escape, but were absent from the | 
for only one night. Two others escaped, and had not, at the time 
of the visit, been re-taken. ± , ,, 

Praiseworthy efforts are still made to afford employment i for aH 

={ srtsisrsit s ££ - 

Fiftv ner cent of the patients attend their respective places “ 
On last Sunday ^79 were at Mass, 99 atonded theEp, 
copalian, and 13 the Presbyterian S orvice. The Chaplains ^ 
constant in their ministrations to the spmtual 

P The staff of attendants and .nurses gives 
over 13 patients on the male side, and of 

"^o attendants have been added to the staff to take charge of 
patients transferred to Grangegorman. . _ , Attendant 

The night staff, on the male side consists ° £ pi e S Nurse and 15 
and 11 attendants, and on the female side, of a Head JNur 

Forty -seven male attendants and 52 female attenda ^ 

mend Asylum hold the certificate of the 

ciation for proficiency m mental 8> ^ e g i Te n by tie 

of the female staff are attending the lectures wMon 
medical officers to prepare them for the next 0 con . 

It is to be hoped that, when the 
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Dr Donelan is assisted by four Assistant Medical Officers, by 
whom the Case-books continue to be kept with the scientific care 
which has been always noted at this asylum. The “Kalamazoo” 
system of loose leaves has been adopted for the Case-books. This, it 
il 'to be hoped, will in time lessen the number of volumes which must 
now greatly increase the labour of case-taking. 

2nd December, 1909. 


PORTE ANE. 

Inspected on 7th and 8th December, 1909. 

Since December 18th, 1908, when this asylum was last reported 
on 81 men and 103 women have been sent down from the Richmond, 
and one male has been admitted direct under the statutory rules. 
Twelve patients have been discharged recovered or relieved; 16 were 
sent back to the Richmond; and 131 (68 men and 63 women) have 
died, leaving on the books the names of 1,548 patients, m the pro- 
portion of 826 men to 722 women. Of these, one man is absent by 

Amongst the improvements and building alterations which have 
been carried out since the last inspection, may be mentioned the 
addition to the administrative block of a residence for one of the 
assistant medical officers. This building will provide a comfortable 
house, with good diningroom, drawingroom, kitchen, and bedrooms. 

Additional emergency doors have been provided on each side from 
the back stairs of the chronic blocks, and two additional exit doom 
have been put in the wooden buildings, to facilitate escape m case of 
fire. Further steps should, however, be taken to provide ample 
means of escape from all these rooms in case of fire. The patients 
sleeping in these dormitories are old and helpless. Under existing 
arrangements there might be some delay in getting them all out, m 
the confusion and darkness which would probably exist on an out- 
break of fire, and in a few minutes many of them would succumb to 
the smoke and heat. It is, therefore, suggested that in each dormi- 
tory at least one window on each side of the room, should be made to 
open from the bottom to a sufficient height to allow the patients to 

be lifted out, on an emergency . , . . 

Many of the dayrooms have been painted and decorated, giving 
them a cheerful and home-like appearance. Amongst these, the 
infirmary wards on each side have been very tastefully done up, and 
now afford most comfortable accommodation for the treatment of 
the sick, being, as they are, well heated and well ventilated. 

Various other parts of the institution, including single rooms, 
lavatories, and passages, have been painted or distempered. 

The appearance of the wards and the comfort of the patients have 
also been improved and added to by supplying mirrors in the sitting- 
rooms and dressingrooms, and also a few pictures, curtains, and 
inexpensive ornaments. It is to be hoped that these efforts to render 
the surroundings of the patients more attractive will continue, as the 
results always tend to produce quietude and good conduct among the 
insane. An open book-case in each day-room, with a few cheap 
books and hound illustrated magazines, might tend to occupy the 
attention of some who still take an interest in such things. 
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A good deal lias boon done in laying out tbe grounds and in 
levelling the mounds of earth which were left after the building was 
completed, and which have in the past alforded, and will, for some 
years to come, afford a constant source of employment to the staff 
and patients. By degrees the grounds in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the buildings are getting into shape, and assuming a more 
regular and finished appearance. The inner courts are also being 
cultivated, and converted into gardens furnished with plants and 
flowers . 

A new lodge lias been built at the entrance gate, and the old 
lodge, which was falling into ruin, has been removed. 

Outdoor sanitary accommodation has been provided for the use of 
the patients on the exorcise grounds. 

Having regard to the number of. aged and debilitated patients in 
this establishment, the mortality rate, which is about 8-5 per cent, 
of the average number resident, cannot be considered high, nor do 
the causes of' death call for any special remarks, except in one case, 
in which death was the result of drowning. The patient escaped 
from the grounds, and was immediately followed by an attendant, 
but, on reaching the shore, lie rushed into the water, swam out to 
sea’ and was drowned. This death was the subject of a coroner’s 
inquest and an inquiry on oatli. No blame, however, was attributed 
to tbe staff in connection with the matter. 

Thirty per cent, of tlie deaths were due to tuberculosis, and 4 per 
cent., all on the female side, were caused by general paralysis of the 

insane. , - , 

The only zymotic diseases during the year were 5 cases of ery- 
sipelas amongst the women, and an outbreak of diarrhoea, which at- 
tacked 9 men and 7 women. 

The only serious accidents wore five fractures of bones, the result 
of falls or assaults by other patients. 

Amongst so many old and fcoblo patients a large number must 
always be on the sick list. At the time of the visit 71 were m bed 
(22 men and 49 women), but, of these, only 29 were seriously ill, the 
rest wore suffering from minor ailments or from old age and debility. 
Three were kept in bed owing to excitement. Eight per cent, of tb 
patients are epileptic, and 3 men and 4 women are returned as 
suffering from general paralysis of tbe insane. 

Both men and women wore fairly quiet and well conducted. They 
were decently and suitably dressed. 

Night-dressos are provided in the observation dormitories. 

The returns show that, exclusive of ward workers 38 per cenirf 
the men and 37 per cent, of the women are industriously emp y ^ 
At this season of tho year it is difficult to emp oy m J ’ P 
outdoor work, otherwise the percentage of men ■ employed ^woum ^ 
higher. A greater number of tho women might occupy th 
some simple g work, such as knitting At the same time , it 
remembered that the majority of the patients here 
as to be almost incapable of making themselves useful m any way 

About 47 per cent, are brought to their respective , p ^ 
worship. On last Sunday 646 were present at M« _ 
the Protestant Service. The Chaplains are constant n tn 
ance. At no other Irish asylum are there so many une 
out by the institution, at which their services are q 
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rim-intr the year one man has been restrained by straps holding 
his bends to his side, on account of his attempts to injure himself. 
The employment of leather straps is, however, not m accordance with 
the regulations. 

Four men and 11 women have been secluded— the men on 7 occa- 
sions for 47 hours, and the women on 287 occasions for 373 hours in 

all. . .... 

Seven men and one woman attempted to escape. One man is stilt 
at large, but the others were brought back after from one to two 
nights 5 absence. 

The dormitories were in good order, and the floors well kept. The 
beds and bedding are of excellent quality, but although the wards 
° “ heated, the overelothing is still much too light for this season of 
the year, weighing only 14 lbs., and under-blankets have not yet 
been supplied except where waterproof sheets are used. 

The dinner, of beef with potatoes and other vegetables which was 
served to both men and women in tlie hall on one of the days of my 
visit appeared to be of good quality, and sufficient m quantity. 
There seems to be enough room in the hall, but the pass: ""“V 
where a large number of the women have their meals, was much 
overcrowded. 

No change appears to have been made in the strength of the staff 
Owing to the number of attendants and nurses employed at various 
household duties, it is difficult to make out the exact piopoiticm 
attendants to patients, hut in some, of the wards the proportion ap- 
peared to be low. 

' Thirty of the male and 28 of the female attendants hold the cer- 
tificate ^f the Medico-Psychological Association for proficiency in 
mental nuking, and lectures are given by the Assistant Medica 
Officers aid instruction by the Head Attendants m the course of 
training laid down for that certificate. 

The medical staff remains unchanged, and the various medical 
books and records continue to be kept with great care and accuiacy. 

8th December, 1909. 


SLIGO DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 25th and 26th August, 1909. 

Although this asylum was visited on April 28th, it will serveji 
more useful purpose to give the statistics fi om 
published report, viz. : — 15t-b. October, lyUo. 

On that date there were on the books the names of 6^8 Patient^ m 
the proportion of 393 males to 255 females Since then H 6 have 
been admitted; 50 have been discharged , an > 

« «* present date B4 nnd.t «... ^ 

women, making an increase, in lU-g monuns, 

women. L 
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As the existing accommodation provides room for only 596, tie 
institution is overcrowded by 78. 

No provision exists for the reception of fresh cases, nor have auv 
steps as yet been taken in tlic district to deal with the claims of the 
imbeciles and chronic insane scattered through the various work- 
houses in the two counties, of whom at present there are about 50. 

Additional accommodation to meet the future wants of tile district 
would, therefore, be required for about 150. 

The only structural work carried out since the last report was 
made, has been the completion of the repairs to the boiler chimney 
and the fitting up of a new lightning conductor. 

The painting and plastering of the internal walls are still in pro- 


gress. 

Much, however, still remains to be done. 

On the top story many of the walls are as yet unplastered, and the 
corridors in connection with the kitchen and laundry are sadly in 
need of improvement. 

With such a large start of artizans as are employed, these very 
necessary works ought to be speedily carried out. 

The mortality rate is still somewhat above the average of similar 
institutions in Ireland, being 8-6 per cent, of the average number 
resident during 1908, that for all Ireland being 7-1. 

Two of the deaths since the date of the last report were caused by 
enteric fever, of which there were four cases, during the year. 
Tubercular disease is assigned as the cause in 42'5 per cent, ot the 
total number— a high percentage, and one pointing to the advisa- 
bility of taking stops to improve the sanitary condition of the insti- 
tution and the general health of the patients. One death was due 
to general paralysis of the insane. 

In five cases the cause of death was verified by post-mortem 
examination. 

The only serious casualty reported was a fracture of one o te 
bones of the arm sustained in a struggle with an attendant. 

There is no return of seclusion having been adopted since last visit, 
but at the time of the visit yesterday 16 patients (5 men and 
women) were confined to bed on account of violence and excitemen . 
During the period under review mechanical restraint was ma e - 
of in the treatment of 12 patients (9 men and 3 women) for a .tots 
period of 539 hours. Resort to the use of restraint is no* - less in _ 
quent in institutions for the insane than in the past, 
not at any time made use of, and it is a significant fac ^ 

of the largest asylums mechanical restraint can be a g 
pensed with. ' , , 

One female and five male patients are reported to have a 
to escape, and were absent from the asylum from one o g 
The bedding throughout the wards was clean, but no under- 
blankets are provided, and the bedding is not so tidaly airanged^ 
is customary to find in an institution of this c ass. 
would add to the comfort and rest of those occupying ' 

The women were dressed in calico gowns. They were fairy cea 
and tidy. 
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, , 01 ^ qv j. f nr ii-e U se of the more troublesome 

tU n theTemale side' there was less noise and excitement than 
patients on » s ^ s0 {ar away f ro m the exercise 

at the last visit, I for tMg dass of the insane, who re- 

^e to" have constant enjoyment of, and easy access to the open 

“The men’s clothing is of suitable material, and they were decently 

^neither side are bath towels provided, sheets only being used for 

^No^niprovement j™tin mugs^and^ate^w^^s^ms- 

of th § e men and 5 0 per cent, of 
farm - , at the respective places of worship. 

2d SI attended the Peeteeft 8-™; ^ ^ wilh 

As pointed out m the ’ e ’ spe cially having regard to the 

amount of '%£&> bJ Plaint amongst 

the patients. , • accorda/iicc with tlie 

^ however ’ with 

advantage, be improved. 18 f eIna le atten- 

js s “ £■: *p^rs ?— te « p-ti...., 

and 1 nurse to 15 females. , num ber of artizans era- 

!»«»» ** »*'“ * 

female side, take into oonsideiation employme nt m the wards 

as regards ^height should be' laid down. 

26th August, 1909. 


WATERFORD DISTRICT ASYLUM. 

Inspected ok 3ed Novembeb, 1909. 

1 , j t found that little change had 

On my visit to this to-day ^ date of my col- 

taken place in the ™“ b fl °* J ? b J 1908, there being now only five 
league’s visit on the 22nd Decern ^ having decreased by one, 
patients more in residence, the mar D 3 
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while the females increased by six. The following TaH» . 1 , „ 

admissions, discharges, and deaths since the date mrationld ^ ^ 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

On the register at last visit (22ml December, 1908) 
Admitted siuco, . . . . ’ 

326 

29 

272 

33 

59g 

62 

Total, . 

355 

305 

660 

Discharged recovered, 



18 

Discharged unrecovered, 

5 

2 

Do., not insane, 

2 

12 

7 

Died, . 

17 

3 

29 

Total, . 

30 

27 

57 

On the register on 3rd November, 1909, . 

Absent on probation, on pass, or by escape, ’ 

325 

278 

603 

Resident on the 3rd November, 1909, 

325 

278 

603 


The percentage of recoveries on the admissions during the period 
covered by this Table was 37'9 amongst the males, and 2T2 amongst 
the females, giving an average percentage of 29'0. 

Of the 603 patients oil the books of the institution, 407 (242 males 
and 165 females) are primarily chargeable to the County, and 196 
(83 males and 113 females) to the City of Waterford. 

The death-rate in this asylum, which for many years has been ex- 
tremely low, and during 1907 and 1908 was the lowest of all the 
Irish District Asylums, continues to be below the average. During 
the period under review none of the deaths resulted from accident 
or suicide, and in no case was a coroner’s inquest deemed necessary. 

Th cause of death was verified by post-mortem examination in six 
of the twenty -nine cases. 

No zymotic disease appeared in the institution since the date of 
the last inspection, and only three casualties occurred, viz.: — a 
fracture of the forearm, and another of the thigh-bone, both the re- 
sult of falls, and another fracture of the forearm caused by a blow 
inflicted by a fellow-patient. 

I found 22 patients confined to bod to-day, 6 of them (5 males and 
1 female) being seriously ill ; 13 (5 males and 8 females) suffering 
from minor ailments; one of each sex unable to get up owing to the 
debility of old age; and one woman was kept in bed in consequence 
of being very excited. 

One of the patients suffers from a bedsore; 41 (21 males and 20 
females) are epileptics ; and 10 of each sex are returned as being 
actively suicidal. 

Forty-six (24 males and 22 females) of these latter classes are kept 
under special observation. 

There are no cases of general paralysis of the insane at present 
under treatment, and none of the deaths since last visit were due to 
this cause. 

No escapes occurred, now were any attempts to escape made. 
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Meclianical restraint, by means of gloves, was used in the treat- 
ment of two males and one female, for 898 hours in all, to prevent 
them from injuring themselves, and in one male case for 345 hours, 
for surgical reasons ; while two males were restrained by a canvas- 
jacket, for 22 hours in one, and 3 hours in the other case, to prevent 
self-injury. 

Five males and three females were placed in seclusion, on ten 
occasions, for twelve hours in all, in the male cases, and on ten 
occasions for 67 hours in the female cases. 

The following Table shows the number of patients employed to- 
day, and the nature of the employment: — 



Numbers. 

Nature of Employment. 

Males. 

Females. 

Assisting attendants in the wards, 

83 

68 

55 

As garden or field labourers, • 


As storekeepers, ..•••- 




As carpenter, . . • • • 




As painters, ■ 



As tailors, * ' 



As shoemakers, ..-••• 



As upholsterers, . • 




As weavers, ..•••■ 

4’ 

In the kitchen, 

In the dining hall, • • 


11 


27 

In the laundry, . • 


52 

At needlework, ...••• 


25 

At knitting, ...••• 

At miscellaneous work, . 

11 

5 



Total employed, 

186 

179 


In addition to the general repairs, where necessary throughout the 
buildings, the asylum stag, with the assistance of some ot 
patients, put two new windows in the dormitory of No. ^ 

The drying closet of the laundry require enlargement and a 
larger washer is wanted in the general washing room. The meat 
store also requires to be enlarged. 

The religious ministrations of the patients receive due attention 
and a heating system has been introduced into the Roman Pathol 
Chapel. Three hundred and seventy-five patients (201 males and 
174 females) are able to attend the Catholic Service, and 15 (4 males 
and 11 females) the Protestant Service. 

Concerts, magic lantern exhibitions and gramophone recitals are 
frequently given for the amusement of the patients, and a number 
of them were taken for pic-nics at the seaside on four occasions dur- 
ing the summer. One hundred and ninety-eight (76 males and 122 
females) are able to be present at the weekly dances. 

The condition of the female ward for troublesome cases has been 
improved, and the number of patients in it, which at one time was 
over sixty, has been reduced to 34. The patients in this waid are 
now much less noisy than formerly. 
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Steps should be taken to have the male exercise ground removed 
further Irom that used by the females. 

The dietary is satisfactory, and the conduct of the patients at 
dinner was quiet and orderly. The dinner t.o-day consisted of soup, 
potatoes and other vegetables, and bread. All the patients dine in 
the general hall, except those in hospital and the troublesome 
females. 

The patients were clean and tidy, and their clothing was good. 

The beds and bedding are satisfactory, and the weight of the 
bed-clothes, in two eases taken at random, was 284 lbs. and 30} lbs., 
respectively. 

All the women are gradually being supplied with night-dresses. 

No change has taken place in the strength of the staff since last 
visit. 

I examined the medical records, and found them, as usual, care- 
fully written up by Dr. FitzGerald, the Assistant Medical Officer. 

The general condition of the institution is satisfactory. 

3rd November, 1909. 
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PRIVATE ASYLUMS AND INSTITUTIONS FOR THE 

INSANE. 


ARMAGH RETREAT PRIVATE ASYLUM. 


Inspected on 6th April, 


1909. 


I visited this asylum to-day, and saw all the patients resident. I 
had special interviews with those who wished to speak to me. 

Since the date of the last statutory visit, on the 11th August ’ 
two males and five females have been admitted, a male and a female 
were discharged, and two males and a female died, leaving fourteen 
oentlemenand twenty ladies resident under certificates. The lady 
Iho was residing voluntarily at the time of the last visit has left 
j i B now only one gentleman residing here as a volunta } 

suffer from epilepsy. , . _i 

The records show that, since the date of the last visit 

sKtftfSs: rsans zzzssr*. .»«> ***. 

amounting to H hours altogether. # , 

Nine gentlemen and five ladies attend Divine Service, J hlcl ”^ ele ; 
brated in the house, and five of each sex are able to go to Church 

fourteen gentlemen are able to Uhe walk ing J j^ng ^ercise, 

and also to engage in outdoor games, ana twmmy 

also able to take walks and drives. . 

A number of the male patients amuse themselves by gardening, 
and some of the ladies occupy themselves at needlework, &c. 

The house has recently been repainted throughout, and most o 
the rooms have been re-carpeted. 

No change has taken place in the staff. 

I examined the asylum records, and found them duly written up 
to date. 

6th April, 1909. 
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ARMAGH RETREAT PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 8tii July, 1909. 

The lasl visit to this asyl um was paid on April 6th o! the present 
year. Since then three patients (one lady and two gentlemen) hare 
been admitted. The particulars as to the mental condition of these 
patients were, entered by me in the Patients’ Book. Three patients 
(two ladies and one gentleman) were discharged. Of these, the 
gentleman had recovered, and also one of the ladies. The other lady 
had improved, and was discharged relieved. 

The voluntary hoarder, whom I saw on my last visit, still continues 
to reside here. 

One gentleman died of heart disease, after a short residence in the 
institution. 

No patient was confined to bed at the time of my visit. The 
general health was reported to be very good. Two of the gentlemen 
and one lady are returned as suffering from epilepsy. 

One gentleman was restrained in a strait waistcoat for two hours, 
for dangerous maniacal excitement, and the same patient was se- 
cluded on eleven occasions, for a total duration of 54 hours since last 
visit. 

Niue gentlemen and five ladies attend Divine Service in the house, 
and five of each sex are able to go to Church outside. 

The patients’ amusements and occupations are practically the same 
as set forth in the memorandum of inspection on April 6tlr. 

I had private interviews with two patients, ancl I was present at 
the dinner, which consisted of cold meat (two kinds) and two hot 
vegetables, followed by stewed fruit. The. patients seemed satisfied, 
and the house continues to be clean and well kept. 

I examined the Case-hooks, which were duly written up. 

8th July, 1909. 


BELMONT PARK. PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 23hd March, 1909. 

At the present date there are 62 gentlemen under certificates and 
one voluntary hoarder on the register of this asylum. Since t e 
23rd September, 1908, the date of my last visit, 10 gentlemen have 
been admitted, 9 have been discharged, and 3 have died. 

The old gentleman who resides as a voluntary boarder was in 
residence at the time of the last visit, and no others have come m in 
that capacity. 

The deaths were registered as due to (1) heart disease, (-) P neu 
inonia, and (3) pleurisy and perforation of the bowel. 

Seclusion does not appear to have been resorted to with any 
patient since the last visit, hut restraint was used in the case o one 
patient for 119 hours to prevent self-injury. There are no entries o 
any accidents or casualties. 
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Thirty patients usually attend Mass, which is celebrated in the 
institution, and a daily visit is paid by the Chaplain. 

Twenty-eight gentlemen are able to be taken out for country 
walks, and 12 enjoy driving exercise. 

Several entertainments, limelight exhibitions and gramophone re- 
citals, are stated to have been provided. 

Fourteen patients are able to make themselves useful in the house 

and grounds. . , , . , ... 

The new admissions appear suitable cases for asylum care. All 
were fairly neat and tidy. The house was generally in good order, 
but more care should be given to the making of the beds. In all 
cases where waterproof sheets are used, an under blanket should also 
be provided. 

The re-building of the block occupied by the more troublesome 
patients is in progress. Already the foundations are being laid, and 
it. is expected to be completed at an early date, and will afford addi- 
tional accommodation of modern type. 

A oood deal has been done to improve the bedrooms on the top 
story,” referred to in last report, by renewing the floors and covering 
them' with linoleum, and also by painting and decoration. 

The staff still consists of twelve Brothers, a Head Attendant, and 
six paid attendants. One paid attendant is on duty during the 
night. 

The various books and registers are kept up to date. 

23rd March, 1909. 


BELMONT PARK PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 2nd November, 1909. 

When this institution was last visited by my colleague on the 23rd 
March, 1909, there were 62 patients resident under certificates, an 
one voluntary boarder. The latter still remains, and e c anges 
which have occurred amongst the certified patients are as o ow . 
six have been admitted ; the same number have been discharged re- 
covered ; and three have died— two from epilepsy and one from 
epilepsy and heart failure, leaving 59 now in residence. 

Three of the present inmates suffer from epilepsy, and one certi- 
fied patient and the voluntary hoarder were confined to bed to-day, 
but the general health since the date of last visit lias been goo . 

No casualties occurred, and the only record of the use o ® ec anl 
cal restraint or seclusion was in one case, in which the pa len w 
confined by a strait jacket for three hours owing to his violence. . 

Twenty-six of the patients are able to go for walks in the coun ry , 
nine are taken out driving ; and some have been taken for extended 
excursions and trips to the seaside. Sixteen occupy themselves at 
gardening, farming, carpentry, and housework. . 

Amusements, such as concerts, gramophone recitals, cinemat.- 
graph and magic lantern entertainments have been provide > id a 
tion to the ordinary indoor and outdoor games, in wine a ou - 
patients take part. 
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The Chaplain visits daily, and 35 of the patients are able to attend 
Divine Service, which is celebrated in the institution. None m t.. 
Church ontsiclc. 

The stall new consists of thirteen Brothers, a Head Attendant, and 
six ordinary attendants. One attendant is on duty at night. 

The reconstruction of the refractory ward occupied by the more 
troublesome patients, is now approaching completion. 

Most of the patients were walking in the grounds when I arrived, 
and the only complaints made wore those of unjust detention, which 
are common to the patients in all asylums. 

j examined the medical records, and found them written up u 
date. 

2nd November, 1909. 


BLOOMFIELD INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE. 

Inspected on 25th Januaby, 1909. 

There are at present on the books of this institution the names of 
14 gentlemen and 25 ladies under certificates, of whom one lady is 
absent on trial. In addition, one lady resides as a voluntary boarder. 

Since the date of the visit, on the 17tli June, 1908, four of each 
sex have been admitted, three have, been discharged, and three hare 
died. At the last visit there were two ladies residing as voluntary 
boarders, one of whom has since lelt. 

The deaths were registered as due to coma, heart failure, ana 
general paralysis of the insane, respectively. 

There is no record of any recourse to either restraint or seclusion 
during the period under review. , 

One gentleman and two ladies are confined to bed at present, suit - 
ing from chronic diseases. One genl Ionian and three ladies suffer 
from epilepsy. 

All were fairly quiet and well behaved. 

They were properly dressed, clean, and tidy. 

Four gentlemen and eleven Indies are returned as taking cai < c 

CX Five C gcntlemen and sixteen ladies are able to attend Dijme Service 
held in the institution ; whilst, one gentleman and five ladies aie aWe 
to go out to churches in tlio neighbourhood. As SatLn 
be present at, Divine Service, more frequent religions ™ , 

by clergymen of the various denominations would be o ° 

The amusements provided during the winter months are lecture* 
concerts, and magic lantern enter! aininents. „ p 

The staff consists of live men and six women ; whilst tli 

sex do duty during the night. ... . war dsand 

Much has been dono since the last visit to brigli , , py 

corridors, by painting the walls and woodwork in t, jj w 

decorating the wards; and by providing some new furniture, 
floors have been laid in some of the rooms. , of 

Additional diningrooms, especially on the male side, j ^ 
advantage, and the existing sit.tingroom on throwing tbe two 

male side might, with advantage, be enlarged by throwi g 
bedrooms in the reve hi to it. 
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The appliances for dealing with an outbreak of fire appear ade- 
quate and alternative outlets have been provided m all parts of the 

° ld T he various books ancl records continue, as heretofore, to be care- 
fully kept by Dr. Bewley, the Visiting Physician. 

25tli January, 1909. 


BLOOMFIELD INSTITUTION FOB. THE INSANE. 
Inspected on 1st July, 1909. 

Since the last visit was paid to this hospital eight patients (three 
gentlemen and five ladies) have been admitted ; two ladies have been 
discharged : and one of each sex has died, leaving on the hooks the 
names of 43 patients (16 gentlemen and 27 ladies). Of these, one 
lady is absent on trial. 

One old lady, suffering from the effects of cerebral haemorrhage 
continues to reside as a voluntary boarder. It is difficult to dead- 1 
how far she is able to understand her position, but she is so physical!) 
infirm asi to render it unwise to disturb her. 

The deaths were due to heart disease and senility, respectively. 

The general health has been very good. Only one lady is confined 
to bed, suffering from chronic disease. The greater number of the 
rest were out in the grounds. _ All were decently dressed, and ap- 
peared to be properly looked after. 

There is no record of any recourse to restraint or seclusion since 
last visit. 

Four gentlemen and 17 ladies go out driving Games, such as 
tennis and croquet, are provided, and it is recorded that some of the 
patients take an interest in gardening. 

About 24 patients attend Divine Service when held m the institu- 
tion, and one gentleman and five ladies are able to go to the services 
in the neighbouring churches. 

The staff consists of 8 male and 12 female attendants. Of these, 
three of each sex do duty during the night. 

Swanbrook, the detached villa, was particularly bright and cheer- 
ful, and much has been done to enliven the mam institution by 
papering and painting. There seems, however no valid reason why 
the remaining windows in the basement corridor on the male side, 
should not be lowered, as these windows could be made perfectly 
secure by suitable shutters. . . 

Nothing has been done as yet to provide additional dmmg accom- 
modation. „ „ , ,, Tl- 

The various statutory books continue to be carefully kep y 
Bewley, the Visiting Physician. 

1st July, 1909. 
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CARRTGLEA PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 24th March, 1909. 

There are at present 47 ladies resident in this establishment under 
certificates. 

Since the last inspection, on the 25tli September, 1908, ten ladies 
have come in ; eight have gone out, and one has died from diabetes. 

All are in good health. Unfortunately, the day was very wet, so 
that the patients were confined to the house; but, as a general rule, 
advantage is taken of the spacious and secluded grounds attached tu 
the institution which afford every opportunity for exercise in the 
open air. 

No one was in bed at the time of the visit, and no resort appears fa 
have been had to either restraint or seclusion during the period under 
review . 

A number of fresh cases have been admitted of late. All appear 
to be suitable, as regards their mental condition, for asylum care. 

The ladies were properly dressed, and neat and tidy in ap- 
pearance. Apart from appeals for discharge, no complaints were 
made. 

An excellent dinner was provided in the diningroom, and served 
with proper attention to the usages of society. 

A clergyman visits the house daily, and nearly all the patients 
attend Mass on Sundays and holidays. 

The house was in proper order. The old mansion is at present 
undergoing some repairs, but the rooms are in good order and are 
decently furnished. In the outside accommodation the dayrooms are 
small, and would be much improved by having porches erected to 
keep out) wind and rain. 

Concrete walks have been made to connect the various buildings, 
which will prove a great advantage in wet weather. 

Fourtoen of the community are in charge of the patients, and 
sleep in close proximity to them at night. At the same time, so 
many insane persons — some of them restless and excited— deman 
the constant care of a watch 1 ill stall on active duty dining t e nign . 

The books and registers are carefully kept by Dr. J. W. Williams, 
the Visiting Medical Officer. 

24th March, 1909. 


CARRIGLEA PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 4th November, 1909. 

Since the date of my colleague’s inspection of k° U f Lg^n 

24th March last, eleven patients have been admitted, 
discharged as recovered, live as nnrecovered, and one 
heart disease, leaving fifty ladies now in residence, , i_ 0 m 

The general health since the above date has been good, a J 
lady was confined to bed to-day. 
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\u casualties have occurred, and neither restraint nor seclusion 

has been used in the treatment of the patients. 

“ The ministration of religion continues as heretofore, and 35 patients 
are able to be present at Divine Service. _ 

About 40 are able to take outdoor exercise, and a number occupy 
themselves at painting, needlework, or gardening. 

In addition to enjoying the usual games, the patients have been 
amused by amateur theatricals, magic lantern and gramophone en- 
tertainments, and have had occasional pic-nics. 

No change has taken place in the staff. 

A new heating system is being introduced throughout the building. 
\ examined the medical records, and found them duly written up. 

I had private interviews with a few of the patients, at their 
request, but nothing calling for any action on my part arose out of 
these interviews. 

4th November, 1909. 


ELM LAWN PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 19th March, 1909. 

Since last visit, one lady has been discharged. There are still 
four ladies under certificates and two voluntary boarders. . 

Three of the ladies are very infirm and confined to bed, requiring 
great care and attention, which they seem to receive. 

There are three nurses under Miss Bernard’s special supervision. 
The house is in good order. 

19th March, 1909. 


ELM LAWN PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 3rd August, 1909. 

Since the last visit, on the 19th March, 1909, one lady has been 
admitted — a recurrent case — who has been twice here before. 

There are now five ladies under certificates and two volun ary 
boarders. . 

Some of the ladies are old and. infirm, but all seem wonderfully 
well, and appear to be carefully nursed. 

The house is in good order. One of the bedrooms has been 
papered and painted. 

3rd August, 1909. 
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FAKNHAM HOUSE AND MARYVILLE PRIVATE 
ASYLUMS. 

Inspected on 3rd March, 1909. 


The changes which have taken place amongst the population of 
these houses since the last report was made have been the admission 
of five males and one female, the discharge of five males and two 
females, and the death of one male, leaving at the present thus 
13 gentlemen and 22 ladies in residence under certificates. 

Amongst the voluntary boarders, three were in residence at the 
date of the last inspection. Since then one male has come in and 
two ladies have gone out, leaving at present one gentleman and one 
lady resident in that capacity. 


The death was due to pneumonia. 

There has been a good deal of illness, but most of the cases are 
now convalescent. At present one gentleman and five ladies are cou- 
finecl to bed from mental and bodily disease. Of these, one lady 
was in bed undergoing open-air treatment, of which Dr. Dawson 
speaks in high terms, owing to its soothing effect during excitement. 

There is no record of any resort to either restraint or seclusion 
during the period under review. 

The patients generally appear to be treated with great skill, kind- 
ness, and judgment. 

Six gentlemen and eight ladies are able to attend Divine Service, 
held every Sunday by the Vicar of the Parish. The Parish Priest 
also visits occasionally. Two gentlemen are able to go out to the 
neighbouring Church. 

Amusements are plentifully provided, and consist of a weekly 
dance, a monthly concert, and games— outdoor and indoor m 
which a number of the patients of both sexes take part. 


The asylum library is said to be freely made use of. 

The staff at present consists of a Head Attendant and five At- 
tendants on the male side, and, on the female side of a Matron, 
Assistant Matron, and nine nurses by clay. A nurse is on 


during the night. 

An addition has been made to the sanitary accommodation, and 
some of the bedrooms have been re-painted and re-papered. 

Dr. Dawson is now assisted by Dr. Torrens and Mr. Blake. 

The care with which the Case-book continues to be kept ' “ gjj 
ing of special notice. The progress of each case i syste matoj 
recorded, and the book affords all necessary information leg - 
the condition of the patients under care. 


3rd March, 1909. 
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FARNHAM HOUSE AND MARYVILLE PRIVATE 
ASYLUMS. 


Inspected on 22nd July, 1909. 

These licensed houses were last visited ou the 3rd March, 1909- 
There were then in residence 35 patients under certificates and two 
voluntary boarders. Since then, 11 patients (6 gentlemen and 5 
Indies) have been admitted ; 4 (2 of each sex) have been discharged , 
id 1 oentleinan has died, leaving on the books of the institution 
the names of 41 patients (16 gentlemen and 25 ladies), under ceiti- 
ticates. Of these, one gentleman is at present absent on trial. 

“ Six voluntary boarders (3 of each sex) have come into residence 
of whom 5 have since gone away, leaving 3 (1 gentleman and - 
ladies) at present residing on the premises in that capacity. 

The death was due to pernicious ansemia. 

One lady underwent a slight operation, and one gentleman was 
confined t 0 Y bed suffering from synovitis of the knee. Otherwise the 
general health has been excellent. 

5 Since the last visit one gentleman was secluded for half an hour, 
and two ladies have been treated with the wet pack, for 35 and -A 
hours respectively, to soothe their restlessness and violence. 

Eight ladies and' three gentlemen have been residing for a -month 
at a neighbouring seaside resort, and have been greatly benefited by 
their outing. 

Some of the ladies and gentlemen take part in outdoor games ; 
some gentlemen do a little gardening and mechanical work , and 
some ladies occupy themselves with housework and needlewor . 

About 28 ladies and gentlemen are able to attend the associate 
entertainments, garden parties, &c. Three gentlemen and 14 ladies 
are taken out driving. 

A service is held every Sunday in the Ghapel attached to the 
institution, at which about 17 patients gei nerally at tend. The 
Parish Priest occasionally visits any members of his flock m the 
establishment. Three gentlemen and one lady attend the ne g 
houring Church. 

The male staff consists of a Head Attendant and six Attendants 
Five of the attendants sleep in the rooms with the parents, , but 
there is no one on special night duty. On the female “ d . e j® iu „ 
Matron, Assistant Matron, and 11 nurses, and one does duty during 

the night. . . 

Some of the bedrooms, corridors, staircase, and sittmgrooms in 
the acute wing of the gentlemen’s house have been done up, and 
electric light has been provided for the strong rooms m this division. 

The various books and medical records continue to show that the 

condition of each patient is carefully and minutely studied. 

Dr. Dawson is now assisted by Dm J. Dunn who holds the posi- 
tion of Assistant Medical Officer, and by Mr. G. Gardiner., who 
as Resident Clinical Assistant. 

22nd July, 1909. 
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HAMPSTEAD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 12th EEnnuAiry, 1909. 

At present there are eighteen gentlemen under certificates, and 
one voluntary boarder. Since the last visit, on the 15th July, 1308, 
there have been two admissions and two discharges. At that time 
one gentleman resided as a voluntary boarder, but he has since left. 

The gentleman who has since come, and is here in that capacity, 
is quite unfit to continue in voluntary residence, and must be certi- 

Tliere has been no death or serious casualty, and all the gentle- 
men are said to have enjoyed excellent health. No one is confined 
to bed from bodily illness, and no entry has been made of any re- 
course to either restraint or seclusion since last visit. 

The patients appeared to be well attended to, and to receive kindly 
and judicious treatment. 

Seven gentlemen enjoy carriage exercise and extended walks, and 
IS take exercise in the garden. Efforts should be made to get as 
many as possible to walk round the grounds. 

A clergvman of the Episcopalian Church has held a service once a, 
month, at which 12 gentlemen arc able to attend, and 4 go to the 
neighbouring churches. A Catholic clergyman visits the members 
of his denomination. 

Four gentlemen are able to attend theatres and concerts outside, 
and some amuse themselves by gardening and wood-cutting. 

The staff consists of a Head Attendant and five ordinary Atten- 
dants, and one man is on duty during the night. 

The house is handsomely furnished, and is in the best of order. 

The various books and registers are carefully kept up to date by 
Dr. \V. N. Eustace. 

12th February, 1909. 


HAMPSTEAD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 4th August, 1909. 

Since the last visit to this licensed house three 0 f 

been admitted, and two have been discharged, leaving 
19 on the books. Of these, one is absent on trial. the 

The gentleman who was residing as a voluntary io - ve( j 
time of the last visit has since been certified. He has improiefl 
somewhat, but is not yet lit for discharge. 

There has boon no death or any serious casualty. a ft ec 

One gentleman attempted to escape, but was broug 
a few hours' absence, lie has since been discharge . _ ec i us ion 
There is no record of any recourse to either restraint oi seem 

during the period under review. . allv sa tisfac- 

The patients were properly dressed, and m < 8, ^ lately 

tory state as regards personal neatness. Some of them have 
returned from the seaside. 
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Lawn tennis, croquet, and hand-ball are provided, and efforts 
ar to be made to interest the patients in these amusements, in 
which some of them show much skill. A few do some gardening, 
md one or two spend their time drawing and painting. 

“ A Protestant clergyman holds a service once a month, at which 
about 12 patients attend, and two are able to go out to the neigh- 
bouring church. 

The 'staff consists of a housekeeper, head attendant, and five at- 
tendants. One attendant is on duty during the night. 

The house continues to be maintained in very good order. All 
the bedrooms are comfortably furnished and well looked after. The 
new smoking-room in the main house appears to be much appre- 

C1 The books and medical records are properly kept up to the pre- 
sent date. 

4th August, 1909. 


HARTFIELD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 23rd Eebruarv, 1909. 

Since the inspection of this house, in July last 18 gentlemen have 
been admitted, 7 have been discharged, and 6 have died. There 
are now on the books the names of 30 gentlemen uQder “rtificates 
and 6 voluntary boarders. The changes amongst the voluntary 
boarders have been the reception of 30, the departuie of -9, an 

th The ea cau°ses 2 of death have been (1) nephritis in two cases; (2) 
acute mania, (3) acute bronchitis, (4) influenza, (5) geneial 
paralysis of the insane, (6) tuberculosis, and (7) acute alcoholism. 

P Onf patient, a late admission, who is, stated to have been very 
excited on admission, and who, though improved bas not yet re 
covered, made complaints of rough usage, and of the use on' 
ine language on the part of tne attendants, to himself and three 
other pftients. So far as these complaints could be investigated, no 
confirmation of the alleged assaults could be 

One patient is at present suffering from a contusion of the eye and 

face, the result of a fall in an epileptic fit. other 

Two veiitlemen have been restrained, one for four and the other 
for Z lours, to prevent injury to themselves and other- Seclu- 
sion does not appear to have been resorted to during the period 

^Twenty-four patients are able to attend Mass, which is celebrated 
in the institution. None attend any place of wors ol f 111 
is, however, celebrated in the institution every Sunday and on all 

h °Five yS gentlemeu go for walks in the country, and seven are af- 
ford'd carriage drfves. A few are able to go -“allytoth^ 
theatre. Billiards, cards, and newspapers are Provided- Hfo-j-s 

should be made to increase the number and variety of th e 
meats and entertainments. However, it is satisfactory to find that 
a larger number than heretofore are now allowed to take exercise 
in the grounds in front of the house. ^ 
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A good dinner of mutton and vegetables was provided. He 
service of tlic meal was orderly and more expeditious than formerly. 

The staff has been increased by one during tlie day, and a night 
attendant has been appointed. There is now a Head Attendant and 
seven Attendants on day duty, and one Night Attendant. 

The boohs and registers, including the Case-book, are carefully 
kept by Dr. Sullivan, tlio Resident Medical Officer. 

The plan of the building is now hung up in the hall, in accordance 
with the' provisions of the Act B and 6 Vic., c. 123, sec. 22. 

23rd February, 1909. 


HARTFIELD HOUSE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 19th Julv, 1909. 

There are at present on the books of this licensed house the name; 
of 30 gentlemen, under certificates. During the period which ha» 
elapsed since the last report was written, on the 23rd February, 
1909 there have been 5 admissions, 4 discharges, and 1 death. 

At the above date there were 6 gentlemen residing as voluntary 
boarders. Since then, 15 have come in, 13 have gone out, and 1 has 
died leaving 7 in residence. One of these is insane, and quite unht 
to remain in the position of a voluntary boarder. He must either 
be sent away or certified. Another voluntary boarder, who has been 
here since last August, asked me if he could only obtain his dis- 
charge through the aid of a solicitor. There is no legal power to 
keep a voluntary boarder after ho has given notice of his wish to 

left The deaths were duo to broncho-pneumonia, and to cirrhosis ol the 
liver and chronic nephritis, respectively. 

The records of restraint and seclusion show that ^ three pahen 
have been restrained by the strait jacket, for a period of two hours 
in each ease, on account of their violence. 

Only one patient is con lined to bed. lie suffers from a*, v 
ment, but remains in bed in charge of two attendants. 

The general health appears to be very good 
Most of the gentlemen were tidy and well dressed. Moie 
Hon micht however, be given to tlie troublesome cases. . 

On Sundays and holidays Mass is celebrated by the ' Chap am a d 
about 24 patients are able to be present. None of the patien § 

°1ix S Scout'S Sg exercise. Billiards and lawn tench 

are provided, but greater efforts arc called for “ . th j XwTin their 
occupation of the patiente, so as to arouse their »t rest i n^their 
surroundings. A large number still pass tlieir clay 

^"structural alterations appear to have been carried out since 

th Th^ staff consists of seven attendants and one Dr. P. 

The books and registers continue to be kept with care > 

D. Sullivan, the Resident Physician. 

19th July, 1909. 
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HIGHFIELD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 16th Februakv, 1909. 

9ince the last visit was paid to this house, on the 16th July, 1908, 
one lady has been admitted ; one has been discharged, and two have 
died leaving 14 patients in residence under certificates, and one 
voluntary boarder. The voluntary boarder was out for the day, so 

that I did not see her. ... , . . 

The lady admitted afterwards escaped, and committed suicide by 
drowning. This casualty was duly reported to our office, and formed 
the subject of an inquiry on oath. The other death was due to 

Bright’s disease. . , • 

There is no entry of restraint since last visit, but seclusion is 
stated to have been used with one lady daily up to the 30th July, 
and from the 2nd November to the 12th December. 

Thirteen ladies are able to walk in the grounds, and three are 
taken for carriage exercise. 

Music and cards are provided, and one or two ladies are able to 
attend concerts in Dublin, accompanied by the lady companion. 

Divine Service, at which six ladies are able to attend, is cele- 
brated once a month by an Episcopalian clergyman, and three ladies 
go to church outside. The Catholic patient is visited occasionally 
bv one of the clergymen of the parish. 

The house continues to be maintained m excellent order. . the 
only new work has been the erection of an unclimable fence on one 
side of the grounds, where the ladies take exercise. _ 

The staff consists of a Matron, a Lady Companion, and five 
Nurses. One of the latter does duty by night, monthly m rotation. 

The books and registers are carefully kept by Dr. Henry Eustace. 

16th February, 1909. 


HIGHFIELD PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 11th August, 1909. 

At this date there are 16 ladies residing in the asylum under cer- 
tificates, and one lady as a voluntary boarder. m -c r, een 

the 16th February, two ladies have been admitted ; no one 

ness, has been secluded every day for thiee hours, , „f re 

May, and again from July to August. There is no record of re 

lists p** ». «»• »- 

Au’tie^adUs' appeared to be in good health, though *ome are <dd 
and feeble. They were properly dressed, in accordance with 
Eocial position. M j 
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One lady lias been sojourning at the seashore for the benefit of 
her health, and has just returned. Four are taken out driving, and 
the rest are constantly out in the grounds. Three play croquet. 

Seven attend Divine Service when held in the house every month, 
and three are able to go out to the neighbouring church. The 
Catholic clergymen visit occasionally, and attend the patients of 

their flock. . 

The staff consists of a Matron, a Lady Companion, and five 
Nurses. One, in addition, does duty during the night. 

Painting and papering were going on at the time of the visit. A 
bedroom and one of the diningrooms have already been re-papered, 
and the middle corridor is at present in the hands of the painters. 

The Case-book continues to give a careful history of the cases 
under care. The other books are carefully kept. 

11th August, 1909. 


LINDVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 31st Mabch, 1909. 

There are now on the hooks of this establishment the names .of 
46 patients under certificates, viz. : —18 gentlemen and 28 ladies. 
In addition, two ladies reside as voluntary boarders. 

Since the last visit, the following changes have taken place 
amongst the certified patients : —Six (five males and one female 
have been admitted, and eight (five males and three fern^of 
whom live had recovered, have been discharged. One gentleman 
came to reside as a voluntary boarder, but has since gone ouk it 
two ladies who reside as voluntary hoarders were here at the last 

There has been no death, nor was any e P ld , e “l?. cll v“ Se b e en ^ good! 
or serious accident reported. The general health has been 
Only two patients are confined to bed at the presen 

b °One gentleman has been restrained by the strait 

hours, to prevent self-injury ; and one lady has been secluded 

four hours since the elate of the last visit. -.wards their 

All the patients were seen. Their condition a g 
persons and their dress was satisfactory. reasonable 

No complaints were made which seemed 
foundation. One lady showed mental improvement. ^ 

Five gentlemen and seven ladies are taken y 

one lady enjoys carriage exercise . t s have been pro. 

Dances, concerts, and gramophone enteila natients gene- 

vided during the winter months, at which ab 40 ? arde Lg, 
rally attend. Some of the gentlemen take an interest g 
and some of the ladies in household °° CU P^ 0 “ B _ ■ and the same 
Sixteen patients attend the Episcopalian , > ^ Chapel at- 

number are present at Mass, which is ce e r Protestant 

tached to the institution. Three of each sex , 

Church outside, and two ladies go to the Catho . 
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mi _ cfaff at Drcsent consists of five attendants, a matron, and seven 
* One male attendant and three females are on duty at night. 
One' of the Gentlemen’s sittingrooms and the corridor have been 
rainted and decorated since last visit. Improvements have been 
made in the sanitary accommodation, and it is understood that the 
nlans for the enlargement and improvement of the dayroom and 
adjoining sanitary accommodation will be carried out at an early 

da The CVe-books and other statutory registers and books are care- 
fully and intelligently kept by Dr. J. J. O’Mahony, the Assistant 
Medical Officer. 

31st March, 1909. 


LINDVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 13th December, 1909. 

I visited this institution to-day, and found that the numbe^of 
patients had increased by nine since the date of my colle g 
on the 31st March last, the males having increased by one an 

fe DurLg 7 th?hiterval which has elapsed since then ^ g^men 
and eleven ladies have been admitted; 

ladies have been discharged recovered , and ^o gentlemen 
covered, while one lady died, leaving 19 gentlemen and 

n TnTddition S1 two r 'ladies continue to reside as 

The cause of the death which occurred was mitrai ^ U1 | lt al . 
The general health has been good smce last visit, and no 
ties occurred. One gentleman was confined to be d to^d y ^ 
suffer from epilepsy, and two gentlemen and foul la g 

secluded for four horns. ,, , „t+ pr ,j Divine 

Twenty gentlemen and eighteen ladies are 
Service in the institution, and three of each sex go to Church out 

“t... gentlemen and tv. l.di« »= «* <” 

continue to I. 

"’.‘“i- **1'» Pl*“. 1,1 “• “ 

t»o ei .colt *“ *T 'J? "e'jiZiS tine, let vi.it i .11 the out- 
Several rooms nave been re iu P orriHnr lias been, re- 
side wood-work lias been re-painte , ^ave been iai(i - n 

Ltal d ro a oms- h all Sot-watlr jjipes have been over-hauled; and 

*** °' Mabony ’ 

the Assistant Medical Officer. 

13tb December, 1909. 
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HOUSE OF ST. JOHN OF GOD. 


Inspected on 15th Febbuaby, 1909. 

On tlie evening of the 25tli November, 1908, a fire broke out in 
this asylum, which, though serious as regards the extent of building 
and property destroyed, was fortunately unattended with any loss 
of life or any casualty. The flames were first seen issuing from the 
Chapel, from which they spread to the diningroom and brethren's 
quarters. The fire afterwards attacked the main building, where i 
considerable portion of the patients’ accommodation was burned; 
but owing to the vigorous efforts of tlie Fire Brigade, further pro- 
gress of the flames was prevented. The patients had not gone to bed 
at tlie time, and a number of tliem were quickly transferred to tlie 
Richmond District Asylum, and to some of the neighbouring private 
institutions, where they were kindly sheltered, and where some a 

them still remain. , „ , ... , 

Everyone connected with the management of the establishment 
must feel thankful that no injury or casualty resulted to any of the 

Pat A.t the time of the last visit, on the 6th July, 1908, 88 
resided under certificates, 23 have since been admitted 26 have been 
discharged, and 5 have died, leaving the names of 80 oil the books 

the establishment. , t 

Of these, four arc absent on trial, and four are still under care at 

other asylums, leaving 72 in residence. . , , Tlle 

In one ease the Reception Order was found to be informal, 
patient must either bo discharged or ro-cortifiec . 

s ” suttog rA- 

at Tlie deaths were all from >>atural Hemem: 
pneumonia; (2) senile decay, (3) diairl < > \ ) 

“oneVentkman escaped and went to his own house, where he was 

r °Thert is no entry of any resort to restraint or seclusion during 

the period under review. number of aged and 

The patients, with the exception of ac°ttam num & a t 

infirm cases, appear to enjoy « r ' 

the time of the visit confined to bed. Mamy an d five are 

Sixteen are able to go for walks outsi 0 § f u f i n the refec- 

given carriage exercise. Three make themselves uselui 

tories, and one in the laundry . , u „p language 

One of the. voluntary boarders complained o the ^imig ^ 

used by one of the attendants to some of the * 

The Prior promised to caution the attendants it has been 

Owing to the destruction of the dining room s by the ^ of 
necessary to make the best arrailgeinen s P of tlie corridors 

the patients. This has been done by c0 ^ e ^| nt wh ilst the more 
into a diningroom for the better class of patients, 
troublesome dine in one of the day-rooms. 
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The diruer was decently and comfortably served, the food con- 
iistin „ of roast mutton, vegetables, and rice pudding. It appealed 
tn hp Droperly cooked and well liked. „ 

A temporary Chapel has been erected to take the place of the 

• : na ] place of worship, which formed part of the block destioye 
b S g re . P About 40 patients are able to attend to their religious 
imies Only one goes out to the neighbouring church. 

d v!viptv concerts magic lantern and other entertainments are 

• PH in the recreation room, and are attended by about 60 patients. 
Ebooks and registers are kept up to date In the. Case-book 

f,p n ,,ent notes regarding the old cases would be desirable. 

“ The staff now consists of 13 paid attendants, who under the super- 
vision of the Brothers, take charge of the patients dming the day, 
whilst two Brothers and one attendant form the night staff. 

15th February, 1909. 


HOUSE OF ST. JOHN OF GOD, 

Inspected on 14th July, 1909. 

The numbers on the books of this institution are 79 certified male 

fire are still there, but their names remain on the , books oi 

in my opinion, is not capable of und ® • tere d in the 

should be certified or discharged. His name is entered 

patients’ book. 

sysfflt - r x h ' ■ js i ass 

Chapel, tl. existing one b«n, !«& el “ v Jiona »!«,- 

Al present, in een.«,nenee „„ of ft , eonidon, 

sssrvr .“g^lK'pSr: .< g «» e », - 

the patients seemed to enjoy it- . qus dutiea at the temporary 

Forty patients attend to th l g ttends a, neighbouring 

Chapel erected since the fire, wnust one * 

Church outside. mmisfc of variety concerts, magic 

The amusements are lawn tennis, and hand- 

lantern and cinematograph enter called for to induce a 

ball. Greater ff^^e ^ 1 "^^" games. 

?. s. ..fa™. «* " *»• 
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The gentlemen were fairly well dressed and tidy, but greater atten- 
tion is called for ns regards the condition of the bedding. 

There is no record of any resort to restraint or seclusion since tie 
last visit. 

No change has taken place in the strength of the staff, which still 
consists of thirteen attendants and fifteen of the Brothers. 

The books ancl records continue to bo kept with care and accuracv 
by Dr. 1‘. O’Connell, the Resident Physician. 

14th July, 1909. 


ST. PATRICK’S HOSPITAL AND ST. EDMUNDSBURY. 

Inspected on 3ud and 4tii February, 1909. 

'Since this hospital was last visited 24: patients have been admitted, 
18 have been discharged, of whom 10 had recovered, and 5 have 
died These changes leave on the hospital books the names ot 12* 
patients (38 males' and 84 females). Of these, 5 gentlemen and 14 

ladies reside at St. Edmundsbury. . 

The deaths were due to natural and ordinary causes, viz.: -to 
senile decay, genoral paralysis of the insane, chronic enteritis, heart 

disease, and apoplexy, respectively. , 

There has beer, no serious casualty, nor has the institution been 
visited by any hirm of ’/.ymolic disease during the period undei re- 

K N W o instance of the use of seclusion nr of mechanical restart i» 

recorded sinco the last visii . i • i_ 

All the patients were seen and spoken to. No complain 
made, except those which were evidently the outcome of delusions 
Carriage exercise is provided for 1 gentlemen and 24 l tag 
whilst entertainments, such as concerts, dances, &c., are f q ) 

^Forty-eight patients attend Divine Service celebrated in the insti- 
tution, and three of each sox go out to church. 

At St. Patrick’s a good deal of pamtmg and paperu ng ; ha to 
carried out, and the floor of one of the corridors has been rda 
The various wards, day rooms, and sleeping rooms weie very , 

tidy, and com Portable. . m-der: 

St. Edmundsbury was, as heretofore, found m exce U t ^ 
the rooms tastefully furnished, warm, and comfortable, 
patients well cared for and properly dressed, according to then soc.a 

^Winner table and the service of the meal, of whkh theBfc 
were partaking during the. visit, continue to lellect g 

“ A -iu K 1».» l*o„ Uo,l l„ ,1,. .o-iko^. 

and private sittingrooms and bedrooms. The i most w . 

well lighted, and, when painted and decorated, wi 

collent accommodation. 
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Tlip staff at present consists of two Head Attendants, two Matrons, 
an Assistant Matron, 15 Attendants, and 24 Nurses on day duty; 
whilst- three males and four females are on duty at night. 

The various books and registers afford full information regarding 
the cases under care, and redact much_ credit on Dr. Rutherford and 
Dr. Shepherd, who assist Dr. Leeper in the two establishments. 

4th February, 1909. 


ST. PATRICK’S HOSPITAL AND ST. EDMUNDSBURY. 

Inspected on 8th and 9th July, 1909. 

Yesterday and to-day St. Patrick’s Hospital and St. Edmunds- 
bury have been visited for the second time this year, and found 
excellent order. The principal work which is being carried out at 
the present time is the flooring of one of the gentlemen s wards s at 
the hospital. This work is being carried out with great care and 
skill, and an excellent floor will be provided. At St. Edmundsbu^ 
the new wing has been completed, and is now being furnished. The 
steward’s house is also built and ready for use. The “a™ boundary 
wall at St. Patrick’s, having shown signs of giving way, has had to 
be supported by cut stone buttresses, involving a large amount > 
masonry work. Various parts of the buildings have been painted 
and decorated, especially Ward 4, on the female side, which has 
been completely re-pamted and decorated. . . ,, 

Since the last visit was paid, on the 4th February, 1 9 ° 9 - 6 £ 
men and 7 ladies have been admitted, 5 gentlemen and 6 ladies have 
hefiii dischareed, and 2 gentlemen have died, leaving on the books 
of the establishment the names of 122 patients (37 
85 ladies). Of these numbers, 5 gentlemen reside in the villa lately 
erected at St. Edmundsbury ; whilst 15 ladies occupy the manoi 

h °One gentleman is absent on trial, and six ladies have gone to the 
seaside for the summer, and were not, therefore, seen. 

The general health, both at St. Patrick s and at St. Edmunds- 
bury appears to have been very good. There has been no infectious 

disease since last visit. . . 

Two old ladies sustained falls by accidentally slipping, which re- 
sulted in a fracture of the neck of the thigh hone m each case. 
These were the only accidents. 

The two deaths resulted from senile decay and cystitis, respec- 

At present two gentlemen and eight ladies are confined to bed, 
suffering from various forms of mental and physical disease, and 
many are acutely insane, involving much care and anxiety on the 
part of the staff. There was not very much noise or excitement, and 
the patients appeared to be judiciously cared for, and were suitably 
dressed, according to their station in life. . . 

Various games? both indoor and outdoor, are provided for then 
amusement; 10 gentlemen and 26 ladies go out driving; and various 
excursions have been made of late to the country. our 
gentlemen amuse themselves by gardening, and 29 ladies pass their 
time at sewing and housework. 
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The Episcopalian clergyman attends twice a week, and otters 
wlren asked for by the patients or their friends. Seventeen gentle- 
men and 35 ladies attend Divine Service in the institution, whilst 
two gentlemen and three ladies are able to go to the neighbouring 
church. 

The staff consists of 15 male attendants, and 24 nurses by day, 
and of 3 males and 4 females during the night. 

Dr. Deeper continues to have the assistance of Dr. Rutherford at 
St. Patrick’s, and of Dr. Shepherd at St. Edmundsbury. 

9th July, 1909. 


ST. VINCENT’S INSTITUTION POR THE INSANE. 

Inspected on 28th January, 1909. 

At present there are on the books of this institution the names of 
113 certified patients. Since the last visit was paid on the l»th 
June, 1908, 16 ladies have come in, 12 have gone out, of whom 8 had 

recovered, and 5 have died. . 

The deaths were all from natural causes, viz. : — intestinal obstruc- 
tion, cerebral hemorrhage, and, in three cases, heart disease. 

One lady attempted to escape, but was brought back by one ot the 

° The general health has been very good, though many suffered from 
winter colds, and there are soveral old and infirm ladies m the 

ll0 Ono old lady slipped when getting out of bod and fractured her 

M There has been no entry of oithor restraint or seclusion since the 

last visit was paid. ... m „ r( >. 

The condition of the patients was satisfactory. Tianquuhty p 
vailed in all the wards, and there were no complaints made, exc^t 
on the grounds of undue detention by those who were mMifest y 
unfit for discharge. The personal neatness of the ladies w 

The^ dinner, which was served during the visit, consisted of soup, 
beef, mutton, and vegetables, and second course It was servea m 
neat and orderly manner, and the behaviour of the patients du g 

the meal was satisfactory. ,, , tn their 

Seventy-six. per cent, of tlie patients are able t 
religious duties in the Chapel attached to the ins 1 ^ ° , d 27 

Fourteen ladies take extended walks outside the giou , 

are provided with carriage exercise. which 68 

Theatrical entertainments got up by the patients, i 
ladies were able to assist, were inaugurated during 
Soveral concerts, dances, and other entertainments w | s | and 
Many of the ladies employ themselves m swmg, dul , 

embroidery ; whilst a few do a little housework and gaidemng 

‘"Ckr™ i„ it, - g »i «*, p-r'esit r„ 

tilated. A good deal of painting and decoration has b 
the last visit was paid. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 


APP- £■] 


Private Asylums and Institutions. 


173 


The means for dealing with an outbreak of fire have been aug- 
mented by the supply of Minimax appliances throughout the building 
The staff at present consists of 14 Sisters, who take charge of the 
wards, assisted by 20 female attendants during the day. At night 

two attendants are on duty. 

The various books and registers are kept up to date. 

28th January, 1909. 


ST. 


VINCENT’S INSTITUTION TOR THE INSANE. 


Inspected on 30th June, 1909. 

tw . » « ^^szris^msss 

di The deaths were due to (1) dilated heart, (2) chronic enteritis, 
(3) pernicious anaemia, and (4) influenza. confined 

*at °V“° 

th^ institution , whilst a few occasionally gc > to °^ S d 14 taie 

Twenty-two drive out w^ch con- 

countiy w ^ ^° U d ^es 60 occupy themselves in sewing, knitting 
^"wXthUst a few intent themselves in house-work and 

^ There 'has^ been no employment of mechanical restraint or seclusion 
recorded since the last visit. order A good deal of 

A”3 pS«“‘r>”* ““ “• “ 4 - — 

“ e Iu ^ZirJ:T S ^ 0 tLj were TO* clean and 

tidy in appearance. No C °“?^ S ™ charge of the wards, 

“iKoIkfalfkepf^ 

would still be desirable. 


30th June, 1909. 


Stewart institution for the insane. 

Inspected on 29th Januam, 1909. 

■ 1 05rd Tune. 1908, to the Lunacy 

Since the last visit was paid o certified patients (four males 

Department of this i Institute ’ d . follr tave gone out; and two 
and eight females) have been adm > t date the names of 

have died, leaving on the bqoks^t ^e.presen^ Q£ 

thirty- one gentlemen and y gentleman was on pass 

these, three ladies are absent on trial, ana & 
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for the dav. In addition, a lady has come to reside as a voluntary 
boarder. Slie appears, at the present time, a suitable case to remain 
in that position. 

The deaths were registered as duo to epilepsy and cerebral haemorr- 
hage, respectively. 

A lady who was on parole left the institution on the 27th ulto. and 
went to her former lodgings in the city, from where she wrote asking 
for her property. She returned at once when sent for. This must, 
however, be. looked on as an attempt to escape. 

Another ladv met with an injury to her liip, from an accidental 
fall. No fracture could be discovered, but she is still unable to use 
the limb. 

Restraint is still used in the case of one gentleman to prevent him 
from interfering with some sores on his back, and two ladies have 
been secluded on four occasions, for eight hours in all, since last visit. 

Twenty gentlemen and twenty-five ladies attend Divine Service in 
the institution, and five gentlemen and seven ladies are able to go to 
the neighbouring church. An Episcopalian clergyman attends once 
a week and a Roman Catholic clergyman when required. 

An associated dance takes place once a week, and entertainments, 
such as concerts and theatrical performances, at which a large number 
attend, are frequently provided. 

Six patients are at present on parole beyond the grounds and 
eleven inside the walls of the estate. . , , 

Nine additional bedrooms have been built at one end of the build- 
ing, and afford excellent accommodation. 

Referring to a recommendation in a former report that a dining- 
room should be provided for the patients’ use, it is suggested that the 
dormitory on the ground floor might bo converted to this P™pose. 
The room is conveniently situated near tlio kitchen, and could be 
easily approached from all sides. An additional messroom is much 
wanted, as tlic service of the meals in tlio sittmgrooms leads to much 

C °A d“or with a porch loading from the gentlemen’s sittingroom and 
giving access to the grounds, would add much to the comfort and 
pleasure of those occupying that room. 

Imbecile Department. 

Amongst the imbecile children tlio following changes have taken 
place. 

When the last visit was paid on 23rd June, 1908, there were ^ 
the books, including a boy and a girl out on trial. J 

girls — total, 105. 


Since then there have been admitted, 
Discharged, 

Died, . . 

Leaving in residence at this date, 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

13 

5 

18 

5 

1 

6 

1 

0 

1 

68 

48 

116 
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T u- health of the children has been exceptionally good. Only two 
. T t ,f s tool place during the year 1908, both from pulmonary tuber- 
™ si , and tly one bo § y is al present confined to bed. The mstitu- 
^ has been free from any form of zymotic disease. 

The condition of the children in regard to matters of dress and 
, tidiness was quite satisfactory, a|nd their cheerful and 
auo earance left no doubt that they were kindly and carefully 
happy PI attendants. Some of them were seen at dinner m 

lhe a ha d ll. b> Their behaviour was excellent, and they appeared to enjoy 

The^ various books and registers are, as heretofore kept with great 
. hv -n r Rainsford, who, amongst his other multitudinous duties, 
care by ■ clerical work. Perhaps the Committee will take into 

SisfiiSL to, «- .te » ».», ,»»■ 

service. 

29 th January, 1909. 


STEWART INSTITUTION FOR THE INSANE. 

Inspected on 6th Julv, 1909. 

There are at present on the books of the Lunatic department of 
this Hospital the names of 68 patients ^1 gen eramn a “ ^ las {. 
whilst one of each sex reside as gentlemen and 

visit of inspection, on the 29th J an "‘ J ’ tle ^ en and eight ladies 

& Wdi tSLSK “as been no U nor has any accident 

to be suitable cases to reside on 

^ThfpaSnts seem to enjoy excellent health. They were properly 

^They' nyed^^good^^and^well^o^ed^iRnn^^jrEi^h^w^serve^d 

^C'tTsu ttSffSTtok usld exclusively for the service of 

‘^TheT returns of restraint and K- 

been resorted to and ^ that i the nw ^ case of one patient, has 
gical reasons, had to be used. 1 S 

concerts and variety entertainments 

are provided, when possible. completed, and has 

s ™ 

jSh^iSTi^ K. *»• 

uiture and ornamentation. 
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The staff consists of four male attendants, and a matron, an assist- 
ant matron, and twelve female attendants by day, and one of each 
sex for night duty. 

One attendant lias, since the last visit, been called upon to resign 
for striking a patient. 

Tlio various books ami registers arc, as heretofore, carefully kept 
by Dr. Rainsi'ord. 


Imbecile Department. 

The changes amongst the patients, since the last visit on the 29th 
January, 1909, have been the admission of live boys and two girls, 
the discharge of four boys, and the death of one girl — leaving on the 
books the names of 69 boys and 49 girls. One boy and two girls are 
at present on their holidays. 

The death was due to acute capillary bronchitis. Otherwise, the 
health of the inmates has been wonderfully good. There has been no 
case of infectious disease since the last visit, and at present no one is 
in bed. 

Divine Service is attended by 98 children, and three boys are able 
to go to church outside. 

A good many are usefully employed at tailoring, carpentry, farm, 
laundry, and house work. 

All the children were clean and tidy as regards their dress and 
persons, and their bright looks gave assurance that they were kindly 

treated. , 

The house was everywhere in good order. The lower wing has 
lately been painted. 

6th July, 1909. 


VERVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 25th February, 1909. 

The changes which have taken place amongst the patients m this 
house since last visit have been the admission of three 
discharge of throe, and the doath of one. Three voluntary hoarders 
were admitted, but have since gone away. 

The death was registered as due to cerebral hcemorrhage. 

There are at present 34 ladies in residence nnder certificate 

Nearly all were out in the grounds during the afternoon and wew 
afterwards seen at dinner. They were in a satisfac 
regards dress and personal appearance. Their health , 
whole, good — one or two patients suffering from slight cold ^ T ^ 
conduct and behaviour was quiet and orderly, and the s 
dinner in the diningroom was carried out with 
tion to the rules of civilised society. Tho meal consis 
mutton, and vegetables, followed by sweets. 
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There is no record of any resort to either restraint or seclusion 

^^ir^ladies 6 enjoy carriage exercise, and three are taken to the 
theatre and to visit the shops in town. A few amuse themselves 

b '*T wenty-ftv^ ladi'es "are^" able to be present at Mass which is cele- 
, t j fUp house. None go out to church. The Catholic clergy- 
man 6 attends every Sunday and holiday, and the Protestant clergy- 
man occasionally visits the patients of his denomination. 

The house was found in good order ; the beds and bedding properly 
, Ipd after • and the rooms kept at a proper temperature Since 
he last visit' improvements in the drainage have been earned out. 

The plan of the building has now been obtained, m accordance 
with the provisions of the Act 5 & 6 Vic., cap. 123, section 22. 

" The staff consists of a matron and seven nurses. A nurse is on 

dU The^ 'books 'ancT registers are properly kept by Dr. Sullivan, who 
visits daily. 

25th February, 1909. 


VERVILLE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 16th July, 1909. 

There are at present in this licensed hoMe^lad^^di^g 
certificates. Since the last visit, on the 2 ry has 

have been admitted and three ha confined to bed from 

been no death. At present two M^s are conUMO 

k°One 4s. She was 

^There 0 !^ W 9 ’’ ° f ^ 

to restraint or seclusion since last visit. . fronb 

The greater number of thyratients wme oun m d and due 

of the house. All were « Foper) ^ ^ ^ 
attention is given to their persona PP is Two interest 

for drives, and a few amuse themselves at tennis. 

themselves at housework. , ,. , , n( j -vj 

The Catholic chaplain attends cm Sun ays &n f clergyman 

ladles are able to be present at Mass. 

’“insists of a matron and seven nurses, one of whom 

‘z h- j~ 

at present three beds. Some pain g re f 011 nd in good order, 

out. The various rooms and dormitor es were tonnO g 

aud the beds and bedding clean and well coked at ^ ^ 

The various books have been properly ep up 
by Dr. P. D. Sullivan, who visits daily. 

16th July, 1909. 
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WOODBINE LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 19th March, 1909. 

There are still five ladies under certificates, and, since last visit, 
there has been no admission, discharge, or death. All are in good 
health and appear to be well looked after. A trained nurse is in 
charge of them. The house is in good order. A clergyman visits 
once a month. 

19th March, 1909. 


WOODBINE LODGE PRIVATE ASYLUM. 

Inspected on 3rd August, 1909. 

No change has taken place amongst the ladies under care in this 
house The same five still remain. All are in good health, and 
appear to he well looked after. Mrs. Bishop is at present absent on 
a holiday, but the patients are in charge of a trained nurse. The 
books are properly written up. 

3rd August, 1909. 
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ARDEE WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 22 nd October, 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse to-day I found only two inmates, 
both men, classified as of unsound mind. Both of these are unsuit- 
able for treatment in the workhouse. One suffers from mental de- 
pression. He was formerly in Mullingar Asylum, and had to be fed 
artificially when first admitted to the workhouse. It will be manifest 
to the Guardians that such a case needs the care and treatment ot a. 
fully-equipped asylum, and that his detention in the workhouse is 
not free from serious risk. The other is very demented, tears his 
clothes and, when he gets an opportunity, undresses himsell and 
stands naked on the floor. He is wet and dirty in his habits and at 
the time of my visit I found his sheet and mattress saturated with 
urine. The arrangements of a workhouse do not permit of a case ot 
this kind being suitably dealt with, and he should be sent, under 
Form D., to the asylum of the district. , 

There is a paid "attendant in charge of these men, hut, I under- 
stand, he has not had any asylum training. 

I am^ur^Le Master, and the Sister who supervises the nursing of 
these cases, are anxious to do everything that is proper, but, as 
already stated, it is impossible to treat such cases outside an asyluim 
The accommodation consists of a dormitory, opening off three diot 
cells, one of which has been converted into a water closet and bath 

"Having regard to the fact that these idiot cells have been constantly 
condemned Is accommodation for the insane during the last seventy 
years Ind have been abolished in the majority of workhouses, the 
Guardians will I trust, make an order that they are not to be used 
for the insane, except as a temporary measure pending removal to the 

asylum. 

22nd October, 1909. 


ARMAGH WORKHOUSE 
Inspected on 16 th Octoher y 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse to-day rlj bund in 

- a » « s j. 

In the meantime, they should make every eft 

mind who need special care and treatment. ^ 


j 

I 
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Tlic idiot cells, which were condemned by a Parliamentary com- 
rnittce so far back as the early forties, still remain in this workhonw 
and are used, at least on the male side, as part of the accommodation 
for the insane inmates. The corridor outside the cells is used as a 
day room. 

On the female side, I found one woman confined to bed in a dormi- 
tory upstairs by herself. It is difficult to understand why a patient i 
of this class should not be treated in the hospital instead of beins 
isolated. ^ : 

I also found that two sisters, one of whom is an epileptic, occup-,- • 
the same bed in the dormitory. 

The beds and blankets, as a rule, were good, as were also the 
patients’ clothing and boots. The dietary on both sides seems fairly j 
liberal . 

There is no proper lavatory or water-closet in the lunatic wards. 

The permanent male attendant is absent on leave. 

Three of the males sleep in a cold and cheerless attic. One feeble. ) 

old, bed-ridden man requires careful nursing. There is one little 1 

imbecile boy, who should be removed to an institution set apart for 
the treatment of such eases. Wo have frequently called attention j 

to the great want in this country of institutions, such as exist in J 

England and Scotland as well as in almost every other civilised j 

country, for the training of such imbecile children. It is difficult I 

to conceive anything more inhuman than to allow such children to | 

grow up in association with the adult insane, by whom they are 
buffeted about, and whose vicious habits they are so apt to mimic. 

16th. October, 1909. 


B ALLIN A WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 15 Hi January, 1909. 

In this workhouse there are only four men and eleven women 
classified as of unsound mind. 

The men appear to be able to look after themselves. Only one 
remains in the imbecile ward ; the other three are in the body of e 
house. They appear to bo well off. 

Amongst the women are two epileptics; four are confined to bed, 
two are of unclean habits; aud one is dumb. They are m charge o 
a paid attendant. 

Unfortunately the means of keeping these helpless women clean are 
not sufficient, as there is no fixed bath and no hot water supp y- 

Their food is served in one of the rooms which they occupy. 

Their bedding has been improved, as some of them sleep on bed 
steads and mattresses. The bedding is good, clean, and sufficient 
warm. 

15th January, 1909. 
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BALLYMAHON WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 19ifi May, 1909. 

T workhouse there are only three females classified as of un- 

-mind mind. One is an old woman who was formerly in the Mullingar 
“uvlum She suffers from delusions of persecution; is very deaf; 
L,"t ; s well able to take care of herself. The second is an old 
demented woman, who takes' little notice of anything. She gives no 
trouble ; sits quietly by her bed-side; is clean; and appears to be 
m-onerly looked after. The third is a young woman who has spent a 
considerable time in the workhouse. She went with hei- mother to 
America, but was sent back. She is of weak mind, but is a most 
useful help in the Infirmary, where she is constantly at work. She 
„oes about bare-footed. Perhaps— although she may have been 

always accustomed to walk without any covering on her .feet-it 
would be well to induce her to wear shoes and stockings. Otlieiwise, 
she seems well cared for and to be perfectly contented. 

AU these three women are clean and tidy m their persons, and 
appear to be well looked after. 

19th May, 1909. 


BALROTHERY WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 15 tli October , 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse, I found twelve inmates (four men 
and eight women) classified as being of unsound mind. The men are 
are all cases of congenital mental deficiency. They r are m cha i g 
a paid attendant. Their dietary is good, and their beds i 
clean and comfortable, and were rolled up, althoug y 
paid early in the day. They are employed either working m the 
Ce or on the farm/and being fairly well able to ^ 
selves, they differ bnt little from the other inmates with whom they 

aS ofthe eight women, sin are cases of senile dementia. Some em- 
ployment is found for those who are able to work, ^ir-woven and 
hair mattresses have been provided on both sides of the house, and 

the clothing and bedding seemed to be clean of 3. the ? Guar- 
The only suggestion I would make, and which I trust the Guai 
dians may see fit to adopt, is that the bathixiom should be^boa^ded 

and done np, and it ought to be laid down, as ’ntrarv ee t 

patient should, unless the medical officer directs to the contrary, ge 

a warm bath at least once a week. . _ , . j_ v tv, e 

I think the Guardians deserve credit for their efforts t° the 

lives of the insane inmates of the workhouse as comfortable as then 

sad condition permits. 

15th October, 1909. N 2 
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BALTINGLASS WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 8th November, 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse, I found ten males and twelve 
females classified as of unsound mind. 

I was glad to sec that the idiot colls have been abolished, ana 
converted into a boarded dormitory, with cross light and ventilation. 
One cell has been retained for use, if necessary. 

Of the men, two arc epileptic, ancl four of unclean habits. 

It is pleasing to bo able to state that there is an evident desire on 
the part of the officials to treat these insane inmates kindly. They 
are in charge of a paid attendant on each side, and are kept fairly 
clean and tidy, bub I think that the introduction of hair mattresses, 
such as are used in asylums, would be a great advantage. 

A hot and cold water supply is also urgently needed, as, owing to 
the degraded habits of many of the insane they require to be bathed 
not merely weekly, but sometimes even several times a day. 

Owing to the want of sufficient dayroom and dining accommodation, 
the insane inmates have to dine in an open porch on each side. Dr. 
Kenua, the able Medical Officer, who accompanied me on my rounds, 
pointed out that this want could be met by extending the porch a 
few feet into the yard, and enclosing it. 

I am sure the Guardians will give this proposal their favourable 
consideration. 

Of course it is desirable that as many as possible oi these insane 
inmates should be transferred to the District Asylum, but those who 
remain, owing to tlieir helpless condition, require special care and 
attention. 

8th November, 1909. 


BANDON WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on December, 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse, T found that the idiot cells, which 
have been so frequently condemned, are still in use for t e acco 
modation of the insane inmates— of whom there are t ree * 
and one male in the institution. If the Guardians will v s - the 
cells they will see how unsuitable they are for the accommodation of 

any class of paupers, except as a temporary lod g in S P %l le Aave 
transfer of a dangerous or noisy patient to the asylu • 7 &ie 

been abolished in the great majority of the workhowes ^ Jhy ^ 
only a few feet square; have no means of heat g, ' overe d bv 
ventilated by an opening in the outer wall, which is k p 
a wooden shutter, and, this, of course, excludes the lg • • ^ 

The male, who inhabits one of those cells, is noisy | t j, e 

suffers from delusions. He should, therefore, be transfen 

District Asylum. gbe and 

One of the females should also be sent to tlie asy fl 1 ™: the cells 
the other two were found lying on mattresses on the floor m 

referred to. 

15th December, 1909. 
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CARLOW WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 18 / h February , 1909. 

There are at present in this workhouse fourteen men and eighteen 
women classified as of unsound mind. In addition, seven females 
are returned as sane epileptics. Amongst the male lunatics, none 
suffer from epilepsy, five are confined to bed from, physical disease or 
infirmity, and two’ are of unclean habits. Few of them are physically 
able to do much work. These inmates occupy a dormitory on the 
around floor. Of the female insane, two are blind; one is an im- 
becile girl ' six are confined to bed : and five are of unclean habits. 
These inmates occupy a dayroom and two dormitories on the ground 
floor and one large dormitory upstairs. They sleep on straw mat- 
tresses. The bedding is clean, and sufficiently warm for this season 

The "sanitary accommodation on both sides is good, but as yet no 
proper baths have been supplied. The Guardians will, no doubt, 
'ee the importance of providing every facility for keeping these help- 
less inmates clean, as otherwise it is impossible to hold the staff re- 
sponsible for their proper care. Good bathrooms have been piovided 
in other parts of the house, and none require them so much as the 

” The wards on each side are in charge of paid attendants, who 
appear to give due attention to their responsible duties. 

18th February, 1909. 


CARRICK-ON-SUIR WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 5//i- j \' ovevibcr , 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse to-day, I found six men and thirteen 
women dassified as of unsound mind. The accommodation tor ^them 
-in an institution not primarily . intended for : ft* ' detataon ^ 
treatment of insane persons— is fairly good, and they appear to be 
well looked after. They are m charge of a P al ^ a ““ dan ™ ° , A . 
side, under the supervision of the Master and Matro . 

I remember when 'a Local Government Inspector ^ this district a 
quarter of a century ago, and I was glad 1 to perceive that ye b ave 
not diminished her energy and zeal on behalf of the afflicted class 
whose kind treatment she is so largely responsib e^ • no j 

The dietary of the insane inmates is liberal, and the C J°% g J L d ’ 
but there is an urgent necessity for a hot water supply to the wards. 
The general water supply is bountiful, so that the expense of intro- 
ducing a hot water system should not be very great. . 

If the Guardians will bear in mind that many of th ® : ’ “Sly 
to their degraded habits, require to be bathed not . J • ’ 
but perhaps several times a day, I am sure ^ “ 
the introduction of a hot water supply is an absolute and an uigent 

necessity. 
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1 suggested t.o tlio Master that an under blanket should be pro- 
vided for each bod, and lie promised that this would be done. This 
is a very important matter, as the heat of the human body passes as 
freely downwards as upwards, and, therefore, in cold weather an 
undcr-blanUot is just as necessary for retaining the warmth as blan- 
kets over the body. 

5th November, 1909. 


CLONMEL WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on ‘25f,h March, 1909. 

In the imbecile wards of this workhouse there are now ten men anil 
thirteen women classified as insane. Of these, only two of each, sex 
suffer from epilepsy, and none are of unclean habits. Four of tie 
men and eight of the women are confined to bed by bodily infirmity 
or old age. Both sexes are clean and tidy in their persons. 

The men have the use of a sittiugroom and dormitory. The 
women have only a large dormitory, but, as the greater number are 
constantly confined to bed, one room is sufficient for their wants. 

Straw ticks only are given to the men ; the women have hair 
mattresses. 

On both sides baths, with hot and cold water, are provided. 

25th March, 1909. 


CORK WORKHOUSE. 
iNHX’ECTHn on Is/, April, 1909. 

In the lunatic wards of this workhouse there are at present thirty- 
four men and one hundred and twenty women. Of these, wen 
men and thirty-two women sillier from epilepsy, but ten o e ma a 
and six of the females arc classified as sane epileptics. me 
and twenty women arc confined to bod by bodily infirmity or o g ■ 
Those figures, compared with those given in past reports, s oi J7 
little alteration, from year to year, in the numbers in » 
wards, since the transfer of one hundred and three im ec 
this workhouse to You glial Auxiliary Asylum m 190 . 
wore latoly sent there, and it is to be hoped that, others >m y 1 
forred from time to time, hut a large proportion of those n 
maining suffer from epilepsy, and for their special care P 

has yet been made. . . „ m... mffer- 

In the female ward the inmates under care, including th w 
ing from all forms of mental dorangement— senile dement , £ .P 
tics, and imbecile children — are much too numerous . . . t ; on as 
stitution, but little lmpo at present exists P-L^ouekal Auxiliary 
there are no further vacancies for women at the g j or 

Asylum. No steps have as yet boon taken to se P througi. * e 
the imbecile children who are to be found scattered thiou^ ^ 
various workhouses, and whoso pitiable condition 
provement. 
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hnth sides the inmates are clean and tidy, and appeared to be 
° rlv looked after. Tlie bedding still consists oi straw ticks. 
& I0? mattresses might, with advantage, be substituted. Hair is so 
much « and so much more easily dealt with that, in all large 
■ motions it is nowadays almost universally used. 

1 nt the male side, fourteen are able to do some light work-carry- 
• scrubbing etc., and, on the female side, sixteen women are 

'f-ld in the laundry, twenty scrub, and forty do some sewing. 

P U misht however! be found possible to provide some permanent 
i JL„t for the male epileptics, as suggested m last yeai s report. 
m T P Kff census oi one day and one night attendant, on the male 
dde and on the female side, of two day attendants and one night 

attendant. 

1st April, 1909 


DINGLE WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 18 th May, 1909. 

I visited this 

are all cases of imbecility, mo c ] ean ii ne ss of the Ward, reflect 

Their general surroundings and the de d looks carefully 

^ets^^a^e — s of the workhouse. 

18th May, 1909. 


DROGHEDA WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 15th October , 1909. 

All the male insane inmates of th^ ^jemal^inmates are classified 
Portrane Asylum, but twenty-one sleep on straw 

as insane. Seven of them are confined to beck l ^ The 

ticks, and some of the beds were no , , maternity cases, and 

nurse in charge of them has also charge of^the^ma^wni^^ h ^ ever 

is responsible for the children s w , , (^e ne cessary time to 

skilled she may be, this ™ “ JTmM patients; while, 

the nursing of seven bed-ridde t of these helpless human 

at night, there is no person at all in cna g 

"l£ of tto — d..»o comma of * ^ ”» 

iog oto, bod,, which met b. •«! "Sot 
summer. There is a day room 
The dietary seems good. 
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Three of flic discs arc epileptic — one of them being greatly du 
figured by the contraction of cicatricial tissue as the result of’beia'i 
burned. = 

The patients are reported to be bathed every fourteen days, but it 
ought to be laid down as a rule that every patient should’ unites 
otherwise directed by the Medical Ollicer, receive a warm bath at 
least once a week. 


lBtli October, 1909. 


NORTH DUBLIN UNION WORKHOUSE. 


Inspected on 18/// June, 1909. 


Notwithstanding that, during the oarly part of last year, a large 
number of the inmates of the imbecile wards were transferred to the 
Richmond Asylum, those wards arc again, filled with cases of im- 
becility, brain degeneration, dotage, paralysis, and alcoholism- 
acute ancl chronic. Although it is to be hoped that, in the near 
future, suitable domiciles will be found for the greater number oi 
these various forms of mental degeneration, especially for feeble- 
minded children, still, so long as this institution is open to receive 
all comers who seek its protection under the plea of poverty, it is 
always certain to have some eases of mental onfeeblement within its 
walls. Suitable provision for the care of such cases will, therefore, 
always be required, and sonic steps should be taken to render tbe 
imbecile wards bettor fitted for the cave of these feeble and helpless 


human beings. 

On. the female side improvements have boon made, and the two 
dormitories which now contain the imbecile classes are fairly com- 
fortable, clean, and well-ventilated, and furnished with modern 
sanitary accommodation. 

On the male side, the day room has been improved by the remova 
of the weaving machine to a shed outside, thus giving more room and 
comfort! to the occupants. The condition, however, of the dormitory 
occupied almost entirely by bed-ridden cases calls for the serious con- 
sideration of the Guardians, as tlio room is dark, dreary, lll-ven i- 
lated, and ill provided with the accessories necessary for the proper 
care of the infirm. The only bath is without a water supply, m 
hot water lias to bo carried from a portable boiler on one side o e 
room, and tlicrc does not appear to be any sanitary accommoda w 

near at hand. „ , . , ., „,„„i j 

To improve the lighting and ventilation of this dormitoiy 
not be a matter involving either much expense or trouble, as tn 
lowering of the windows and the putting in of new sas es 
much to admit light and air. . 

. At the present time there are 58 men and 86 women in themMOB 
wards, of whom 17 men and 10 women arc classed as sane epileph ^ 
and G moil and 15 women as insane and epileptic. i 
from various forms of imbecility or alcoholism. o§ 

Eighteen men and 3G women arc confined to be , e t bem- 

women are of unclean habits; and 30 men and 34 women make 
selves useful in different ways— principally at house-woix. 
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Thirteen men and 40 women are able to attend Divine Service. 

T ,,_ clotliinv of the men is too heavy for this season of the yea . 
A Hghtl material could be kept cleaner, and would give the men a 

nt Th e e mSrimWe wards are in charge of two attendants by day 
jk , niffht On the female side two day attendants and one 

after two wards occupied by 60 old women. 

18th June, 1909. 


SOUTH DUBLIN UNION WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 29th June , 1909. 

At present 72 men and 116 women occupy the imbecile wards of 

mJS*-. “■> r “ d “ **£ 

Si Sito, *» «” “» 

occupying this ward were returned ^ 99 womel i have been 

men and 42 women have died. ,. 0 „;N Prir p are old and infirm ; a 

The greater number at present m 1“ as mentally feeble ; and 
very large proportion are p ysica • } = ^ q{ w jj 0m a number are 

far^sed^Six women suffer from epilepsy, and about 12 

clothing is not, however, very s washed would render them 

lte C c 0 om U fXhle 0 , U and Juld be more ^dy ^ cleam em . 

their ward. This adds much laundry, which affords them 

women are engaged m washing m the laundry, 

” s b =!“ 4 ™ ^ 

is used instead as a sleeping r ° 0 ™' . ng ; gts 0 f two male and two 
The staff is unchanged, and still c “ ' a nd of one male 
female attendants, and two trained night . 

and one female attendant, and { j t t 0 j t he inmates of 

The Report Books, ««* side by tie 

these wards from day to day, aie caietuuy p 

charge attendants. 

29th June, 1909. 
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dungarvan workhouse. 

Inspected on 247/i. March, 1909. 

In this workhouse there are at present eight men and seven women 
classified as of unsound mind. Of these, one of each sex suffers 
from epilepsy. None are stated to be of unclean habits. Both 
sexes were fairly clean. They are in charge of paid attendants, who 
appear to pay attention, to their duties. 

A bath is provided for each sex, but there is no hot water supply. 
Perhaps the Guardians will consider how important it is to mate 
suitable provision for the cleanliness of these helpless beings, so as 
to enable them to be properly looked after. 

24th March, 1909. 


DUNSHAUGHLIN WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 28 th October, 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse to-day, I found three males and 
three females classified as of unsound mind. They associate with the 
other inmates, and have no separate accommodation allotted to them. 

Two of the females were found in bed. One of them is, at times, 
very excited, and the medical officer should consider whether it would 
not be advisable to have her transferred to the District Asylum. 
The other patient usually gets up, hut was allowed to remain in bed 
to-day at her own request. There is another young woman who 
should be kept under observation an to her mental condition, as slit 
appears to be suffering from niontal depression. , 

* The dietary of those inmates is good, and they are bathed once a 

week in the laundry. , , ...... 

One of the males is quiet, and works m the garden. Another a & 
congenital imbecile, and the third was formerly in Mullingar Distric 
Asylum, and the Master of the Workhouse stated that it is intended 

to send this man back to tho asylum. i» » matter 

There are no facilities for bathing these inmates. js a matta 

which should bo remedied, as it is difficult to understand how th y 
can bo kept clean without a weekly bath. 

The men sleep in the Infirm Ward. 

28tli October, 1909. 


GALWAY WORKHOUSE. 


Inspected on 9 th October, 1909. 

On visiting tho Galway Workhouse to-day, 
one male and five females who arc returned as b 6 war d. He 

The male is a simple dement, who sleeps in { ^ 

works in the kitchen, and his condition differs little from 
other inmates, with whom he associates. 
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nf tip five women, four are congenital imbeciles and one suSers 
Of the n • to bed — the others are able to do 

from dementia. nursery Tour are degraded in habits, 

some work m the wards^nd ^ ^ ^ fed 

and one is S the Nursing Sisterhood exercise a certain 

and H of supeSon over them. § I noticed, however, that then- 
amount ot supervisio straw ticks are used it 

bedd “ g difficult prlvent this, and I would, therefore, urge the 
is very diBicuir 1 , u a j r mattresses and wire-framed 

Guardians to C^ter in charge stated to me that, if new beds 
bedsteads. thought that the mattresses partly worn m 

cannot * the insane patients. It is very 

s*, h ,;r«°s«-rss, j,™ « 

9th October, 1909. 


KILKENNY WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 7th November, 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse to-day, I found twelve males and 

twenty-eight females classified as of u ns°un ■ dormitory 

The accommodation on the male side consists ot a long 

and a dayrcom opening on to a yard. , an( j he appeared 

IT » 

«pply .»l M«»P« “V. Xbi .< .»» ■>< «“ 

pillows are provided, with only 01 , ^eds are used, it is 

covered with flea marks; bn , *so % „ these insane inmates are to 
almost impossible to get rid of fleas. ^ should be supplied 

remain in the workhouse it is desn •able ^ey S j° woul a, however, 

with hair mattresses, such as are ns Committee, as the best and 

urge the Guardians to move the Asylum Gomm 1 ^ ^ q{ ^ 

Srtftsr 

attend Dhto 

Some of the male insane inmates here are 

Service. , , , • „ ^ A nsiderable distance from the 

The female lunatic departmen mT iital and formed part of the 
workhouse. It is beside the Fever and ^ ^ ^ 

old cholera sheds. There were ^five by the nurge in charge of 

wonderfully clean and well k d ^ and the bathing 

***** ctoter - 
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Owing Lo tlio lunatic department being so far from the workhomt 
tlio female insane inmates are unable to attend Divine Service " f 
know the Guardians will agree with me that this is a very serioin 
want, especially when I remind them that many of these people are 
really only weak-minded, and that religion is a great source of con- 
solation to them. Every insane person in a District Asylum has I 
might almost say, a statutory right to attend Divine Service ' if 
capable of doing so with safety. This being so, I need hardly say that 
the weak-minded inmates of workhouses should have the same privi- 
lege. 

In conclusion, I may add that, while there is an evident desire on 
the part of the Guardians and their officials to treat these afflicted 
inmates kindly and humanely, yet their condition emphasises the 
necessity of having this class treated either in a District or an Auxili- 
ary Asylum, as recommended by different Commissions of Inquiry 
into the subject. 

7th November, 1909. 


LOUGIIREA WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 'Rliul February, 1909. 

There are now no males and only three females classified as of un- 
sound mind in this workhouse. One of the females is an aged dement 
in the Hospital under the charge of the Nuns — who look after her 
carefully during the day. She is very restless at night, and occa- 
sionally wanders about "the room. It was reported to me that the 
night nurse looks after her when she gets up, but a patient so feeble 
and restless would certainly require to be under constant supervision 
at night. Another of the women is a simple imbecile, whose condition 
calls for no special remark. The third woman was reported to me as 
being so restless, excited, and destructive to her clothing that it would 
be desirable to have her removed to the District Asylum. 

There is also a female epileptic in the body of the house, but her 
mind seems to bo unaffected so far. 

22nd February, 1909. 


MALLOW WORKHOUSE. ,, 

Inspected on 1G th Deremher, 1909. 

On my visit to this workhouse I found fourteen men and twenty- 
one women classified as of unsound mind. Of the females, five are 
wet and dirty in their habits, and three are epileptic. 

No change has been made in the accommodation since my colleague 
last visited the institution, and the bath is still without a hot wa .-er 
supply. It is scarcely necessary to point out to the Guardians tta 
it is almost impossible to keep these inmates clean without this, as, 
owing to the degraded habits of many of them, they may requir 
not merely a weekly bath, but a bath even several times a cay. 
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I perceived an offensive odour in tie bathroom, which should have 
i additional window made in it for purposes of ventilation. There 
i- aho an offensive open drain running through the female lunatic 
3 i Xliis drain should be re-constructed without delay. 

7 Tlie female lunatic department is in charge of two paid attendants, 
•hr considering that they have not received any special training, 
to me to discharge their duties wonderfully well. It would., 
seemed to m d a numbers of insane inmates are to 

however be de^rawe, n g attendallfcs should receive special 

VC TZZn t ^^lealfng with the insane-a matter which I believe 
Tuld be arranged with the Medical Superintendent of the Cork 

D niwlheets should be supplied for all the wet and dirty 

casl and then the straw, ticks should be replaced by wire mattresses 

the^nale” rid? there' is^a^ainhil c^eTmental degradation a 

Powerful physique, the attendant seemed to me rather afraid 
man. of Understand why this case is kept m the work- 

as.-jiissa s h . 

The other tronbfesome and degraded in 

exception of a little idiot, 7. idiot Asylum, but, nnfor- 

,rf “ 

which he could be sent. 

16th December, 1909. 


MANORHAMILTON WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 29t/i April, 1909- 

Tbe/e men m in theTnlmaT^ and 

useful workers— one manages the laun ■ W > work . AH appear 

kitchen. The remainder are too th 7 t all those classified 

to be well looked after. Itw week as cleanliness is of so 

as imbeciles should get a bath ZZ helpless’ beings, 
great importance m the care o in g r mary, who was formerly in 

One of the as insane. He is 

the asylum, is a cripple, but is not n Qne q{ those cases o{ 

said to give a great deal of trouble.^ ^ foun d difficult to 

mental and physical degener y ^ . e coils tant supervision and 

manage in any institution, and 4. 

control. 

29tb April, 1909. 
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NAVAN WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 28 th October , 1909. 

I visited this workhouse to-day, and saw all the inmates (11 males 
and 9 females) who are classified as of unsound mind. They are in 
charge of a Nun , assisted by a pauper inmate, on each side. 

On the female side I found one woman in bed in one of the old 
cells which still exist in this workhouse. . The others were either 
sitting at the fire in the dayroom corridors, in which beds are placed, 
or were in the airing court. Two of the women are congenital 
imbeciles, and one is an epileptic. 

I would suggest that the dayroom corridors, the floors of which 
are flagged, should be boarded, as they must be very cold in winter. 

The beds were all made up at the time of my visit. The epileptic 
sleeps in a padded room. 

Five or six of the women can be employed at knitting and cleaning 
in their own ward. 

Buckets are used at night, as there are no water closets. 

The accommodation for the males is the same as that for the 
females, except that there are no bedsteads in the cells, the beds 

being laid on the floor. . 

One man was found ill bed, and one is paralysed. Another oi 
these inmates, who had been in Mullingar District Asylum, but was 
sent back to the workhouse, is at times troublesome. There is 
another congenital imbecile, who should be sent to the asylum, as 
he is so degraded in his habits that ho needs special nursing. 

Two of the men arc able to work on the farm. 

The accommodation would ho greatly improved if, as has been done 
in some workhouses, the partition walls wore removed so as to convert 
the cells and corridors into one largo apartment, with cross light and 
ventilation, and, at any rate, all the flagged floors should be boarded 

The insane inmates— both male and foinale-were found clean and 
tidy, and their condition reflected credit on the Nuns, who aie 
responsible for them, and also on the Workhouse Master. 

28tli October, 1909. 


NEW ROSS WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 2nd November, 1909. 

I visited this institution to-day, and saw all the inmates classified 

as of unsound mind. - „ i,, the want 

Some years ago X called the attention of the Guai ,^ e wa t er 

of a water supply for the use of the insane ln ’“ ' h a s the 
supply has now been brought to the workhou ’ sar ily still 

distance to the wards is considerable, the supi I ^; ans will tab 

unsatisfactory. I trust, therefore that_ the Guardms 

steps to have a hot water supply laid on 111 . are frequently 

are often admitted late at. night, and, as ,, should be some 

verminous and neglected, it is essential th Under p« sent 

moans of affording them a hot bath on admission, 
conditions this is practically impossible. 
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The patients classified as insane here are fortunate in being looked 
after by the Sisters of the Order of St. John of God, and, owing to 
this they are, notwithstanding the drawback already referred to, 
much better looked after than in many similar institutions. 

There are seventeen women, nine of whom are regarded and 
as hospital patients. The remaining eight are simply weak-minded, 
and live in the body of the house. , 

The accommodation, in addition to the usual hospital ward, con- 
sists of a lean-to shed, with a wooden partitioned bathroom ott it, 
containing a portable bath. This shed interferes with the light and 
ventilation of the hospital ward, and must be very cold m winter. 
Tt would be a great advantage if it could be abolished. 

Some of the women sew and knit, and there is a good yard outside 

f0 There C L S no paid attendant, but, as already stated, the Nuns super- 
vise the care and nursing of these inmates. 

There ^are^even 'insane male inmates in the hospital, and four m 
the body of the house, nearly all cases of congenital mental deficiency. 
The accommodation for them corresponds to that on the female side 
and they have a good airing ground, with a shed at the end m whic 
thev can sit. Some of the men are employed. 

A disinfecting chamber, in which their clothes could be properly 
disinfected, would be of great advantage. 

2nd November, 1909. 


SLIGO WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 28 t-Ji April, 1909. 

There are at present eighteen inmates (ten men and eight women) 
classified °as imbeciles in 'this workhouse Of these w. men are 
bedridden two women are epileptics, and two (one ot each sex) are 
cMldren o’f tlndlr years, who' mfght be capable of 
tvere possible to send them to some establishment where they wouia 
l pr'periy trained. Unfortunately, with the exception of the 
Stewart Institution, no such establishment exists in d 
One of the men and two of the women are of unclear tedrfdden 
therefore, ill suited for care m a workhouse. The e 

men would seem to be suitable cases for care m the Infilmary, wher 

°o f f on hospiUl Ket^the 

nXrrtht: * these in - 

patients is a moveable batn, to wnicn order, 

' The bed clothing on the male side appeared order 

but the beds occupied by the women would require more eareim 

attention. 

28th. April, 1909. 
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TOBERCURRY WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 30th April, 1909. 

Amongst the inmates of this workhouse are ten men and twelve 
women who are classified as imbeciles. On the male side is a young 
man suffering from loss of power of his limbs, and imbecility, the 
result of infantile brain trouble, l ie is clothed ill petticoats, and is 
a very pitiable ease, who should he ill some institution set apart for 
the care of such cases. Unfortunately, no such establishment exists 
in Ireland Four of the male imbeciles suffer from epilepsy; one is 
of unclean habits ; and two are constantly confined to bed. Five of 
the men and four of the women are constantly employed. One mar, 
and six women are without shoes or stockings. 

Although many of these people may have been accustomed to walk 
barefooted from their childhood, it is unwise to expose imbeciles under 
care to such hardship in cold weather. 

The beds and bedding are of good quality and of modem type. 
More attention should be given to the bedding on the male side. 

The imbecile ward on each side consists of a single room, m which 

the inmates sleep, pass their days, and eat. 

The wards are in charge of paid attendants. The man gets six 
shillings per week and rations, and the woman ten shillings, without 
rations. 

30tli April, 1909. 


TRALEE WORKHOUSE. 

Tnspecjtki' on 18 Ih May, 1900. 

I Visited this workhouse to-day, and saw the inmates classified ^ 
insane who number twenty-live, vb,. nine males and 
The accommodation for them, m, the female 
dormitories, separated by a small ball, and in ' dayroom) 

yard, which is also used for drying clothes. natients 

£ S? — • «* 

inmate who ia paralysed on one side. fonder years. 

Amongst these inmates are three 1,11 )e “ amo unt of physical 
who, I am sure, would bo capable of a , which they could 

and mental training, if there wore an nmia ’ for the training of 

be sent, such as exists m England a _ • & time 0 f the 

imbecile children . Whim it is rcummhered rf ^ ^ 

disestablish moiit of the Irish t-h in oh, lei-i ii ^ Church 

recognised this want, and indicated! ^and maintenance of 
Surplus would be set apart, for/ - f1 ^ v ghat this great want 

such institutions in Ireland, it is sad to tlunlc mao 

still remains unprovided for. workhouse seems sate- 

The dietary of the insane inma e * fjT ™ Anxious that every- 
factory, and the Guardians, Hi >d =” '^ a “f/ ted c i ass> but, having » 
tliing possible should bo done fm U_ . L mo d a tiou, and the 
gard to their number, the Ui.u actor oi 
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lllH , o£ providing skilled attendants, it is hoped that the recom- 
difficul J 1 . j j n recen t Reports on Poor Law Adnumstia- 

ann anTthe caie and control of the feeble-minded, may he adopted 

at inwhilt at ft would be satisfactory if the Nursing Sisters could be 
■ f Tas in many other workhouses, to exercise a geneial supei- 
"Idon over the care and treatment of the insane inmates here, es- 
‘nilv as recards their cleanliness and tidiness. .. , 

’’I think alsl that the straw ticks on which they sleep should 

replaced by mattresses. inmates are confined to bed 

On the amle side tlnee ot ^ and nQ batllro om or hot 

on the ^ attendant, with a pauper inmate as an assist- 

water slipp y- 1 ma l e s most of whom arc advanced in years, 

s;.”.tar„tss * E ». - - ^ * 

portion of each day, at- all events. 

18th May, 1909. 


WATERFORD WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 24 th March, 1909. 

In the lunatic wards of this workhouse Uiere arejit 

one males and fifty -two females. ’ arc Q f unclean habits ; 

women are epileptic .; two men and nine women aic ot n 

and eight men and thirteen women ai children, some of 

Amongst both sexes are a number of ‘“S L le condition of the 
whom could be improved by training, ^ stitut i on entirely given 

others would demand the resou institutions do not 

up to the treatment of such cases, but as yet sucn m 

exist- in Xrslftiid. , 1 j_ litf.lp work. 

About six of the males and fifteen of the females do a 
Of these latter, three go to the laundiy. 

Both men and women were clean and fair y u > • 

The women were being bathed at the time o J- vi ^ ^ q{ 

The staff consists of one male ?“ d J^ 0 the male attendant 

the female attendants has to tak 1 „ le { t i n charge of one 

when off duty, so that the women are genetally^elt 

attendant only— scarcely enough foi Some fur- 

The daymen, lately provided 1. .till 

niter., including a .£ dXonJ «o»r night alee be 

wanted, and a few pictuies. ifie 

P ° Uslled ' + be fairly good, except that no vegetables— 

The dietary appears to be tanly goon, i 

not even potatoes — are ever given. 

24th March, 1909. 
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WEXFORD WORKHOUSE. 


Inspected on 21*# January, 1909. 

I visited this workhouse to-day, and saw all the inmates classified 
as of unsound mind. 

On the male side there are eight men, six of whom are located in 
the Idiot Wards, and two in the body of the house. The latter work 
and associate with the general body of pauper inmates, and their 
condition calls for no special remark, save that they are not quite so 
clean or tidy in dress as the other six. This is doubtless due to the 
fact that the only fixed bath and hot water supply is in the hospital 

The patients in this workhouse are nursed by the Sisters of tie 
Order of St. John of God— an Order specially skilled and trained in 
nursing— and their condition contrasts favourably with the condition 
of those in many Irish workhouses who have not the advantage ol 
such skilled care. 

The only matter which calls for any remark is the dietary, which, 
although otherwise liberal, does not include according to Sister 
Camilla’s statement to me, potatoes or vegetables of any kind. Thk 
permanent exclusion of vegetables or fruit from the dietary, no matter 
how liberal otherwise, is attended with the danger of an outbreak 
scurvy amongst the inmates. 

The Sister drew my attention to the ease of a young man, recently 
transferred from the District Asylum, who, she stated, becomes ex- 
cited at times. Cases of this kind require careful supervision and 
the question of the power of the Master to detain them arises, xf they 
demand their discharge, as, of course, they are only iecognised > 
the Poor Law as ordinary paupers, even it epileptic or of unso 
mind. 

On the female side there are sixteen patients, all of whom am 
either epileptics, congenital imbeciles, or are becoming 
demented through old age. Some of them were m bed but I found 
no evidence of pressure sores, and they had ovoiy apj 
carefully nursed by the Sisters in charge. 

However, even under the favourable conditions 
woikliouse, I feel sure that the Guardians w t j. a p ar fc for 
the epileptics would be better treated in "" ?? rIR the 
their special care, such as are recommen e feeble- 

recent Royal Commission on the Care and ar $ a t all numer- 

minded. One reason for this is that, when almost the worst 

oils, the patients are kept in bed-a method M ^ ^ 

for the treatment of epilepsy. I he Comm j. j or providing 

mended that, in the ease of Ireland, a sport the 
institutions for the care of such cases should i be ma ^ ^ q{ ^ 
local authorities should also receive a coni 
maintenance. 
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The bed covering on both sides is sufficient, and each of the 
patients has a feather pillow, but I think that the straw ticks should 
be gradually done away with, and replaced by wire-woven and hair 
mattresses. 

21st January, 1909. 


YOUGHAL WORKHOUSE. 

Inspected on 11/7/ June, 1909. 

At the present time there are in this workhouse three men and 
nine women classified as of unsound mind. Three of the women are 
about to be transferred to the Auxiliary Asylum. Five of the others 
are chargeable to the Waterford District, and are not, therefore, 
eligible for admission to the Cork Auxiliary Asylum at Youghal. 
One of them, however, should be sent to the Waterford District 
Asylum, as she is acutely insane. The three men are quiet and 
harmless. One of them is confined to bed. 

Both men and women are clean and tidy, and appear to be well 

looked after. 

11th June, 1909. 
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CIRCULARS. 


(11 Circular relative to exemption of Contracts and Bonds 
v ' from Stamp Duty. 

Office of Lunatic Asvlums, 

Dublin Castle, 

29f/i May, 1909. 

Circular No. 47/1909. Misc. 

Govt, No. 8733. 

CONTRACTS AND BONDS— EXEMPTION FROM STAMP 
L ' uiNi • DUTY. 


Sir, 

I am directed by ..be Inspector* t.o state, for the information of your 
Committee, that, under a decision recently arrived at, by the Boar « 
Inland Revenue, Stamp Duty is no longer payable in respect o 
and Contracts in connection with District Asylums. 


I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Jas. Smith. 


The Resident Medical Superintendent, 
District Lunatic Asylum, 
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,01 Circular relative to tlie Asylums Officers’ Superannuation 
u ' Act, 1909. 


Office of Lunatic Asylums, 

Dublin Castle, 

22 nd December, 1909. 

No. 134 Misc. 

THE ASYLUMS OFFICERS' SUPERANNUATION ACT, 1909. 
9 Emv. 7, Ch. 48. 


Sir 


The Act will 
before that date 
steps : 


I am directed by the Inspectors to forward, 
your Committee, the accompanying copy attention of the 

Superannuation Act, 1909,” and I am to c ^ ntlon 
Committee to the important provisions contained therein. 

-ill come into operation on the 1st April, 19' 10, an<U 
date, it will be necessary for the Committee to take 

1 To classify all the established officials of the Asylum as laid 

down in Section 1 of the Act. A schedule cmitainm^the^official 

designations of all the officers and servams Ordinary or 

drawn up, and considered y b, « ;ee at an C )rdn lary ^ 

Special Meeting convened after due notice, a signatures 

has been decided, the schedule should be v ? e< jj ca l Super - 

of the Chairman of the Meeting 

intendent, and then filed amongsl e y ^ , proceed- 

cate being embodied in the Minutes of *e. Committee s r ^ 

ings, and a Notice with respect to such “ he 

exhibited in a conspicuous place in the Asyiu hereafter, 

taken to ensure that, on the creation of any i “ 
the Committee shall decide to what class the office be g 

2. To ensure that the terms of the the 

the notice of every pensionable offic . e * a “? J^the 31st March 
Asylum service, or who may be fPf will adopt 

next, with the view of asceitain g ti i aw . Particular 

its provisions, or remain under ,,, n ® a nee which any 

attention is called to Section > P y himself or herself 
officer or servant who does not int ^.^X e " nt hs after it 
of the provisions of tb* Ao£m« t. * ^ion to the Com- 
comes into operation, signify ms OT “ 
mittee, in writing. 
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3. To draw up a schedule showing the annual money value ot 
all' fees, poundage, and other payments, apartments, rations, or 
oilier allowances in kind, of all officers and servants, witli the 
view of having same affixed in a conspicuous place in tlie Asylum, 
as required by Section 10. 

X am to add that, as il will be necessary to keep a careful record 
id' the deductions in each ease under Section 9, during the entire 
period of service, a special Register or Ledger will be required for the 
purpose, the form of which will be prescribed m due course. 

] am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

,Tas. Smith. 


Tlie Resident Medical Superintendent, 
District Lunatic Asylum, 
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APPENDIX G. 


List of all District, Criminal, arid Private Lunatic Asylums, and 
Institutions for the Insane in Ireland, with the Names of the 
Nodical Superintendents or Proprietors thereof. 

District Asylums. 


Asylums 
situated at 


Counties and County 
Boroughs comprised in 
Districts. 


Resident Medical Superintendents. 


Antrim, . 
Armagh, . 
Ballinasloe, 
Belfast, . 
Carlow, . 
Castlebar, 
Clonmel, 


Cork, and Auxili- 
ary Asylum at 
Youghal. 
Downpatrick, 


Antrim, 

Armagh, 

Galway and Roscommon, 
Belfast County Borough, 
Carlow and Kildare, . 
Mayo, 


| Samuel Graham, M.c.P.E. 

| George R. Lawless. F.R.C.S.I. 

1 J. St. L. Kirwan, M.E. 

I 

, i William Graham, M.D, 

, j Thomas A. Greene, L.R.C.P. & s.l. 
. i Francis 0. Ellison, M.D. 


Tipperary, North and South I Bagenol C. Harvey, L.R.C.P. * S„ EDIN. 

Ridings. 

Cork, County and County j J. J. FitzGerald, M.B. 

Borough. j 


Ennis, 


Down, 

Clare, 


M„ J. Nolan, L.R-C.S.I. 

Francis O’Mara, L.R.C.P. &■ s.l. 


Enniscorthy, 

Wexford, . 

Thomas Drapes, M.B, 

Kilkenny, 

Kilkenny 

George F. West, L.E.C.r. * S , EnlN . 

Killamey, 

Kerry 

Edward W. Griffin, M.u. 

Letterkeuny. 

Donegal, • 

E. E. Moore, M.D. 

Limerick, 

Limerick, County and 

Edward D. O'Neill, L.u.u.S.L 

County Borough. 


Londonderry. 

Londonderry, County and 
County Borough. 

C. E. Hetherington, M.B 

Maryborough, 

King’s and Queen’s, . • 

Patrick Coffey, L.R.C.P. 4 s.l. 

Monaghan, 

Cavan and Monaghan, 

Thos. P. Conlon, l.R.c.p. & S.l. 

Mullingar. . . ' 

Longford, Meath, and W est- 
meath. 

Arthur Finegan. L.R.C.P.I. 

Omagh, . 

Fermanagh and Tyrone, . 

George E. Carre, M.B. 

Richmond and 
Portrane. 

Dublin. Countv and County 
Borough ; Wicklow, ana 
Louth. 

J. O’C. Donelan, L.R.C.P. & S.I. 

Medical Officer in charge <\f Portrane 
Asylum.— H. M. Cullinan, L.R.C.P. & s.l- 

Sligo, 

Leitrim and Sligo, 

Joseph Petit, L.R.C.S.I. 

Waterford, 

Waterford, County and 

James A. Oakshott, M.D. 

County Borough. 


n 

[■he Central Criminal Lunatic Asylum. 

Dundrum, County 
Dublin. 

■ All Ireland, 

. 1 George Revington, M.D., Resident 
i Physician and Governor. 
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Privatk Asylums and Institutions for the Insane. 

Asylums and Institutions. ! Whore Situated. | Proprietor or Superintend®. 


Armagh Retreat* . 

Belmont Park, . (“•) 

Bloomfield Institution* • 
Carriglca, . 

Elm Lawn, . 



Armagh, .... 
Waterford, 

Donnybrook, Co. Dublin, 

Dungarvan, Oo. Water- 
ford. 

I Dundrum, Oo. Dublin, . 


John G. Allen, L.R.C.P. & S.L. and 
Joseph Allen. 

Brothers of Charity. 

A. Miller (Registrar). 

| Order of Bon Sauveur 

(Miss) Sarah M. E. Bernard. 


Farnham House. (mA 
and Maryville. • 1 £ *) 

Hampstead House, (m.) 


J Finglas, Co. Dublin, 
Glasnevin, Co. Dublin, 


. W. R. Dawson, M.D. 

. II. M. Eustace, M.D., \V. N. Eustace. 
L.R.O.P. & S.I., and Benj. F. Eustace, 

J.P. 


Hartfield House, 
High field House, 

Llndville, . • 


(m.) Drumeondra, Dublin, 
, (f.) Drumeondra, Dublin, 


F. E. Lynch, L.R.C.P. & SX, and John 
J.Magrath. 

H. M. Eustace. M.D., W. N. Eustace. 
L.R.C.P.&S.I., and Benj.F.Eustace. 
J.P. 


. , Blackrock Road, Cork, 


Cecil A. P. Osbume, F.R.C.S. EDIK, 
and Mrs. Osbume. 


House of St. John of God,^ 
St. Patriot’s Hospital, 
and 

St. Edmundsbury, . 
St.Vincent’s Institutional.) 
Stewart Institution, . 

Vervllle, ... (M 
Woodbino Lodgo, . ID 


Stillorgan, Co. Dublin, . 
James's Street. Dublin, 

Lucan, Co. Dublin, j 

Fairviow. Dublin, . 

I Palmerston, Co. Dublin, . 

I Green Tjiinos, Clontarf, 
Dublin 

Ralhfarnham, Co. Dub- 
lin. 


llov. Nicholas Post 


R. R. Lueper. F.R.C.S.I. 

Sisters of Charity. 

Frederick E. Rainsford, M.D. 

I F. E. Lynch. L.R.C.P. & S.I.. and John 
J. Hagrath. 

(Mrs.) Mary Jane Bishop. 


(m.) For male patients only. 


(f.) For female patients only. 
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